
PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX 
HIERARCHS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE 

 
Feast of the Nativity  

of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 2009 
 

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful  
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond  

the Borders of Ukraine and to our Brothers and Sisters  
of the Faith in Ukraine:    

 
Peace be with you from the Christ-Child —  

born of God’s Love for us! 
 

Christ is Born! 
 

 Once again, we experience, by the grace of God, the Great Feast of the Nativity of Our 
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the midst of Winter, bringing to us a Spring-like joy, the joy 
of the birth of the Infant, “a great joy which will be for all people…for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David, a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 10-11). 
 Today is born the One whose advent the Righteous men and women of the Old 
Testament hoped for, the One proclaimed by the Prophets of the nation of Israel, the Creator 
of the World, the Almighty and Sustaining God is born of the All-Holy Virgin Mary as a weak 
human child.  The Second Person of the Holy Trinity becomes the Son of Man, to make us 
children of God by Grace, so that we may, with boldness and without condemnation call upon 
our Heavenly God, as Father. The Son of God descends from the Heaven to raise all to Heaven, 
to grant us life eternal, “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and 
by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
having made peace through the blood of His Cross (Colossians 1: 19-20). By His birth the Son of 
God humbles Himself as the Apostle Paul says: “…being in the form of God…made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men” (Philippians 
2:6-7) with endless love for us. 
 Today heaven and earth rejoice, “the fullness of time has arrived” (Galatians 4:4), 
anticipated for centuries, promised by God - “So all this was done that it might be fulfilled, 
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:  ‘Behold, the Virgin shall be with 
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel’, which is translated ‘God with us.’” 
(Matthew 1:22) Angels and humans spiritually rejoice. Today we sing with the Holy Church: 
“Christ is born — glorify Him! Christ has come from Heaven — welcome Him! Christ is on earth — 
exult Him! (Irmos of the Nativity Matins Canon) 
 The world, which after the sinful fall of Adam and Eve, was veiled in sadness and 
darkness and because of sin lost its filial relationship with God, rejoices today for the Son of 
God, by His nativity, again renews to humanity the path of reconciliation with God, which leads 
to adoption by God and  to Theosis (becoming one with God). 
 On the eve of this Holy Day, more that 2000 years ago, the new Bethlehem star shone 
above the world to guide the Wise Men from the East to the new-born Christ the Savior in a 
Bethlehem cave. As the Evangelist Matthew records, among the first to arrive and welcome the 
new-born God-man were the Wise Men from the East, “who saw His star and came to worship 
Him” (Matthew 2:2). Saint John Chrysostom comments that the star of Bethlehem was not an 
ordinary star, for it moved not as do other stars in the firmament, from east to west, but from 
the north of Jerusalem to the south to Bethlehem; the wise men from the east saw it 



throughout the day and the night, until it stood over the Bethlehem cave, “where the young 
child was.” (Matthew 2:9) 
 Saint John Chrysostom states that this was not an ordinary star, but an invisible power, 
which appeared in the form of a star. Other Holy Fathers note that it was the Archangel 
Gabriel, who assumed that form of a star and who, after the Wise Men worshipped and 
presented gifts to the new-born Christ the Savior, appeared to them in a dream in his true form, 
warning them not to return to Herod. 
 More than 2000 years ago the star of Bethlehem guided the Wise Men to worship the 
newborn Savior and today that star guides all of us to our parish churches to worship Him, Who 
is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6)  For more than 1020 years this star of 
Bethlehem has enlightened the way traveled by our God-loving Ukrainian people in Ukraine and 
beyond her borders. This path of life in Christ, followed by our people was at times similar to 
the times of martyrdom experienced in the early ages of Christianity.  For over 70 years the 
satanic Communist empire sought to replace the star of Bethlehem with its red star, but the 
light of the star of Bethlehem never did and never will grow dim and will never cease to 
enlighten the way traveled by our God-loving nation for “God is with us”, Who is born today in 
Bethlehem of Judea. 
 We wholeheartedly greet all of you — our spiritual children and our brothers and sisters 
in the Faith and by blood lineage, who reside in Ukraine and in the Diaspora, with the great 
feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and we pray that the blessings of the 
new-born Christ the Savior will remain with you at all times unto the ages of ages. 

