
A Letter From the Permanent Conference of
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the

Borders of Ukraine on the Occasion of the
26th Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Today, all the bells in the sacred temples of our ancestral homeland Ukraine
ring, proclaiming the joyous news that Ukraine celebrates the 26th anniversary
of her independence.

We thank our Lord God from the bottom of our hearts for this wonderful gift – an independent and sovereign state.
It is truly a gift for all of us – both those who live in Ukraine and those whose destiny it is to live far beyond the
borders of their beloved homeland.

The first article of Ukrainian Constitution states that “Ukraine is a sovereign and independent, democratic,
social and legal state…” Let us take care that it remains that way! In the fifth article of the Constitution we read
that “Ukraine is a republic, inherently sovereign and only source of authority in Ukraine is the people”.

When we pray today in the Tropar: “Lord, save Your people…” we mean “Lord, save our Ukrainian people…”.
We continue to pray: “and bless Your inheritance…”. Today we see before us our present and our future - our
Ukrainian children and youth. You, dear Ukrainian youth, are our present and our future. Educate yourselves and
you will succeed! You, young adults – Ukrainian professionals – are our inheritance! Acquire all the knowledge you
can in order to aid Ukraine. Join the ranks of those who stand for Ukraine! Your country needs you in governmental
leadership, in private institutions and organizations. Work for the good of Ukraine!

Further we pray: “…grant victory to our God-loving (Ukrainian) people over their enemies…”. When we
open the book of our ancient and modern history, we find many victorious examples in the process of nation
building: Kyiv Rus’ the Princedom of Halyczyna and Volhyn, the Kozak state, the creation of the Central Council
(Rada) in 1917 and its significant, everlasting Declarations – in particular the Fourth, which proclaimed the
independence of Ukraine in 1918, the proclamation of Ukrainian statehood in L’viv on 30 June 1941 and the final
Declaration of Independence 26 years ago – on 24 August 1991. In these days of present trials and invasion we
offer sincere prayers for the men and women of Ukrainian armed forces that day and night protect the peace and
bright future of their homeland.

In the process of a continued state formation and European integration, many fervent prayers to God are essential.
We pray that He will grant us victory over failure, temptation, sorrow and affliction. Ukraine has suffered much
defeat faced many sorrows and much tragedy. Does she need further such disappointment and hardship?

The prayer continues: “And by Your Cross preserve Your community”. Our independence became reality through
the Lord’s Cross, by His will. Ukraine has endured many misfortunes, much suffering and outright theft of her
resources. Now, through our Lord’s Cross there is resurrection and relative peace. We see new temples, churches
and chapels being erected for the glory of God in the Holy Trinity, the Mother of God and all the Saints. They are
beautiful, but a spiritual rebirth of the people is now an absolute necessity! Let us commit ourselves to that renewal
as we celebrate this day!



On this occasion of national joy we pray fervently that our people live in unity, truth and justice. The spark of truth
has fallen upon Ukraine – her glory and the glory of her martyrs has been returned to her. In unity lies the strength
of a nation. Let us all work towards progress in our glorious ancestral homeland Ukraine, seeking spiritual, moral,
social, economic and political reform. Let us remember that our strength and hope for such an effort is in God.

We remember and honor our departed and holy heroes – all those who through the ages have sacrificed their lives
for statehood and the independence of Ukraine and her Holy Church. They deserve our sincere prayers and honor.
May their memory be eternal!

We conclude with the prayer of Metropolitan Ilarion of Kyiv for the people of Rus’-Ukraine:

“Extend Your grace to Your people! Cast aside foreign invasions, strengthen peace; pacify our neighbors;
satisfy hunger; make our rulers fearsome to our neighbors; make our leaders wise; settle the towns and
cities; build up Your Church; preserve what belongs to You. Save men, women and children as well as those
who are in slavery and captivity, those who travel by land and sea, those who hunger and thirst. Be merciful
to all, console all, bring joy to all and bestow upon them spiritual and material gifts. Through the intercessions
of Your Ever-Blessed Mother, the Holy Heavenly Powers, Your Predecessor John the Baptist, the Apostles,
the Prophets, the Venerable Martyrs and Saints, have mercy on us and bless us, o Lord!”

O, Great and Only God, save our Ukraine! Amen!
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Ç íàãîäè 26-¿ ð³÷íèö³ ïðîãîëîøåííÿ íåçàëåæíîñò³
Óêðà¿íè

Äîðîã³ é óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, â Óêðà¿í³Äîðîã³ é óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, â Óêðà¿í³Äîðîã³ é óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, â Óêðà¿í³Äîðîã³ é óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, â Óêðà¿í³Äîðîã³ é óëþáëåí³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè, â Óêðà¿í³

³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ñóù³!³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ñóù³!³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ñóù³!³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ñóù³!³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ñóù³!

Ñüîãîäí³ ÷óºìî, ÿê âåñåë³ äçâîíè ëóíàþòü ïî âñ³õ öåðâàõ

íàøî¿ Ìàòåð³ Óêðà¿íè. Âîíè ñàìå çâ³ùàþòü íàì òó ðàä³ñòü, ùî ãðîìàäÿíè Óêðà¿íè ä³æäàëèñÿ

÷àñó, ùîá â³äñâÿòêóâàòè 26-òó ð³÷íèöþ íåçàëåæíîñò³ ñâîº¿ Â³ò÷èçíè.

Ç ãëèáèíè äóø³ ìè äÿêóºìî Ãîñïîäó Áîãó çà Éîãî âåëèêèé ³ áëàãîäàòíèé äàð – íåçàëåæíó

³ ñóâåðåííó äåðæàâó. Öå äàð äëÿ âñ³õ íàñ: ³ äëÿ òèõ, äîëÿ ÿêèõ ñòåëèòüñÿ â ìåæàõ íåçàëåæíî¿

Óêðà¿íè, ³ äëÿ òèõ, ÿêèõ äîëÿ çàíåñëà äàëåêî ïîçà ìåæ³ ð³äíî¿ Áàòüê³âùèíè.

Ó ïåðø³é ñòàòò³ íîâî¿ Êîíñòèòóö³¿ ìè ÷èòàºìî, ùî Óêðà¿íà º ñóâåðåííà ³ íåçàëåæíà,

äåìîêðàòè÷íà, ñîö³àëüíà ïðàâîâà äåðæàâà... Áåðåæ³ìî ¿¿!

Òðîõè äàë³, ó ï’ÿò³é ñòàòò³ ÷èòàºìî: “Óêðà¿íà º ðåñïóáë³êîþ, íîñ³ºì ñóâåðåí³òåòó ³

ºäèíèì äæåðåëîì âëàäè â Óêðà¿í³ º íàðîä”. Ñüîãîäí³ ìè ìîëèìîñü: “Ñïàñè, Ãîñïîäè, ëþäåé

Òâî¿õ...” ²íøèìè ñëîâàìè: “Ãîñïîäè, ñïàñè íàø óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä!”

“…³ áëàãîñëîâè íàñë³ääÿ Òâîº…” Ñüîãîäí³ ìè áà÷èìî ïåðåä ñîáîþ íàøó òåïåð³øí³ñòü

³ íàøó ìàéáóòí³ñòü – íàøèõ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ä³òåé ³ ìîëîäü.  Äîðîãà óêðà¿íñüêà ìîëîäå!  Âè

íàøå ñüîãîäåííÿ ³ ìàéáóòíº!  Â÷³òüñÿ – ³ ïåðåìîæåòå!  À âè, ñòàðøå ïîêîë³ííÿ, óêðà¿íñüê³

ïðîôåñ³îíàëè!  Âè íàøå íàñë³ääÿ!  Çäîáóâàéòå íàóêó ³ çíàííÿ, ÿê äîïîìîãòè Óêðà¿í³!

Ñòàâàéòå â ðÿäè óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ñïðàâè!  Óêðà¿íà äóæå ïîòðåáóº âàñ, ùîá âè î÷îëèëè óðÿäîâ³ é

íåóðÿäîâ³ óñòàíîâè é îðãàí³çàö³¿!  Ïðàöþéòå íà êîðèñòü Óêðà¿íè!

Äàë³ ìîëèìîñü:  “…ïåðåìîãó ïîáîæíîìó íàðîäîâ³ íàøîìó (óêðà¿íñüêîìó) íàä

ñóïðîòèâíèêàìè ïîäàé…”  Êîëè ìè ðîçêðèºìî êíèãó íàøî¿ äàâíüî¿ ³ íîâ³òíüî¿ ³ñòîð³¿, òî

çíàéäåìî â í³é ÷èìàëî çðàçê³â ïåðåìîãè ³ äåðæàâîòâîðåííÿ:  Êè¿âñüêà Ðóñü, Ãàëèöüêî-

Âîëèíñüêå êíÿç³âñòâî, êîçàöüêà äåðæàâà, óòâîðåííÿ Öåíòðàëüíî¿ Ðàäè â 1917 ðîö³,

ïðîãîëîøåííÿ âàãîìèõ ³ â³êîïîìíèõ óí³âåðñàë³â, çîêðåìà ²V-ãî óí³âåðñàëó ïðî íåçàëåæí³ñòü

Óêðà¿íè â 1918 ðîö³.  Àêò ïðîãîëîøåííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ äåðæàâè ó Ëüâîâ³ 30 ÷åðâíÿ 1941

ðîêó ³ Àêò ïðîãîëîøåííÿ Íåçàëåæíîñò³ 26 ðîê³â òîìó.  Â ö³ äí³ íåàáèÿêèõ âèïðîáóâàíü òà

îêóïàö³¿ òåðèòîð³¿ Óêðà¿íè, ìè ïðîìîâëÿºìî ùèð³ ìîëèòâè ïåðåä Ïðåñòîëîì Ãîñïîäí³ì çà

÷îëîâ³ê³â ³ æ³íîê Çáðîéíèõ Ñèë Óêðà¿íè, êîòð³ â³äñòîþþòü ìèð ³ çàòèøîê áàòüê³âùèíè.

Ó ïðîöåñ³ äåðæàâîòâîðåííÿ ìè ïîòðåáóºìî áàãàòî ïàëêèõ ìîëèòîâ äî Áîãà, ùîá Â³í

ïîäàâ íàøîìó íàðîäó ïåðåìîãó íàä íåâäà÷àìè, ñïîêóñàìè, ïå÷àëÿìè, ñêîðáîòàìè ³ ò.ï.

Óêðà¿íà ïåðåæèëà áåçë³÷ ïîðàçîê, áèòâ, ñòðàæäàíü ³ òðàãåä³é.  ×è ïîòð³áíî ¿é ùå á³ëüøå

òàêèõ íåãîä ³ íåáåçïåê?

Ùå ìîëèìîñü:  “…³ õðåñòîì Òâî¿ì îõîðîíÿé íàñ – îñåëþ Òâîþ…” Íàøà íåçàëåæí³ñòü

ñòàëà ä³éñí³ñòþ ÷åðåç Ãîñïîäí³é õðåñò, ç Éîãî âîë³.  Óêðà¿íà çàçíàëà ÷îðíî¿ ãîäèíè, ñòðàæäàíü,



ãðàáóâàíü, òåïåð çà äîïîìîãîþ õðåñòà Õðèñòîâîãî ïðèéøëî

âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, íàñòàâ ìèð.  Áà÷èìî, ÿê âèäí³þòü íîâîçáóäîâàí³

ñîáîðè, öåðêâè ³ êàïëèö³ äëÿ ïðîñëàâëåííÿ Áîãà â Òðîéö³, Ìàòåð³

Áîæî¿ ³ ñâÿòèõ.  ßê³ âîíè ãàðí³!  Àëå ïîòð³áíî ùå é äóõîâíî¿

ïåðåáóäîâè ñàìîãî íàðîäó. Ðîçïî÷í³ìî æ öå â³äðîäæåííÿ

ñüîãîäí³øí³ì ñâÿòêóâàííÿ!

Ó ö³ äí³ âñåíàðîäíî¿ ðàäîñò³ ìè áàæàºìî, ùîá íàø íàðîä

æèâ ó ºäíîñò³, ³ñòèí³ ³ ñïðàâåäëèâîñò³. Àäæå íà Óêðà¿íó âïàëà òà

³ñêðà ïðàâäè, ùî âåðíóëàñÿ ñëàâà, ñëàâà ¿¿ ìó÷åíèê³â. Â ºäíîñò³

ñèëà íàðîäó! Ñòàðàííî ðîá³ìî âñå äëÿ ðîçâîþ íàøî¿ ñëàâíî¿

Óêðà¿íè, ïðÿìóþ÷è äî äóõîâíèõ, ìîðàëüíèõ, ñóñï³ëüíèõ,

åêîíîì³÷íèõ ³ ïîë³òè÷íèõ ðåôîðì. Ïàì’ÿòàéìî, ùî â Ãîñïîä³ íàøà ñèëà ³ íàñíàãà äî ïðàö³.

Ïàì’ÿòàéìî ³ âøàíîâóéìî íàøèõ ñïî÷èëèõ ñâÿòèõ ãåðî¿â ³ ãåðî¿íü! Óñ³ì ¿ì, ïîëåãëèì ó

áîðîòüá³ çà äåðæàâí³ñòü ³ íåçàëåæí³ñòü Óêðà¿íè âïðîäîâæ ñòîë³òü, íàëåæàòüñÿ íàø³ ùèð³

ìîëèòâè, ïîêë³í ³ ÷åñòü. Â³÷íà ¿ì ïàì’ÿòü!Â³÷íà ¿ì ïàì’ÿòü!Â³÷íà ¿ì ïàì’ÿòü!Â³÷íà ¿ì ïàì’ÿòü!Â³÷íà ¿ì ïàì’ÿòü!

Çàê³í÷óºìî ìîëèòâîþ ²ëàð³îíà, ìèòðîïîëèòà Êè¿âñüêîãî, çà íàðîä Ðóñè-Óêðà¿íè:

“Ïðîäîâæ ìèë³ñòü Òâîþ äî ëþäåé Òâî¿õ! Ðàò³ ïðîãàíÿþ÷è, ìèð óòâåðäè, ñóñ³ä³â ñìèðè,

ãîëîä âãàìóé, âîëîäàð³â íàøèõ çðîáè ãð³çíèìè äëÿ ñóñ³ä³â, áîÿð³â óìóäðè, ãîðîäè-ì³ñòà ðîçñåëè.

Öåðêâó Òâîþ çðîñòè, äîáðî Ñâîº çáåðåæè, ìóæ³â ³ æîí ³ íåìîâëÿò ñïàñè, ñóùèõ â ðàáñòâ³, â

ïîëîí³, â ïóòàõ, â äîðîç³, â ïëàâàíí³, â òåìíèöÿõ, â ãîëîä³ é ñïðàç³, â çëèäíÿõ – óñ³õ ïîìèëóé,

óñ³õ ïîò³ø, óñ³õ îáäàðóé, ðàä³ñòü òâîðÿ÷è ¿ì ³ ò³ëåñíó ³ äóøåâíó ìîëèòâàìè Ïðå÷èñòî¿ Òâîº¿

Ìàòåð³ ³ âñ³õ íåáåñíèõ ñèë ³ Ïðåäòå÷³ Òâîãî Õðåñòèòåëÿ ²îàííà, àðîñòîë³â, ïðîðîê³â,

ìó÷åíèê³â, ïðåïîäîáíèõ ³ âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ ìîëèòâàìè çìèëîñåðäñÿ íàä íàìè ³ ïîìèëóé íàñ!

Áîæå, Âåëèêèé, ªäèíèé,

Íàøó Óêðà¿íó õðàíè! Àì³íü!

+ Þð³é+ Þð³é+ Þð³é+ Þð³é+ Þð³é

Ìèòðîïîëèò  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Àíòîí³é+ Àíòîí³é+ Àíòîí³é+ Àíòîí³é+ Àíòîí³é

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ òà Ä³àñïîðè

+ ªðåì³ÿ+ ªðåì³ÿ+ ªðåì³ÿ+ ªðåì³ÿ+ ªðåì³ÿ

Àðõ³ºïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿

+Äàíè¿ë+Äàíè¿ë+Äàíè¿ë+Äàíè¿ë+Äàíè¿ë

Àðõ³ºïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ

+ ²ëàð³îí+ ²ëàð³îí+ ²ëàð³îí+ ²ëàð³îí+ ²ëàð³îí

ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Àíäð³é+ Àíäð³é+ Àíäð³é+ Àíäð³é+ Àíäð³é

ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³


