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Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó ³ Âñ³ì Â³ðíèì ä³òÿì ïî â³ð³ ó Ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³!Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó ³ Âñ³ì Â³ðíèì ä³òÿì ïî â³ð³ ó Ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³!Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó ³ Âñ³ì Â³ðíèì ä³òÿì ïî â³ð³ ó Ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³!Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó ³ Âñ³ì Â³ðíèì ä³òÿì ïî â³ð³ ó Ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³!Âñå÷åñíîìó Äóõîâåíñòâó ³ Âñ³ì Â³ðíèì ä³òÿì ïî â³ð³ ó Ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³!
                   

“ Ð³çäâî Òâîº, Õðèñòå  Áîæå, íàø çâ³ñòèëî ñâ³òîâ³ ñâ³òëî ðîçóìó,
â í³ì áî ò³, ùî ç³ðêàì ñëóæèëè, ç³ðêè íàâ÷èëèñÿ ïîêëîíÿòèñÿ

Òîá³ Ñîíöþ ïðàâäè, ³âèçíàâàòè Òåáå, ùî Òè º Ñõ³ä ç âèñîòè. Ãîñïîäè, ñëàâà Òîá³.” 
(òðîïàð Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî).

Óëþáëåí³ y Ãîñïîä³  ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåë³!
Áîãîëþáèâ³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè!

                                                   Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!
 
Â öþ ñâÿòó í³÷ Õðèñòîâîãî Ð³çäâà ïðèéì³òü íàøå ñåðäå÷íå ïðèâ³òàííÿ ç öèì âåëèêèì ³ ðàä³ñíèì
 Ñâÿòîì Íàðîäæåííÿì Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà .Äÿêóºìî Ãîñïîäó Áîãó, ùî Â³í äàâ íàì
ìîæëèâ³ñòü óâ³éòè ç âàìè â ñâÿòî÷íå ºäíàííÿ ³ ïîáàæàòè âàì ùîá ñâÿòî÷íà áëàãîäàòü òîðêíóëàñÿ
ñåðäåöü  âàøèõ ñèëîþ â³ðè, íàä³¿ ³ ëþáîâ³ íà ïåðåìîãó äîáðà íàä çëîì.

Ïî âîë³ Áîæ³é ìè çíîâó ñïîäîáèëèñÿ çóñòð³òè öåé óðî÷èñòèé äåíü, êîëè Íåáî ³ çåìëÿ ðàçîì
ïðîñëàâëÿþòü íàðîäæåíîãî â á³äíîìó Âèôëåºìñüêîìó âåðòåï³ Áîãîìëàäåíöÿ Õðèñòà. Ïðî öå âåëèêå
ä³éñòâî ñïîâ³ñòèâ Àíãåë: «ß ñïîâ³ùàþ  âàì âåëèêó ðàä³ñòü, ÿêà áóäå âñ³ì  ëþäÿì: áî íèí³ íàðîäèâñÿ
âàì â ì³ñò³ Äàâèäîâ³ì Ñïàñèòåëü, Êîòðèé º Õðèñòîñ Ãîñïîäü» (²â. 11,4-5).
 

Öå Áîæåñòâåííå Ñâ³òëî ïðèéøëî äî íàñ ïîíàä äâ³ òèñÿ÷³ ðîê³â òîìó. Õðèñòîñ  ïðèéøîâ äî
ãð³øíîãî ëþäó, êîòðèé äî íèí³ ëåæèòü â òåìðÿâ³ ãð³õà ³ Áîãîâ³äñòóïíèöòâà. «Ïðèéøîâ

äî ñâî¿õ, à ñâî¿ Éîãî íå ïðèéíÿëè, - îïèñóº ñâ. Àïîñòîë ²âàí Áîãîñëîâ, - à òèì, ùî
ïðèéíÿëè Éîãî, â³ðóþ÷èì â ³ì’ÿ Éîãî, äàâ âëàäó íàçèâàòèñü ä³òüìè Áîæèìè».

(²âàíà 1,11-12)
 

Òàéíó Âèôëåºìñüêîãî Áîãîâîïëî÷åííÿ í³êîëè íå çðîçóì³º ëþäñüêèé
ðîçóì. Öÿ òàéíà âèìàãàº òâåðäî¿ â³ðè ³ ñìèðåííî¿ ëþáîâè,

çàïî÷àòêîâàíèõ íå íà êîðèñòîëþáèâèõ  ðîçðàõóíêàõ, à íà æèâîìó
â³äãóêó ëþäñüêîãî ñåðöÿ íà ªâàíãåëüñüêó â³ñòêó ïðî Ñïàñèòåëÿ.
 
Ä³éñíî, ÿê ìîæíà çðîçóì³òè ðîçóìîì, ùî Òâîðåöü öüîãî ñâ³òó,
âèäèìîãî ³ íå âèäèìîãî, Ñàì ïðèõîäèòü íà çåìëþ â ëþäñüêîìó
ò³ë³? ßê çðîçóì³òè, ùî Òîé, Õòî îá³éìàº  âñþ Âñåëåííó ³ ñëîâà
Êîòðîãî íå ìîæå âì³ñòèòè ö³ëèé ñâ³ò – îñåëþºòüñÿ â
ìàëåíüêèõ ÿñëàõ – óáîãîìó Âèôëåºìñüêîìó âåðòåï³ ³
íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â³ä çåìíî¿ Ä³âè?
 
Íàïðàâäó, ÿê ãîâîðèòü ñâÿòèòåëü Ãðèãîð³é Áîãîñëîâ, òàéíó
Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî íåìîæëèâî îá³éíÿòè ðîçóìîì, òîìó ùî
âîíà âèùà â³ä çàêîí³â ïðèðîäè. Àëå òå, ùî íåìîæëèâå



ðîçóìó – ìîæëèâå ñåðöþ; ³ òå â ùî íå çìîãëè ñïî÷àòêó ïîâ³ðèòè ìóäðåö³, â ïðîñòîò³ â³äêðèëîñÿ
íåïèñüìåííèì ïàñòóõàì.
 Áîã âîïëîòèâñÿ íà çåìë³ äëÿ òîãî, ùîá ìè îáîæíþâàëèñü ç Íèì ÷åðåç Éîãî áëàãîäàòü.
Öÿ äîðîãà ºäíàííÿ ëþäèíè ç Áîãîì ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ ç ñìèðåííîãî ïðèéíÿòòÿ ðàä³ñíî¿ íîâèíè ïðî
Íàðîäæåííÿ Õðèñòà, ç ïîêàÿííÿ çà âñ³ ñâî¿ ãð³õè ïðîæèòîãî íàìè æèòòÿ ³ ç òâåðäîþ ð³øó÷³ñòþ
ïî÷àòè íîâå æèòòÿ çáåð³ãàþ÷è ³ âèêîíóþ÷è  âñ³ çàïîâ³ä³ Áîæ³.
 Äëÿ öüîãî, äîðîã³ áðàòòÿ ³ ñåñòðè, íàø ìàëèé òðóä, ÿêèé ìè ïðèíîñèìî Áîãó íà ïðîòÿç³
ñâîãî çåìíîãî æèòòÿ, íå ìîæíà ïîð³âíÿòè ç òèì áàãàòñòâîì ðàäîñò³, ñâ³òëà ³ òåïëà, ÿêå äàº
Ãîñïîäü Ñâî¿ì ïîñë³äîâíèêàì òóò íà çåìë³ ³ ñòîêðàòíî âîçäàñòü ó Ñâîéîìó Íåáåñíîìó Öàðñòâ³.
 Âîçëþáëåí³ â Ãîñïîä³!
 Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå ñï³âïàäàº ç ïî÷àòêîì Íîâîãî Ðîêó ³ òîìó âñòóïàþ÷è â Íîâå ë³òî Áëàãîñò³
Ãîñïîäíüî¿, ïîñòàðàéìîñÿ ï³äâåñòè âñ³ íåîáõ³äí³ ï³äñóìêè ìèíóëîãî 2010 ðîêó. Íåõàé êîæíèé ç
íàñ ïðèçíàº ñâî¿ ìèíóëîð³÷í³ ïîìèëêè ³ ãð³õè, âèïðàâèòü ¿õ, ïîêàºòüñÿ  ³ òâåðäî îá³öÿº  ¿õ á³ëüøå
íå ïîâòîðÿòè. Ï³äõîäÿ÷è ñüîãîäí³ äî ÿñåë Áîãîìëàäåíöÿ Õðèñòà çàëèø³ìî á³ëÿ Éîãî í³ã âñ³ ñâî¿
òóðáîòè ³ íåïðàâäè ³ ïî÷í³ìî íîâå æèòòÿ, òàêå – ðàäè êîòðîãî íàðîäèâñÿ ²ñóñ .