 
In His abundant Love and with great Joy, 

 
+ Constantine 

Metropolitan — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA  
and in Diaspora 

 
+ John 

Metropolitan — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
 

+ Antony 
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 

 
+Ioan  

Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora 
 

+ Yurij 
Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 

 
+ Jeremiah 

Archbishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy  
 

+ Ilarion 
Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 

 
+ Andrij 

Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
 

+ Daniel 
Bishop — Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 

 
 
 
 



ÏÎÑÒIÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÑÜÊÈÕ 
ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏIÂ ÏÎÇÀ  

ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÈ 

 
Ïðåïîäîáíèì îòöÿì, âñå÷åñíîìó ìîíàøåñòâó, Áîæîìó ëþäó Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ 

Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³ ³ ïîçà íåþ:  
 

Ìèð Âàì â³ä íàðîäæåíîãî ç ëþáîâè äî âñ³õ íàñ  
Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà! 

 

Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäæóºòüñÿ! 
 

 ² çíîâó ç ëàñêè Áîæî¿ äî íàñ ïðèõîäèòü â ñåðåäèí³ çèìè âåëèêå ñâÿòî Ð³çäâî 
Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà, íåñó÷è íàì âåñíÿíó ðàä³ñòü, ðàä³ñòü íàðîäæåííÿ 
Íåìîâëÿ, “ðàä³ñòü âåëèêó, ÿêà áóäå âñ³ì ëþäÿì. Áî íèí³ ó ì³ñò³ Äàâèäîâîìó íàðîäèâñÿ 
Ñïàñèòåëü, ÿêèé º Õðèñòîñ Áîã” (Ëê. 2, 10-11). 
 Ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ Òîé íà ïðèõ³ä ÿêîãî íàä³ÿëèñÿ ñòàðîçàâ³òí³ ïðàâåäíèêè, Òîé 
ïðî ÿêîãî ïðîâ³ùàëè ïðîðîêè íàðîäó ²çðà¿ëüñüêîãî, Òâîðåöü ñâ³òó, Âñåñèëüíèé Áîã — 
Âñåäåðæèòåëü íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â³ä Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿ ÿê íåì³÷íå ëþäñüêå Íåìîâëÿ. Äðóãà 
îñîáà Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Òðîéö³, Ñèí Áîæèé ñòàº  Ñèíîì Ëþäñüêèì, ùîá çðîáèòè íàñ ñèíàìè 
Áîæèìè ïî áëà-ãîäàò³, ùîá ìè ìîãëè áåçáîÿçíî, íåîñóäíî ïðèçèâàòè Íåáåñíîãî Áîãà ÿê 
Îòöÿ. Ñèí Áîæèé ñõîäèòü ç íåáåñ, ùîá âñ³õ íàñ ï³äíÿòè äî íåáåñ, ùîá äàðóâàòè íàì æèòòÿ 
â³÷íå, “áî áëàãîóãîäíî áóëî Îòöþ, ùîá ó Íüîìó áóëà âñÿ ïîâíîòà ³ ùîá ÷åðåç Íüîãî 
ïðèìèðèòè ç Ñîáîþ âñå, óìèðîòâîðèòè ÷åðåç Íüîãî, Êðîâ’þ õðåñòà Éîãî, ³ çåìíå, ³ íåáåñíå” 
(Êîë. 1, 19-20). Ñèí Áîæèé ïðèíèæóºòüñÿ Ñâî¿ì íàðîäæåííÿì, ÿê ïèøå àïîñòîë Ïàâëî: 
