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I often get a chance to visit our parishes
and talk to people about their faith and reasons
for being true Orthodox Christians. As I hear people
talk about their personal spiritual journey, our
conversations often touch upon the subject of
church property. Today, as never before, as we
look at the outside of so many of our church
buildings, we are visibly reminded of  necessary
maintenance work which is taking place on
the roof, and choir loft, and on other high up and
inaccessible places. All churches need to have a keen eye on
maintenance at all times. We need to have a responsible attitude
towards our property, and also a caring concern for our members,
proper management of our finances, committed leadership of
our organizations and committees and dedicated oversight of
our various activities.

Instead of being primarily a reactive
maintenance Church, we can seek to
shift the balance to become
a more proactive Missionary
Community. Maintenance
needs wi l l  undoubtedly
continue, but they will arise
out of a more deeply
understood and shared
concern to seek and imple-
ment God’s mission for us
as a congregation of God’s
people. Often when we talk
about church property and constitutions we
forget that first and foremost we are a
‘worshipping community’ whose primary concern is
salvation and ‘outreach’ in Christ. These are excellent mission
statements. The time has come for us to develop them further
and to begin to understand how we can respond to, and be true
to, such mission concerns.

I believe it is time to review the reasons for claiming
ourselves to be Orthodox Christians. If we are to be a true
Ukrainian Orthodox Christian Family of believers, then we need
to live up to a mission statement in which we try to define our
sense of vision and purpose for the future as a Church of Christ.
The words of Christ and our forefathers must be used as a
guide to help us ensure that our various kinds of maintenance
work are all aimed in the right direction to start with, and that
each remains true to its original missionary aim over a period of
time. Let us make our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church a
Missionary Church and not a Maintenance Church.
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To our beloved clergy and faithful in Ukraine and beyond
her borders at the inauguration of St. Philip’s Fast in preparation

for the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
May the Peace, Joy and Love of our Savior be the foundation

of your life and your relationships with all mankind.

Once again our Mother Church is offering to us the season of preparation
for the advent of Christ. The very word “advent” is understood as “coming”.
We read the gospel of Genealogy on the Sunday before the celebration of our
Lord’s Nativity. The Gospel presents to us the forty-two generations who were
to be on guard for the advent of the Messiah. From the very beginning of time
God the Father repeatedly told his people:  “I am coming to you – I am coming

necessity of proper preparation for renewing our acceptance
of these responsibilities through prayer and fasting.

Jesus Christ “emptied Himself, taking on the form of a
servant and becoming conformed to the fashion of our lowliness,
that He might make us conformable to the image of His
Glory…that He might condemn sin in His flesh; that they who
are dead in Adam might be made alive in Your Christ…”
(Anaphora prayer of St. Basil the Great)  May we be willing to
empty ourselves of our pride, our greed and our selfishness –
not only during this holy season – and reach out to and into
the lives of brothers and sisters around the world, or perhaps
within our own homes – in every way possible to make the
message of Christ Incarnate – the message of Love – real to
them.

We assure you of our continued prayers and most
especially of our fatherly Love as your Archpastors.  We beseech
your prayers for the success of our service in Christ’s Vineyard
– success not for our own glory or satisfaction but for the
extension of His Kingdom to all mankind.  May this season of
preparation be a most spiritually rewarding time for us all.

In anticipation of the Advent of our Lord,
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to make all things right – I am coming for your salvation!” At
times the 42 generations either made ready for His coming by
prayer and fasting or they simply ignored such preparation by
living the “party” life in pagan fashion.  This is exactly what
our Mother Church calls us NOT to do. Rather, she calls us to
the prayer and fasting.  When you know your friends or
relatives coming to visit, preparations are made – the best
food and drink, cleaning up the house, making ourselves
presentable at our very best.

St. Philip’s Fast is the spiritual season of preparation to
celebrate coming of the Power of God, the tangible expression
of God’s Love – the Nativity of Jesus Christ. It is the time of
fasting and prayer, because the Lord, Who brings us salvation,
is coming.  St. Athanasius writes about the advent of Christ:
“The word became flesh in order to make man receptive to
His Divinity.  He became poor in order that we, through his
poverty, might become rich.  He descended, that He might
raise us up.  He was tempted, that we might conquer. He
accepted the worst, to give us the best.”  God is to visit us, as
St. Paul says, and we are called to make ready his manger in
our souls.

Throughout this season of preparation and the Holy
Days of the Incarnation/Nativity of our Lord, may we imitate
Jesus Christ in our willingness to give of ourselves for the sake
of others.  This is the true identifying characteristic of those
who are Christian:  “By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (Jn. 13:35)  As the
world faces great dangers on a daily basis – natural disasters,
terrorist attacks, disregard for the sanctity of life, the pursuit
of personal pleasure at all costs and much more – we, who
at some level truly believe we ARE Christian, must accept our
responsibility for not only our own repentance, but in doing
our part to make the world a better and safer place.  This
necessarily involves sacrificing of our very selves in imitation of
our Lord and Savior for the good of all.  If we believe in all
that our Lord taught us and calls us to, we cannot deny the
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ÏÎÑÒIÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß
ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÑÜÊÈÕ

ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏIÂ
ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¡ÍÈ

Íàøèì óëþáëåíèì äóõîâåíñòâó ³ â³ðíèì â Óêðà¿í³
³ ïîçà Óêðà¿íîþ ïåðåáóâàþ÷èì, íà ïî÷àòêó Ð³çäâÿíîãî

ïîñòó-Ïèëèï³âêè, ï³äãîòóâàííÿ äî Âò³ëåííÿ Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà
íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà.

Íåõàé ðàä³ñòü ³ ëþáîâ Ñïàñèòåëÿ ñòàíå ï³äñòàâîþ âàøîãî æèòòÿ
³ â³äíîøåííÿ äî âñüîãî ëþäñòâà!

² çíîâó íàøà Öåðêâà-Ìàòè ïðèâîäèòü íàñ ó ïîðó ãîòóâàííÿ äî
ïðèøåñòÿ Õðèñòà. Â íåä³ëþ ïåðåä ñâÿòîì Íàðîäæåííÿ Õèñòà, ÷èòàºòüñÿ
ªâàíãåë³ÿ Éîãî ðîäîâîäó. Ç íå¿ áà÷èìî, ùî ñîðîê äâà ïîêîë³íííÿ ïîâèíí³
áóëè áóòè íà ñòîðîæ³ ³ ÷åêàòè ïðèõîäó Ìåñ³¿. Â³ä ïî÷àòêó â³ê³â Áîã-Îòåöü
ïîñò³éíî ãîâîðèâ Ñâî¿ì ëþäÿì: ”ß ïðèéäó äî âàñ! ß ïðèéäó, ùîá
íàëàãîäèòè âñå, ùîá ïðèíåñòè âàì ñïàñ³ííÿ! Äåÿê³ ç òèõ ñîðîê äâîõ ïîêîë³íü
ïðèãîòîâëÿëèñü äî Éãî ïðèøåñòÿ ìîëèòâîþ ³ ïîñòîì, à ³íø³ íå çâåðòàëè
íà òó ïåðåñòîðîãó óâàãè ³ ïîäîâæóâàëè ðîçâàæàòèñÿ òà
íàñîëîäæóâàòèñÿ ñâî¿ì ïîãàíñüêèì ñïîñîáîì æèòòÿ, - à
Öåðêâà-Ìàòè çàêëèêàº íàñ ÿêðàç öüîãî îñòàííüîãî íå
ðîáèòè. Âîíà êëè÷å íàñ äî ìîëèòâè ³ ïîñòó. Â î÷³êóâàíí³
ãîñòåé, çàâæäè ðîáëÿòüñÿ ïðèãîòóâàííÿ: ÷èñòèòüñÿ õàòà,
ãîòóþòüñÿ ñìà÷í³ ñòðàâè, à ëþäè âäÿãàþòüñÿ ó ñâÿòî÷íó
îäåæó.

Ïèëèï³âêà ÿêðàç ³ º ÷àñîì äóõîâíîãî ïðèãîòóâàíí
äî ñâÿòà Ñèëè Ãîñïîäíüî¿, âèðàçó äîòîðêàºìî¿ Áîæî¿
Ëþáîâ³ - Íàðîäæåííÿ ²ñóñà Õðèñòà. Öå – ïîðà ïîñòó ³
ìîëèòâè, áî íàäõîäèòü  ïðèøåñòÿ Ãîñïîäà, ßêèé ïðèíåñå
íàì ñïàñ³ííÿ. Ñâÿòèé Àôàíàñ³é òàê ïèøå ïðî öå ïðèøåñòÿ:”
Ñëîâî ñòàëî Ò³ëîì, ùîá ëþäèíà ñïðèéíÿëà Éîãî Áîæåñò-
âåíí³ñòü. Â³í ñòàâ óáîãèì, ùîá ìè çáàãàòèëèñÿ Éîãî óáîã³ñòþ.
Â³í ç³éøîâ ó íèç, ùîá ï³äíåñòè íàñ. Â³í ï³äëÿãàâ ñïîêóñàì,
ùîá ìè ìîãëè ¿õ ïîáîðþâàòè. Â³í ïðèéíÿâ íàéã³ðøå, ùîá
ïîäàòè íàì íàéêðàùå”. ßê ñâÿòèé Ïàâëî êàæå, Áîã â³äâ³äàº
íàñ ³  ìè ìóñèìî ïðèãîòóâàòè Éîìó ÿñëà ó íàøèõ äóøàõ.

Íåõàé æå ó öþ ï³äãîòîâ÷ó ïîðó ³ ó ñâÿò³ äí³ Âò³ëåííÿ/
Íàðîäæåííÿ Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî, ìè çìîæåìî íàñë³äóâàòè
²ñóñà Õðèñòà íàøîþ ãîòîâí³ñòþ â³ääàâàòè ñåáå ³íøèì. Öå
–ïðèêìåòà, ùî ñïðàâàä³ â³äð³çíÿº òèõ, ùî º õðèñòèÿíàìè.
“Ïî òîìó ï³çíàþòü óñ³, ùî âè ó÷í³ ìî¿, ÿê ëþáîâ ì³æ ñîáîþ
âè ìàòèìåòå” (²îàí 13:35). Ó ÷àñ, êîëè ñâ³ò ùîäíÿ çóñòð³-
÷àºòüñÿ ç âåëèêîþ íåáåçïåêîþ – ïðèðîäí³ìè êàòàñòðîôà-
ìè, òåðîðèñòè÷íèìè íàïàäàìè, íåõòóâàííÿì ñâÿòîñò³ æèòòÿ,
øóêàííÿì îñîáèñòèõ íàñîëîä, ³ áàãàòî ³íøîãî, ìè, ùî
ñïðàâä³ ââàæàºìî ñåáå õðèñòèÿíàìè, ìóñèìî âçÿòè íà

ñåáå â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü íå ò³ëüêè çà ñâîº âëàñíå
ïîêàÿííÿ, àëå ³ ùîá çðîáèòè ñâ³é âêëàä, - ùîá ñâ³ò
ñòàâ ë³ïøèì ³ áåçïå÷í³øèì. Öå, áåçïåðå÷íî,
âèìàãàòèìå â³ä íàñë³äóþ÷èõ Õðèñòà ñàìîïîæåðòâè
äëÿ äîáðà âñ³õ. ßêùî ìè â³ðèìî âñå, ùî Ãîñïîäü

íàñ íàâ÷àâ, ìè íå ìîæåìî çàïåðå÷óâàòè
ïîòðåáó íàëåæíîãî ïðèãîòóâàííÿ
ìîëèòâîþ ³ ïîñòîì, äëÿ â³äíîâëåííÿ
ïðèéíÿòòÿ íàøèõ â³äïîâ³äàëüíîñòåé.

²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ “ïðèíèçèâ Ñåáå, ïðèéíÿâøè âèãëÿä
ñëóãè ³ ïðèéìàþ÷è ïîäîáó íàøî¿ íèçîñò³, ùîá ìè ìîãëè
ñïðèéíÿòè Éîãî ñëàâó,… ùîá Â³í ì³ã çàñóäèòè ãð³õ ó Ñâîºìó
ò³ë³, ùîá ò³, ùî áóëè ìåðòâèìè ó Àäàì³, ñòàëè æèâèìè ó
Õðèñò³…” Ìîëèòâà Àíàôîðè ñâ. Âàñèëÿ Âåëèêîãî .

Íåõàé æå ìè ïîçáóäåìîñÿ ñâîº¿ ïèõè, æàäîáè ³
ñàìîëþáñòâà íå ëèøå íà öåé ñâÿòèé ÷àñ, ³ ñÿãíåìî â æèòòÿ
íàøèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð ïî âñüîìó ñâ³ò³, à òàêîæ ³ â íàøèõ
âëàñíèõ äîì³âêàõ, ùîá â³ñòü ïðî Õðèñòîâå âò³ëåííÿ- â³ñòü
Ëþáîâ³, ñòàëà äëÿ íèõ ä³éñí³ñòþ.

Çàïåâíÿºìî âàñ ó íàøèõ ïîñò³éíèõ ìîëèòâàõ òà,
îñîáëèâî, ó íàø³é áàòüê³âñüê³é àðõèïàñòèðñüê³é ëþáîâ³.
Ïðîñèìî âàøèõ ìîëèòîâ çà óñï³õ íàøîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ ó
Õðèñòîâîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó, óñï³õ íå äëÿ íàøî¿ âëàñíî¿ ñëàâè
é çàäîâîëåííÿ, à äëÿ òîãî, ùîá Éîãî Öàðñòâî îõîïèëî âñå
ëþäñòâî. Íåõàé öÿ ïîðà ïðèãîòóâàííÿ ïðèíåñå íàì óñ³ì
äóõîâíå çàäîâîëåííÿ.

Â î÷³êóâàíí³ ïðèøåñòÿ íàøîãî Ãîñïîäà,
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“Õòî äîòîðêíóâñÿ äî ìåíå?”- ñïèòàâ Õðèñòîñ.
Çäèâîâàí³ ó÷åíèêè â³äïîâ³ëè:”Íàñòàâíèêó, íàðîä
òîâïèòüñÿ òà òèñíåòüñÿ äî Òåáå, à Òè êàæåø, õòî
äîòîðêíóâñÿ äî ìåíå. ”Ãîñïîäü â³äïîâ³â: ”Äîòîðêíóâñü
äî ìåíå õòîñü, ÿ áî ÷óâ, ùî ñèëà âèéøëà ç ìåíå.”

Ç â³ðîþ ³ ïðèòàºíîþ íàä³ºþ äîòîðêíóëàñü äî
Ãîñïîäà íåùàñíà æ³íêà, ùî ìàëà êðîâîòå÷ó ïðîòÿãîì
äâàíàäöÿòè ðîê³â. Âîíà âèòðàòèëà íà ë³êàð³â âåñü ñâ³é
ìàºòîê ³ òàê ³ íå çìîãëà âèë³êóâàòèñÿ. Ìîæëèâî, æ³íö³
áóëî ñîðîìíî ïðè ëþäÿõ ï³äõîäèòè ç³ ñâîºþ ñëàá³ñòþ
äî Ãîñïîäà ³ ãîâîðèòè ïðî íå¿. ÄÎÒÈÊ Â²ÐÈ ÇÐÎÁÈÂ
ÂÑÅ!

Æ³íêà çìóøåíà áóëà ïðèçíàòèñÿ, ùî âîíà öå
çðîáèëà. Ãîñïîäü ï³äáàäüîðèâ ³ ïîõâàëèâ ¿¿. ßê çàâæäè,
Ãîñïîäü âêàçàâ, ùî ñàìå äàëî ¿é çö³ëåííÿ. Â³í ñêàçàâ
æ³íö³:”Áîäðèñü äî÷êî, â³ðà òâîÿ ñïàñëà òåáå”.

 Öå ÷óäî çö³ëåííÿ îñîáëèâå. Âîíî ìàº íåçâè-
÷àéí³ îçíàêè, íà ÿêèõ ñë³ä çóïèíèòèñÿ.

Æ³íêà íå ïðîñèëà Ãîñïîäà ïðî çö³ëåííÿ.
Çàïèòàííÿ ñàìîãî Ãîñïîäà îçíà÷àº, ùî öå áóëî äëÿ
Íüîãî ñàìîãî íåñïîä³âàíêîþ.

Ãîñïîäü íàø,-Ñèí Áîæåé, - Âñåâ³äàþ÷èé. Â³í
öå íå ðàç ÿâèâ, îñîáëèâî ÿñêðàâî òîä³, êîëè äî íüîãî
ï³äâåëè Íàòàíà¿ëà. Ãîñïîäü ñêàçàâ éîìó:”ß áà÷èâ òåáå
ï³ä ñìîêîâíèöåþ”. Öå ïðèâåëî Íàòàíà¿ëà äî Ãîñïîäà.
Â³í ñòàâ Éîãî ó÷åíèêîì ³ àïîñòîëîì ç ³ì’ÿì Âàðôîëîìåÿ
(²îàí 1:47-49).

Ãîñïîäü çíàâ, õòî Éîãî ìàº çðàäèòè. Â³í âèÿâèâ
öå ²îàíó, ïîäàâøè âìî÷åíèé ó âîäó øìàòîê õë³áà
Ñèìîíîâ³, Þä³ ²ñêàð³îòñüêîìó ³ ïðîìîâèâøè äî íüîãî:
”Ùî ðîáèø, ðîáè øâèäêî” (²îàí 13:20-27).

×îìó æ äîòèê æ³íêè áóâ äëÿ Ãîñïîäà íåñïîä³âà-
íêîþ: ”Äîòîðêíóâñÿ äî ìåíå õòîñü. ß áî ÷óâ, ùî ñèëà
âèéøëà ç Ìåíå”. Òðåáà ðîçóì³òè ìèòü, êîëè ñòàëîñÿ
öå ÷óäî . Ãîñïîäü ïîñï³øàº äî äîìó ²à¿ðà, äå âìèðàº
éîãî äî÷êà. Óâàãà Ãîñïîäà, ïðèðîäíî, áóëà çîñåðåä-
æåíà íà öüîìó. Â öåé ÷àñ íåñïîä³âàíî, Ãîñïîäü â³ä÷óâ
ñèëó, ùî âèéøëà ç Íüîãî. ² òîìó çóïèíèâñÿ ³ çàïèòàâ:
”Õòî äîòîðêíóâñÿ äî Ìåíå?”

Âñ³ ÷óäà Ãîñïîäí³ äàþòü ïîæèâó íàø³é äóìö³,
áóäÿòü ¿¿. Öå ÷óäî çö³ëåííÿ æ³íêè áåç ¿¿ ïðîõàííÿ âãîëîñ,
áåç ïîïåðåäíüî¿ çãîäè ³ âîë³ ñàìîãî Ãîñïîäà äàº íàì
íàãîäó îñîáëèâî íà ö³ì ÷óä³ ñïèíèòèñÿ.

Ùî, ÿêó òàéíó â³äêðèâàº íàì öå íåçâè÷àéíå
çö³ëåííÿ?

Âèùà, âñåìîãóòíÿ ñèëà ëþáîâ³, ìèëîñåðäÿ ³
äîâåðøåííÿ çö³ëåííÿ, ñèëà, íàéïîâí³øèì íîñ³ºì ³
âîëîäàðåì ÿêî¿ áóâ íàø Ãîñïîäü, öÿ ñèëà ÿâëåíà òóò
íàì, ÿê ïîâíå ö³ëþùîñò³ äæåðåëî, ÿêå çàâæäè ãîòîâå
ïðîëèòèñÿ, êîëè äëÿ çëèòòÿ éîãî ö³ëþùî¿ áëàãîäàò³
ñòâîðåíî â³äïîâ³äí³ óìîâè.

