PERMANENT GONFERENGE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
HIERARGHS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAING

Feast of the Nativity
of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 2009

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond
the Borders of Ukraine and to our Brothers and Sisters
of the Faith in Ukraine:

Peace be with you from the Christ-Child —
born of God'’s Love for us!

Ghrist is Born!

Once again, we experience, by the grace of God, the Great Feast of the Nativity of Our
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the midst of Winter, bringing to us a Spring-like joy, the joy
of the birth of the Infant, “a great joy which will be for all people..for there is born to you this
day in the city of David, a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 10-11).

Today is born the One whose advent the Righteous men and women of the Old
Testament hoped for, the One proclaimed by the Prophets of the nation of Israel, the Creator
of the World, the Almighty and Sustaining God is born of the All-Holy Virgin Mary as a weak
human child. The Second Person of the Holy Trinity becomes the Son of Man, to make us
children of God by Grace, so that we may, with boldness and without condemnation call upon
our Heavenly God, as Father. The Son of God descends from the Heaven to raise all to Heaven,
to grant us life eternal, “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and
by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
having made peace through the blood of His Cross (Colossians 1: 19-20). By His birth the Son of
God humbles Himself as the Apostle Paul says: “..being in the form of God..made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men” (Philippians
2:6-7) with endless love for us.

Today heaven and earth rejoice, “the fullness of time has arrived” (Galatians 4:4),
anticipated for centuries, promised by God - “So all this was done that it might be fulfilled,
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the Virgin shall be with
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel’, which is translated ‘God with us."”
(Matthew 1:22) Angels and humans spiritually rejoice. Today we sing with the Holy Church:
“Christ is born — glorify Him! Christ has come from Heaven — welcome Him! Christ is on earth —
exult Him! (Irmos of the Nativity Matins Canon)

The world, which after the sinful fall of Adam and Eve, was veiled in sadness and
darkness and because of sin lost its filial relationship with God, rejoices today for the Son of
God, by His nativity, again renews to humanity the path of reconciliation with God, which leads
to adoption by God and to Theosis (becoming one with God).

On the eve of this Holy Day, more that 2000 years ago, the new Bethlehem star shone
above the world to guide the Wise Men from the East to the new-born Christ the Savior in a
Bethlehem cave. As the Evangelist Matthew records, among the first to arrive and welcome the
new-born God-man were the Wise Men from the East, “who saw His star and came to worship
Him" (Matthew 2:2). Saint John Chrysostom comments that the star of Bethlehem was not an
ordinary star, for it moved not as do other stars in the firmament, from east to west, but from
the north of Jerusalem to the south to Bethlehem; the wise men from the east saw it



throughout the day and the night, until it stood over the Bethlehem cave, “"where the young
child was.” (Matthew 2:9)

Saint John Chrysostom states that this was not an ordinary star, but an invisible power,
which appeared in the form of a star. Other Holy Fathers note that it was the Archangel
Gabriel, who assumed that form of a star and who, after the Wise Men worshipped and
presented gifts to the new-born Christ the Savior, appeared to them in a dream in his true form,
warning them not to return to Herod.

More than 2000 years ago the star of Bethlehem guided the Wise Men to worship the
newborn Savior and today that star guides all of us to our parish churches to worship Him, Who
is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6) For more than 1020 years this star of
Bethlehem has enlightened the way traveled by our God-loving Ukrainian people in Ukraine and
beyond her borders. This path of life in Christ, followed by our people was at times similar to
the times of martyrdom experienced in the early ages of Christianity. For over 70 years the
satanic Communist empire sought to replace the star of Bethlehem with its red star, but the
light of the star of Bethlehem never did and never will grow dim and will never cease to
enlighten the way traveled by our God-loving nation for “God is with us”, Who is born today in
Bethlehem of Judea.

We wholeheartedly greet all of you — our spiritual children and our brothers and sisters
in the Faith and by blood lineage, who reside in Ukraine and in the Diaspora, with the great
feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and we pray that the blessings of the
new-born Christ the Savior will remain with you at all times unto the ages of ages.

In His abundant Love and with great Joy,
+ Constantine
Metropolitan — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

and in Diaspora

+ John
Metropolitan — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+loan
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ Yurij
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy

+ llarion
Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andrij
Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA



MOGTIMHA KOHOEPEHIIIA VKPATHGRKNX
IPAROGAABHHUX GIIHUGKOIIIB ITO3A
MEKAMH VKPATHHU

[lpenofobHum OTLAM, BCEHECHOMY MOHALIECTBY, boxoMmy noay YKpaiHcbkoi
[IpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu B YKpaiHi | no3a Helo:

Mup Bam B HapoaxeHoro 3 j1loboBu [0 BCIX HAC
locnopa Hatoro Icyca Xpucra!

Xpucroc Hapopxkyernca!

| 3HOBY 3 nacky boxoi o Hac NpuxoOuTb B cepeduvHi 3MMWU Benunke CBATO Pi3OBo
Focnoga i Cnaca Haworo lcyca XpwcTa, Hecydu HaM BeCHSIHY paflicTb, PafiCTb HapPOOXKEHHS
HemoBns, “pagicte Benviky, ska byge BCiM ogam. bo HuHI y MICTi [aBu[oBOMy HapoAMBCA
Cnacurenb, akui € Xpucroc bor” (Jk. 2, 10-11).

CborofHi HapoOXyeTbcs TOM Ha NpuXig SKOro Hagisnncs CTapo3aBiTHI NpaBegHVKK, Tow
nNpo AKOro MNPOBILLaAM MNPOPOKM Hapody I3painbcbkoro, TBOpeub CBITY, BcecumbHun bor —
Bcenepxuntens Hapomxyetbca Big MNpecsatol OiBn Mapil 9K HemidHe noacbke Hemosnsa. Opyra
ocoba MMpecssiToi Tpowui, CuH Boxmn ctae  CuHOM JTioAcbkuM, LWOO 3pobUT HAc CUHAMMU
Boxunmum no Gna-rogati, Wod MU Mornu 0e3bos3Ho, HeocydHO Npu3mMBaTh HebecHoro Bora sk
Otus. CuH boxunm cxoantb 3 Hebec, Wob BCiX HAC MigHATU Lo Hebec, Wob AapyBaTy HaMm XUTTS
Bi4He, “O0 OnaroyrogHo Oyno OTujo, wob y Hbomy Oyna Bcsa MoBHOTa i WOO 4epe3 Hboro
npummnpnTi 3 Cobolo Bce, yMUpOTBOPUTM Yepe3 Hboro, Kpos'io xpecta Moro, i 3emHe, i HebecHe”
(Kon. 1, 19-20). CuH Boxunn nprHUXyeTbcs CBOIM HAPOMAXKEHHAM, K nule anocton [lasno:
"Oynyun obpazoM Boxum, npuHmsme Cebe Camoro, NPUMHABLUM BUrAsL paba, 3poOMBLUMCH
noLioHMM Lo Miogen, i 3 BUrnagy ctaB sk moanHa” (dnn 2, 6-7) 3 6e3koHeqHoT NoboBi 40 Hac.

CborogHi pagie HebecHe i 3emHe, cborogHi “npui-wina nosHota 4vacy” (lan. 4,4), aky
Yyekanu Bikamu, ska obiusHa borom, cborofHi 30ynocs ckasaHe [ocnodoM Yepes npopoka, SKuM
roBopuTh : “ocb [liBa B yTpobi npunmMe 1 Hapoauts CuHa, i HapedyTb iM'a Vlomy EMMaHyin, Lo
03Ha-4ya€ — 3 Hamu bor” (MT 1,22). AHrenu i niogy OyXOBHO pafitoTb. | CborogHi My pasom 3
CesaTtoto LlepkBoto cniBaeMo: “XpUCTOC HaPOAXKYETbCA — CNaBiTe, XpUCTOC 3 Hebec — 3ycTpivanTe,
XpucTocC Ha 3emni — Benunyante” (ipMoc 1 MicHi KaHoHa Pi3aBaAHOT yTpeHi).

CBIT, AKWKW nicns rpixonagiHHg Agama i €8M, ByB OMOBUTU CMYTKOM | TEMPSABOLO, AKWIA
BTPATMB 4Yepe3 Ipix CUMHIBCbKMI 3B'A30K 3 borom, cboromHi Topxecteye, 60 CuH Boxuin CBoOIM
HapOLKEHHAIM 3HOBY BIOHOBIIOE JIOACBKOMY pOAy LWAAX OO MPUMUPEHHS NoavHK 3 borow,
LWNAX 4O BCUHOBIIEHHS | ODOXEHHS.

B cborofHilwHii Bevip Oinblwl Ak 2000 pokiB TOMy Ha3afd Hag CBiTOM 3acisna HoBa
Budneemcbka 30ps, WOO nokasatv Wnax OO HOBOHapomxeHoro Xpucta Cnacutens vy
Budneemcbkii nedepi cxinHum Myapeusm. Ak nuwie €saHrennct MaTsin, ogHi 3 nepLlunx, sKi
NPUALLNM NPUBITaTM HOBOHapoaXeHoro boroyonosika Oynun mygpedi 3i Cxony, WO ©aynnm 3opio
Vioro i niwnmn noknoHutce Momy (MT. 2,2). Ceatuin loaH 30M10TOYCT 3a3Hadvae, Wo Budneemcbka
30ps He Oyna 3BWYAMHOIO 3ipKOIO, TOMY LIO pyXanacb He Tak fK 3BWMYaWHi 30pi Ha Hebocxuni
TbKW 31 CXOQy Ha 3axid, a HaBiTb 3 MiBHOYI 3 €pycannmy Ha niBdeHb OO0 Budneemy, cxigHi
fopory, a konu Tpeba i 3ynuHanaca, Ak Hag Budneemcebkolo nedepoto fe 6yno Hemosns (MT.
2,9). CeATMI loaH 30M10TOYCT POBUTL BUCHOBOK, LLIO Lie Byna He NpocTa 30ps, a HEBMAMMA CUNa,
fika NMpuUrHaNa obpas 3ipku. IHWi Ceati OTUi 3a3HavaloTb, WO Le OyB ApxaHren FaBpuin, aKum
NpUMHAB 00pa3 3ipkKM, a MicNA iX MOKMOHIHHA | MpUHEeCeHHs OapiB HOBOHAPOOXEHOMY XPUCTy
CnacuTento y CHi BXe 3'ABMBCS CXigHUM MyOpeLsM B CBOEMY LiICHOMY 00pasi, Hakasyloum iM He
noBepTaTuCca Ao Ipoaa.



Binbw axk 2000 pokie Budneemcbka 30ps npuBena Myapeuis 3i Cxody MOKMOHUTACS
HOBOHapoaKeHoMy CnacuTenesi | CbOrOAHI LA 30pa NpuMBena BCX Hac AOPOrolo 4O Xpamis
Boxux, Wwob noknoHutuca Tomy, akun CaM € “goporoto, npasgot i xutram” (18.14,6) Hawmm.
Bxe 6Ginblie sk 1020 pokiB Us Budneemcbka 30ps OCBITMIOE LWAAX HalloMy boronobusomy
yKpaiHCbKOMY HapodoBi B YKpaiHi i 3a i1 mexamu. Len wnsax OyTTa y XpuUCTi Haworo Hapoay Oys
4acaMM MomiOHWMM [0 YacdiB MyYeHWUbKMX Meplinx BiKiB XpUCTUAHCTBA, MoHan 70 pokis
CaTaHWHCbKa KOMYHICTKYHa iMMepis XoTina NigMIHUTA CBITNO BudneeMcbkoi 30pi CBOEIO HYEPBOHOIO
3ipKoto, ane CBITNO Budneemcbkol 30pi HIKOAM He 3HWKaNO | He 3HMKHEe 3i LWSXy Hauworo
Doronobreoro Hapogy, 60 3 Hamu bor, Ak CbOrofHI HAPOAXKYETLCS Yy Budneemi KOaencbkomy.

CepoeyHo BITaEMO BCiX BaC, HalLmx OpaTiB i cecTep Mo Bipi i KPOBI, B Aiacrnopi i B YKpaiHi
3 BeNMKM cBSTOM PizgBa Mocnoga i Cnaca Halworo Icyca Xpucta i Monnmo, o6 61aroc/ioBeHHs
HoBOHapoaxkeHoro Xpucta Cnacutens nepebyBano Hag BCiMa Bami 3aBXAM | MOBCSKYAC i Ha
BIKM BIYHI.

B XpucroBivi 1060BI Ta pagiCHVIMM BITAHHAMMY,

+ KOHCTaHTUH
Mutpononut YkpaiHcekoi NpaBociasHoi Llepkau B CLLIA
I B 4iacriopi;

+ IBaH
Mutpononut YkpaiHcekoi [paBociaBHoi LlepkBu B KaHaal

+ AHTOHIN
Apxuerckon YkpaiHcekoi [lpasocnasHoi Llepksu B CLLIA,

+ loaH
APXUENNCKON YKpaiHCbKoI [paBociaBHOI LlepkBu B aiacriopi;

+ IOpiv
Apxuenmckon YkpaiHcokol [TpaBocinaBHoi Llepkau B KaHaai;

+ Epemisa
Apxwuennckon [NiBaeHHo-AMeprKaHcbKoI €Enapxii YkpaiHcbkoi [MpaBociaBHoI Llepkau.

+ InapioH
€nmckon YkpaiHcbkoi [paBociaBHoi Llepkeu B KaHaai;

+ AHApiv
Envckon YkpaiHcbkoi lpaBociaBHoi Liepksu B KaHadi;

+ JlaHnin
€nunckon YkpaiHcbkoi [TpaBociaBHoil Llepksu B CLLIA