Äæåðåëîì íàøî¿ äóõîâíî¿ ðàäîñò³ ³ çàïîðóêîþ íàøîãî â³÷íîãî æèòòÿ º â³ðà â íàðîäæåííÿ
Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õ ðèñòà.Â³ðà ÿêîþ æèëè ³ âò³øàëèñÿ íàø³ áàòüêè,ä³äè ³ ïðàä³äè.Â³ðà äàâàëà
¿ì,äàº íàì ³ áóäå äàâàòè íàøîìó ïîêîë³ííþ,ðàä³ñòü â æèòò³ , ðàä³ñòü â ïîêàÿíí³,ðàä³ñòü â ìîëèòâ³
³ ðàä³ñòü â äîáðèõ ä³ëàõ. 

Çóñòð³÷àþ÷è ³ ñâÿòêóþ÷è ñâÿòî Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî ³ âñòóïàþ÷è â Íîâèé Ð³ê Áëàãîñò³
Áîæî¿  ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî âñå÷åñí³éøèõ îòö³â äóõîâíèõ ³ íàøó óêðà¿íñüêó ä³àñïîðó ïî âñüîìó
ñâ³òó.Ùåäðå áëàãîñëîâ³ííÿ Áîæå íåõàé ñïî÷èâàº íàä óñ³ìà íàìè,íåõàé óñï³øíîþ ³ áàãàòîïë³äíîþ
áóäå ïðàöÿ íàøà äëÿ ùàñòÿ é äîáðà íàøîãî íàðîäó.Íåõàé íàñòóïàþ÷èé Íîâèé Ð³ê áóäå äëÿ âñ³õ
íàñ”ë³òîì Ãîñïîäíüîãî çìèëóâàííÿ “ë³òîì äîáðîãî çäîðîâ”ÿ, äóõîâíî¿ ðàäîñò³ ,ðîäèííîãî ùàñòÿ
³ Áîãîì áëàãîñëîâåííî¿ äîáðî¿ âîë³ ³ äîë³ äëÿ íàøîãî Óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó ³ öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³ ³ â
Ä³àñïîð³.

ªäíàéòåñÿ ì³æ ñîáîþ ³ Áîã ìèðó ³ ëþáîâ³ áóäå ì³æ âàìè.
 

Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!

Ç àðõèïàñòèðñüêèì áëàãîñëîâåííÿì,

+ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,+ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,+ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,+ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,+ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ³ Ä³àñïîð³;

+ÞÐ²É,+ÞÐ²É,+ÞÐ²É,+ÞÐ²É,+ÞÐ²É,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+²ÂÀÍ,+²ÂÀÍ,+²ÂÀÍ,+²ÂÀÍ,+²ÂÀÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò-Åìåðèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,+ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

+IOAÍ,+IOAÍ,+IOAÍ,+IOAÍ,+IOAÍ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³àñïîð³

+ªÐÅÌ²ß,+ªÐÅÌ²ß,+ªÐÅÌ²ß,+ªÐÅÌ²ß,+ªÐÅÌ²ß,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

+²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ,+²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ,+²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ,+²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ,+²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ,
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ÀÍÄÐ²É,+ÀÍÄÐ²É,+ÀÍÄÐ²É,+ÀÍÄÐ²É,+ÀÍÄÐ²É,
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë,+ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë,+ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë,+ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë,+ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë,
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ



NATIVITY EPISTLE OF THE PERMANENT
CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS

BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To The Reverend Clergy and all Faithful Children in the Diaspora and Ukraine!