“Áîäðèñü, äî÷êî, â³ðà òâîÿ ñïàñëà òåáå”,-ñêàçàâ
Ãîñïîäü æ³íö³. Â³äïîâ³äí³ óìîâè çëèòòÿ ö³ëþùî¿ áëàãîäàò³
- öå â³ðà, ïåâí³ñòü, áåçñóìí³âí³ñòü ¿¿. Â³ðà òàêà ìàº çìîãó
çðîáèòè ç íàñ âì³ñòèëèùå, â ÿêå ïðîëèâàºòüñÿ, çàâæäè

ãîòîâà ïðîëèòèñÿ Áîæà ìèëîñåðäíà ³ ö³ëþùà áëàãîäàòü.
Öÿ áëàãîäàòü, ùî ¿¿ âèêëèêàº íàøà â³ðà ç

äæåðåëà ¿¿ ó Áîãà, ìîæå áóòè ð³çíèõ ïðèëîæåíü. Äëÿ
æ³íêè â ö³é ïðèò÷³ âîíà áóëà áëàãîäàòòþ çö³ëåííÿ. Äëÿ
³íøèõ âîíà ìîæå áóòè áëàãîäàòòþ ³íøèõ ïðèëî-æåíü.
Öå ìîæå áóòè áëàãîäàòü ïîðàäè, íàòõíåííÿ, ïîò³õè,
ïîêîþ. ìóæíîñò³, òåðï³ííÿ, áëàãîäàòü îñâÿ÷åííÿ,
áëàãîäàòü âñÿêî¿ ï³äòðèìêè, ùî ¿¿ ìîæå ïîòðåáóâàòè
ëþäñüêà äóøà.

Ñâ³äîì³ñòü ñó÷àñíèõ äóø, ¿õ ïåðåìàãàþ÷à
çàãàëüíà ñâ³äîì³ñòü, îáðîñëà â íàø ÷àñ òâåðäîþ êîðîþ
ìàòåð³àë³ñòè÷íèõ ðîçóì³íü. Öÿ ñâ³äîì³ñòü ïðèâ÷èëà ñåáå
ä³ÿòè ëèøå íà âèäèì³é ïîâåðõí³ æèòòÿ. Öå º ñâ³äîì³ñòü
ï³çíàþ÷îãî ðîçóìó, ÿêèé ìàº ó ñâîºìó ðîçïîðÿäæåíí³
â³ä÷óòòÿ, à ïîçà íèìè í³÷îãî íå ìàº. Òàêèé ðîçóì
ïîêëàäàºòüñÿ ëèøå íà çìèñëè íàøèõ â³ä÷óâàíü âñüîãî
äîâêîëà. Ñâ³äîì³ñòü, ùî ¿¿ äàº íàì òàêèé ðîçóì, íàäòî
ïëèòêà ³ á³äíà. Ñâ³äîì³ñòü òàêa, ñàìà ïî ñîá³, íå º
çëîì. Âîíà, íà òåïåð³øíüîìó ð³âí³ ðîçâèòêó ëþäèíè, º
íåîáõ³äí³ñòþ, àëå âîíà íå çíàº, ùî äàðè íàøîãî Îòöÿ
Íåáåñíîãî á³ëüø³ ³ ùåäð³ø³. Â³ðà â³äêðèâàº äîñòóï äî
íèõ.

Ñó÷àñíà ñâ³äîì³ñòü òàê çâàíîãî “ïîçèòèâíîãî
ðîçóìó”,òîáòî ðîçóìó, ÿêèé çä³áíèé ðåà´óâàòè ëèøå
íà äîíåñåííÿ ïðî êîíòàêòè ç æèòòÿì â ñîá³ ³ íàâêîëî,
ùî ¿õ äàþòü íàì íàø³ ñåíñè, öÿ ñâ³äîì³ñòü ä³º ëèøå íà
ïîâåðõí³ æèòòÿ. Âîíà ö³ííà, àëå âîíà íå âñÿ ñâ³äîì³ñòü,
ÿêîþ ìè ìîæåìî âîëîä³òè.

“Ñâ³äîì³ñòü ïîçèòèâíîãî ðîçóìó” äàëà ëþäèí³

 

Ìèòðîïîëèò ²îàí (Òåîäîðîâè÷).
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ö³íí³ â³äêðèòòÿ â ðîçâèòêó íàóêè. Âñ³ âîíè ëèøå â
äîñë³äæóâàí³é ìàòåð³ÿëüíîñò³ æèòòÿ, âñ³ âîíè ëèøå
ó âèäèì³é ïîâåðõí³ éîãî. Ï³ä ö³ºþ ïîâåðõíåþ -
ãëèá³íü íàøî¿ îäâ³÷íî¿ äóõîâíîñò³.

Ðåë³´³ÿ ïîêëèêàíà âèâåñòè ëþäèíó ïîçà
öþ çà÷åðñòâ³ëó êîðó ÷èñòî ìàòåð³àë³ñòè÷íèõ ðî-
çóì³íü, âèâåñòè ïîçà ñÿãàííÿ ïîçèòèâíîãî ðîçóìó
³ âêàçàòè ëþäèí³: º ãëèá³íü æèòòÿ. Â í³é º Äæåðåëî
ëþáîâ³ ³ ìèëîñåðäÿ òîãî Íåâ³äîìîãî, ùî Éîãî
ìè íàçèâàºìî Áîãîì. Òóäè, ó öþ ãëèá³íü, íå ñÿãàº
íàø ðîçóì, àëå òóäè ïðîíèêàº â³ðà.

Íàø Ãîñïîäü ïîäàº íàì öþ ³ñòèíó. Â³í
áàãàòî ðàç³â âèñëîâëþàâ, ñòâåðäæóâàâ ¿¿. ² öüîãî
ðàçó â³í ñêàçàâ æ³íö³:”Â³ðà òâîÿ ñïàñëà òåáå.”

Òåìíî, çëîâ³ùå íàâêîëî. Íå âèäíî í³ çâ³äêè
ïîëåãøåííÿ. Öå íå ÷àñ ðîçïóêè. Öå ÷àñ ìîëèòâè
³ ñÿãàíü â³ðè.

Òðåáà öå ïðèéìàòè òàê: Ãîñïîäü äàâ íàì
òàêó ìèòü çâåðõíüî¿ áåçïîðàäíîñò³, íåñèëè.
Ãîñïîäü äàâ ¿¿ áî õî÷å, ùîá â íàñ îæèëà ³ âîçíå-
ñëàñÿ äî Íüîãî íàøà â³ðà. Òàê³é â³ð³ Ãîñïîäü äàñòü
â³äïîâ³äü. Â³äïîâ³äü ïðèéäå òîä³, êîëè ¿¿ òðåáà áóäå.

Êîëè öÿ ïîòðåáà áóäå âèð³øåíà íå íàøèì
ñëàáèì ðîçóìîì, íå íàøèìè ïî÷óâàííÿìè, à Ïðåìóä-
ð³ñòþ Âåäó÷îãî, òîä³ â³äïîâ³äü áóäå äàíà.

×àñòî áóâàº: â³äïîâ³äü íå ïðèõîäèòü. Öå òà
ìèòü, êîëè òðåáà ñïèíèòèñÿ ³ çàïèòàòè ñåáå: ÷è ìè
ö³ëêîì ïîêëàëè íàøó íàä³þ íà Ãîñïîäà ³ Éîãî ïðîâ³ä,
÷è ìè êåðóºìîñü íàøèìè áàæàííÿìè, íàøèìè
ïîòÿãíåííÿìè ³ õî÷åìî, ùîá ö³ áàæàííÿ Ãîñïîäü
çàâæäè âèêîíóâàâ. Ïèòàííÿ ìàº áóòè: ÷è ìè ïðè íàø³é
â³ð³ â³ääàºìî ñåáå â ïîâí³é ïîêîð³ Ãîñïîäåâ³, ÷è ìè,
ÿê ä³òè, ÿê³ ïîçà ñâî¿ìè áàæàííÿìè í³÷îãî íå õî÷óòü
áà÷èòè ³ ÷óòè, õî÷åìî çðîáèòè ñàìîãî Áîãà âèêîíàâöåì
íàøèõ ð³øåíü, íàøèõ áàæàíü? Öå òðåáà ìàòè íà óâàç³.

Â³ðà â ïîºäíàíí³ ç ïîâíèì â³ääàííÿì ñåáå ó âîëþ
Áîãà – âåëèêà ñèëà, ³ âîíà í³êîëè íàñ íå çàâåäå.
    “Áîäðèñü, äèòèíî, òè ìîãëà ñèëîþ â³ðè é
â³ääàííÿì ñåáå Ìî¿é âîë³ âîçíåñòèñü ³
äîòîðêíóòèñü äî Ìåíå. Äæåðåëî Ìîº¿ ëþáîâ³ ³
ìèëîñåðäÿ çàâæäè áóëî â³äêðèòå…Ñèëà ç íüîãî
òåïåð ïðîëèëàñÿ íà òåáå. Éäè â ñïîêî¿…”
      Öå â³äïîâ³äü, ÿêà íàì âñ³ì, ³ êîæíîìó
çîêðåìà ìîæå ³ ä³éñíî áóäå äàíà. Ãîñïîäü òó
â³äïîâ³äü äàâ æ³íö³, ³ äàñòü êîæíîìó ç íàñ â ðàç³
ïîòðåáè.
      ×è öå ä³éñíî ìîæëèâå? Òàê. Ãîñïîäà íå
òðåáà øóêàòè íà äîðîç³. “ß ç âàìè ïî ê³íåöü â³êó”,
- ñêàçàâ Ãîñïîäü. Â³í ç êîæíèì ç íàñ. Â³í áëèæ÷èé
íàì, í³æ íàøå ñåðöå. Íå øóêàéòå Éîãî, ÿê øóêàºòå
ðå÷åé âèäèìèõ. Â³í – ïîçà íàÿâí³ñòþ íàøîãî
æèòòÿ, ³ âñÿ òà íàÿâí³ñòü â³ä Íüîãî. Â³í º Òîé, Õòî
ï³äòðèìóº êîæíèé íàø ïîäèõ, êîæíå áèòòÿ íàøîãî
ñåðöÿ, êîæíèé ïîðóõ íàøèõ ïî÷óâàíü, êîæíó íàøó
â³äïîâ³äü íà ¿õ äîíåñåííÿ, êîæíå ð³øåííÿ íàøîãî

ðîçóìó ³ âîë³. Â²Í ª Â ÍÀÑ ² Ç ÍÀÌÈ.
Àïîñòîë Ïàâëî êàçàâ:” Ìè Íèì æèâåìî ³

ðóõàºìîñü”. Äîõîäèòü äî Íüîãî ëèøå íàøà â³ðà. Â³ðà öÿ â
íàñ ìàº äæåðåëî, ùî ïðèðîäæåíå íàøîìó äóõó. Ç ö³ºþ
â³ðîþ ìè íàðîäèëèñÿ, ëèøå ¿¿ çàòîïòàëè, ïðèõîâàëè
áåçë³÷÷þ ðå÷åé íàì âèäèìèõ.

Â ö³ì Éîãî æèòò³ â íàñ ñàìèõ ³ º äæåðåëî Éîãî
ëþáîâ³ ³ ìèëîñåðäÿ äî íàñ. Öå äæåðåëî âñåìîãóòíº.
Ñèëà Éîãî çàâæäè ãîòîâà ïðîëèòèñÿ. Äîòèê â³ðè äàº
òàêå çëèòòÿ.

Íå æèâ³ìî â çà÷åðñòâ³ë³é êîð³ ìàòåð³àë³ñòè÷íèõ
ðîçóì³íü. Âì³éìî ïîãëÿíóòè â ãëèá³íü íàøîãî æèòòÿ. Â í³é
Ãîñïîäü. Â³ðüìî â öå.

Íåõàé öÿ â³ðà ñòàíå òèì, ÷èì îäâ³÷íî âîíà º â íàñ.
Ìè íå ëèøå â³ðóºìî, ìè çíàºìî: Ãîñïîäü â íàñ ³

ç íàìè. Öå – êëþ÷ äî äæåðåëà Áîæî¿ ëàñêè.

HAHAHAHAHAVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOUR
UOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUND
CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?
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ÔÎÍÄ ÔÎÍÄ ÔÎÍÄ ÔÎÍÄ ÔÎÍÄ ÓÏÑËÎÂÀÓÏÑËÎÂÀÓÏÑËÎÂÀÓÏÑËÎÂÀÓÏÑËÎÂÀ?????

Our database of addresses keeps grow-
ing. We need your help to reduce redundant
mailings and to reach even more Ukrainian Or-
thodox faithful than before.

Please take a moment, and let us know
what addresses we need to remove from our list
and which ones we should add.

 HELP US
UPDATE OUR
MAILING LIST!

Help us avoid waste and extra expense...
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Rationality and ReligionRationality and ReligionRationality and ReligionRationality and ReligionRationality and Religion

A growing trend in the sociology of religion involves the
use of economic reasoning to explain religious behavior.
Unlike most other sociological traditions, this one assumes
that religious behavior is largely rational. It argues that
people join religious movements because religious
movements provide plausible mechanisms (known in the
literature as “compensators”), that will allow them to obtain
resources that are scarce or otherwise unobtainable (e.g.
salvation, immortality). It assumes that people use the
same criteria for making religious decisions (i.e. which one
and how much), as when they make most of their other
decisions: they weigh the expected costs and benefits or
each alternative and choose the one that will leave them
best off (in economic jargon, people “maximize their
expected utility”). According to this approach people
decide which religious group to join by weighing the
awesome rewards offered by each group against 1) the
costs involved in meeting each of the group’s demands and
requirements and 2) the probability that the promised
reward will not be obtained (i.e. factoring in the risk it is all
just make believe). The following “equation” summarizes
this approach:
Score for a group = (value of reward offered)   (probability

of the reward being granted) – (cost of group member-
ship)

If you have been reading carefully, you must be
wondering how I claim that sociology suggests that
Orthodoxy is poised for growth. After all, the rewards
Orthodoxy offers are similar to those offered by other
Christian groups (i.e. salvation). But Orthodoxy demands
more than most. Doesn’t this seem predict growth among
those religious groups that promise much, demand little,
and accommodate themselves as closely as possible to
the surrounding culture? Quite the opposite: Orthodoxy,
through its historical consistency, the witness of its

confessors and martyrs, and its high barriers to entry and
exit, increases the subjective probability that it can deliver
on its promises vis-à-vis heterodox – and especially
mainstream – confessions1. Ironically, because individuals
look to others to help them determine risk, the high
demands of our faith – or to be more accurate, the fact that
many good, sane, and trustworthy people are willing to
accept high demands – actually make Orthodoxy more
attractive. The “cloud of witnesses” (which is comprised in
part of martyrs and confessors), provides additional
reassurance that the Church can deliver on her promises.
Of course such testimonials cannot prove the veracity of
Christian claims, but I still find it interesting that
sociologists recognize the (psychological) utility of having
strong witnesses. Once again, “doing the right thing” is
good for business!

Specific Things That Seem to Cause GrowthSpecific Things That Seem to Cause GrowthSpecific Things That Seem to Cause GrowthSpecific Things That Seem to Cause GrowthSpecific Things That Seem to Cause Growth

In this section, I present some of the specific things
that have historically been correlated with growth within
religious groups and provide brief comments relating them
to the situation of our Church, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA. I encourage you to do the same. These
examples were taken primarily from The Churching of
America and The Rise of Christianity (see below for citation
information).

Inspiring and sanctifying non-secular message,Inspiring and sanctifying non-secular message,Inspiring and sanctifying non-secular message,Inspiring and sanctifying non-secular message,Inspiring and sanctifying non-secular message,
with emphases on personal renewal/sanct ificat ionwith emphases on personal renewal/sanct ificat ionwith emphases on personal renewal/sanct ificat ionwith emphases on personal renewal/sanct ificat ionwith emphases on personal renewal/sanct ificat ion
and morality.and morality.and morality.and morality.and morality. Our parishes are blessed to have priests
that deliver edifying and salvific homilies (all glory to God!).
More importantly Orthodoxy – with its message of salvation
and theosis through Christ and His Sacraments/Mysteries
– hits the big home run on this one!

A national organization to protect the individualA national organization to protect the individualA national organization to protect the individualA national organization to protect the individualA national organization to protect the individual
parishes from external pressures (both cultural andparishes from external pressures (both cultural andparishes from external pressures (both cultural andparishes from external pressures (both cultural andparishes from external pressures (both cultural and
religious).religious).religious).religious).religious). The Orthodox Church – with its episcopal/
conciliar structure comprised entirely of monks - does this
naturally. In addition to having a national episcopacy, the
UOC of the USA has the added “bonus” of having
relationship with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which
provides a moderating and conservative bias that some of
our sister Churches do not have.

High barriers for entry and exit, and aHigh barriers for entry and exit, and aHigh barriers for entry and exit, and aHigh barriers for entry and exit, and aHigh barriers for entry and exit, and a
concomitant level of “tension” with the outside world.concomitant level of “tension” with the outside world.concomitant level of “tension” with the outside world.concomitant level of “tension” with the outside world.concomitant level of “tension” with the outside world.
To recapitulate the point I made in the previous installment
of this essay, Orthodoxy requires substantial commitment
from her catechumens and members. On a side note,
religious movements that demand a great deal of their
members have less of a problem with “free riders”. It seems
that the best way for religious movements to deal with
variable commitment is to expect a lot from everyone.

Clergy that relate to and remain a part of theClergy that relate to and remain a part of theClergy that relate to and remain a part of theClergy that relate to and remain a part of theClergy that relate to and remain a part of the
laity/”people of God” laity/”people of God” laity/”people of God” laity/”people of God” laity/”people of God” (vs. the creation of a professional
and academic priestly class). There is a great temptation
for us to treat our priests as “employees” – and a
c o n c o m i t a n t

“Ukrainian Orthodox
Evangel i sm?
Social science
suggests we’ll do well”

In this section, Fr. Dn. Anthony
Perkins continues his essay:
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temptation for priests to set themselves apart from us (e.g.
to see themselves as academic theologians, lecturers,
social/political activists, or as contract employees of the
parish). Our clergy are quite down to earth.

Related to the above is the provision of practicalRelated to the above is the provision of practicalRelated to the above is the provision of practicalRelated to the above is the provision of practicalRelated to the above is the provision of practical
clerical educationclerical educationclerical educationclerical educationclerical education (e.g. liturgical and homiletic vs.
academic). Historically, one of the indicators that a
religious movement is losing momentum is that it begins to
utilize an academic model of education for its clergy. This
is a very important point. Interestingly, it turns what some
consider to be a liability – our Church’s lack of an accredited
seminary – into an asset. Personally, I think it is great that
we rely on a combination of “on the job training”, the St.
Stephen’s Program, and our own (very practical) St.
Sophia’s Seminary Post-Diaconate program to train many
of our priests.

Strong vocations and a surplus of available/Strong vocations and a surplus of available/Strong vocations and a surplus of available/Strong vocations and a surplus of available/Strong vocations and a surplus of available/
potential clergy.potential clergy.potential clergy.potential clergy.potential clergy. It is interesting to note that circuit riding
is a strong mechanism for growth as long as the local
parishes are strong – but may not be so good when each
is in the process of dying away. Our Church is blessed with
an increased number of “late vocations”, but as Fr. Stephen
reminds us in his regular column on vocations in practically
every issue of the Ukrainian Orthodox Word, we need to
work to increase vocations. It is certainly true that we need
to encourage and seek out those with a calling to the
priesthood, but it is equally vital that we encourage, train,
and empower those called to serve as music leaders,
kitchen coordinators, altar servers and captains, teachers,
and in all the other ministries
of our Church. The need for
trained music leaders is
particular necessary for growth
and the planting of new
m i s s i o n s .

Empowered laity andEmpowered laity andEmpowered laity andEmpowered laity andEmpowered laity and
multiple ways for people tomultiple ways for people tomultiple ways for people tomultiple ways for people tomultiple ways for people to
contribute.contribute.contribute.contribute.contribute. This is one of the
areas where Ukrainian Orthodoxy is historically strong. For
instance, the UOL is a living continuation of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Brotherhoods of yore. From its reawakening in
the early 20th Century, the UOC has been committed to a
restored role for the laity (a.k.a. “conciliarity”). On a related
note, the UOC has learned from difficult experience the pain
caused by both lay acquiescence and hyper-involvement.
As such, the UOC may be more likely than other Churches
to maintain a healthy and appropriate balance. Among
other things, our continued commitment and submission to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate demonstrates our commit-
ment to this balance.

Low overhead, allowing for the viability of smallLow overhead, allowing for the viability of smallLow overhead, allowing for the viability of smallLow overhead, allowing for the viability of smallLow overhead, allowing for the viability of small
groups.groups.groups.groups.groups. I reckon this could be a silver lining of poor (and
often reprehensible) clergy compensation. Unfortunately,
we probably do pretty well on this one. While we should not
set up our priests as idols/emblems of our glory by paying
them exorbitant salaries, neither should we impose

martyrdom on them and their families. The willingness of
our priests to work outside the parish demonstrates their
commitment to Christ and His Church. It is also a model
that can facilitate growth. On the other hand, it can become
a crutch that supports poor stewardship and evangelism.

Secondary organizationsSecondary organizationsSecondary organizationsSecondary organizationsSecondary organizations (e.g. clubs, service
organizations, media outlets) to reinforce the religiousto reinforce the religiousto reinforce the religiousto reinforce the religiousto reinforce the religious
culturecultureculturecultureculture. In addition to the UOL, the Jr. UOL, and various
local brotherhoods and sisterhoods, we are blessed to have
a growing Orthodox media presence (I am listening to
www.ancientfaithradio.com right now on my stereo - I
strongly recommend it). These secondary organizations
form the “trenches” that allow Christians to live safely on the
front lines of the spiritual war.

Take advantage of mixed marriagesTake advantage of mixed marriagesTake advantage of mixed marriagesTake advantage of mixed marriagesTake advantage of mixed marriages (and other
social networks) Religious movements grow more through
the penetration of social networks than through marketing.
Research suggests that in mixed marriages, the spouse
with the least commitment (or involved in the least
demanding faith, if the commitments are roughly equal)
tends to convert to the confession of the spouse with the
most commitment. I recently heard an Orthodox
commentator claim that 90% of Orthodox marriages in
America are mixed. This seems a bit high, but it could be
a great vehicle for growth. Of course, it could also lead to
disaster if we don’t raise committed children. The overall
point that the church grows through the exploitation of
social networks reinforces the traditional method of

Orthodox evangelism: we grow the Church best by simply
being Christian.

Allow for local variations to match localAllow for local variations to match localAllow for local variations to match localAllow for local variations to match localAllow for local variations to match local
conditions.conditions.conditions.conditions.conditions. Broadly speaking, this is one of the historical
strengths of Orthodox Christianity. For example, one of the
first things missionaries tend to do is translate educational
and liturgical materials into the local language. Here in the
USA, our bishops are mission-minded and are very
supportive of our efforts to reach out to all cultures as we
protect and share our blessed national traditions.

Ukrainian Orthodoxy is the place to be! Orthodoxy
itself is the primary draw to all of our parishes, but there are
several things unique to Ukrainian Orthodoxy that make the
UOC of the USA especially attractive to Americans. These
i nclude :

A strong tradition of incorporating popular religious
hymns into worship and festivals. Americans, like
Ukrainians, love their hymns. In the past, incorporating

“Allow for local variations to match local conditions. Broadly speaking,
this is one of the historical strengths of Orthodox Christianity. For
example, one of the first things missionaries tend to do is translate
educational and liturgical materials into the local language.”

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî8 Ðiê LV  ×èñ. XI, ëèñòîïàä, 2005



pious hymns allowed for the creation and expression of a
vibrant Ukrainian Orthodox culture. It can do the same for
Orthodoxy here in America.

Laity involvement/empowerment. Ukrainian Ortho-
doxy expects a great deal of participation from all of our men
and women. Americans expect opportunities to roll up their

sleeves and get involved. Ukrainian Orthodoxy channels our
citizenry’s democratic inclinations in a positive direction,
rather than suppressing it or exaggerating it, as can happen
in other Churches or faith traditions.

A bright, joyful, and celebratory religious culture.
Many Americans are attracted to the unique and joyful
pattern of Ukrainian religious life. This pattern can provide
a healthy expression for American religious enthusiasm
and optimism. This aspect of our religious life should be
celebrated and shared with everyone: it is a tremendous
witness to our Faith in Christ (of course many Americans
will be attracted to and nourished by our solemn “monastic”
side, as well, but this is something we share with the other
Orthodox Churches).

Conclusion: Why We Should Do ItConclusion: Why We Should Do ItConclusion: Why We Should Do ItConclusion: Why We Should Do ItConclusion: Why We Should Do It

Christians should be guided by Sacred Tradition and
the Holy Spirit rather than the results of scientific
investigation, and we should be careful about accepting the
results of a politicized and secular (and largely atheist)
discipline like sociology. Having said that, I think the results
described above are interesting and worth considering. Not
only is the research behind it pretty rigorous, but the
findings provide some useful insights. We do not rely on
scientific “evidence” to confirm or somehow reinforce our
faith, but neither should we be surprised when science
matches our expectations. For instance, a popular
American magazine recently claimed to have found the part
of the brain associated with prayer and devotion. Some
scientists used this to confirm their own atheism – and
probably hoped that it would undermine the faith of
believers. Personally, I was not surprised. Orthodox
Christians expect to see the Hand of God in all of creation.
We should never try to separate physical and spiritual
reality – they are part of a single gift of God. The Lord gave
us mouths to sing His praises- why not a certain part of our
brains to help us pray? Similarly, I am not surprised when
social scientific evidence suggests that following the
established disciplines of Orthodoxy has certain positive

effects on the organizational strength and evangelism of the
Church. I am not suggesting that we should follow Holy
Tradition because it helps our bottom line - we follow
Tradition because we want what God wants for us. But, at
the very least, these findings should help gird those who

might otherwise believe that
softening the disciplines of our
Church would make Orthodoxy
more attractive to lukewarm
believers and potential converts:
the truth is that we provide the
most effective witness when we
commit our lives to Christ and live

accordingly.
O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy

trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions
of science falsely so called: which some professing have
erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. (1
Tim. 6: 20-21)

1 I say that it increases the “subjective probability” because social
science is interested in perceptions, not reality. Of course we believe
that Orthodoxy increases the objective probability as well, although it
is probably rude to say so.

Further ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther Reading
(note that none of these are particularly Orthodox)

Roger Fink and Rodney Stark (1993) The
Churching of America, 1776-1990: Winners and
Losers in Our Religious Economy. This is the most
academic of the lot, but does a great job of explaining
the sociological mechanisms behind church/
denominational growth and decline.

Rodney Stark (1997) The Rise of Christianity:
How the Obscure, Marginal, Jesus Movement Became
the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in
a Few Centuries. The hardback version is called The
Rise of Christianity: A Sociologist Reconsiders
History. This book was written for general
consumption. Each chapter deals with a different
sociological/religious puzzle. The main point is that
Christianity grew because it works better/does more
for its adherents than do its competitors.

Dave Shfflet (2005) Exodus: Why Americans Are
Fleeing Liberal Churches for Conservative Christian-
ity. Includes an interview with Khouria Frederica
Mathewes-Green. If you like interesting stories and
interviews, this is the book for you.

“We do not rely on scientific “evidence” to confirm or somehow
reinforce our faith, but neither should we be surprised when sci-
ence matches our expectations.”
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Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî10

Âèêëèê ñåêòàð³àí³çìó

²ñíóþòü ð³çí³ îáðàxóâàííÿ ùîäî ê³ëüêîñò³
õðèñòèÿí ó ñâ³ò³, oäíàê áóäå ðîçñóäëèâî ââàæàòè, ùî º
700 ì³ëüéîí³â Ðèìî-Êàòîëèê³â, 327 ì³ëüéîí³â
Ïðîòåñòàíò³â òà 200 ì³ëüéîí³â Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ (ñòàòèñòèêà
íà êðà¿íè áóâøîãî Ñîâºòñüêîãî Ñîþçó, ùî ³ñòîðè÷íî
áóëè ïðàâîñëàâíèìè, º äóæå íåïåâíà, ³ öÿ îö³íêà ìîæå
áóòè äîñèòü íèçüêà). Äåê³ëüêà ì³ëüéîí³â ³íøèõ õðèñòèÿí
íàëåæàòü äî Ñõ³äíèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Öåðêîâ –
Â³ðìåíñüêî¿, Êîïòñüêî¿, Åò³îï³éñüêî¿, Ñèð³éñüêî¿ òà
Ìàëàíêàðè.

Á³ëüø, í³æ â ÿêèõîñü  ³íøèõ êðà¿íàõ ñâ³òó, â
Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè õðèñòèÿíñüê³ Öåðêâè ³
ñåêòè ðîçðîñëèñÿ íàéá³ëüø ïë³äíî. Îö³íþºòüñÿ, ùî ÷èñëî
Öåðêîâ ³ ñåêò ó ÑØÀ º 265. Êîæíó åâðîïåéñüêó ðåë³ã³éíó
òðàäèö³þ áóëî ïðèâåçåíî íà àìåðèêàíñüêó çåìëþ.
Âåëèêå ÷èñëî Öåðêîâ ³ ñåêò º “äîìîðîùåí³”, âêëþ÷íî ç
“Õðèñòèÿíñüêîþ Íàóêîþ” (ç îñ³äêîì â Áîñòîí³÷ ÌÀ),
“Àñåìáëåºþ Áîãà” (îñ³äîê â Ñïð³í´ô³ëä, ÌÎ),
“Àäâåíòèñòàìè Ñåìîãî Äíÿ” (Âàø³í´òîí, Ä.Ê.),
“Ìîðìîíàìè” (Ñàëò Ëåéê Ñ³ò³, ÞÒ), “Ñâ³äêàìè ªãîâè”
(Ì³ëâîê³,Â²).

Á³ëüøå ñó÷àñíèõ àìåðèêàíö³â º ÷ëåíàìè öåðêîâ,
í³æ áóäü-êîëè. Ñòî ðîê³â òîìó, ëèøå 16 â³äñîòê³â
íàñåëåííÿ áóëè ÷ëåíàìè ÿêî¿ñü öåðêâè, à ñüîãîäí³ öå
÷èñëî ï³äíÿëîñü íà 63 â³äñîòêè. Íàéá³ëüøîãî çðîñòó
çàçíàâ Ïðîòåñòàíòèçì, áî äî íüîãî íàëåæèòü àæ 35
â³äñîòê³â âñüîãî íàñåëåííÿ ÑØÀ. Çà îñòàíí³õ 30 ðîê³â
íàéá³ëüøå çðîñëè Ï³âäåíí³ Áàïòèñòè, Ñâ³äêè ªãîâè,
Àñåìáëå¿ Áîãà, Ìîðìîíè, Íàçàðåòö³, Àäâåíòèñòè Ñåìîãî
Äíÿ òà Ï’ÿòèäåñÿòíèêè. Äåÿê³ ç íèõ òàê³ ñèëüí³, ùî
òðàäèö³éí³ õðèñòèÿíñüê³ Öåðêâè ïåðåñòàëè ¿õ ââàæàòè
“íåøê³äëèâèìè äèâàöòâàìè” òà åêñöåíòðè÷íèìè
â³äáî÷åííÿìè â³ä ³ñòîðè÷íèõ íîðì õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ â³ðè,
ïîêëîí³ííÿ é ïîâåä³íêè.

Ðåë³ã³éí³
äóìêè
â ïîð³âíÿíí³
³ ïðîòèñòàâ-
ëåíí³
Ïðàâîñëàâ’þ

î. ïðîò. Âàñèëü Çàâ³ðþõà

ÖÅÐÊÂÀ ÁÎÆÀ ² ËÞÄÑÜÊÀ ²ÍÒÅÐÏÐÅÒÀÖ²ß
Íà ñüîãîäí³ ³ñíóº â 1.5

ðàçè á³ëüøå Ï³âäåííèõ
Áàïòèñò³â, í³æ ¿õ áóëî â 1958
ð., ³ âäâ³÷³ á³ëüøå Ìîðìîí³â.
Àñåìáëåÿ Áîæà, íàéá³ëüøà
÷àñòèíà Ï’ÿòèäåñÿòíèê³â, ó
1958 ð. ãîëîñèëà 470,360
÷ëåí³â, à äî 1983 ð. öå ÷èñëî
çðîñëî äî 1,879,182. Ñïîì³æ
ñåêò íàéá³ëüø àêòèâíèìè
ïðîçåë³òíèêàìè  (òàêèìè, ùî
àêòèâíî íàìàãàþòüñÿ íàâåð-

òàòè ³íøèõ) º Ñâ³äêè ªãîâè, ÿê³
ïåðåêîíàí³, ùî âñ³ äåðæàâí³

âëàäè òà âñ³ õðèñòèÿíñüê³ Öåðêâè
çíàõîäÿòüñÿ â áåçìåæíîìó áëóä³.

Çàñòîñîâóþ÷è êîëîñàëüí³ íàêëàäè
äðóêîâàíîãî ñëîâà, ðàä³î-ïðî´ðàìè, ³

ö³ëó àðì³þ ïîøèðþâà÷³â ³äå¿, ùî ç
íàñòèðëèâ³ñòþ ïðîäàâö³â ùî õîäÿòü â³ä

õàòè äî õàòè, â³ä äâåðåé-äî-äâåðåé, òà ÷àñòî ïîâåðòà-
þòüñÿ, ÿâëÿþòüñÿ íàéá³ëüø â³äîìîþ, õî÷ íå íàéá³ëüø
óëþáëåíîþ ñåêòîþ àí´ëîìîâíîãî ñâ³òó.

Ïðè÷èíè ïðèãîëîìøóþ÷îãî ÷èñëà äåíîì³íàö³é
³ ñåêò ó ÑØÀ  ìîæíà çíàéòè â ³ñòîðè÷íèõ îáñòàâèíàõ
ìîëîäî¿ íàö³¿, áàçîâàíî¿ íà ïðèíöèïàõ Ïðîòåñòàíòèçìó,
îñîáèñòî¿ ³íòåðïðåòàö³¿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà òà çàïåðå÷åííÿ
âñÿêîãî ðåë³ã³éíîãî àâòîðèòåòó.  Íàïðèêëàä, êîíñåð-
âàòèâí³ Öåðêâè Õðèñòîâ³ â³äêîëîëèñÿ â³ä Ó÷åíèê³â
Õðèñòà ³ççà ñïîñîáó ïîêëîí³ííÿ: âîíè íå ìîãëè çíàéòè
æîäíîãî îïðàâäàííÿ â Ñâÿòîìó Ïèñüì³ íà âæèâàííÿ â
öåðêâ³ îðãàí³â. Ïîì³æ Ìåíîí³òàìè íàñòàâ ïîâàæíèé
ðîçêîë ÷åðåç ïèòàííÿ, ÷è ó Âåëèêèé ×åòâåð, ó öåðåìîí³¿
óìèâàííÿ í³ã, îäèí ÷îëîâ³ê ïîâèíåí ìèòè ³ âèòèðàòè
íîãè â³ðóþ÷èõ, ÷è îäèí ìàº ìèòè, à ³íøèé âèòèðàòè.
Ìåíîí³òè òàêîæ ðîç³éøëèñÿ â ïîãëÿäàõ íà âæèâàííÿ
íîâèõ òîä³ ́ óäçèê³â çàì³ñòü òðàäèö³éíèõ ãà÷ê³â.

Ïîñóâàííÿ ãðàíèö³ ÑØÀ íà Çàõ³ä â Õ²Õ ñò.,
òàêîæ íå ñïðèÿëî òîìó, ùîá ï³îíåðè çàäîâîëüíÿëèñÿ
òðàäèö³éìè öåðêîâíèìè çâè÷àÿìè Ñõ³äíîãî ïîáåðåææÿ.
Âîíè ïðàãíóëè á³ëüø åêñïàíñèâíîãî âèðàçó ðåë³ã³¿, ùî
éîãî ïîñòà÷àëè “â³äðîäæóâà÷³”(â³ðè), ³ áàæàëè
öåðêîâíîãî óïðàâë³ííÿ, â ÿêîìó âîíè ñàì³ çàâ³äóâàëè
á ñïðàâàìè, áåç äèêòàòóðè ³ºðàðõ³â. Íîâ³òí³ ïðîðîêè,
ÿê Éîñèô Ñì³ò, ïðîâ³äíèê Ìîðìîí³â àáî Â³ëü’ÿì Ì³ëëåð,
îñíîâîïîëîæíèê Àäâåíòèñò³â, çíàéøëè, ùî àòìîñôåðà
òèñÿ÷îë³òü òâîðèëà ïîãîòîâíèõ ñëóõà÷³â ì³ñöåâîãî
àìåðèêàíñüêîãî “â³äêðèòòÿ” ÷è íîâî¿ ³íòåðïðåòàö³¿ ñòàðî¿
â³ðè.

Ïîñòàº ïèòàííÿ: ÷èì ð³çíèòüñÿ ñåêòà â³ä Öåðêâè?
Ñåêòà çàïåðå÷óº òî, ùî Öåðêâà ï³äòâåðäæóº. Âîíà
(ñåêòà) çâè÷àéíî ïðè÷³ïþëþºòüñÿ äî ÿêî¿ñü äîêòðèíè ,
ÿê íàïðèêëàä Àäâåíòèçì ÷è ïåðôåêò³îí³çì, ³ ïîðèâàº
ñâî¿ çâ’ÿçêè ç ìèíóëèì ³ñòîðè÷íèì ðîçâèòêîì â³ðè.
Âîíà â³äêèäàº îõðåùåííÿ íåìîâëÿò, âèñóâàº ïîâíå
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â³ä³ðâàííÿ öåðêâè â³ä äåðæàâè, âèáèðàº êîí´ðå´àö³éíó
ñòðóêòóðó, à íå åïèñêîïàëüíó ÷è ïðåñá³òåð³ÿíñüêó ôîðìó
óïðàâë³ííÿ. Ñåêòà âñòàíîâëÿº ÿê ãîëîâíó ïåðåäóìîâó äî
÷ëåíñòâà â öåðêâ³, îñîáèñòå íàâåðíåííÿ, à íå ÷ëåíñòâî ó
áóäü-ÿêîìó ôîðìàëüíîìó ³ñïîâ³äàíí³. Âîíà ïîçáóâàºòüñÿ
ðåë³ã³éíèõ ìèñòåöüêèõ çîáðàæåíü ³ ïðèïèñàíèõ ðèòóàë³â
ïîêëîí³ííÿ. Ñåêòàíñòâî ìàº ñâî¿ âëàñí³ çàêîíè åòèêè, ÷îðíî-
á³ëó ìîðàëü; ùîäî íèõ, òî ³ñíóþòü “ä³òè òåìðÿâè”, ³ “ä³òè
ñâ³òëà”, ñâ³ò ðîçä³ëåíèé ïóðèòàíñüêîþ ìîðàëüí³ñòþ íà
ãð³øíèê³â, ³ íà ñâÿòèõ.

Áàãàòî ñåêò ïîÿâëÿþòüñÿ ïðîñòî òîìó, ùî ³ñíóþ÷³
Öåðâè âòðàòèëè ñâ³é ïåðâ³ñíèé çàïàë. Ö³ ó´ðóïóâàííÿ ìàþòü
âñ³ õàðàêòåðèñòèêè “ öåðêîâ, ïîçáàâëåíèõ ñïàäùèíè”, ÿê ¿õ
íàçâàâ Ðè÷àðä Í³áóð. ¯õ ñâ³äîìî âñòàíîâëåíî, ÿê ïðè-
ñòàíîâèùå äëÿ á³äíèõ. Öå –
ðåë³ã³ÿ òèõ, ùî çíà-
õîäÿòüñÿ ó ñêðó-
òíîìó ñòàí³, ïîç-
áàâëåíèõ íàä³¿.
Âîíè ç ï³äîçðîþ
ñòàâëÿòüñÿ äî
îñâ³÷åíèõ ïàñòèð³â ÷è
ñâÿùåíèê³â òà ôîðìàëüíèõ
ðèòóàë³â ³ öåðåìîí³é, çíàõîäÿ÷è íàéá³ëüøå
çàäîâîëåííÿ ó ñâîáîä³ åìîö³é, ó æèâèõ îñîáèñòèõ ïðîïî-
â³äÿõ, ó íåîáòåñàíèõ ðèòîðè÷íèõ âèñòóïàõ ³ äåìîêðàòè÷íèõ
ôîðìàõ, ùî ¿õ ìàò³ðíà Öåðêâà ¿ì íå äàâàëà.

Âàæëèâèì, ùî ì³æ òàêèìè ´ðóïàìè çàêîð³íèëèñü
³äå¿ òèñÿ÷îë³òü: äðóãå ïðèøåñòÿ Õðèñòà, ê³íåöü ñâ³òó, “ñõîïëåííÿ
â õìàðàõ”, àòîìíèé Àðìà´åäîí – öå âñå îáîðîííèé ìåõàí³çì
“ïîçáàâëåíèõ ñïàäùèíè”. Íàãîðîäîþ çà á³äí³ñòü ó öüîìó
ñâ³ò³, º òå, ùî íà äðóãîìó ñâ³ò³ áóäåø õîäèòè ïî çîëîòîì
ìîùåíèõ âóëèöÿõ. Ñåêòè ñïðèéìàþòü Áîãà ó ôîðì³, ùî
ïåðåâèùóº âñå:”ãð³çíèé, ìîâ àðì³ÿ ç õîðóãâàìè” Áîã àíãåë³â,
ñòðàøíèé ó Ñâîºìó ãí³â³ íà ñâ³òñüêå, àëå íåâèìîâíî
ìèëîñòèâèé äî Ñâî¿õ âèáðàíèõ.

Äëÿ ñåêòàíòà, õðèñòèÿíñòâî º ðåë³´³ºþ ïî÷óâàíü. Â³í
âîë³º ïðîñòó, ñïîíòàííó, ïîâíó åìîö³é â³äïðàâó, àí³æ áóäü-
ÿêó ë³òóðã³þ. Ïðîïîâ³äü òàêîæ çâè÷àéíî ³ìïðîâ³çîâàíà, ç
ïðèñòðàñíèì â³äð³êàííÿì â³ä óñüîãî ñâ³òñüêîãî, ç æàõëèâèìè
îïèñàìè ïåêëà, äóìêàìè ïðî ñìåðòîíîñí³ñòü àòîìíî¿ áîìâè…
Ïðîïîâ³äíèê ð³äêî àïåëþº äî ðîçóìó, à â á³ëüøîñò³ äî åìîö³é.
¯õíº â³ðóâàííÿ çàñíîâàíå íà äîñë³âí³é ôóíäàìåíòàë³ñòè÷í³é
³íòåðïðåòàö³¿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà. Âîíè ñòàâëÿòüñÿ ç íåïðè-
õîâàíèì ï³äîçð³ííÿì äî òðàäèö³¿, âîíè áàæàëè á ñêðåñëèòè
ñòîë³òòÿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ äóìêè ³ äîñâ³äó ³ â³ä÷óâàþòü, ùî ïåð³îä
ïîì³æ ïåðâ³ñíèì ³ ñó÷àñíèì º - äîâãèì ïåð³îäîì â³äñòóï-
íèöòâà. Äîëó÷åíå äî öüîãî ïåðåêîíàííÿ, ùî âîíè º ºäèíîþ
ïðàâäèâîþ öåðêâîþ, ïðèçâîäèòü äî ã³ðêî¿ íåîáõ³äíîñò³
çàñóäæóâàòè âñ³õ ³íøèõ õðèñòèÿí.

Áåçïåðå÷íî, ùî íåäàâí³é çð³ñò ñåêò ³ ðîçïîâñþäæåííÿ
¿õí³õ ïîãëÿä³â ì³ñ³îíåðàìè-åíòóç³àñòàìè òà ÷åðåç ðàä³î ³
äðóêîâàíå ñëîâî, êèäàº ïîâàæíèé âèêëèê õðèñòèÿíñüêèì
Öåðêâàì âçàãàë³, à â³ðíèì Ïðàâîñêëàâíèõ Öåðêîâ ó ÑØÀ
çîêðåìà. ßêùî á  ì³ñ³îíåðñüêà ïðàöÿ ñåêòàíò³â îáìåæóâàëàñÿ
äî ïîãàí àáî äî íåâèçíà÷åíèõ ñó÷àñíîãî ñâ³òó, òî ìîæíà á
íå òóðáóâàòèñÿ ¿õí³ìè óñï³õàìè, ³ çàëèøèòè ¿õ â ñïîêîþ.

Îäíàê, íàéá³ëüøà íåáåçïåêà ïîëÿãàº â ¿õ
àðî´àíòíîìó äî´ìàòèçì³, â ÿêîìó á³ëüø³ñòü ç íèõ
äîêàçóº, ùî ñàìå âîíè º âëàñíèêàìè ïîâíî¿ ³
íåîñêâåðíåíî¿ ïðàâäè òà â ¿õíüîìó, ÷àñòî
óñï³øíîìó, êðàä³íí³ “îâåöü ³ç ³íøèõ îòàð”.

Êîð³ííîþ çàñòîðîãîþ äî ñåêòàíñòâà º òå,
ùî âîíè ïîñòà÷àþòü ñâ³òîâ³, ÿêèé óæå é áåç òîãî
ðîçä³ëåíèé íà ï³äîçð³ë³ ïîë³òè÷í³, ðàñîâ³, ³ ñóñï³ëüí³
òàáîðè, íå òàºìíèöþ íàäïðèðîäíî¿ ºäíîñò³, à
çìàãàííÿ àðî´àíòíèõ ³ ìñòèâèõ îñ³á. Ïðàâäà, äåÿê³
äåíîì³íàö³¿ ìàëè ñâî¿ íåäîë³êè, à íîâ³ ðóõè
ðîçêîëîëè çàñâ³ä÷åííÿ Õðèñòà ó ñâ³ò³ ùå á³ëüøå.

Òàê ñàìî âàæëèâèì º óñâ³äîìèòè, ùî íå
âñþ âàãó ìîæíà ñêèäàòè íà äåíîì³íàö³¿. ßêùî

Öåðêâà ðîçáàâëÿº

ñâî¿ äîêòðèíè âîäàìè ìîäåð-
í³ñòè÷íîãî êîìïðîì³ñó, ÿêùî âîíà (Öåðêâà) íå
â³äíàõîäèòü äîðå÷í³ñòü ³ ïåðåîáðàæàþ÷ó ñèëó
ìîãóòí³õ ä³é Áîãà, ÿêèìè æèòòÿ Öåðêâè â³äíî-
âëþºòüñÿ, òî ÿê æå ìîæíà îáâèíóâà÷óâàòè ñåêòè
çà òå, ùî âîíè ïðîïîíóþòü ñâîº âïåâíåíå ñâ³ä÷åííÿ
ùîäî ñâîãî âëàñíîãî òëóìà÷åííÿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà?
Òîìó âèêëèê ñåêò íàéêðàùå ïîÿñíþâàòè ïîçè-
òèâíî, ÿê çàêëèê äî ä³¿. ßêùî Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà
íàéêðàùå ïîÿñíþº Ñâÿòå Ïèñüìî, ÿê ãðîìàäó
íàäïèðîäíîãî ìèëîñåðäÿ, ùî çàñóäæóº õîëîäíó ³
â³äøòîâõóþ÷ó ðåñïåêòàá³ëüí³ñòü öüîãî ñâ³òó, òî
ôàíàòèçì ³ à´ðåñèâí³ñòü ñåêò º ïîøòîâõîì, ùîá
çáóäèòè äð³ìàþ÷ó Öåðêâó, ùîá âîíà ñòàëà çíîâ
âîéîâíè÷îþ Öåðêâîþ.

“Áàãàòî ñåêò
ïîÿâëÿþòüñÿ ïðîñòî òîìó,

ùî ³ñíóþ÷³ Öåðâè
âòðàòèëè ñâ³é ïåðâ³ñíèé çàïàë. “
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From the first days of the
Christian Church, Orthodox
Christians have had to fight

the battle of faith on two fronts:
Spiritual and intellectual. The task of
defending the faith changes from
age to age, as new opponents arise
to challenge Orthodox doctrine.
Nonetheless, throughout Church
history the systems that rival
Christianity appear to fall into four
main classes: (1) the denial of
spiritual values and of the existence
of God, which may be termed
atheism on its intellectual side, or
materialism or secularism on its
social side;
(2) the claims to finality made by
religions other than Christianity;
(3) a Judaistic perversion of the
Christian faith;
(4) a Gnostic eclecticism, an anthol-
ogy of Christian and non-Christian
beliefs. When dealing with cults, our
concern is with the distortions of
Christianity such as are included
within the third and fourth catego-
ries.

For reasons of clarity, an
important distinction should be
made between Christian groups

who may be classified as sects, and
those groups which stand outside
the central Christian tradition.

At a minimum, sectarians
retain two fundamental tenants of
Christian tradition: Baptism into the
Church in the name of the Holy
Trinity and an acceptance of Jesus
as the “Christ”, the “Messiah”, the
sole Savior of the world (Quakers,
Mennonites, Brethren, Baptists,
Nazarenes, et al.). The cults appeal
to a special revelation such as that
claimed by Sun Myung Moon
(Moonies) or Joseph Smith, Jr.
(Mormons - Latter Day Saints), or
they revere other scriptures than
the Bible whose divine inspiration is
denied by mainline denominations
(“Dianetics” for Scientologists,
“Divine Principle” for Moonies, or
the “Book of Mormon” for Mor-
mons). Cultists are confident that
they alone constitute the true
church and all others give allegiance
to apostate churches. We must
point out that although these cults
have arisen in Western societies
since the Reformation, this is no
reason to classify them as Protes-
tant. They deny basic Protestant

positions on the sole sufficiency of
the Bible, the priesthood of all
believers and God in Three Persons
of the Holy Trinity, etc.

The Seventh Day Adventists
arose from the vast millennarian
hopes of the disinherited who
flourished in the middle decades of
the Nineteenth Century in America
(like the Mormons). Formally
organized in 1863, they numbered
only 4,000 in 1865, but just over
100 years later they are active in
189 countries of the world and
number over 2,700,000 members
worldwide.

The movement had a female
founder, Ellen Harmon, although
she is better known under her
married name of Mrs. Ellen White.
She made much use of the ideas of
William Miller, founder of the
original Adventists. In 1831 he
announced that he had discovered
the exact date of Christ’s Second
Coming. He declared that on the
basis of the predictions of the Book
of Daniel and Revelation, this event
would take place in 1843. When
nothing happened in 1843, he
admitted a mistake in his calcula-
tions and postponed the fulfillment
of his prophecy until the following
year. When he was proved wrong a
second time, he gave up Adventism.

Ellen Harmon White persisted
in believing that Miller’s prophecies
were substantially correct. As a
result she founded a movement
which was named the Seventh-Day
Adventists. The members of the
new group held the view that “the
Lord really did come in 1844, not to
earth, but to cleanse the sanctuary
in Heaven . . . which Mrs. White was
taken up to heaven and shown.”

One is first of all impressed by
their generosity. A recent year
indicated a per capita contribution
of $518, probably many times that
of our Orthodox believers. This
should

“Jesus said, “l AM the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the
Father but by Me.”’ (Jn. 14:6)

God’s Church and Man’s Interpretation

SEVENTH DAY
Religious
Thought
Compared and
Contrasted to
Orthodoxy

by Rev. Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha
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be multiplied by a factor of three
to obtain the average family
contribution of about $1,500.

No church has a more ambi-
tious foreign mission program than
the Adventists. The only nations not
penetrated by indefatigable SDA
evangelists are Afghanistan,
Crete and Vatican
City. Four out of
every five
Adventists
reside outside
the United
States. Health
and health reform
are a central concern for
the Adventist. In their chain of 136
hospitals and sanitariums and 232
clinics they care for more than five
million patients each year.

Adventists operate 43 printing
presses worldwide, about 75 new
book titles are issued yearly besides
348 periodicals in 228 languages.
Adventist scholars are thoroughly
anti-evolutionist, they believe the
earth was created in six literal days.

Local church government is
congregational, the district confer-
ence appoints pastors who are
called “Elder” or “Pastor”. The
conference also coordinates regional
activities.

The worship service is non-
liturgical. The Lord’s Supper is
observed quarterly, preceded by a
foot washing ceremony. To Adven-
tists this constitutes merely a
memorial service; all those attending
are invited to the communion table.
Only grape juice is used. Easter is
not observed since in their view it is
a pagan and non-scriptural holiday.

Many are attracted to their
distinctive beliefs. Their Adventism
with its conviction of the imminence
of the Second Coming (Advent) of
Jesus Christ and that evil doers will
be annihilated finds a resonance
among many who protest against
the materialism and modernism that
teaches an inevitable progress
towards earthly Utopia.

The Second Coming of Christ is

the cornerstone of their belief.
According to Mrs. White, Christ
entered only the outer sanctuary of
Heaven, not the Holy of Holies, as
His Ascension, although this seems
to be contradicted by Hebrew 1:3. In
1844, Christ began the Final Judg-

ment, closing the door of mercy to
sinners. They claim that only those in
the know about this “change” could
benefit by Christ’s mediation. Thus, it
seems, in the origin of the
Adventists, salvation’ was made to
depend on knowledge of the event
of 1844, of which only Adventists
are aware.

Certainly, the New Testament
and the Creed both insist on the
Second Coming as a basic article of
faith. But the Seventh-Day Adven-
tists go beyond the statement of
Christ, Who claimed of the date of
the Second Advent: “No man knows
the hour, not even the Son (Mt.
24:36).”

The Adventists’ doctrine of the
sanctuary destroys the meaning of
the Ascension of Christ and His
priesthood. The Epistle to the
Hebrews (9:24) represents Jesus as
entering into the innermost sanctu-
ary of the presence of God “now
to appear before the Face of God
for us”. Adventists have no shred of
biblical evidence for their fantastic
belief that the appearance of the
perfect man to present his sacrifice
of obedience, even unto death, took
place in 1844 AD.

Another distinctive teaching of
Adventism is their belief in the sleep
of the soul. The state of the dead is
said to be “one of silence, inactive
and entire unconsciousness.” The five

proofs for this doctrine are all
taken from the Old Testament and
not from the New: Ps.146:4; Ec.
9:5,6,10; and Dn. 12:2. The New
Testament, however, teaches that
the soul in the unseen world is fully
conscious: The parable of Lazarus

(Lk. 16:22-25);
Christ’s

promise to
the dying thief (Lk.

23:43); the impatient cry of the
waiting martyrs (Rv. 6:9-11); the
earnest wish of St. Paul (Phil 1:21)
and the missionary activity of the
Christ among the departed between
His Death and Resurrection (1 Pt.
3:19 and 4:6).

Their name also implies that
they lay great stress on the seventh
day Sabbath, the day on which God
rested after completing His creation.
They regard Christians who changed
the Sabbath in honor of the Resur-
rection of Christ as bearing the
“mark of the beast.” They lay
historical claim that the churches
fell into apostasy at the Council of
Laodicea in AD 364 when the
seventh day was changed to Sunday.
This insistence smacks of Old
Testament legalism. Christians
believe that Christ has met every
claim of the Law of Moses and
therefore, its precepts are no
longer obligatory on Christians. The
old Sabbath was a memorial of the
origin of life in the creation of the
world; the new Sabbath or Sunday,
commemorating the Resurrection of
Christ, is the memorial of victory of
life over death.

The Seventh-Day Adventists
play no part in the contemporary
ecumenical movement since they
believe that their church alone
qualifies as the remnant church and
obeys all of God’s commandments
in a literal way.

“Their name also implies that
they lay great stress on the seventh day Sabbath, the day on which God rested after
completing His creation. They regard Christians who changed the Sabbath in honor of

the Resurrection of Christ as bearing the ‘mark of the beast.’ “
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radition: Christening, Part I          by V. Rev. Dennis KristofT
The current Orthodox method for admitting members

into the Church involves three Mysteries: Baptism,
Chrismation and Holy Communion (Eucharist). The
process by which one becomes a Christian if often
inaccurately called baptism, but since our Orthodox ritual
involves two other sacraments as well, it may seem
advisable for English speaking Orthodox to adopt the word
“Christen” which comes from Old English meaning “to make
one a Christian”. For all other Christian confessions, this
term would only mean Baptism, but for the Orthodox it
would a fuller meaning.

The present ceremony for the Holy Mystery of
Baptism involves a prayer of reception into the
catechumenate, exorcisms, profession of
faith, the anointing and finally the actual
immersion (baptism) in the water. Baptism
evolved from the a Jewish ritual of purification
and immersion in water which John the baptizer
was practicing in the Jordan River. In the Early
Church, people were immersed in water and
baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity. Since
the Church was being persecuted, becoming a
Christian involved a true commitment and act of
will. This began to change after Christianity
flourished in the third century and finally
became the state religion in the Roman Empire
under Emperor Theodosius in 380 A.D. The
Church created a process so that people would not
accept Christianity frivolously. The process eventually
included all the elements which now comprise the
beginning of the ceremony of Baptism. They are now done
all at once, but historically it took years for one to become
a Christian.

The first prayer is a Prayer of Enrollment. The defining
element of this prayer is the invocation to “inscribe him (her)
into Your Book of Life.” This officially made the person a
catechumen, one preparing for Holy Baptism. Their name
was literally written into the “diptychs”. This was the Book
of Life, the book in which the names of all believers were
written. On one side were the living, and on the other the
departed. Christianity did not hesitate then to proclaim that
it is the Way of Life, and that all other ways were the ways
of darkness and death. In the Patristic age, many took this
step and remained there for many years until they felt ready
to fully embrace the demands of Christianity.

The next set of prayers are the exorcisms. Originally,
catechumens preparing for baptism were required to come
to the church every day for services and were dismissed
with an exorcism said over them. This was so that they
would not stray from the path. The Powers of darkness work
all the harder on a person as they work towards embracing

Christ, the True Light. The most dramatic part of this section
is when the sponsors and one being baptized turn toward
the west and renounce Satan. While it may seem harsh and
strange to be casting demons out of an innocent baby at a
Baptism, it serves as a reminder that we are rescuing this
child from the dark powers which often hold sway in the
world. There was a great fear and concern that those on the
path to righteousness would be swallowed up by the powers
of darkness.

This renunciation of the world and of the devil is
followed by a profession of faith proclaiming Christ

as King and Lord. The baptized proclaims the
Symbol of Faith, the Nicene-

Constantinopolitan Creed. After one final
blessing that the one being baptized “may
no longer be a child of natural descent, but
rather a child of Your Kingdom.”  Then all
process to the Baptismal Font. The water is
blessed if it is not already blessed and the
catechumen’s forehead, breast and shoul-
ders, ears, hands, and feet are anointed
with the Oil of Catechumens for the healing
of the sins and infirmities of both the body
and the soul. This blessed oil was also
called the oil of exorcism in some Patristic
writings. The culminating action is

immersing the person in sanctified water three
times in the Name of the All-Holy Trinity. The

Greek word Baptizein means immersion. Merely pouring
water over the head was originally practiced only in extreme
necessity such as one being baptized literally on their
death bed. Though the centuries, pouring became the norm
rather than the rare exception. The problem is that pouring
may adequately symbolize a washing away of sinfulness,
it does not correctly convey the image that the person in
now reborn, dying to their old self and rising into new life
immersed in the grace of the All-Holy Trinity. There is a
fundamentalist element within the Orthodox Church which
claims that a baptism in which the person is not immersed
is invalid. This is an extremist position which really has no
basis in Church history since there is evidence that the
Church grudgingly allowed for water pouring baptisms even
from the earliest times.

The final action is bestowing a white baptismal gown
on the newly baptized symbolizing that he/she is a child of
Light purified from sin. In the early Church, the newly
baptized would process into the cathedral at the Paschal
vigil in white gowns holding candles. This was the basis of
the week following Pascha being called Bright, or Light-
Filled week. A future article will continue with the other
aspects of the Christening ceremony.
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Ì³êà Ã³ðøè

×è âåðòàþ÷èñÿ ç öåðêâè äîäîìó âè áóëè êîëèñü
íàñò³ëüêè íàòõíåíí³, ùî ç ðàä³ñòþ ðîáèëè ð³øåííÿ: öåé,
íàñòóïíèé òèæäåíü áóäå “³íàêøèì”!

Ìîæëèâî, ùî ïðîïîâ³äü ò³º¿ íåä³ë³ ïåðåêîíàëà
âàñ, ùî äåÿê³ àñïåêòè âàøîãî æèòòÿ òðåáà çì³íèòè.
Ìîæå âàñ çâîðóøèëà äèñêóñ³ÿ, ùî â³äáóëàñÿ â íåä³ëüí³é
øêîë³, àáî ìîæå âè ïðîñòî ïîêèäàëè öåðêâó ç ïî÷óòòÿì
â³äíîâëåíî¿ â³ðè.

À òîä³ íàñòàº ïîíåä³ëîê… Òèæäåíü ï³äêðàäàºòüñÿ
äî íàñ, ç³ ñâî¿ìè òóðáîòàìè ³ íåïåâíîñòÿìè. Îáîâ’ÿçêè
íàøî¿ ïðàö³ ÷è íàøîãî íàâ÷àííÿ òÿãíóòü íàñ â îäèí á³ê,
à ðîäèíà ³ äðóç³ - ó äðóãèé.

Äëÿ á³ëüøîñò³ ç íàñ, ïî÷óòòÿ, ùî ìè çàãóáëåí³
íà ìîð³, ³ â³äêàçàí³ íà ìèë³ñòü éîãî õâèëü, íå òàêå âæå
íåçðîçóì³ëå. Íàòõíåííÿ ïî÷óòî¿ â íåä³ëþ ïðîïîâ³ä³ ÷è
äèñêóñ³¿¿- çàáóò³. Òåïëå ïî÷óòòÿ, âèíåñåíå ç öåðêâè,
îõîëîëî.

Öå ùå á³ëüøå â³ä÷óâàºòüñÿ ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê ìè
áóëè ó÷àñíèêàìè óñàì³òíåííÿ ÷è òàáîðó, äå íàøå æèòòÿ
çì³íÿëîñÿ, íàøà â³ðà áóëà â³äíîâëåíà ³ ìè áóëè ãîòîâ³
ïîâåðòàòèñü äî “ä³éñíîãî ñâ³òó”.

Îäíàê ï³ñëÿ äåê³ëüêîõ òèæí³â, à ÷àñîì ëèøå
äåê³ëüêà äí³â, âñå ÿêîñü ïîâåðòàºòüñÿ äî ïîïåðåäíüîãî
ñòàíó. Ìè ï³ääàºìîñÿ òèì ñàìè çâè÷êàì, ðîáèìî ò³
ñàì³ ïîìèëêè, ùî é ðàí³øå, à ìè æ ¿õ îá³öÿëè âæå íå
ðîáèòè, ³ òàá³ð ÷è óñàì³òíåííÿ ñòàþòü íå á³ëüøå, ÿê
ïðèºìíèì ñïîãàäîì.

×è ìè íå ñïðàâèëèñü ³ç ñâî¿ìè ïîñòàíîâàìè?
×è Öåðêâè íå äîñèòü, ùîá ïîáîðîòè ïðîáëåìè
ñüîãîäåííÿ? Â³äïîâ³äü íà îáà ö³ ïèòàííÿ º ð³øó÷å -”Í²!”
Õðèñòîñ íàøà íàä³ÿ ³ íàøà ðàä³ñòü. Â³í ïðèñóòí³é íå
ëèøå â öåðêâ³ ÷è ï³ä ÷àñ óñàì³òíåííÿ, áî æ Â³í
ïîîá³öÿâ:”…² îòî, ç âàìè ß ïîâñÿêäåííî, àæ äî ê³íöÿ
â³êó” (Ìàòâ.28:20).

Çì³íèòèñÿ ìóñèòü íàøå ïîíÿòòÿ. Íàì òðåáà
ïåðåñòàòè ââàæàòè, ùî æèòòÿ ïîçà Öåðêâîþ º “ä³éñíèì
ñâ³òîì”. Áî æ ìè îòðèìóºìî ïðàâäèâå ³ â³÷íå æèòòÿ
ÿêðàç ó Öåðêâ³.

Áàãàòî ç íàñ íå çäàþòü öüîãî ³ñïèòó òîìó, ùî
âæå â ïîíåä³ëîê âðàíö³, ïåðåä òèì, í³æ âñòàâàòè ç
ë³æêà, âîíè ð³øèëè, ùî “öå çà òÿæêî”. À òðåáà íàä³ÿòèñÿ
íà Õðèñòà, ³ íå âïàäàòè ó â³ä÷àé. ßêùî âè áåðåòå ó÷àñòü
ó ÿêèõîñü ñïîðòèâíèõ ³ãðàõ, òî âàì â³äîìî, ùî òîé, ùî
âèõîäèòü íà ïëîùó áåç íàä³¿ íà âèãðàííÿ, óæå ïðîãðàâ.
×îìó æ áè öå íå ñòîñóâàëîñÿ ³ íàøîãî äóõîâíîãî æèòÿ?

Íàø³ äóìêè ìóñÿòü ïîñò³éíî áóòè ïîçèòèâíèìè,
áî êîëè ìè óñâ³äîìèìî, ùî Õðèñòîñ ç íàìè, òà
ïðèãàäàºìî âñ³ ëàñêè ³ ùåäðîòè, ùî íèìè Â³í íàñ
îáäàðóâàâ, ÿê ìè ìîæåìî íà ðàä³òè öèì? Àëå êð³ì

çì³íè â íàøîìó ïîíÿòò³, ìè âîäíî÷àñ ìóñèìî çì³íèòè ³
íàøå ùîäåííå æèòòÿ.

Óÿâ³òü ñîá³, ùî íàøå äóõîâíå æèòòÿ – öå
ëàìïàäêà, ÿêó ñòàâëÿòü ïåðåä ³êîíîþ. ßêùî ìè íå
áóäåìî ùîäíÿ äîãëÿäàòè öþ ëàìïàäêó, òî ¿¿ ïîëóì’ÿ
ïîãàñíå. Ìè ïîâèíí³ ïîñò³éíî äîäàâàòè îë³¿, îáð³çàòè
ãí³ò, ³ ââàæàòè, ùîá ÿêèéñü ïðîòÿã ÷è ïîäóâ â³òðó íå
ïîãàñèâ ïîëóì’ÿ.

Òàê, ÿê öå ï³êëóâàííÿ ïîòð³áíå äëÿ ãîð³ííÿ
ëàìïàäêè, òàê ñàìî ³ñíóþòü ïåâí³ ðå÷³, ïîòð³áí³ äëÿ
íàøîãî äóõîâíîãî æèòòÿ. Ñàì Ãîñïîäü ïðî öå ãîâîðèòü,
êîëè çâåðòàºòüñÿ äî ñâîãî äîáðîãî äðóãà:- “Ìàðôî,
Ìàðôî, òóðáóºøñÿ é æóðèøñÿ òè ìíîãèì, à ïîòð³áíî
ëèø îäíî“ (Ëóê.10:41-42).

À ùî æ öå, ùî éîãî ïîòð³áíî? Öå – ñèä³òè á³ëÿ
í³ã Ãîñïîäà ³ ñëóõàòè Éîãî Ñëîâî. Çàëèøàºòüñÿ ïèòàííÿ-
ÿê íàì öå ðîáèòè? Ìè “ñèäèìî á³ëÿ Éîãî í³ã” êîæíîãî
ðàçó, êîëè ìè ìîëèìîñü, àáî êîëè ìè ñëóõàºìî Éîãî
Ñëîâî ó Ñâÿòîìó Ïèñüì³.

² öå – â³äïîâ³äü íà íàø³ ïðîáëåìè “ïîíåä³ëê³â”.
Ïðàâäà, ìè îòðèìóºìî ñâ³òëî â³ä Öåðêâè. Àëå, òàê, ÿê ³
ëàìïàäêà, íàøå äóõîâíå æèòòÿ ïîòðåáóº ïîñò³éíîãî
äîãëÿäó. Íàì ñë³ä âèçíà÷èòè ÷àñòèíó êîæíîãî äíÿ äëÿ
ìîëèòâè ³ ÷èòàííÿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà.

Òàê, ÿê îë³ÿ îæèâëÿº ïîëóì’ÿ, òàê ÷èòàííÿ
Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà  îæèâèòü íàø³ äóø³. Òàê ñàìî, ÿê ìè
îáð³çàºìî ãí³ò, ìè ìóñèìî âèêèíóòè ç íàøîãî æèòòÿ
âñå, ùî çìåíøóº íàøó ëþáîâ äî Áîãà.

Ïîíàä óñå – íàì òðåáà ìîëèòèñü, áî ìîëèòâà
º äëÿ íàøîãî äóõîâíîãî æèòòÿ òèì, ÷èì êèñåíü º äëÿ
ëàìïàäêè. Âîäíî÷àñ ìè ìóñèìî îñòåð³ãàòèñÿ,ùîá
ñïîêóñà íå çàêðàëàñü ³ íå ïîãàñèëà íàøå çàâçÿòòÿ òàê,
ÿê ïðîòÿã ãàñèòü ëàìïàäêó.

ßêùî ó âàñ íåìàº ìîëèòîâíèêà ÷è Á³áë³¿,
ïðèîá³öÿéòå ñîá³, ùî íàñòóïíî¿ íåä³ë³ íå ïîêèíåòå
öåðêâè áåç öèõ êíèã. ßêùî âè âæå íå ìîëèòåñü êîæíîãî
ðàíêó, òî íå ðîçïî÷èíàéòå äíÿ áåç ìîëèòâè. ßêùî âè
íå äÿêóºòå ñâî¿ì áàòüêàì çà âñå, ùî âîíè äëÿ âàñ
ðîáëÿòü, à äðóçÿì çà ïîðîçóì³ííÿ é ï³äòðèìêó, òî íå
òðàòüòå í³ õâèëèíè, ï³ä³òü ïîäÿêóéòå ¿ì.

Ïîíàä óñå – ÿêùî âè íå ïðîñèòå â Áîãà âåëèêî¿
ìèëîñò³, ïî÷èíàéòå öå ðîáèòè ³ çíàéòå, ùî Â³í º ç âàìè.

ßê îë³ÿ îæèâëÿº ïîëóì’ÿ,
òàê ÷èòàííÿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà

îæèâèòü íàø³ äóø³.
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My participation in
this year’s mission trip
exceeded all of my expec-
tations, as I’m sure it did
for all of my teammates.
I met up with the rest of
the mission team upon their
arrival in Kyiv.  I had spent
two and a half months
prior to the mission trip
working for a non-govern-
mental organization in
Ukraine.  In my work I deve-
loped an understanding of
the intricacies of the Ukrai-
nian health system, as well
as the government bodies
and agencies that regulate
it.  I worked in advocacy
efforts for marginalized
groups.  I expected to be
somewhat desensitized and
hardened going into the mission trip.  As it turned out, I
was not prepared to face the challenges of interaction
with the children living in Zaluchya and Znamyanka.  Many
of the children in these orphanages have severely
debilitating mental and physical handicaps, much more
severe than most of us had ever encountered.  I also
never could have predicted the outpouring of love that I
witnessed- both from the team members for the children,
and more notably, from the children for us.

I feel very lucky to have met these children and
to have learned from them.  I recall several occasions
where these kids taught me about faith.  The following
are two moments which I will always remember:

From the Editor’s Desk: Dear readers, once
again it is a great blessing for me to greet you on
these four pages of our UOW. As we promised in
October 2005 issue the following  article is written by

Tanya Tschaikowsky, a member of our Church’s 2005
College Student Mission Team, a graduate school stu-
dent and a member of St. Volodymyr Cathedral in
Chicago, IL.

Boris, a 21 year
old living in Znamyanka
asked a question of Katya
and me:  “Where is God?”
Katya and I were floored
to get asked such a ques-
tion.  Boris continued, “Be-
cause I pray to him every
day, so that I can walk
and speak normally.”  Bo-
ris’ arms and legs are pal-
sied, and he has a severe
speech impediment, which
prevents him from being
understood.  Boris was very
hopeful and selfless.  He
told us that he really
wanted to go back and
visit with his family, but
he can’t, because he feels
responsible for taking care
of the rest of the kids in

the orphanage.  “They need me,” he said.
Then, while in Zaluchya, after another moving

service of Holy Unction performed by Father Daniel, I
had another pivotal moment.  Each of the children was
anointed, and was given an icon card of the Virgin Mary.
All of the kids loved the gifts, and I saw many kissing the
icons, and many more asked us to kiss them.  I was sitting
with Ulyana, a brilliant girl who has learned to write and
paint by grasping instruments in her teeth,   and Vasyl, a
quiet, patient little boy who has little use of his legs, and
I was holding Alina, a very young girl with Down’s Syndrome
in my lap.  Ulyana turned to me and asked me to read to
her what was written on the back of the icon card.  I

Tanya Tschaikowsky and Hans Harasimchuk assisting with children
during physical therapy session in Zmanianka orphanage.

Òàíÿ ×àéêîâñüêà òà Ãàíñ Õàðàñèì÷óê çàéìàþòüñÿ ç ä³òüìè
ó ê³ìíàò³ ô³çè÷íî¿ òåðàï³¿ Çíàì’ÿíñüêîãî ³íòåðíàòó.
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hadn’t really paid attention to the back until
this point.  There, written in Ukrainian, were
the Beatitudes.  I started reading them to
the kids, and by the time I had reached the
end, I was in tears.  I realized that these
children truly are blessed.  They are poor,
meek, they mourn; they are all of these
things.  I was crying tears of joy because I
realized that though they may face great
hardships in their lives on earth, ‘great will
be their reward in heaven.’

While on the mission trip, I was
constantly reminded of how these children
differ from their American brethren, and it
bothered me, only because they shouldn’t
be different.  Handicapped people lead normal
lives in the United States.  Why shouldn’t
they do the same in Ukraine?

Sadly, the philosophy has been
somewhat different in Ukraine.  However, I believe that great
strides have been made to change this outlook in these two
orphanages, thanks to the support of our Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA.  We saw the phenomenal, state-
of-the-art physical therapy facility in Zaluchya, which was
developed with the support of the UOC of the USA.   These
kids have received great benefits from it already.  With constant
exercise from the kids as well as continued training of the
staff, I know that these kids will really go far.

Many of these kids only need a little help to lead
normal lives; help which is still beyond the means of the
orphanages or the state.  None of us will forget Sveta from
Znamyanka:  a shy young lady of 16 or 17, who can read
beautifully, draw, and who entertained us numerous times by
selecting American piano pieces from her repertoire and playing

them for us.  Sveta is the same girl whose
face has become disfigured because various
growths have taken over the right side, who
lost an eye in her first operation, and who is
in need of further care.  Had Sveta been
born in the US, she would have already had
the plastic surgery needed to get the right
side of her face as beautiful as the left.

None of us will forget Vasyl from
Zaluchya: the same calm, soft spoken boy
who listened to me read the Beatitudes, who
would ask us in his thin voice to pick him up
and hold him, or to take him for a spin on a
wheelchair.  Vasyl is the same boy whose
legs are so atrophied that he scoots around
on his knees, and whose knees can’t extend
fully.  With proper physical therapy, and
perhaps with some corrective surgery, Vasyl
could race all over Ukraine on his feet.

 While we played with these kids, all of us saw many
big smiles on the kids’ faces.  The troubling part is that the kids’
toothy grins were made up of rotting teeth.  Poor dental health
may be a consequence of the illnesses that the kids have,
however more of the reason may be due to lack of dental care
provided for these children...

With the continued backing of our Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, as well as support and sponsorship
from people like you who have a great interest in our Church
and her works, great strides will continue to be made in these
orphanages and in the lives of these children.  They will receive
the care that they need and deserve.  I know firsthand how
open their hearts were to all of us mission team members.  I
also know that these children would welcome your love and
support with open arms.

Boris - Áîðèñ
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Ì³ñ³éíà ïîäîðîæ ãðóïè ñòóäåíò³â
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè

Ç ðåäàêòîðñüêîãî ñòîëó: Äîðîã³ ÷èòà÷³, íó îñü ³
çíîâó ìåí³ íàäçâè÷àéíî ïðèºìíî ó äóñ³ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
ëþáîâ³ çâåðíóòèñÿ äî Âàñ íà ñòîð³íêàõ âàøîãî
öåðêîâíîãî æóðíàëó. ßê ìè ³ îá³öÿëè ó ìèíóëîìó âèïóñêó,

íà ñë³äóþ÷èõ ê³ëüêîõ ñòîð³íêàõ ÷èòàéòå ðîçïîâ³äü Òàí³
×àéêîâñüêî¿, ñòóäåíòêè òà ïàðàô³ÿíêè êàòåäðè ñâ.
Âîëîäèìèðà ó ×³êà´î, ²Ë ïðî ¿¿ âðàæåííÿ â³ä 2005 ì³ñ³éíî¿
ïîäîðîæ³ ñòóäåíò³â íàøî¿ Öåðêâè äî ñèðîòèíö³â â Óêðà¿í³.

Öüîãî ë³òà ÿ âçÿ-
ëà ó÷àñòü ó ì³ñ³éíèõ
â³äâ³äèíàõ ãóðòêà íàøî¿
ìîëîä³ ³ç ÑØÀ äâîõ
ñèðîòèíö³â â Óêðà¿í³, ùî
¿õ íàøà Öåðêâà âçÿëà
ï³ä ñâîþ îï³êó äåê³ëüêà
ðîê³â òîìó. Öÿ ïîä³ÿ
ïåðåâè-ùèëà âñ³ ìî¿
î÷³êóâàííÿ, ³   ÿ
ïåðåêîíàíà, íå ëèøå
ìî¿, à âñ³õ ó÷àñíèê³â. Ç
íèìè ÿ çóñòð³ëàñÿ àæ ó
Êèºâ³, êîëè âîíè òóäè
ïðèëåò³ëè, òîìó, ùî ÿ
âæå â³äáóëà äâà ç
ïîëîâèíîþ ì³ñÿö³ ïðàö³
â îäí³é íåäåðæàâí³é
îðãàí³çàö³¿ â Óêðà¿í³. Ï³ä ÷àñ òîãî ïåð³îäó ÿ ïîäåêóäè
çðîçóì³ëà ñêëàäí³ñòü çäîðîâåëüíî¿ ñèñòåìè â Óêðà¿í³ òà
îçíàéîìèëàñÿ ç äåðæàâíèìè óñòàíîâàìè, ùî íåþ
óïðàâëÿþòü. Ìîÿ ïðàöÿ ïîëÿãàëà â çóñèëëÿõ, äîáèòèñÿ
ÿêî¿ñü äîïîìîãè äëÿ â³äêèíåíèõ ñóñï³ëüñòâîì ´ðóï.
Äîëó÷óþ÷èñü äî ì³ñ³éíîãî ãóðòêà ÿ ââàæàëà, ùî âæå
äîñòàòíüî çàãàðòîâàíà ³ “çíå÷óëåíà”, ùîá íå ñïðèéìàòè
òå, ùî ïîáà÷ó, åìîö³éíî. ßê âèÿâèëîñü, ÿ çîâñ³ì íå áóëà
ïðèãîòîâàíà äî çóñòð³÷³ ³ â³äíîñèí ç ä³òüìè, ìåøêàíöÿìè
çãàäàíèõ “ä³òî÷èõ äîì³â-³íòåðíàò³â” (ñèðîòèíö³â) ó Çàëó÷÷³
³ Çíàì’ÿíö³. Áàãàòî ç ä³òåé ó öèõ ñèðîòèíöÿõ ìàþòü âåëèê³
ô³çè÷í³ ³ ìåíòàëüí³ íåäîìàãàííÿ, äàëåêî á³ëüø³ â³ä òèõ,
ç ÿêèìè íàì äîòåïåð ïðèõîäèëîñü çóñòð³÷àòèñü. ²íøèì
íåïåðåäáà÷åíèì ìíîþ ôàêòîì, áóëà ëþáîâ äî ä³òåé,
ùî âèïðîì³íþâàëà ³ç ÷ëåí³â íàøîãî ãóðòêà, ³, ùå á³ëüøå
ïîì³òíà ëþáîâ ä³òåé äî íàñ.

ß ââàæàþ ñåáå ùàñëèâîþ, ùî çóñòð³ëàñÿ ç öèìè
ä³òüìè ³ ìàëà íàãîäó íàâ÷èòèñÿ â³ä íèõ. Ïðèãàäóþ

äåê³ëüêà âèïàäê³â, êîëè ö³
ä³òêè íàâ÷èëè ìåíå, ùî
òàêå â³ðà. Ç íèõ äâà
ìîìåíòè, ÿ í³êîëè íå
çàáóäó:

Áîðèñ, 21-ë³òí³é êàë³êà,
ìåøêàíåöü Çíàì’ÿíêè,
ñïèòàâ îäíîãî ðàçó  ìåíå
³ Êàòþ: ”Äå º Áîã?” Ìè ç
íåþ áóëè çàñêî÷åí³ òàêèì
ïèòàííÿì. À â³í ïðîäîâ-
æóâàâ:” Áî ÿ ùîäíÿ ìîëþ-
ñÿ Éîìó, ùîá ÿ çì³ã õîäè-
òè ³ íîðìàëüíî ãîâîðèòè”.
Ðóêè ³ íîãè Áîðèñà ïîêðó-
÷åí³ ³ â³í ìàº ïîâàæíó
âàäó ìîâè òàê, ùî éîãî
òÿæêî çðîçóì³òè. Áîðèñ

âèÿâèâñÿ ïîâíèé íàä³¿ ³ àëüòðó³çìó. Â³í êàçàâ, ùî ñïðàâä³
â³í õîò³â áè â³äâ³äàòè ñâîþ ðîäèíó, àëå íå ìîæå, áî
â³í ÷óºòüñÿ â³äïîâ³äàëüíèì çà ðåøòó ä³òåé ó ñèðîòèíö³.
“Âîíè ïîòðåáóþòü ìåíå”- êàçàâ â³í.

Òîä³, êîëè ìè áóëè â Çàëó÷÷³, ï³ñëÿ çâîðóøóþ÷î¿
â³äïðàâè î. Äàíè¿ëîì ÷èíó ñâÿòîãî Ìèðîïîìàçàííÿ, ÿ
ïåðåæèëà äðóãèé, íåçàáóòí³é ìîìåíò. Êîæíà äèòèíà
îòðèìàëà ìèðîïîìàçàííÿ ³ êàðòî÷êó-³êîíêó Ä³âè Ìàð³¿.
Âñ³ì ä³òÿì ö³ ïîäàðóíêè ïîäîáàëèñü, ³ áàãàòî ç íèõ
ö³ëóâàëè ³êîíêè, à ùå á³ëüøå ïðîñòÿãàëè ¿õ íàì, ùîá
òàêîæ ö³ëóâàòè. ß ñèä³ëà ç Óëÿíîþ, íàäçâè÷àéíî çä³áíîþ
ä³â÷èíîþ, ÿêà íàâ÷èëà ñåáå ïèñàòè ³ ìàëþâàòè, òðèìà-
þ÷è îëèâåöü ÷è ïåíçåëü â çóáàõ, ³ ç Âàñèëåì, òèõèì ³
òåðïåëèâèì õëîï’ÿì, ÿêèé ìàéæå íå âîëîä³º ñâî¿ìè
íîãàìè. Íà ðóêàõ ÿ òðèìàëà Àë³íó, äóæå ìàëå ä³â÷à ç
ñèíäðîìîì Äàâíà. Óëÿíà çâåðíóëàñü äî ìåíå ³
ïîïðîñèëà ïðî÷èòàòè, ùî íàïèñàíî íà çâîðîò³ ³êîíêè.
Äî öüîãî ÷àñó ÿ, ïðàâäó ñêàçàòè, íå çâåðíóëà íà öå
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óâàãè. Îäíàê òàì, óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ, áóëè
âèïèñàí³ Çàïîâ³ä³ Áëàæåíñòâà. ß ïî÷àëà
÷èòàòè ¿õ ä³òÿì, à ï³ä ê³íåöü, ðîçïëàêàëàñÿ
çðîçóì³âøè, ùî ö³ ä³òè ñïðàâä³ º “áëàæå-
ííèìè”. Âîíè óáîã³, âîíè òèõ³, âîíè ñóìó-
þòü (ïëà÷óòü), âîíè çàäîâîëüíÿþòü âñ³
âèìîãè áëàæåíñòâà.  Ìî¿ ñëüîçè ïåðåòâî-
ðèëèñÿ â ñëüîçè ðàäîñò³, êîëè ÿ óñâ³äîìè-
ëà, ùî õî÷ íà çåìë³ ¿õíº æèòòÿ ïîòüìàðåíå
êîëîñàëüíèìè íåäîìàãàííÿìè, àëå  “âå-
ëèêà íàãîðîäà áóäå  ¿ì íà íåáåñàõ”.

Ï³ä÷àñ ïîäîðîæ³ ÿ ââåñü ÷àñ
äóìàëà ïðî òå, ÷èì ö³ ä³òè ð³çíÿòüñÿ â³ä
ñâî¿õ àìåðèêàíñüêèõ áðàò³â-îäíîë³òê³â. ²
ìåíå öå òóðáóâàëî, áî âîíè íå ïîâèíí³ á
â³äð³çíÿòèñÿ. Ó ÑØÀ íåïîâíîñïðàâí³ ëþäè
âåäóòü íîðìàëüíå æèòòÿ. ×îìó öüîãî íå
ìîæå áóòè â Óêðà¿í³?

Íà æàëü, ô³ëîñîô³ÿ ùîäî ñòàâëå-
ííÿ äî òàêèõ ä³òåé â Óêðà¿í³ çîâñ³ì ³íàêøà.
Îäíàê, ÿ â³ðþ, ùî çàâäÿêè ï³äòðèìö³ íàøî¿
Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Öåðêâè, çðîáëåíî
âåëèêèé ïîñòóï â öüîìó íàïðÿìêó. Â Çàëó÷÷³
ìè áà÷èëè íàäçâè÷àéíå, íàéíîâ³øå
óñòàòêóâàííÿ äëÿ ô³çè÷íî¿ òåðàï³¿,  ùî áóëî âñòàíîâëåíå
çà äîïîìîãîþ ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ. Ä³òè âæå ç öüîãî
íåéìîâ³ðíî ñêîðèñòàëè. Ïîñò³éíèìè âïðàâàìè ä³òåé, ÿê ³
ïîñò³éíèì âèøêîëåííÿì ¿õ äîãëÿäà÷³â, ö³ ä³òè, ÿ çíàþ,
áàãàòî îñÿãíóòü.

Äåêîìó ç íèõ ïîòð³áíî ëèøå òð³øå÷êè ïîìî÷³, ùîá
âåñòè íîðìàëüíå æèòòÿ, àëå ö³º¿ ïîìî÷³ í³ ñèðîòèíö³, í³
äåðæàâà íå â ñòàí³ äàòè. Í³õòî ç íàñ íå çàáóäå
“Ñâºòó”(Ñâ³òëàíêó) ³ç Çàì’ÿíêè. Öå - ïîëîõëèâà, ñêðîìíà
16- ÷è 17-ð³÷íà ïàííî÷êà, ÿêà ïðåêðàñíî ÷èòàº ³ ìàëþº, ³
ÿêà íàñ áàãàòî ðàç³â ðîçâàæàëà ñâî¿ì ãðàííÿì íà ôîðòå-
ï³àíî, âèáèðàþ÷è äëÿ íàñ ç³ ñâîãî ðåïåðòóàðó àìåðèêàíñüê³
ðå÷³. Ñâºòà – öå òà ñàìà ä³â÷èíà, ëèöå ÿêî¿ áóëî ñïîòâîðåíî

ïóõëèíàìè, ùî ðîçðîñëèñÿ íà ïðàâ³ì
ëè÷êó. Ï³ä ÷àñ îïåðàö³¿ âîíà âòðàòèëà
îêî, ³ çàðàç ïîòðåáóº äàëüøî¿ ìåäè÷íî¿
îï³êè. ßêùî á âîíà íàðîäèëàñÿ â ÑØÀ,

âîíà âæå ìàëà çà ñîáîþ ïëàñòè÷íó
îïåðàö³þ, ùî çðîáèëà á ïðàâèé á³ê
¿¿ ëè÷êà òàêèì æå ãàðíèì, ÿê ³ ë³âèé.

Í³õòî ç íàñ íå çàáóäå Âàñèëüêà ³ç
Çàëó÷÷ÿ. Öå – òîé ñàìèé òèõèé ³ ñïî-
ê³éíèé õëîï÷èíà, ùî ñëóõàâ Çàïîâ³ä³
Áëàæåíñòâà, ùî ñâî¿ì òîíåíüêèì
ãîëîñêîì ïðîñèâ, ùîá éîãî âçÿòè íà
ðóêè, àáî ïîêðóòèòè â ³íâàë³äíîìó
âîçèêó. Öå òîé ñàìèé õëîï÷èê, íîãè
ÿêîãî íàñò³ëüêè àòðîôîâàí³, ùî â³í
ïåðåñóâàºòüñÿ íà êîë³íàõ, ÿê³ äî ê³íöÿ
íå ðîçãèíàþòüñÿ. ßêáè éîìó äàòè
íàëåæíèé êóðñ ô³çè÷íî¿ òåðàï³¿, àáî
çðîáèòè êîðåêòèâíó îïåðàö³þ, â³í ì³ã
áè á³ãàòè íà ñâî¿õ íîãàõ ïî âñ³é
Óêðà¿í³.

Çàáàâëÿþ÷èñÿ ç öèìè ä³òüìè, ìè
áà÷èëè áàãàòî óñì³õíåíèõ ëè÷îê. Á³äà
ëèøå â òîìó, ùî ¿õ çóáè, ÿê³ ïðè óñì³ø-

ö³ ïîêàçóâàëèñÿ, º ãíèë³. Íåçàäîâ³ëüíèé çäîðîâåëüíèé
ñòàí çóá³â ìîæå áóòè ³ íàñë³äêîì ¿õ ô³çè÷íèõ íåäîìàãàíü,
àëå ïðàâàäîáîä³áíî â³í ñïðè÷èíåíèé áðàêîì ñîìàòîëî-
ã³÷íî¿ îï³êè ä³òåé.

Ç ïîñò³éíîþ äîïîìîãîþ íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, ÿê ³ ëþäåé òàêèõ, ÿê âè, ùî
çàö³êàâëåí³ ó ö³é ñïðàâ³, ðîáèòèìóòüñÿ äàëüø³ âåëèê³
ïîë³ïøåííÿ â öèõ äâîõ ñèðîòèíöÿõ, ³ â æèòò³ ¿õí³õ ìåøêàíö³â,
³ âîíè îòðèìàþòü  ïîòð³áíó îï³êó, íà ÿêó âîíè çàñëóãîâóþòü.

ß çíàþ ç ïåðøî¿ ðóêè, ùî ¿õí³ ñåðöÿ áóëè â³äêðèò³
âñ³ì ÷ëåíàì íàøî¿ ì³ñ³éíî¿ ́ ðóïè. ß ð³âíî æ çíàþ, ùî ö³
ä³òè ïðèéíÿëè á âàøó ëþáîâ ³ ï³äòðèìêó ç â³äêðèòèìè
îá³éìàìè.



From August 6 – 13, the Offices of Youth &
Young Adult Ministry and Missions and Christian Charity
sponsored a missionary trip to Raphael House in San
Francisco, CA. Raphael House aids at-risk homeless families
and helps them to get back on their feet and back into the
community. They believe in creating strong family bonds
and routines that will help them when they reenter the
real world. Each family is assigned a caseworker to guide
them through their journey to self-sufficiency.

Raphael House not only helps the 50 –60 people
on site at any given time but also sponsors an extensive
AfterCare program for families who graduate from the
program. AfterCare provides after school care for
children, monthly family activity nights, free field trips for
families and much more.

The trip was led by Fr. Vasile Sauciur of Los
Angeles, CA, Fr. Roman Trynoha of San Francisco, CA and
Natalie Kapeluck Nixon, OYM Director. The team consisted
of five high school students: Lara Haluszczak of Pittsburgh,
PA, Emily Kominko and Oksana Mahlay of Parma, OH,
Anastasia Zawierucha of Northampton, PA and Sophia
Zerebinski of San Francisco, CA.

Below you will read an account of the trip, a day
from each team member’s journal.

Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6 by Emily Kominko by Emily Kominko by Emily Kominko by Emily Kominko by Emily Kominko
Our departure day seemed to take forever to come.

At 4:30 Sunday morning, we departed from the Mahlay’s
house after a prayer service conducted by Fr. John
Nakonachny of my home parish St. Vladimir Cathedral in
Parma.

The flight all the way to California was uneventful,
with only butterflies in our stomachs because we were so
far from home. Our flight had a layover in Colorado, but soon
we were on our way to San Francisco. When we arrived in
California, we stopped for lunch, and then headed over to
Raphael House. When we arrived at Raphael House, Fr.
David Lowell, Executive Director of Raphael House, gave us
a tour and then the rest of the day to ourselves after our long
day of traveling. We explored Chinatown, ate dinner, and
then headed back to Raphael House for the night.

Monday August 7Monday August 7Monday August 7Monday August 7Monday August 7 Emily Kominko Emily Kominko Emily Kominko Emily Kominko Emily Kominko
When we woke up Monday, we had prayers in the

morning and then it was off to Sophia House and Myrtle
House, the sister projects of Raphael House located in
Oakland, CA. On the way back to Raphael House, we did
some sightseeing, but once we got back, it was work for the
rest of the day.

The AfterCare Building is located next to Raphael
House, they hold activities there and farmers markets for
families who have recently stayed at Raphael House. To
prepare for the farmers market which would take place the
next day, Oksana  Mahlay , Lara  Haluszczak , Natalie
Kapeluck-Nixon , and I mopped the floors, washed the
walls, tables, and chairs, and made everything look
sparkling new. While the four of us were doing that,
Anastasia Zawierucha  and Sophia Zerebinski  were busy
taping up windows in the dining room to protect them from
paint because the dining room was to be painted by live- in
volunteers the next day. Before we knew it, it was time to
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make dinner. After dinner and clean up, we all went upstairs
to a lounge area and played a round of Yahtzee  with some
of the live-in volunteers. We ended the evening with prayers,
and went to sleep.

Tuesday, August 8Tuesday, August 8Tuesday, August 8Tuesday, August 8Tuesday, August 8 by Lara Haluszczak by Lara Haluszczak by Lara Haluszczak by Lara Haluszczak by Lara Haluszczak
Today the mission team prepared for the Farmer’s

Market that Raphael House holds during the summer. The
Farmer’s Market is a collection of donations of produce from
a nearby farmer’s market and other donations of
nonperishable foods that Raphael House receives and
donates to former residents. When the former residents
come, all they have to do is sign in and they are free to take
whatever products they need.

We organized the cabinets of food that Raphael
House already had received as donations. When the
delivery of produce arrived, we sorted through some of the
bad fruit and vegetables; then we arranged them on the
tables to help the residents to see their selection.

When the residents began to arrive, we helped
them with bagging their food and some of the Raphael
House workers talked with them to see how things were
going.

It was wonderful getting a chance to talk with some
of the former residents. I was glad that we got a chance to
make contact with them. Our trip was during renovation,
and there weren’t any residents staying in Raphael House,
so this gave us a chance for person-to-person experience
with the residents. We got to see how their lives changed
for the better as a result of their stay at Raphael House and
how Raphael House helped them have a better home life.

After dinner, we had Vespers in the chapel in
Raphael House. Then, we made pies with leftover fruit from
the Farmer’s Market. This was a fun way to relax at the end
of the day. The next day, we shared them with the Raphael
House workers and volunteers, and they loved our pies!

Wednesday, August 9Wednesday, August 9Wednesday, August 9Wednesday, August 9Wednesday, August 9 by Sophia Zerebinski by Sophia Zerebinski by Sophia Zerebinski by Sophia Zerebinski by Sophia Zerebinski
It is Wednesday and I am sewing curtains at

Raphael’s House in San Francisco. I am surrounded by the
folds of tan colored delicately pattered material and thinking
how these curtain will help make rooms cozier for families
that will come here soon to seek temporary shelter. We are
working here as a team, either cutting, ironing, putting pins
in the folds, or sewing. I am enjoying the company of my
new friends from the East Coast, as I am the only one from
the Bay Area. Besides the curtains, some of us are busy
making felt crowns for children’s birthdays or fixing donated
items such as dolls or seat cushions. As I am looking at the
dolls, I try to imagine the joy these toys will bring to the
children. I feel thankful to the people that encouraged me to
volunteer at Raphael’s House and to discover this truly
special place filled with love and care. The dedication of the
staff and volunteersSewing curtainsSewing curtainsSewing curtainsSewing curtainsSewing curtains

Anastasia’s  pieAnastasia’s  pieAnastasia’s  pieAnastasia’s  pieAnastasia’s  pie
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here is awe-inspiring. After working here this summer, I
know I would be coming back again.

Thursday, August 10Thursday, August 10Thursday, August 10Thursday, August 10Thursday, August 10 by  Anastasia Zawierucha by  Anastasia Zawierucha by  Anastasia Zawierucha by  Anastasia Zawierucha by  Anastasia Zawierucha
Today was a day off for our mission team so we

could go and visit the St. John of Shanghai Monastery in
Point Reyes. Along with our mission team, two of the live
in volunteers (Erica and Samantha) can with us and our
spiritual advisors, Fr. Vasile and Fr. Roman and his family.
On the way there we stopped on the beach, saw some
seals, and traveled on the longest most twisted road I have
ever been on (Interstate 1).

When we got there we were greeted by the monks
that lived there and were shown around the monastery. The
monastery was tucked away on a nice piece of land covered
in woods. It was very relaxing. They showed us how they
made their beautiful beeswax candles and their hand carved
coffins. The monastery had 12 monks in total led by Abbot
Jonah Paffhausen of the OCA and most of them were very
young and enthusiastic about their work and their worship.
They had a small store were one could buy crosses, soaps,
books, and more.  We also got to see their chapel, which
was small yet served its purpose nicely. When we returned
home a woman at Raphael House made us a delicious
Mediterranean dinner. After we had prayers and bid a
volunteer named Erica Farwell as she left for Oxford.

Friday, August 11Friday, August 11Friday, August 11Friday, August 11Friday, August 11 by Oksana Mahlay by Oksana Mahlay by Oksana Mahlay by Oksana Mahlay by Oksana Mahlay
Today was the last day we worked at Raphael

House. After morning prayers, all of us spent several hours
working on the curtains for the windows and closets that we
started earlier in the week. We were putting the finishing
touches on the curtains, making the ends tight, and tucking
in the excess material. It was a frustrating task and even
more frustrating when we found out that some of the window
curtains were just a little too short for the windows. Measure
twice – cut once! After lunch, we split up into two work
teams; Emily and I helped Cliff (a staff member at Raphael
House) set up rooms for the families on the first and second
floors. One room was for a mother and her young baby to
move back in after the renovation of the home. Another room
was for the teenage son of a couple whose room was across
the hall. Each room had a window, closet, dresser,
curtains, mirror, a painting, rug, a bed (either bunk bed, twin
size, queen size, or crib). In the meantime, Lara and
Anastasia, continued working on basic housekeeping in
the home, such as cleaning all the doors. After dinner, since
this was the last workday of the week, we took time to look
for staff members still in the building to give them good-bye
gifts we brought along. As a thank you, Raphael House gave
us “Volunteer” T-Shirts to remember our stay and time
spent helping at this home for the less fortunate.

Learning the art of candle makingLearning the art of candle makingLearning the art of candle makingLearning the art of candle makingLearning the art of candle making

The girls enjoy a day off at the beacThe girls enjoy a day off at the beacThe girls enjoy a day off at the beacThe girls enjoy a day off at the beacThe girls enjoy a day off at the beachhhhh(continued on page 23)
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Rutherford, NJ - Last winter, the Volyn Theological
Seminary in Lutsk, Ukraine was set afire by arsonists who
were the supporters of presidential candidate Yanukovych
as an act of revenge against the students at the seminary
who supported the “Orange Revolution”. With the blessing
of His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine, St. Andrew’s
Society began a fund-raising campaign to assist the
seminary in reconstruction.

After the initial collection among the faithful in the
U.S., $5,000 has been transferred to Ukraine, and upon the
request of the bishop of Lutsk, Metropolitan Michael of the
Kyivan Patriarchate, these funds are to be used for the
restoration of a new heating system. Additional funds have
been given by individual parishes in the U.S. Other needs
at the seminary are the renovation of classrooms not
destroyed by fire, but damaged by the firefighters, and the
toilets and showers filled with the debris of the collapsed
upper floors.

Your donations may be sent to St. Andrew’s Society,
1023 Yorkshire Dr., Los Altos, CA 94024. Please memo
the funds to the Lutsk Seminary.

Volyn Seminary in Ukraine Being Rebuilt with the Support ofVolyn Seminary in Ukraine Being Rebuilt with the Support ofVolyn Seminary in Ukraine Being Rebuilt with the Support ofVolyn Seminary in Ukraine Being Rebuilt with the Support ofVolyn Seminary in Ukraine Being Rebuilt with the Support of
St. Andrew’s SocietySt. Andrew’s SocietySt. Andrew’s SocietySt. Andrew’s SocietySt. Andrew’s Society

Ruins of the Volyn Theological Seminary in Lutsk, Ukraine

Sat/Sun, Aug. 12-13Sat/Sun, Aug. 12-13Sat/Sun, Aug. 12-13Sat/Sun, Aug. 12-13Sat/Sun, Aug. 12-13 by Natalie Kapeluck Nixon by Natalie Kapeluck Nixon by Natalie Kapeluck Nixon by Natalie Kapeluck Nixon by Natalie Kapeluck Nixon
Well, today is our last day. It has been exhausting

with the time changes; long work days, many illnesses on
the team and many long conversations with the staff.
However, it has been extremely rewarding. This morning we
left Raphael House to attend Divine Liturgy at ST. Michael
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in San Francisco. Fr. Roman
celebrated this Liturgy for us due to the fact that we would
be traveling on Sunday.

The team sang the responses along with Fr.
Roman’s Pani Matka. Sophia’s mother Mrs. Tamara
Zerebinski graciously took us around town for some
sightseeing. We spent most of the day at Ghiardelli Square
and Fisherman’s Wharf – it was some of the most
impressive power shopping I have ever seen! After a day of
relaxing and having fun we ended up at the spectacular San
Francisco Aquarium. Following dinner we returned to
Raphael House to pack for our return home.

It was a sad yet exciting time. The team prepared
thank you gifts for the live-in staff at Raphael House and
procrastinated on their packing for they really did not want
to go home.

We all tried to get a little sleep before leaving at
4:30 a.m. Anastasia was the lucky one, she was staying an
extra few days with her Aunt, who lived in the area. 4:30 a.m.
rolled around quite quickly. We made our way to the airport
for the long trip home. I had a lot of time to reflect upon this
awesome and blessed journey. These young women
represented our church with dignity, graciousness and love.

Waiting at the airport to go homeWaiting at the airport to go homeWaiting at the airport to go homeWaiting at the airport to go homeWaiting at the airport to go home

Visiting St. Michael ChurchVisiting St. Michael ChurchVisiting St. Michael ChurchVisiting St. Michael ChurchVisiting St. Michael Church
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I could not have been any happier with this trip or more proud
of them and the work they accomplished.

With God’s grace we will be granted another
wonderful team and trip next summer.
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them sweep over you so fast that they
are like a roaring torrent. Confronted
with this torrent, you have two choices:
you drown if you try to stop it, or you
can float on it; allow it to carry you
where it goes. You cannot stop it and
say, “Let me examine that!” or “Father,
tell me about this image!” You have to
allow the water to carry you. This is the
Orthodox liturgy. You have to trust it to
carry you to God the Blessed Holy
Trinity, who has come among us in
love and grace to bring us to eternal
Life.

Protestants use minimal imag-
ery. Churches are often devoid of
images, except for a cross. Worship
services are simple combinations of
prayer and hymnody. Consequently
Orthodox imagery strikes many folks
as a bewildering onslaught of words
with no discernible key.

If you want to be helpful to folks
from such backgrounds, tell them that
the key is in Scripture and the church’s
history and deep Tradition. The liturgy
is all about our life in Christ, made
possible by the incarnation. Tell them
that the key is the comprehensive
extent to which Orthodoxy takes this
seriously: God became man, without
ceasing to be God, in order that man
might become divine by grace. This is
the mystery of the faith, celebrated in
the torrent of images that eventually
work their way into your heart and soul.
In a nutshell, we sing our theology!

CONVERTS
C
O
R
N
E
R

Washed by
    the Word

by Dr. Gabriel Jay Rochelle

When my wife Susan was
becoming Orthodox, Vespers and the
Divine Liturgy struck her with intensity
greater than ever before. Never mind
that we came from a church that used
the western Catholic liturgy and had a
well-developed church year. The
tropars, kontaks, theotokia, stichery
and the extensive use of psalms:Such
Orthodox texts washed over her like
the waves of a loving but insistent sea.

Protestants have been known to
accuse Orthodox worship of not being
biblically grounded. What a strange
charge! During Lent in particular the
daily readings increase; three extra
books– Genesis, Isaiah, and Proverbs
– add to the regular lectionary readings
from Hebrews and Mark. In monaster-
ies during Lent, the entire book of
Psalms is chanted twice a week rather
than the usual once. There are copious
readings from scripture in Orthodox
worship, lots more in fact than in most

other churches. We read through the
entire New Testament once a year,
and many texts occur twice.

But there is more. Orthodox
worship is full of pictures that do not
make sense logically, but which are
deeply and compellingly true on a level
below words and beyond ordinary
logic. We see Christ in the burning
bush and the fiery furnace of old. At
Theophany, we sing of Christ who, as
God, created the waters, but who now
descends into those waters to sanctify
them. At Pascha, we sing of the myrrh-
bearing women who draw near to the
tomb of the Giver of Life. On one level,
these images make no sense. How
could the Giver of Life who is Eternal
God rest in the tomb? How could
Christ who came in Jesus of Nazareth
be the God who appears in the burning
bush? Yet these affirmations of faith all
lead back to the primary and central
Christian affirmation that God has
come in the flesh.

Many of the images in worship
are types. That is, they are pictures
that tie together Old and New
Testament through an image. The ark
is compared to baptism in the first
letter of St Peter, and St Paul in
Romans calls Our Lord Jesus Christ
the second Adam. Our Lord refers to
his own body as the Temple.

The scripture readings and the
interpretive imagery that goes with

May God grant to them many, happy and blessed years!

November

OrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdination
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

Rev. Fr. Andrew Rogers November 02, 1985
Fr. Deacon Ihor Mahlay November 02, 1997
Protopresbyter George Hnatko November 10, 1958
V. Rev. Nicholas Newmerzyckyj November 15, 1957
Protodeacon Sviatoslav Nowytski November 15, 1985
V. Rev. John Nakonachny November 19, 1972
Protopresbyter Nestor Kowal November 21, 1965
Rev. Fr. Mario Mazzarella November 24, 1988
Rev. Fr. Taras Maximtsiv November 26, 1998
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10 ñåðïíÿ 2005 ð., ´ðóïà
äîáðîâîëüö³â, î÷îëåíà î.ïðîò.
²âàíîì Ãàðâ³ºì, íàñòîÿòåëåì
ïàðàô³¿ ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà ÓÏÖåðêâè â
ÑØÀ ó Âóíñàêåò, Ðîâä Àéëåíä,
âèðóøèëà äî Ïàðà´âàþ, ùîá
òàì âèêîíóâàòè ì³ñ³éíó ïðàöþ
äëÿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
ªïàðõ³¿ Ï³âäåííî¿ Àìåðèêè.
Ìåòîþ öüîãî, çîðãàí³çîâàíîãî Ïðàâîñëàâíèì
Õðèñòèÿíñüêèì Ì³ñ³éíèì Öåíòðîì (O.C.M.C.),
ì³ñ³éíèì à´åíòñòâîì âñ³õ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
Öåðêîâ Àìåðèêè, áóëî -  óòâåðäèòè â³ðíèõ
íàøî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ïàðà´âà¿, äå
âîíè òâîðÿòü ìåíøèíó íàñèëåííÿ, ó ïåðå-
êîíàíí³, ùî íàøà ïðàâîñëàâíà â³ðà ïðàâäèâà
³ âàæëèâà, òà äàòè ïîøòîâõ ¿õí³ì ñòàðàííÿì
çíàéòè çâ’ÿçîê ç ¿õ îòî÷åííÿì.

Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â
Ïàðà´âà¿ ìàº ñ³ì ãðîìàä ÿê³ îáñëóãîâóþòü
äâà ñâÿùåíèêè. Ì³ñ³éíèì îñåðåäêîì äëÿ
ïàñòèðñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ Ïàðà´âàþ òà ÷îòèðüîõ
ïðîâ³íö³é ó Ï³âí³÷í³é Àð´åíòèí³  º âåëèêà
öåðêâà â ì.Ïðàì. Óêðà¿íñüê³ ïîñåëåíö³ ïî÷àëè
ïðèáóâàòè äî Ïàðà´âàþ ç ïî÷àòêîì ÕÕ-ãî
ñòîë³òòÿ, îñÿäàþ÷è íà íåîáðîáëåíèõ ó÷àñòêàõ
çåìë³.

ªïàðõîì ³ äóõîâíèì îï³êóíîì âñ³õ ïàðàô³é
Ï³âäåííî¿ Àìåðèêè º Ïðåîñâÿùåííèé ªïèñêîï ªðåì³ÿ,
ç îñ³äêîì ó  Áðàçèë³¿.

Çãàäàíà ì³ñ³éíà ´ðóïà ïðèâåçëà ç³ ñîáîþ 1000
ïðèì³ðíèê³â ìîëèòîâíèê³â òà ïî 500 ïðèì³ðíèê³â ï’ÿòè
ð³çíèõ ïàìôëåò³â ³ñïàíñüêîþ ìîâîþ íà ð³çí³ öåðêîâí³
òåìè, òà ðîçäàëà ¿õ ì³ñöåâèì â³ðíèì. Óêëàäåíî ïðîåêòè
äëÿ ä³òåé, âêëþ÷íî ç âèêëàäàìè Êàòåõèçèñó äëÿ íèõ òà
ëåêö³ÿìè ïðî Ë³òóðã³þ, ñâ.Òà¿íñòâà òà ìîðàëüíî-ñóñï³ëüí³
ñïðàâè òàê³, ÿê ñàìîãóáñòâî, íàëîãîâ³ñòü, òîùî.

Íà ñâÿòî Ïðåîáðàæåííÿ  19 ñåðïíÿ 2005 ð.
ªïèñêîï ªðåì³ÿ, ðàçîì ç Àðõèºïèñêïîì Àíòîí³ºì Íþ

 ÏÎÄÎÐÎÆ ÄÎ ÏÀÐÀ¥ÂÀÞ
ÌIÑIÉÍÀ

Ïðàâîñëàâíèé Õðèñòèÿíñüêèé
Ì³ñ³éíèé Îñåðåäîê (OCMC) º

îô³ö³éíèì ì³æíàðîäíèì
ì³ñ³éíèì à´åíòñòâîì Ïîñò³éíî¿

Êîíôåðåíö³¿ Êàíîí³÷íèõ
Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ªïèñêîï³â

Àìåðèêè (SCOBA),
ùî ï³äòðèìóº ì³ñöåâ³

Ïðàâîñëàâí³ Öåðêâè â ³íøèõ
êðà¿íàõ ó ³ ¿õí³é ì³ñ³éí³é ïðàö³ ³
ïîøèðåíí³ Öåðêâè. “ÎÑÌÑ”

äîïîìàãàëî â çàñíóâàíí³ íàøî¿
Ñåì³íàð³¿ ñââ. Êèðèëà ³ Ìåôîä³ÿ

â Êóð³ò³á³, Áðàç³ë³ÿ,
à ó 2003 ð. ïîñëàëî äî
Ï³âäåííî¿ Àìåðèêè íàø
ïåðøèé ì³ñ³éíèé ãóðòîê.

Éîðñüêèì ³ Âàø³í´òîíñüêèì, î÷îëèëè â³äïðàâè â öåðêâ³
â Ïðàì.

Â Ïàðà´âà¿ ³ Áðàçèë³¿ ðîçãîðòàþòüñÿ øèðîê³
ìîæëèâîñò³ ì³ñ³éíî¿ ïðàö³ äëÿ çá³ëüøåííÿ ïàðàô³é.
Âëàäèö³ ªðåì³¿ ïåðåäàíî ïîæåðòâè â ñóì³ $15,000  äëÿ
íåäàâíî â³äêðèòî¿ ñåì³íàð³¿ â Êóð³ò³á³, Áðàç³ë³ÿ. Á³ëüø
äîêëàäí³ ³íôîðìàö³¿ ïðî Öåðêâó â Ï³âäåíí³é Àìåðèö³
ìîæíà îòðèìàòè â³ä î.äèÿê. ²ãîðÿ Ìàõëàÿ, òåëåôîí (440)
582-1051, åëåêòðîííà ïîøòà  imahlay@yahoo.com. Ãðîøîâ³
ïîæåðòâè íà ªïàðõ³þ â Ï³âäåíí³é Àìåðèö³ ÷è íà
Ñåðì³íàð³þ ñââ. Êèðèëà ³ Ìåôîä³ÿ ìîæíà ñëàòè íà
Kîíñèñòîð³þ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ, PO Box 495, South Bound
Brook, NJ 08880.
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The St. Matrona Ladies Society of St. Peter & St.
Paul church in Carnegie recently held a very special fund
drive.  It was brought to the attention of the Society’s
Charitable Projects Committee that when an American
soldier is wounded and sent to a medical facility to recover,
they must personally cover any expenses incurred when

making phone calls to their
families back home.  To help
support our American troops,
over the past few months,
pre-paid phone cards were
collected from members and
parishioners.  A total of
11,425 minutes in phone cards
was sent to the Walter Reed
Medical Hospital in
Washington, D.C. at the

conclusion of the drive in May.  Another “Phone Cards
for Our Soldiers” drive is under way and will run until
Veterans Day in November.  A new goal of 20,000
minutes in phone cards has been set by the membership.

The membership also sponsored the annual St.
Thomas Day Dinner following Divine Liturgy on May 8.
During the dinner, a raffle of a basket filled with Ukrainian
embroidered items, a homemade nut roll and a pysanka
was held.  The following week, the membership went to
a local restaurant to hold their spring meeting.  After
lunch, the membership was treated to a special speaker.
Joanne Vandenhengel, owner of a local wellness center,
spoke about reducing stress.  She gave many yoga exercises
to help aid in relaxation.  Members who tried the yoga
position presentated and also those who watched and
wished they could bend “like a pretzel”, enjoyed the
informative presentation.

During the spring meeting, the various committees
of the organization reported their accomplishments of
the past quarter.  Two sets of tablecloths are being
purchased by the Society for each of the 20 new church
hall tables.  With several parishioners battling serious and
prolonged illnesses, St. Matrona Ladies Society will send
gift cards to either a local restaurant or local grocery
store to help the family during such a difficult time.
Other current projects of the Society are fixing and
updating the church records office and maintaining the
environmental beautification around the church.

A theme was picked for the Society’s summer
meeting in August, an Ice Cream Social.  It was a wonderful
atmosphere to enjoy fellowship and share ideas.  During
that meeting, the honorary members of St. Matrona
Society (all under 11 years of age) who were present at

The St. MatrThe St. MatrThe St. MatrThe St. MatrThe St. Matrona Ladies Societyona Ladies Societyona Ladies Societyona Ladies Societyona Ladies Society
                of St. Peter & St. Paul in Carnegie                of St. Peter & St. Paul in Carnegie                of St. Peter & St. Paul in Carnegie                of St. Peter & St. Paul in Carnegie                of St. Peter & St. Paul in Carnegie

the meeting were acknowledged by Stephanie Swindle,
President of the Society for their valued role in the future
of their organization and the church.  They were each
presented with a St. Matrona apron as the adult members
have, except their apron is in a child size.  The membership
sang “Many Happy Years” for them as they modeled
their aprons.

Six new adult members have joined the St.
Matrona Society this year.  Starting with this year, a
Welcome Packet has been made for all new members.
This includes a welcoming letter, a summary of the life
of St. Matrona, the Tropar and Kontakion for her Feast
Day, and an outline of the structure of the society with
its mission statement and committees, a membership card
and apron. The organization has now grown to 33 adult
members with all women under 18 of the parish included
as honorary members.

St. Matrona Ladies Society was saddened when
one of its members, Mary Hryshchyshyn, was called to
her eternal rest.  A donation to her favorite charity, the
Ukrainian Gift of Life was made in her memory.  Mary
had instructed her husband to return her apron so that
someone else may use it and work in her place.  She will
certainly be missed.  May her memory be from generation
to generation!

Stephanie Swindle

Honorary members of St. Matrona Society

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî26 Ðiê LV  ×èñ. XI, ëèñòîïàä, 2005



Ukrainian Orthodox Word

Fr. George Appleyard of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Mr. Michael Komichak, and Fr. George Hnatko
(right) recently commemorated the 55th Anniversary of the
Ukrainian Radio Hour. Fr. Appleyard recited a prayer in
English while Fr. Hnatko led the prayer in Ukrainian.

Mr. Komichak, founder and coordinator of the
program, is a member of St. Mary Parish in McKees Rocks,
PA.

A banquet attended by approximately 400 people was
held on the Majestic Clipper to celebrate his 55 years of
dedication to the Ukrainian Radio Program.

 

St. Nicholas Church, Lakewood, OH: St. Nicholas Church, Lakewood, OH: St. Nicholas Church, Lakewood, OH: St. Nicholas Church, Lakewood, OH: St. Nicholas Church, Lakewood, OH: Jonathan Hejnal,
from Westlake High School; Fr. Dennis Kristof, pastor; and Damian
Kristof, also from Westlake High School. The graduates received a free
standing cross for use in their college dormitory rooms..

Not pictured are Natalie Largent, from Baldwin Wallace
College; and Eddie Hanna, from Lakewood High School.

On Sunday, September 25, four new altar
servers were admitted to the Altar Boys’ Society
of St. Vladimir Cathedral, Parma, OH.

Following the 8:30 a.m. English Divine
Liturgy, special prayers were read, in both
English and Ukrainian, by the clergy, asking the
Lord to guide and protect the boys as they begin
their service to the Church.

The boys also received a special certificate
and an icon as a gift from the Senior Ukrainian
Orthodox League (UOL) chapter.

St. Vladimir’s has 22 altar servers, divided
into six groups, who serve at the Ukrainian and
English liturgies on Sundays.

New altar servers of St. Vladimir Cathedral: Left to right: Michael
Dobronos, Andrew Moysaenko, Nicholai Moysaenko and Oleh
Samerdak. Also pictured are the clergy of the Cathedral and the altar
boys who served at the Liturgy on September 25.

Installation of New Altar
Servers in Parma

Radio Hour Anniversary

27

- In Europe, even multiculturalists are beginning to worry
about the hostile Muslims among their citizens. “The veil
of multiculturalism has been lifted, revealing parallel
societies where the law of the state does not apply,”
declared the German magazine Der Spiegel, the
equivalent of Time, while the liberal Dutch newspaper the
Telegraaf wrote that “magazines and papers which
include incitements should be suppressed, unsuitable
mosques should be shut down and imams who
encourage illegal acts should be thrown out of the
country.”

- There is “a new culture of Ramadan,” complained a
columnist in Arab News. Instructed to fast from dawn to
dusk for the entire month, many Muslims now switch
their days and nights, staying up till dawn. “They fast
from dawn to dusk, only to eat three meals in the seven
hours of night: Iftar at sunset, dinner about 10 p.m. and
then sahoor at 2 or 3 a.m.” A Moroccan government
study found that people spent 28% more on food during
Ramadan and actually gained weight. The season had
also become “the month of satellite TV.”

Other Religion News:
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I always look forward
to the Christmas season
for various reasons. When
I was younger, I was up
before dawn with my
siblings on Christmas
morning; we just couldn’t
stay asleep knowing that
there were presents to
open and delicious food to
eat. As I grew older and
became more involved in
the Orthodox Church, I
gradually became more
aware of the religious
aspect of Christmas. I
began to yearn for
something more spiritually
substantial; I wasn’t sure
what, I just knew I needed
something more.

When my older
sister was in college, she
had the opportunity to
attend the East Coast College Conference at the
Antiochian Village. Even though she didn’t say a whole
lot about the conference, I could sense that the trip had
somehow fortified her faith in God. Seeing my sister’s
reaction made me want to attend the College
Conference.

This year will be my fifth year attending the
West Coast College Conference. I have never had the
opportunity to go to the East Coast College Conference,
but from what I hear, it’s awesome.

The college conference is a five-day spiritual
retreat during Christmas break for young adults.  For five

days, participants attend workshops, engage in
humanitarian work, and most importantly, enjoy the
fellowship of other Orthodox Christians. The College
Conference features popular keynote speakers, exciting
workshop topics that actually pertain to the things that
college students struggle with on a daily basis, as well
as fun evening activities, and perhaps a trip to the
Sequoias, if you’re on the West Coast.

My friends and I are always sad when the
conference ends because we know it will be an entire
year before we’ll see some of our friends again and
receive the wonderful spiritual nurturing.  One of my
good friends told me after last year’s conference that
the conferences renew her faith for another year.

This year’s conferences will take place
December 27–31, 2005 at the Antiochian Village in
Ligonier, PA and St. Nicholas Ranch in near Fresno,
CA. For more information and registration go to
www.ocf.net.

The Orthodox Christian Fellowship College Conference

2005 College Conferences
December 27–31

East Coast: Antiochian Village
Ligonier, PA

West Coast: St. Nicholas Ranch
near Fresno, CA.

by Gina Johnstone
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Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...
As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005

Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...Holy Matrimony...
As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005

AsleepAsleepAsleepAsleepAsleep
in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...

As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005As of 10/1/2005

Bousquet, Jr., Jesse James baptized and
chrismated on September 2, 2005, in St. Michael
Church, Woonsocket, RI child of Jesse James Bousquet,
Sr. and Donna Marie Trainor. Sponsors: John Goralski and
Anna Goralski. Celebrated by Fr. John Harvey.
Breslawec, Kira O. baptized and chrismated on September 11, 2005,
in St. Michael & St. George Church, Minneapolis, MN child of Oleksa
P. Breslawec and Natalie A. Jablonsky. Sponsors: Ihor Chowhan and
Luba Thueson. Celebrated by Fr. Evhen Kumka.
Castrillo, Isabella Larissa baptized and chrismated on August 21,
2005, in St. Mary Church, New Britain, CT child of Luis Antonio
Castrillo and Susan Elizabeth Bailly. Sponsors: Modesto Rodriguez
and Kathryn Rose Bailly. Celebrated by Fr. Yaroslav Tsvihun.
Duncan, Alexander baptized and chrismated on August 24, 2005,
in St. Andrew Church, Silver Spring, MD child of James E. Duncan
and Anastasia Denisova. Sponsors: Vladislav Varvarin and Maria
Marenkova. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Steliac.
Hwodeky, Stephanie Anna baptized and chrismated on September
25, 2005, in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH child of John
Ihor Hwodeky and Inna Borys. Sponsors: Vyacheslav Borys and Nicole
Hwodeky. Celebrated by Fr. John Nakonachny.
Kulp, Alexa Rochell baptized and chrismated on September 3,
2005, in St. Mary Church, Allentown, PA child of Raymond Brad
Kulp and Angela Tytskun Kulp. Sponsors: Andrew Kostylev, Erick
Bobo and Olga Bernstrom, Karen Bobo. Celebrated by Fr. Myron
Oryhon.
Rogers, John William baptized and chrismated on July 16, 2005,
in St. Mary Church, Herkimer, NY child of Michael Owen Rogers
and Natalia Rose Hula. Sponsors: Clarence Penree and Jenny Curry.
Celebrated by Fr. Yaroslav Stebelskyy.
San Antonio, Michael Dominic baptized and chrismated on
September 11, 2005, in St. Vladimir Church, Philadelphia, PA child
of James San Antonio and Olena Jacenko. Sponsors: Kevin Sinnott,
Taisia Turkalo and Josephine Miou-Lee. Celebrated by Fr. Frank
Estocin.
Tibbets, Steven David baptized and chrismated on September
15, 2005, in St. John Church, Johnson City, NY child of James
David Tibbets and Martha Jane Etting. Sponsors: William John Klish
and Mary Ann Klish. Celebrated by Fr. Zhinoviyi Zharsky.

Jesse James Bousquet, Jr. and Laura Beth Goralski in St. Michael
Parish,  Woonsocket, RI,on  September 4, 2005,  witnessed by
Diane Giguere and Erik Bousquet Celebrant:  Fr. John W. Harvey
Jon H. Chatfield and Yelena Peychev in St. Luke Parish,  Warners,
NY, on  April 24, 2004, witnessed by Alexander Sininko and Andrea
Ciciarelli Celebrant:  Fr. V. Khanas
Victor John Dejneka and Ulyiana Rostyslava Bushnell in St.
Andrew Memorial Parish,  South Bound Brook, NJ,on  July 16,
2005,  witnessed by Taissa Bushnell and William C. Nagy. Celebrant:
Fr. Daniel Zelinsky and V. Rev. Yurij Siwko

Oleksiy Khrystych and Ganna Gonchar in St. Katherine Parish,
Arden Hills, MN,on  June 18, 2005,  witnessed by Sergiy Zagorskiy
and Alla Khrystych Celebrant:  Fr. Petro Siwko
Luis Alonso Mancilla and Anna Zina Kosonocky in St. Volodymyr
Chapel Parish,  Kerkonkson, NY,on  August 27, 2005,  witnessed by
Michael Kecensky and Helen Daoud Celebrant:  Fr. Yuryi Bazylevsky
David John Rizzo and Cheryl Ann Smith in St. Vladimir Parish,
Ambridge, PA,on  September 17, 2005,  witnessed by Anthony Rizzo
and Sandy Widman Celebrant:  Fr. Michael Kochis

Bochniak, Sophie of Walnutport, PA, on September 17, 2005, at
age of 91, funeral September 21, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Myron
Oryhon of  St. Mary Parish, Allentown, PA.
Fedoriw, Raissa of Webster, NY, on August 24, 2005, at age of 62,
funeral August 29, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Igor Krekhovetsky, Fr.
Mykola Krywonos, & Fr. Yuriy Siwko of  St. Mary Parish, Rochester, NY.
Kerelejza, Julia of Kensington, CT, on June 12, 2005, at age of
96, funeral June 16, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk of
St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Kozovich, Joseph J. of New Britain, CT, on September 11, 2005, at
age of 85, funeral September 14, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Trynoha
of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Krywonos, Anna of Webster, NY, on August 21, 2005, at age of
96, funeral August 24, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Igor Krekhovetsky
& Fr. Mykola Krywonos of  St. Mary Parish, Rochester, NY.
Kurylo, Sophia of Monessen, PA, on August 28, 2005, at age of
85, funeral August 31, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. George Hnatko
of  St. Nicholas Parish, Monessen, PA.
Lychoscherst, Anatolia of Webster, NY, on August 18, 2005, at
age of 92, funeral August 22, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Igor
Krekhovetsky of  St. Mary Parish, Rochester, NY.
Martincek, Zenovia of Coplay, PA, on September 16, 2005, at age
of 85, funeral September 21. 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Bazyl
Zawierucha of  Assumption of Virgin Mary Parish, Northampton, PA.
Maxymiv, Peter V. of Strongsville, OH, on September 19, 2005, at age
of 55, funeral September 23, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. John Nakonachny
& Fr. John Mironko of  St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH.
Neilko, Michael of New Britain, CT, on August 10, 2005, at age
of 92, funeral August 13, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk
of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Pudik, Julius of Sarasota, FL, on August 25, 2005, at age of 90,
funeral August 29, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko of
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos Park, IL.
Radchenko, Nickolay K. of Staten Island, NY, on September 20,
2005, at age of 48, funeral September 24, 2005, officiating clergy Fr.
Yurij Bazylevsky & Fr. Yurij Siwko of  All Saints Parish, New York, NY.
Salazar, Helen of Chicago, IL, on August 27, 2005, at age of 77,
funeral August 31, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko of
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos Park, IL.
Sandquist, Katherine Shevick of Rocky Hill CT, on September 17,
2005, at age of 82, funeral Skeptember 21, 2005, officiating clergy
Fr. Trynoha of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Schneider, Helen of Crestwood, IL, on August 25, 2005, at age
of 87, funeral August 27, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko
of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos Park, IL.
Sivulich, Eva of Indiana, PA, on August 20, 2005, at age of 83,
funeral August 23, 2005, officiating clergy Fr. George Hnatko of
St. John Parish, Dixonville, PA.
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Please remember in your prayers...
   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàì’’’’’ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!
Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

ËÈÑÒÎÏÀÄ - NOVEMBERËÈÑÒÎÏÀÄ - NOVEMBERËÈÑÒÎÏÀÄ - NOVEMBERËÈÑÒÎÏÀÄ - NOVEMBERËÈÑÒÎÏÀÄ - NOVEMBER

135 Davidson Ave.
Somerset, NJ 08873

Tel (732) 356-0090    Fax (732) 356-5556

St. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and BookstoreSt. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore

For orders, call Bookstore Ìanager Mrs. Shirley Skocypec
Äëÿ çàìîâëåíü òåëåôîíóéòå ïàí³ Øèðë³ Ñêî÷èïåöü

À NEW CD
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÊÎÌÏÀÊÒÍÈÉ ÄÈÑÊ

Nativity carols; Liturgical
Music - Ð³çäâÿí³ êîëÿäêè;

Ë³òóðã³éíà ìóçèêà

$15.00$25.00

À NEW PRAYER BOOK
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÌÎËÈÒÎÂÍÈÊ

(ADD SHIPPING CHARGES $3.00 FOR MEDIA MAIL)

×óäîâèé ïîäàðóíîê â
Ð³çäâÿíèé ÷àñ!

$15.00
2006 CALENDAR-DIRECTORY

ÊÀËÅÍÄÀÐ-ÄÎÂ²ÄÍÈÊ ÍÀ 2006 Ð²Ê

   1st 1957 - PROTOPRIEST VLADIMIR KASKIW
19th 1963 - REV. JOHN JAROSHANSKYJ
12th 1966 - REV. ALEXANDER BUTKIW
24th 1966 - ARCHBISHOP IHOR (HUBA)
 2nd 1958 - MITRED PRIEST MYCHAJLO ZAPARYNIUK
25th 1968 - REV. TERENTY SHYMANIV
 16th 1974- PROTOPRESBYTER LEONTIY FOROSTIWSKYJ
 21st 1975- REV. JOSEPH MIHALY
  3rd 1976 - PROTOPRESBYTER OMELAN MYCYK SR.
  5th 1976 - PROTOPRIEST JOHN SHNURER
  9th 1978 - PROTOPRIEST THEODOSIJ DIATELOWYCZ
  9th 1979 - PROTOPRIEST STACHY SCHADYNSKY
13th 1980 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOSEPH ZELECHIVSKYJ
  9th 1983 - PROTOPRIEST NICHOLAS ANTOCHY
13th 1983- REV. PETER PETRUSH
 2nd 1985 - PROTOPRESBYTER FEDOT SHPACHENKO

            29th 1996 - V. REV. LOGHIN SHEMETYLO
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ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÉ ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ²ÍÍß

Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â ÑØÀ
P.O. Bîx 495      South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

“Çàñïîêîþþ÷à àòìîñôåðà äëÿ äóõîâíèõ ðîçäóì³â ³ ñïîãàä³â”

ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÉÍ² ÊÐÈÏÒÈ
Ðîäèíà é äðóç³, â³äâ³äóþ÷è ì³ñöe îñòàííüîãî ñïî÷èíêó ïîõîâàíî¿ â îäí³é ³ç êðèïò

ìàâçîëåþ ëþäèíè, çíàéäóòü òàì àòìîñôåðó, ñïðèÿþ÷ó äóõîâíèì ðîçäóìàì ³ ñïîãàäàì.
²êîíè, ùî çîáðàæóþòü ãîëîâí³ ñâÿòà-ïîä³¿ ç æèòòÿ Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà  òà

áàãàòüîõ ñâÿòèõ Óêðà¿íè, ùå çá³ëüøóþòü öåé óðî÷èñòèé íàñòð³é.

ÏËÀÍÓÂÀÍÍß  ÏÎÕÎÂÀÍÍß ÇÀÇÄÀËÅÃ²ÄÜ
Çàâäàííÿ ðîáèòè ð³øåííÿ ùîäî ïîõîðîíó ñâîãî âëàñíîãî ÷è ÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè,
áóäå îáëåãøåíå, ÿêùî éîãî áóäå çðîáëåíî çàçäàëåã³äü, ó ëàã³äíîìó îòî÷åíí³ òà çà
äîïîìîãîþ ³ ï³äòðèìêîþ ôàõîâî¿ ëþäèíè. Êîëè òàêå ð³øåííÿ ïðèõîäèòüñÿ ðîáèòè
êîðîòêî ï³ñëÿ óïîêîºííÿ ð³äíî¿ ÷è áëèçüêî¿ ëþäèíè, öÿ ïðîöåäóðà äàëåêî á³ëüø

áîëþ÷à.

ÀÄÌ²Í²ÑÒÐÀÖ²ß ÌÀÂÇÎËÅÞ
Ïðåäñòàâíèê àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿ ìàâçîëåþ çàâæäè ðàäî äîïîìîæå âàì çàïëàíóâàòè âàøå ÷è

÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè ïîõîâàííÿ çàçäàëåã³äü. Òàê âàì ³ âàø³é ðîäèí³ íå òðåáà áóäå
ðîáèòè ðàïòîâå ð³øåííÿ â òÿæêèé ïîñìåðòíèé ÷àñ. Ïðåäñòàâíèê àäì³í³ñòðàö³¿ ïîäàñòü

âàì óñ³ ïîòð³áí³ ³íôîðìàö³¿, ùîá çðîáèòè ðîçóìíå ð³øåííÿ ùîäî ïîõîâàííÿ âàñ ³
÷ëåí³â âàøî¿ ðîäèíè.

Çóñòð³÷-êîíñóëüòàö³ÿ ç ïðåäñòàâíèêîì – ëèøå çà ïîïåðåäíüîþ äîìîâëåíí³ñòþ.
Êîíòàêòóâàòèñÿ ç Íàòàë³ºþ Ãîí÷àðåíêî ïî òåëåôîíó ÷.(732) 356-0090, # 17;

ÔÀÊÑ ÷. (732) 356-5556; Åëåêòðîííà ïîøòà- Åmail: Natalia@uocofusa.org.
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P. O. Box 495   South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

 

is tis tis tis tis the ofhe ofhe ofhe ofhe official campus ministry efficial campus ministry efficial campus ministry efficial campus ministry efficial campus ministry effort under fort under fort under fort under fort under SCOBASCOBASCOBASCOBASCOBA. W. W. W. W. We are are are are are a Pan-e a Pan-e a Pan-e a Pan-e a Pan-
OrtOrtOrtOrtOrthodox efhodox efhodox efhodox efhodox effort, overseen bfort, overseen bfort, overseen bfort, overseen bfort, overseen by an Executive Committee and aided by an Executive Committee and aided by an Executive Committee and aided by an Executive Committee and aided by an Executive Committee and aided byyyyy
a 16 person Student Aa 16 person Student Aa 16 person Student Aa 16 person Student Aa 16 person Student Advisory Boardvisory Boardvisory Boardvisory Boardvisory Board. Our ofd. Our ofd. Our ofd. Our ofd. Our office is located in Boston,fice is located in Boston,fice is located in Boston,fice is located in Boston,fice is located in Boston,
MA wherMA wherMA wherMA wherMA where full time stafe full time stafe full time stafe full time stafe full time staff def def def def develops OCFvelops OCFvelops OCFvelops OCFvelops OCF.....

WWWWWe are are are are are here here here here here to guide and support local OCF chapters te to guide and support local OCF chapters te to guide and support local OCF chapters te to guide and support local OCF chapters te to guide and support local OCF chapters thrhrhrhrhroughoughoughoughough
communication witcommunication witcommunication witcommunication witcommunication with th th th th the larhe larhe larhe larhe larger Ortger Ortger Ortger Ortger Orthodox Communityhodox Communityhodox Communityhodox Communityhodox Community, our National Pr, our National Pr, our National Pr, our National Pr, our National Programs, andograms, andograms, andograms, andograms, and
dededededevelopment of rvelopment of rvelopment of rvelopment of rvelopment of resouresouresouresouresources Ortces Ortces Ortces Ortces Orthodox college students and thodox college students and thodox college students and thodox college students and thodox college students and those interhose interhose interhose interhose interested in Ortested in Ortested in Ortested in Ortested in Orthodoxyhodoxyhodoxyhodoxyhodoxy
can utilize.can utilize.can utilize.can utilize.can utilize.

Our Mission
The mission of Orthodox Christian

Fellowship (OCF) is to support fellowships on college
campuses, whose members experience and witness
to the Orthodox Christian Church through
community life, prayer, service to others and study
of the Faith (Acts 2:42).

Furthermore, OCF will work to nurture
and strengthen love for Jesus Christ and His Church
in its fullness at this most critical juncture of human
life through:
· Communication between
OCF’s and with the larger Orthodox
community
· Development of resources
for local OCF’s
· National endeavors such as
College Conference, Real Break,
website and a national newsletter

                                   SYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOS, the, the, the, the, the
WWWWWorld Felloorld Felloorld Felloorld Felloorld Fellowship of Ortwship of Ortwship of Ortwship of Ortwship of Ortho-ho-ho-ho-ho-
dox Ydox Ydox Ydox Ydox Youtoutoutoutouth, is a federation ofh, is a federation ofh, is a federation ofh, is a federation ofh, is a federation of
Orthodox youth movements and theologicalOrthodox youth movements and theologicalOrthodox youth movements and theologicalOrthodox youth movements and theologicalOrthodox youth movements and theological
schools around the world, working under theschools around the world, working under theschools around the world, working under theschools around the world, working under theschools around the world, working under the
blessing of all the local canonical Churches,blessing of all the local canonical Churches,blessing of all the local canonical Churches,blessing of all the local canonical Churches,blessing of all the local canonical Churches,
to serve the Church, Her unity, witness andto serve the Church, Her unity, witness andto serve the Church, Her unity, witness andto serve the Church, Her unity, witness andto serve the Church, Her unity, witness and
rrrrreneeneeneeneenewwwwwal. The aim of al. The aim of al. The aim of al. The aim of al. The aim of SYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOSSYNDESMOS is to de- is to de- is to de- is to de- is to de-

velop cooperation and com-velop cooperation and com-velop cooperation and com-velop cooperation and com-velop cooperation and com-
munication among Orthodoxmunication among Orthodoxmunication among Orthodoxmunication among Orthodoxmunication among Orthodox
youth movements and theo-youth movements and theo-youth movements and theo-youth movements and theo-youth movements and theo-
logical schools around thelogical schools around thelogical schools around thelogical schools around thelogical schools around the
world, and to promote withinworld, and to promote withinworld, and to promote withinworld, and to promote withinworld, and to promote within
them a deeper understandingthem a deeper understandingthem a deeper understandingthem a deeper understandingthem a deeper understanding
and vision of their commonand vision of their commonand vision of their commonand vision of their commonand vision of their common
fffffaitaitaitaitaith.h.h.h.h.

OrtOrtOrtOrtOrthodox Christian Fellohodox Christian Fellohodox Christian Fellohodox Christian Fellohodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)wship (OCF)wship (OCF)wship (OCF)wship (OCF)

OCF is a Member ofOCF is a Member ofOCF is a Member ofOCF is a Member ofOCF is a Member of
SyndesmosSyndesmosSyndesmosSyndesmosSyndesmos

800-919-1OCF (1623) for US & Canada