“áóäó÷è îáðàçîì Áîæèì, ïðèíèçèâ Ñåáå Ñàìîãî, ïðèéíÿâøè âèãëÿä ðàáà, çðîáèâøèñü 
ïîä³áíèì äî ëþäåé, ³ ç âèãëÿäó ñòàâ ÿê ëþäèíà” (Ôëï 2, 6-7) ç áåçêîíå÷íî¿ ëþáîâ³ äî íàñ. 
 Ñüîãîäí³ ðàä³º íåáåñíå ³ çåìíå, ñüîãîäí³ “ïðèé-øëà ïîâíîòà ÷àñó” (Ãàë. 4,4), ÿêó 
÷åêàëè â³êàìè, ÿêà îá³öÿíà  Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ çáóëîñÿ ñêàçàíå Ãîñïîäîì ÷åðåç ïðîðîêà, ÿêèé 
ãîâîðèòü : “îñü Ä³âà â óòðîá³ ïðèéìå é íàðîäèòü Ñèíà, ³ íàðå÷óòü ³ì’ÿ Éîìó Åììàíó¿ë, ùî 
îçíà-÷àº — ç íàìè Áîã” (Ìò 1,22). Àíãåëè ³ ëþäè äóõîâíî ðàä³þòü. ² ñüîãîäí³ ìè ðàçîì ç 
Ñâÿòîþ Öåðêâîþ ñï³âàºìî: “Õðèñòîñ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ — ñëàâ³òå, Õðèñòîñ ç íåáåñ — çóñòð³÷àéòå, 
Õðèñòîñ íà çåìë³ — âåëè÷àéòå” (³ðìîñ 1 ï³ñí³ êàíîíà Ð³çäâÿíî¿ óòðåí³). 
 Ñâ³ò, ÿêèé ï³ñëÿ ãð³õîïàä³ííÿ Àäàìà ³ ªâè, áóâ îïîâèòèé ñìóòêîì ³ òåìðÿâîþ, ÿêèé 
âòðàòèâ ÷åðåç ãð³õ ñèí³âñüêèé çâ’ÿçîê ç Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ òîðæåñòâóº, áî Ñèí Áîæèé Ñâî¿ì 
íàðîäæåííÿì çíîâó â³äíîâëþº ëþäñüêîìó ðîäó øëÿõ äî ïðèìèðåííÿ ëþäèíè ç Áîãîì, 
øëÿõ äî âñèíîâëåííÿ ³ îáîæåííÿ. 
 Â ñüîãîäí³øí³é âå÷³ð á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â òîìó íàçàä íàä ñâ³òîì çàñ³ÿëà íîâà 
Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ, ùîá ïîêàçàòè øëÿõ äî íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ ó 
Âèôëåºìñüê³é ïå÷åð³ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì. ßê ïèøå ªâàíãåëèñò Ìàòâ³é, îäí³ ç ïåðøèõ, ÿê³ 
ïðèéøëè ïðèâ³òàòè íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Áîãî÷îëîâ³êà áóëè ìóäðåö³ ç³ Ñõîäó, ùî áà÷èëè çîðþ 
Éîãî ³ ï³øëè ïîêëîíèòèñü Éîìó (Ìò. 2,2). Ñâÿòèé ²îàí Çîëîòîóñò çàçíà÷àº, ùî Âèôëåºìñüêà 
çîðÿ íå áóëà çâè÷àéíîþ ç³ðêîþ, òîìó ùî ðóõàëàñü íå òàê ÿê çâè÷àéí³ çîð³ íà íåáîñõèë³ 
ò³ëüêè ç³ ñõîäó íà çàõ³ä, à íàâ³òü ç ï³âíî÷³ ç ªðóñàëèìó íà ï³âäåíü äî Âèôëåºìó, ñõ³äí³ 
ìóäðåö³ ¿¿ áà÷èëè ³ âäåíü ³ âíî÷³, ÷àñàìè ç³ðêà ùåçàëà, à ÷àñàìè ïîÿâëÿëàñÿ, ùîá ïîêà-çàòè 
äîðîãó, à êîëè òðåáà ³ çóïèíÿëàñÿ, ÿê íàä Âèôëåºìñüêîþ ïå÷åðîþ äå áóëî Íåìîâëÿ (Ìò. 
2,9). Ñâÿòèé ²îàí Çîëîòîóñò ðîáèòü âèñíîâîê, ùî öå áóëà íå ïðîñòà çîðÿ, à íåâèäèìà ñèëà, 
ÿêà ïðèéíÿëà îáðàç ç³ðêè. ²íø³ Ñâÿò³ Îòö³ çàçíà÷àþòü, ùî öå áóâ Àðõàíãåë Ãàâðè¿ë, ÿêèé 
ïðèéíÿâ îáðàç ç³ðêè, à ï³ñëÿ ¿õ ïîêëîí³ííÿ ³ ïðèíåñåííÿ äàð³â íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Õðèñòó 
Ñïàñèòåëþ ó ñí³ âæå ç’ÿâèâñÿ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì â ñâîºìó ä³éñíîìó îáðàç³, íàêàçóþ÷è ¿ì íå 
ïîâåðòàòèñÿ äî ²ðîäà. 



 Á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ ïðèâåëà ìóäðåö³â ç³ Ñõîäó ïîêëîíèòèñÿ 
íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Ñïàñèòåëåâ³ ³ ñüîãîäí³ öÿ çîðÿ ïðèâåëà âñ³õ íàñ äîðîãîþ äî õðàì³â 
Áîæèõ, ùîá ïîêëîíèòèñÿ Òîìó, ÿêèé Ñàì º “äîðîãîþ, ïðàâäîþ ³ æèòòÿì” (²â.14,6) íàøèì. 
Âæå á³ëüøå ÿê 1020 ðîê³â öÿ Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ îñâ³òëþº øëÿõ íàøîìó Áîãîëþáèâîìó 
óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäîâ³ â Óêðà¿í³ ³ çà ¿¿ ìåæàìè. Öåé øëÿõ áóòòÿ ó Õðèñò³ íàøîãî íàðîäó áóâ 
÷àñàìè ïîä³áíèé äî ÷àñ³â ìó÷åíèöüêèõ ïåðøèõ â³ê³â õðèñòèÿíñòâà, ïîíàä 70 ðîê³â 
ñàòàíèíñüêà êîìóí³ñòè÷íà ³ìïåð³ÿ õîò³ëà ï³äì³íèòè ñâ³òëî Âèôëåºìñüêî¿ çîð³ ñâîºþ ÷åðâîíîþ 
ç³ðêîþ, àëå ñâ³òëî Âèôëåºìñüêî¿ çîð³ í³êîëè íå çíèêàëî ³ íå çíèêíå ç³ øëÿõó íàøîãî 
áîãîëþáèâîãî íàðîäó, áî ç íàìè Áîã, ÿêèé ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ ó Âèôëåºì³ Þäåéñüêîìó.  
 Ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî âñ³õ âàñ, íàøèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð ïî â³ð³ ³ êðîâ³, â ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³ 
ç âåëèêèì ñâÿòîì Ð³çäâà Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà ³ ìîëèìî, ùîá áëàãîñëîâåííÿ 
íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ ïåðåáóâàëî íàä âñ³ìà âàìè çàâæäè ³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ ³ íà 
â³êè â³÷í³. 
 

Â Õðèñòîâ³é ëþáîâ³ òà ðàä³ñíèìè â³òàííÿìè, 
 
 

+ Êîíñòàíòèí  
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ 

 ³ â ä³àñïîð³; 
 

+ ²âàí 
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³; 

 
+ Àíòîí³é 

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ; 
 

+ ²îàí 
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³; 

 
+ Þð³é 

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³; 
 

+ ªðåì³ÿ 
Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.  

 
+ ²ëàð³îí 

ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³; 
 

+ Àíäð³é 
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³; 

 
+ Äàíè¿ë 

ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ 