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone upon the world with the light of knowledge:
for thereby they who adored the stars through a star were taught to worship Thee,

the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee the Dayspring from on high,
O Lord, glory to Thee. (tropar of the feast)

 
Beloved in the Lord Brother Clergy!
God-beloved Brothers and Sisters!

 
Christ is Born!

 
During this holy night of the Nativity of Christ accept our heartfelt greeting on the great occasion of the
joyful Feast of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We thank our Lord God that He has given us the
opportunity to enter with you into festive unity and to wish that the festive grace would touch your
hearts with the power of faith, hope and love for the victory of good over evil.
 
In accordance with God’s will we again have been found worthy to greet this solemn day, when Heaven
and earth together praise the God-infant Christ, born in a meager stable in Bethlehem.   An angel announced
this great event: “I bring you good tidings of great joy, which will be to all people: for there is born to

you this day in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Lk. 2:10-11). 
 

This Divine Light came to us more than two thousand years ago.  Christ came to sinful
people, who to this day abide in the darkness of sin and apostasy.  “He came to His

own, and His own did not receive Him”, writes the Holy Apostle John the
Theologian, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to

become children of God” (John 1:11-12).
 

The human mind will never understand the Mystery of the Incarnation
in Bethlehem.  This mystery demands a firm faith and humble love,

founded not upon greedy motivations, but upon a living response
of the human heart to the Evangelical news of the Savior.
 
Truly, how can the mind understand that the Creator of this world,
both visible and invisible, appears Himself on earth in human
flesh?  How can we understand that He Who circumscribes the
entire universe and Whose word cannot be contained by the
whole world dwells in a small manger, in a poor stable in
Bethlehem, and is born of an earthly virgin?
 Undoubtedly, as the Holy Hierarch Gregory the
Theologian says, the mystery of the Nativity of Christ cannot
be comprehended by the mind, because it is above the laws of



nature.  But that which is impossible for the mind is possible for the heart; and that which the wise men
could not initially believe was revealed in simplicity to the illiterate shepherds. 
 God became incarnate on earth so that we would be deified with Him by His grace.  This path to
the unity of man with God begins with the humble acceptance of the joyful news of the Birth of Christ,
with repentance for all the sins of our life, and a firm resolve to begin a new life keeping and fulfilling all
of God’s commandments.
 For this, dear brothers and sisters, we require not a small amount of labor, which we offer to God
during our earthly life, and which cannot be compared to that wealth of joy, light and warmth which the
Lord gives to His followers here on earth and a hundredfold in His Heavenly Kingdom.
 Dearly beloved in the Lord!
 The Nativity of Christ coincides with the beginning of a New Year, and so, entering this new Year
of the Lord let us try to draw all needful conclusions from this past year of 2010. May every one of us
admit our past mistakes and sins, correct them, repent, and firmly promise to never repeat them. 
Approaching the manger of the God-infant Christ today, let us abandon by His feet all of our troubles and
unrighteousness and begin a new life – that life for the sake of which Jesus was born. 
 The source of our spiritual joy and the earnest of our eternal life is faith in the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the faith which lived in and comforted our parents, grand-parents and great-grandparents,
the faith which gave them, gives us, and will give our descendants joy in life, joy in repentance, joy in
prayer and joy in good deeds. 
 Meeting and celebrating the feast of the Nativity of Christ and entering a New Year of the Love
of God, we extend heartfelt greetings to the reverend spiritual fathers and the members of our Ukrainian
diaspora throughout the world.  May God’s generous blessing rest upon all of us, may our work for the
good and happiness of our people be successful and fruitful.  May the coming New Year be a “year of the
Lord’s mercy” for all of us, a year of good health, spiritual joy, familial happiness, and Divinely blessed
good will and good fortune for our Ukrainian people and Church in Ukraine and in the Diaspora.  Be in
harmony with one another and the God of peace and love will be among you.     
 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!

With Archpastoral Blessings,

+ CONSTANTINE,
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA and the Diaspora

+ YURIJ,
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada

+ JOHN,
Metropolitan-Emeritus of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada

+ ANTONY,
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA

+ IOAN,
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ JEREMIAH,
Archbishop of the South American Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA

+ ILARION,
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada

+ ANDRIY,
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada

+ DANIEL,
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA


