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ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

Âñå÷åñíîìó  Äóõîâåíñòâó ó Õðèñò³,
Äèÿêîíñòâó, Ïðåïîäîáíîìó Ìîíàøåñòâó

³ Ïîáîæíèì Ìèðÿíàì íàøî¿ Öåðêâè,
äîðó÷åíèì íàø³é Àðõèïàñòèðñüê³é îï³ö³.

«Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ ³ç ìåðòâèõ ñìåðòþ ñìåðòü
ïîäîëàâ ³ òèì ùî â ãðîáàõ æèòòÿ äàðóâàâ».

 

Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!
 

Ñê³ëüêè ðàäîñò³ ³ íàä³¿ âêëàäàºìî ìè â ö³ ñëîâà! Ç
ÿêèì íàäõíåííÿì ìè ïîâòîðþºìî ¿õ áåçë³÷ ðàç³â ó ïàñõàëüí³
äí³! ² ùî îçíà÷àþòü âîíè äëÿ êîæíîãî ³ç íàñ! Â íèõ
ñêîíöåíòðîâàíî ñóòí³ñòü íàøî¿ â³ðè, ñåíñ íàøîãî çåìíîãî æèòòÿ.
 Ç óñ³õ âåëèêèõ ïðàçíèê³â íàøîãî öåðêîâíîãî ðîêó
íàéá³ëüø óðî÷èñòèé ³ ðàä³ñíèé – öå ñâ³òëèé Ïðàçíèê
Õðèñòîâîãî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ. ßê êàæå ³ðìîñ 8-î¿ ï³ñí³ ïàñõàëüíîãî
êàíîíó óòðåí³ «Öàð ³ Ãîñïîäü ïðàçíèê³â ïðàçíèê ³ òîðæåñòâî
³ç  òîðæåñòâ».
 Ñâ. Àìâðîñ³é Ìåä³îëàíñüêèé ãîâîðèòü: «Ó Õðèñò³
âîñêðåñ ñâ³ò –ëþäñòâî, â Íüîìó âîñêðåñëî íåáî ³ â Íüîìó
âîñêðåñëà çåìëÿ». Ñâ. Ãðèãîð³é Áîãîñëîâ ãîâîðèòü: «Ïàñõà
– öå íàéá³ëüøèé ïðàçíèê, öå òîðæåñòâî ³ç òîðæåñòâ». Ñàìå
â òàêèé îñîáëèâèé ñïîñ³á Ñâ. Îòö³ íàøî¿ Õðèñòîâî¿ Öåðêâè
ï³äêðåñëþþòü çíà÷åííÿ ³ âåëè÷ Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî.
 Áåç Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâîãî íåìà í³ õðèñòèÿíñòâà,
í³ â³÷íîñò³. Õðèñòîñ ðîç³ï’ÿòèé íà Õðåñò³ ïîìåð ÿê ëþäèíà,
à âîñêðåñ ÿêî Áîã, à öå îçíà÷àº, ùî Â³í º ³ñòèííèé Ñèí
Áîæèé, íàø Ñïàñèòåëü ³ Âèçâîëèòåëü. Â íüîãî òðåáà â³ðèòè,
íà íüîãî òðåáà ïîêëàäàòè íàä³þ ³ ëþáèòè Éîãî âñ³ì ñåðöåì.
×åðåç Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâå  ìè ñïàñåíí³ ³ ìàºìî
ìîæëèâ³ñòü áëàãîäàòòþ Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà î÷èùàòèñÿ â³ä ãð³õ³â,
óïîä³áíþâàòèñÿ Áîãîâ³ â ñâÿòîñò³ é ìèëîñåðä³. Äëÿ íàñ
÷åðåç Íüîãî â³äêðèò³ Äâåð³ Íåáåñíîãî Öàðñòâà.
 Òîìó ó ñâ³òëèé ³ ðàä³ñíèé äåíü Õðèñòîâîãî
Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Ñâ. Öåðêâà âçèâàº íåáî ³ çåìëþ äî ñâÿòî¿ Áîæî¿
ðàäîñò³ «Õàé íåáåñà äîñòîéíî âåñåëÿòüñÿ, õàé ðàä³º çåìëÿ,
õàé ïðàçíóº óâåñü ñâ³ò âèäèìèé ³ íåâèäèìèé, áî Õðèñòîñ
óñòàâ - ðàä³ñòü â³÷íà» (ïåðøà ï³ñíÿ Ïàñõàëüíîãî êàíîíó).
 ßêùî Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ – öå çíà÷èòü, ùî ìè ìàºìî
íàä³þ íà æèòòÿ â³÷íå. Àï.. Ïàâëî ãîâîðèòü: «Òîé Õòî
âîñêðåñèâ Ãîñïîäà ²ñóñà, âîñêðåñèòü ÷åðåç ²ñóñà ³ íàñ» (2
Êîð. 4:14) äëÿ æèòòÿ â³÷íîãî. Â³ðà ëþäèíè ó Õðèñòîâå
Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ çàâæäè áóëà ïîâ’ÿçàíà ç â³ðîþ â áåçñìåðòÿ
äóø³. Öÿ â³ðà íàãàäóº íàì, õðèñòèÿíàì, ïðî òîðæåñòâî
äîáðà, ïðî â³÷í³ñòü, ïðî òå, ùî Õðèñòîñ æèâèé ³ çàâæäè ç
íàìè. Öÿ â³ðà óòâåðäèëàñÿ â àïîñòîë³â Õðèñòîâèõ ï³ñëÿ
Éîãî âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, ï³äòðèìóâàëàñü ³ çì³öíþâàëàñü ÿâëåííÿì
Éîãî â ªðóñàëèì³, ó Âèôàí³¿, ïî äîðîç³ â Åììàóñ ³ íà
ªëåîíñüê³é ãîð³.

 Ñâî¿ì Âîñêðåñ³ííÿì ³ç ìåðòâèõ Õðèñòîñ óòâåðäæóº â
íàñ â³ðó â íàøå ìàéáóòíº âîñêðåñ³ííÿ. Ó Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ
áóëà Ãîëãîôà, àëå ï³ñëÿ íå¿ ïðèéøëî âîñêðåñ³ííÿ. Ó êîæíî¿
ëþäèíè òàêîæ º ñâîÿ Ãîëãîôà ³ ñâ³é æèòòºâèé õðåñò. Àëå
êîëè ìè áóäåìî âèêîíóâàòè Çàïîâ³ä³ Áîæ³ ³ íàìàãàòèñÿ
óïîä³áíþâàòèñÿ Õðèñòó â ïåðåíåñåíí³ ñòðàæäàíü, ùî âèïàäàþòü
íà íàøó äîëþ, òî ³ äëÿ íàñ áóäå âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ³ æèòòÿ â³÷íå â
Îñåëÿõ Öàðñòâà Íåáåñíîãî.
 Ó ö³ ñâÿòêîâ³ Ïàñõàëüí³ äí³ ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî Âàñ, íàøèõ
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð ó Ä³àñïîð³ - ùî ðîçñ³ÿí³ ïî âñüîìó
ñâ³ò³. Ïîçäîðîâëÿºìî ³ íàøèõ â³ðíèõ â Óêðà¿í³.  Íåõàé Âîñêðåñëèé
Ãîñïîäü ºäíàº óñ³õ íàñ ñâîºþ ëþáîâ’þ, íàïîâíþº íàø³ äóø³
äóõîâíîþ ðàä³ñòþ, âñåëÿº â íàø³ ñåðöÿ ìèð ³ çëàãîäó.
 

Âî³ñòèíó Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!
 

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

 ³ â ä³àñïîð³
+ ²âàí

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³
+ Àíòîí³é

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ
+ ²îàí

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³
+ Þð³é

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³
+ ªðåì³ÿ

Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

+ ²ëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ



THE PASCHA EPISTLE OF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE
OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND

THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Reverend Clergy, the Diaconate in Christ, the Venerable Monastics and
Faithful Laity of our Church commissioned to our Archpastoral care.

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death and
to those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
Christ is Risen!

How much joy and hope we invest in these words! With what inspiration we
continuously repeat them during the Paschal Holy Days! And what great meaning they
have for each and every one of us! The essence of our Faith and the meaning of our
earthly life are concentrated in these words.

The most festive and joyous Feast of all Feasts of the ecclesiastical year is that of
the glorious Resurrection of our Lord. As we sing in the ninth irmos of the Paschal Canon
at Matins: “This chosen and holy day is the first of the Sabbaths, the queen and lady, the
feast of feasts, and the festival of festivals.”

St. Ambrose of Milan writes: “In Christ the world
was resurrected along with mankind, in Him the Heavens
were resurrected, in Him the earth was resurrected.” And St.
Gregory the Theologian writes: “Pascha is the greatest Feast,
the most solemn of solemnities!” Thus, in this special manner
the Holy Fathers of Christ’s Church underlined the meaning
and the greatness of Christ’s Resurrection.

Without Christ’s glorious Resurrection there would
be no Christianity, no eternity. Christ was crucified on the
Cross, He died as a man and rose from the dead as God
Triumphant and this means that He is, indeed, the Son of
God, our Savior and Redeemer. We must have faith in Him,
we must place our hope in Him and love Him with all our
hearts. Through Christ’s Resurrection, we are saved and by
the Grace of the Holy Spirit we have the opportunity to be
cleansed from our sins, and to become similar to Him in His
holiness and mercy. Through Him the Gates to the Heavenly
Kingdom are opened for us.

For this reason, on the bright and joyous Day of
Christ’s Resurrection our Holy Church calls Heaven and Earth
to share in the sacred and divine Joy: “meet it is that the
Heavens should rejoice, that the earth should be glad and
that the whole world, both visible and invisible, should keep
the feast, for Christ our everlasting Joy, has arisen “. (First
Ode of the Paschal Canon).

If Christ is Risen then we have hope for eternal life!
St. Paul says: “He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise
us up through Jesus”…to eternal life (2 Cor.4:14). Mankind’s
belief in Christ’s Resurrection was always tied to a belief in
the immortality of the soul. This faith reminds us Christians
about the triumph of goodness, of eternity, that Christ is
alive and with us always. This faith was confirmed in Christ’s
Apostles following His Resurrection and was reinforced and
strengthened by His appearance to them in Jerusalem, in
Bethany, on the road to Emmaus and on the Mount of
Olives.

By His Resurrection, Christ strengthens our faith in
our own future resurrection. In Christ our Savior there was
Golgotha, but it was followed by the Resurrection. Every
human being experiences his or her own Golgotha and a
life’s cross.  As long as we live, however, in accordance with
God’s Commandments and strive to be like Christ in bearing
our afflictions, there will be a resurrection and eternal life in
the realm of the Heavenly Kingdom.

In these Holy Paschal days we heartily greet you,
our Orthodox brothers and sisters in Diaspora and scattered
throughout the whole world. We wholeheartedly greet our
beloved faithful who reside in Ukraine. May the Risen Lord
unite us all in His love, fill our souls with spiritual joy, and
infuse our hearts with peace and harmony.
 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
 

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church

of the USA and the Diaspora
+John

Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Antony

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Ioan

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
+Yurij

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Jeremiah

Archbishop of the South American Eparchy of the UOC
+Ilarion

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Andriy

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Daniel

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA


