A Letter From the Permanent Conference of
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the
Borders of Ukraine on the Occasion of the
26th Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Today, all the bells in the sacred temples of our ancestral homeland Ukraine
ring, proclaiming the joyous news that Ukraine celebrates the 26th anniversary
of her independence.

We thank our Lord God from the bottom of our hearts for this wonderful gift—an independent and sovereign state.
It is truly a gift for all of us — both those who live in Ukraine and those whose destiny it is to live far beyond the
borders of their beloved homeland.

The first article of Ukrainian Constitution states that “Ukraine is a sovereign and independent, democratic,
social and legal state...” Let us take care that it remains that way! In the fifth article of the Constitution we read
that “Ukraine is a republic, inherently sovereign and only source of authority in Ukraine is the people”.
When we pray today in the Tropar: “Lord, save Your people...” we mean “Lord, save our Ukrainian people...".
We continue to pray: “and bless Your inheritance...”. Today we see before us our present and our future - our
Ukrainian children and youth. You, dear Ukrainian youth, are our present and our future. Educate yourselves and
you will succeed! You, young adults — Ukrainian professionals — are our inheritance! Acquire all the knowledge you
can in order to aid Ukraine. Join the ranks of those who stand for Ukraine! Your country needs you in governmental
leadership, in private institutions and organizations. Work for the good of Ukraine!

Further we pray: “...grant victory to our God-loving (Ukrainian) people over their enemies...”. When we
open the book of our ancient and modern history, we find many victorious examples in the process of nation
building: Kyiv Rus’ the Princedom of Halyczyna and Volhyn, the Kozak state, the creation of the Central Council
(Rada) in 1917 and its significant, everlasting Declarations — in particular the Fourth, which proclaimed the
independence of Ukraine in 1918, the proclamation of Ukrainian statehood in L’viv on 30 June 1941 and the final
Declaration of Independence 26 years ago —on 24 August 1991. In these days of present trials and invasion we
offer sincere prayers for the men and women of Ukrainian armed forces that day and night protect the peace and
bright future of their homeland.

In the process of a continued state formation and European integration, many fervent prayers to God are essential.
We pray that He will grant us victory over failure, temptation, sorrow and affliction. Ukraine has suffered much
defeat faced many sorrows and much tragedy. Does she need further such disappointment and hardship?

The prayer continues: “And by Your Cross preserve Your community”. Our independence became reality through
the Lord’s Cross, by His will. Ukraine has endured many misfortunes, much suffering and outright theft of her
resources. Now, through our Lord’s Cross there is resurrection and relative peace. We see new temples, churches
and chapels being erected for the glory of God in the Holy Trinity, the Mother of God and all the Saints. They are
beautiful, but a spiritual rebirth of the people is now an absolute necessity! Let us commit ourselves to that renewal
as we celebrate this day!




On this occasion of national joy we pray fervently that our people live in unity, truth and justice. The spark of truth
has fallen upon Ukraine — her glory and the glory of her martyrs has been returned to her. In unity lies the strength
of anation. Let us all work towards progress in our glorious ancestral homeland Ukraine, seeking spiritual, moral,
social, economic and political reform. Let us remember that our strength and hope for such an effort is in God.

We remember and honor our departed and holy heroes —all those who through the ages have sacrificed their lives
for statehood and the independence of Ukraine and her Holy Church. They deserve our sincere prayers and honor.
May their memory be eternal!

We conclude with the prayer of Metropolitan Ilarion of Kyiv for the people of Rus’-Ukraine:

“Extend Your grace to Your people! Cast aside foreign invasions, strengthen peace; pacify our neighbors;
satisfy hunger; make our rulers fearsome to our neighbors, make our leaders wise; settle the towns and
cities, build up Your Church; preserve what belongs to You. Save men, women and children as well as those
who are in slavery and captivity, those who travel by land and sea, those who hunger and thirst. Be merciful
to all, console all, bring joy to all and bestow upon them spiritual and material gifts. Through the intercessions
of Your Ever-Blessed Mother, the Holy Heavenly Powers, Your Predecessor John the Baptist, the Apostles,
the Prophets, the Venerable Martyrs and Saints, have mercy on us and bless us, o Lord!”

O, Great and Only God, save our Ukraine! Amen!
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MOCAAHHA MOCTIHHOI KOH®EPEHLII
YKPAIHCEKHUX MPABOC/ABHHUX EMUCKOIIIB
MO3A MEZKAMH YKPAIHHU

3 HaroAH 26-i piyHHLI NPOro/oueHHs He3a/1€ KHOCTI
YKpaiHu

Jopori i ymobaeni 6patn i cectpun, B YKpaini
i nosa YKpaiHoio cymi!

CbOoroJti uyemo, Ik Bece/li A3B0HH JyHaloTb MO BCiX lepBax

Hawoi MaTtepi YKpainu. BoHn came 3BillaloTb Ham Ty PadiCTb, 10 TPOMAASHH YKpaiHHu AiKAaA1Cs
uacy, wob BiACBATKYBATH 26-Ty piuHHLIO He3aAeKHOCTi CBOET BiTun3Hu.

3 ranbunuy aymi mu askyemo 'ocnoay Bory 3a Horo Beavkun i 61aroaaTHHi Aap — He3anekHy
i cyepenny Aepxkapy. Lle Aap 449 BCiX HAC: i 449 THX, 4049 SKHUX CT€AUTbCS B MeXKaxX He3aaeKHOl
YKpaitu, i A48 TUX, IKUX A0S 3aHeC/Aa AAA€KO M03a MeXi piaHOi BaTbKiBLMHHU.

Y nepuwii cTaTTi HOBOI KOHCTUTYLIT MW UNTaEMO, IO YKpaiHa € CyBepeHHa i He3a/1eXHa,
AEeMOKpaTHYHAa, colia/bHa rpaBoBa Jepxapa... bepeximo iil

Tpoxu aani, y I'STiA CTaTTi uMTAaemo: “YKpaina € pecnybikolo, Hociem cyBepeHiTeTy i
€AHHUM AXePeNOoM Baaand B YKpaiHi € HapoA”. CbOroatdi MU MOIMMOCH: “CrnacH, I'ocrioaH, AtoAen
TBoOIX...” IHIMMH CcA0Bamu: “'OCrO4H, CrlacH HAall yKpaiHCbKHE HapoAl”

“...1 6aaroc10BH Hacaiaa9 TBoe...” Cboroani mu 6aunmo nepea coboro Haily TenepilHicTb
i Hamy MmanbyTHICTb — HAaIMX yKpaiHCbKUX AiTen i mo/noAb. Jlopora yKkpaiHcbka monoze! Bu
Haule CboroZeHHs i manbytne! BuiTbcs — i nepemoxeTe! A BH, CTaplie NOKOAIHHS, yKpaiHCbKIi
npodeciotaan! Bwu Haue Hacaiaan! 3a06yeanTe HayKy i 3HAHHS, SK AONOMOTTH YKpaiHi!
CrapariTe B pSiAU YKpaiHCbKOI cnpaBv! YKpaiHa ayxe notpebye sac, mob 1 ouoanau ypsaosi v
HeypSA0Bi yCTaHOBH W opranisauii! [IpawonTe Ha KOpUCTb YKpaiHu!

"

...nepemory noboxHomy HapoAOBIi HallOMy (yKpaiHCbKOMY) Ha/

"

Jlani MOAUMOCh:
CyrIDOTHBHHKAMH Nojai...” Ko/l MU PO3KPUEMO KHHTY HallOl AAaBHLOI i HOBITHLOI iCTOPpIi, TO
3HaniAeMO B Hil UuMMaao 3pasKiB Nepemord i AepKaBOTBOpPeHHS: KuibcbKka Pycb, aannbko-
Bo/anHCbKe KHA3IBCTBO, KO3albKa AepxaBa, yTBopeHHS llenTpaabHoi Paan B 1917 poui,
MPOro/0lIE€HHN BArOMHX i BIKOMIOMHHX yHiBepcaiB, 30Kpema IV-ro yHiBepcaay npo He3aleXHiCTb
YKpaitu B 1918 poui. AKT Nporo/oueHHs YKpaiHCbKOi AepxaBH y /IbBoBi 30 uepBHs 1941
POKy i AKT nporo/ouienHs HesanexHocTi 26 pokis Tomy. B ui aHi Heabusikiux sunpobyeatb Ta
oKynaluii TepuTopii YKpaiii, MU NIPOMOBASIEMO MMPi MOAUTBHU nepea [Ipectoasom 'ocnoadim 3a
U0/10BiKiB i KiHOK 36porHnx Cua YKpaiiv, KOTPi BiACTOOI0Tb MUP i 3aTHILIOK 6ATbKiBIMHH.

Y npoueci AepXKaBOTBOPeHH MH NOTpebyemo baraTo naskux moauTos Ao Bora, o6 Bin
Nno/ap HallOMy HapoJy Nepemory Haj HeBJAauaMH, CIOKyCaMH, Nnevaisimi, ckopboTamu i T.m.
YKpaiHa nepexuaa 6e31iu nopasok, 6UTB, cTpaxaanb i Tpareain. Yu norpibHo i we 6iblie
TakHux Hero/ i Hebesnek?

IIle moanmocob:
cTaja AincHicTIo uepes focnoatin xpecT, 3 Horo Bo/i. YKpaina sasHaa UopHOi roAHHH, CTpakAaHb,

...I xpecTom TBOIiMm OXOpOHSIFI Hac — oce/to TBolo...” Hama Hes3anekHiCTb




rpabyesanb, Tenep 3a AOMNOMOTOI0 XpecTa XPHCTOBOIO MpPHALILO
BOCKpeCiHHSl, HacTap MUp. Bauumo, 9K BH/AHiIOTb HOBO3OyAO0BaHI
cobopu, LlepKBH i Kanauli A19 npocaasaenis bora B Tporui, MaTepi
Boxoi i ceaTux. #AKi BoHH rapHi! Aze noTpibHo e i AyxosHOT
nepebyaosu camoro HapoAay. Po3nouHimo X 11e BiApOAXeHHS
CbOrOJHIlIHIM CBSATKyBaHHS!

Y ui ani BcenapoaHoi pajaocti mu 6axkaemo, 106 Ham Hapoa
XKHUB Yy €AHOCTI, iCTHHI i cnpaBeAMMBOCTi. AAXKe Ha YKpainy Brnaza Ta
™~ icKpa npaBAH, WO BepHy/lacs CAaBa, CAapa il MyueHHKiB. B eanocTi

cuaa Hapoay! CtapanHo pobimo Bce A1 PO3BOIO HAWIOI CAaBHOT
YKpaiHu, npamyroun A0 AyXOBHHUX, MOPaAbHHUX, CyCNiAbHUX,
€KOHOMIUHHX i NOAITUUHUX pedopm. [Tam’aTanmo, mo B 'ocnoJi Haua cuaa i HacHara A0 npaui.
[Mam’aTarimo i Bl1aHOBYHMO HAIHMX CMIOUHU/AUX CBITHX IepoiB i repoitb! Ycim im, noseranm y
60poTbbi 3a AepkKaBHICTb i He3a/1eKHICTb YKpaiHW BNPOAOBXK CTO/AiThb, HaleXKaTbC Halli WHUpi
MO/MTBH, NOK/AIH i uecTb. BiyHa im nam’sTb!
3aKiHuyemo MO/NTBOIO [1apioHa, muTponoanTa KHIBCbKOro, 3a HapoA Pycu-YKpainu:

“I1poAoBXK MuAiCTb TBoIO 40 Moaer TBoix! PaTi nporaHsitOuH, MHUD YTBEDAH, CyCiliB CMHPDH,
ro/04 sBramyH, Bo/104apiB Hallux 3pobH rpisSHHMH A8 CyCiAiB, 60SpiB yMyApH, rOpPOAH-MICTa poO3Ce/H.
LlepkBy TBOIO 3pOCTH, A06p0 CBOE 36epexH, MyxiB i KOH | HEMOB/ASIT CrlacH, CyliuX B pabCcTBi, B
IO/IOHI, B 1yTax, B AOPOS3i, B MJ1aBaHHI, B TEMHHLSNX, B IOJA0AI H Ccripasi, B 3AMAHSIX — YCiX MOMHAYH,
ycix noriu, ycix obaapy¥, paaicTb TBOPSIUH im i TirecHy i AymeBHy moauTBamu IIpeuncroi TBoei
Marepi i Bcix HebecHux cua i llpeareui Teoro Xpectureasa loaHHa, apoCTOAIB, TPOPOKIB,
MyUeHHKIB, NpernoiobHHX i BCiX CBITHX MOJAHUTBaAMH 3MH/A0CEPACS Had HAMH | TOMHAYH Hac!

boxe, BeiuKui, €4UHHHA,

Hauy YKpainy xpaHu! AmiHb!
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