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From the Editor’s Desk...
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Òhe Editorial Board of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Word join the Hierarchs of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA, the Metropolitan Council, Consistory and all
the clergy and faithful in greeting His Eminence Archbsihop
Vsevolod on his Birthday Anniversary.

May Christ, our true God, through the prayers of
His All Holy Mother and through the intercession of His
Eminence’s sainted patron, accept his archpastoral service
on His Heavenly Altar and grant him peace, health and
happiness for many years.

Ðåäàêöiÿ “Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Ïðàâîñëàâíîãî Ñëîâà”
â äóõîâíîìó ïîºäíàííi iç ³ºðàðõàìè Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, Pàäîþ Ìèòðîïîëi¿,
÷ëåíàìè Êîíñèñòîði¿, äóõîâåíñòâîì òà âñiìà âiðíèìè
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè âèñëîâëþþòü ñâî¿ ïðèâiòàííÿ
Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííîìó Àðõèºïèñêîïó Âñåâîëîäó ç
íàãîäè äíÿ íàðîäæåííÿ.

Íåõàé Ãîñïîäü íàø Iñóñ Õðèñòîñ çà ìîëèòâàìè
Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèöi òà çàñòóïíèöòâîì ñâÿòîãî
ïîêðîâèòåëÿ Âëàäèêè Âñåâîëîäà, ïðèéíÿâøè ñëóæiííÿ

Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííîãî Àðõèºïèñêîïà,
ïîäàñòü éîìó ìèð,

çäîðîâ’ÿ òà áëàãîñëî-
âåííÿ íà ìíîãi¿ ëiòà!

In the days to come, many throughout our society will be
making a certain decision:  What shall be my New Year’s resolution
this year?  While certainly well-intentioned, and rooted in the recognition
that all of us have things in our lives that need to change, sadly most
New Year’s resolutions never get fulfilled.  That’s why choosing a
resolution is easy for many of us.  We just do the same ones, year
after year.  And nothing changes.

What is lacking in these well-intentioned, and usually sincere,
decisions to reform?  Why is it that they are so consistently
unsuccessful?

Ìíîãàÿ
 Ëiòà!
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A spiritual message to the beloved
clergy and faithful entrusted to

our spiritual care throughout the
world and to our brothers and
sisters in the Faith throughout

Ukraine as we begin the
Nativity Fast:

Dearly beloved in Christ!
GLORY BE TO OUR LORD!

God has shown strength
with His arm. He has scattered
the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.

He has put down the
mighty from their thrones and
exalted the lowly.

He has filled the hungry
with good things, and the rich He has
sent away empty.

(Lk.1:51-53 [Mary Exults in God: the

Magnificat - Orthodox Study Bible])

We begin our message to you as we enter the
Nativity Fast with these words of the Mother of God.
The Virgin Mary knew that what was happening to her
was not simply the private joy of motherhood. She properly
saw it as a cosmic event, an event that embraced the
whole of what God was doing with the world and its
history. Immediately following Archangel Gabriel’s
announcement to her that she would give birth to the
Messiah, she visits Elizabeth and proclaims the meaning
of our Lord’s Nativity. She recites what is nothing less
than a song of radical change as she anticipates her
Son’s role in the final coming of God’s Kingdom.

The Nativity means the shattering of all idolatries.
The Nativity means unrelenting resistance to every force
or institution that presumes to play the role of God. The
tyrants we find in the Old Testament could not tolerate
religious Jews with their odd and singular devotion to the
One God of Israel. They rightly saw such devotion as a
subversive force, undermining their pretensions to divine
authority. They attempted to force the people of Israel
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Äóõîâíå ïîñëàííÿ ç íàãîäè ïî÷àòêó

Ïåðåäð³çäâÿíîãî ïîñòó íàøèì

óëþáëåíèì äóõîâåíñòâó ³ â³ðíèì,

äîâ³ðåíèì íàø³é äóõîâí³é îï³ö³

ïî âñüîìó ñâ³ò³ ðîçñ³ÿíèì òà

íàøèì áðàòàì ³ ñåñòðàì ïî

â³ð³ â Óêðà¿í³:

ÄÎÐÎÃ²  É ÓËÞÁËÅÍ²
Ó ÕÐÈÑÒ²!

ÑËÀÂÀ ÃÎÑÏÎÄÅÂ²
ÍÀØÎÌÓ!

“Â³í ïîêàçóº ñèëó ñâî-
éîãî ðàìåíà, ðîçïîðîøóº òèõ,

ùî ïèøàþòüñÿ äóìêîþ ñåðöÿ
ñâîãî!

Â³í ìîãóòí³õ ñêèäàº ç
ïðåñòîë³â, ï³ä³éìàº ïîê³ðëèâèõ, âäî-

âîëüíÿº ãîëîäíèõ äîáðîì, à áàãàòèõ
ïóñêàº í³ ç ÷èì” (Ëê. 1:51-53).

Öèìè ñëîâàìè Áãîðîäèö³ ìè ðîçïî÷èíàºìî
ïîñëàííÿ íà ïåðåäîäí³ Ïåðåäð³çäâÿíîãî ïîñòó. Ä³âà
Ìàð³ÿ çíàëà, ùî òå, ùî ç íåþ ñòàëîñÿ íå áóëî ïðîñòî
îñîáèñòîþ ðàä³ñòþ ¯¿ ìàòåðèíñòâà. Âîíà íàëåæíî
ââàæàëà öå çà âñåñâ³òíþ ïîä³þ; ïîä³þ, ùî îá³éìàëà
âñå, ùî Ãoñïîäü òâîðèâ ç³ ñâ³òîì ³ éîãî ³ñòîð³ºþ. Â³äðàçó
ï³ñëÿ áëàãîâ³ùåííÿ Àðõàíãåëîì Ãàâðè¿ëîì, ùî âîíà
ïðèâåäå â ñâ³ò Ìåñ³þ, âîíà â³äâ³äóº ªëèñàâåòó ³
ïðîãîëîøóº çíà÷åííÿ Íàðîäæåííÿ Ãîñïîäíüîãî. Öå ̄ ¿
ïðîðîöòâî º ñïðàâä³ ïåðåäáà÷åííÿì îñíîâíèõ çì³í, ùî
¿õ çä³éñíèâ ¯¿ Ñèí ó ïðèøåñòþ Öàðñòâà Íåáåñíîãî.

Ð³çäâî Õèñòîâå îçíà÷àº óïàäîê óñÿêîãî ³äîëî-
ïîêëîíñòâà. Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå îçíà÷àº íåïåðåìîæíèé
â³äï³ð óñ³ì ñèëàì ³ óñòàíîâàì, ùî ïðåäñòàâëÿþòü ³ç
ñåáå Áîãà. Òèðàíè Ñòàðîãî Çàïîâ³òó íå çíîñèëè ðåë³-
ã³éíèõ ºâðå¿â ³ç ¿õí³ì äèâíèì ³ â³ääàíèì ïîêëîí³ííÿì
ªäèíîìó Áîãó ²çðà¿ëÿ. Âîíè ïðàâèëüíî ââàæàëè öþ
â³ääàí³ñòü çà ï³äï³ëüíó ñèëó, ï³äðèâàþ÷ó ¿õí³ ïðåòåíç³¿
íà áîæåñòâåííèé àâòîðèòåò. Âîíè íåîäíîðàçîâî
íàìàãàëèñÿ ïðèìóñèòè ³çðà¿ëüòÿí ïîêëîíÿòèñÿ áàãàòüîì
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to worship numerous gods,
because such worship would
create a divided devotion, which
was much safer for the rule
of tyrants.

All too often, we –
the people of God – are
tempted to accommo-date our
faith to the fashions and po-
wers of the present time.
During this season we hear
much criticism of the way
Christmas has been commer-
cialized and so every year
comes the inevitable plea: “Put Christ back into Christmas.”
Even with Christ back in Christmas, however, we can still miss
the point of the Nativity celebration. If the Christ we put into
Christmas is the harmless and sentimentalized infant rather
than the Lord – the Son of God – Who is the sign and
initiator of the Kingdom of God, then the whole meaning of
the Nativity Fast and the Feast itself falls silent. Then the rule
of all the world’s tyrants is still unbroken. Then the warlords,
and the money lords, and the sex lords – the powers of
greed and hatred and exploitation – still have their grip on
our hearts. Then the people of God are still defiled.

We Christians often permit the world to capture and
tame our true Christmas hopes. Much of today’s Christianity
has become a matter of taking the Gospel and “fitting it in”
to the “way things are.”  There is no need for repentance
when we are so well served by “shops” that specialize in this
or that “tailor-made” religion.  The alternative to tailor-made
religion is, of course, that we, who have been baptized into
Christ and have put on Christ at our Baptism and Chrismation,
come to a full comprehension of the holy and true message
of the Incarnation.  We should ask ourselves this question:
Are Mary’s words about the mighty being cast down and the
lowly being lifted up in conflict with our ideas of what the
Nativity of Christ is all about?  If so, we too have watered
down the provocation and the restlessness of the Nativity
message, we too have lost the excitement of the Nativity
promise of a new Kingdom of LOVE

Our forefathers throughout the history of our Holy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church fully comprehended this message.
In spite of all the almost incomprehensible – at least to us
who have lived the “good life” – horrors of much of their
existence, they never lost sight of this message and of the
Kingdom of LOVE!  Beneath all the turmoil and torment of
their daily life they were sustained by that message and
NEVER permitted the tyrants of the “new” world to force
them into the worship of the false gods of modern times.
The words of the Mother of God rang in their ears and
enabled them to believe that radical change would come into
their lives – and if not theirs, the lives of their children and
grandchildren.  Their faith was rewarded:  “He has put down
the mighty from their thrones and exalted the lowly”!

May the message of the Incarnation sustain each of
you as you progress through this Nativity Fast.   May you

áîãàì, áî öå ïîä³ëèëî á
â³ääàí³ñòü ºâðå¿â, ùî áóëî
á áåçïå÷í³øå äëÿ âîëî-
ä³ííÿ òèðàí³â.

ßê ÷àñòî ìè, - ëþäè Áî-
æ³,- íàìàãàºìîñü ï³äïîðÿ-
äêóâàòè íàøó â³ðó ñó÷àñí³é
ìîä³ ³ ñèëàì ñó÷àñíîãî
÷àñó. Ó öåé ïåðåäð³ç-
äâÿíèé ÷àñ ìè ÷àñòî ÷ó-
ºìî çàêëèê: ”Ïîâåðí³òü
Õðèñòà ó Ð³çäâî!” Àëå
íàâ³òü ïîâåðíóâøè Õðèñòà
ó Ð³çäâî, ìè ùå âñå ìî-

æåìî íå çðîçóì³òè ä³éñíî¿ ñóò³ öüîãî Ñâÿòà. ßêùî ìè
ïîâåðòàºìî â Ð³çäâî íåâèííå, îñï³âóâàíå äèòÿòêî, à íå
Ãîñïîäà – Ñèíà Áîæîãî – ßêèé º îçíàêîþ ³ ïî÷àòêîì
Öàðñòâà Íåáåñíîãî, òî âñå çíà÷åííÿ Ïåðåäð³çäâÿíîãî
Ïîñòó âòðà÷àºòüñÿ. Â òàêîìó âèïàäêó ïàíóâàííÿ ñâ³òñüêèõ
òèðàí³â âñåîäíî íå ïåðåêðåñëþºòüñÿ. Òîä³ äèêòàòîðè,
ãðîøåâ³ ìà´íàòè, òà êåðìàíè÷³ òîðã³âë³ ñåêñîì – ñèëè
æàäîáè, íåíàâèñò³ ³ åêñïëóàòàö³¿  - âñå ùå òðèìàþòü
íàø³ ñåðöÿ; òîä³ ëþäè Áîæ³ çàëèøàþòüñÿ ïîáîðåíèìè.

Ìè, õðèñòèÿíè, ÷àñòî äîçâîëÿºìî ñâ³òîâ³
çàõîïèòè ³ ï³äêîðèòè ñîá³ íàø³ ïðàâäèâ³ ð³çäâÿí³ íàä³¿.
Âåëèêà ÷àñòèíà õðèñòèÿíñòâà ïîëÿãàº ñüîãîäí³ â òîìó,
ùîá âçÿòè Ñâÿòå Ïèñüìî ³ ïðèñòîñóâàòè éîãî äî
ñó÷àñíîãî ñòàíó ðå÷åé. Ïîêàÿííÿ ââàæàºòüñÿ çàéâèì,
áî íàñ îáñëóãîâóº òàê áàãàòî “êðàìíèöü”, ùî ñïåö³àë³-
çóþòüñÿ ó ò³é ÷è ³íø³é ïðèñòîñîâàí³é äî íàøèõ ïîòðåá
ðåë³ã³¿... Îäíàê ìè, ùî “â Õðèñòà õðåñòèëèñÿ ³ â Õðèñòà
çîäÿãíóëèñÿ”, ìàºìî ³íøèé âèá³ð, à ñàìå, ïðèéòè äî
ïîâíîãî çðîçóì³ííÿ ñâÿòî¿ ³ ïðàâäèâî¿ â³ñòêè ïðî Âò³-
ëåííÿ. Çàïèòàéìî ñåáå: ÷è ñëîâà Ìàð³¿ ïðî ñêèíåííÿ
ìîãóòí³õ ³ ï³äíåñåííÿ ïðèíèæåíèõ íå â³äïîâ³äàþòü
íàøèì ïîãëÿäàì íà òå, ùî ñàìå Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå
îçíà÷àº? ßêùî öå òàê, òî ìè òàêîæ ñïðè÷èíèëèñÿ äî
ñïðîñòóâàííÿ âèêëèêó òà íåñïîêîþ ð³çäâÿíî¿ â³ñò³,
çàãóáèëè õâèëþâàííÿ ð³çäâÿíî¿ îá³òíèö³ ïðî íîâå
Öàðñòâî ËÞÁÎÂ².

×åðåç âñþ ³ñòîð³þ íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè íàø³ ïðàùóð³ ïîâí³ñòþ ðîçóì³ëè
öþ â³ñòü. Íàïåðåê³ð óñ³ì, ìàéæå íåçðîçóì³ëèìè íàì, ÿê³
æèâåìî â äîáðîáóò³, ñòðàõ³òòÿì âñüîãî íèìè ïåðåæèòîãî,
âîíè í³êîëè íå çàáóâàëè ïðî öþ â³ñòü ³ ïðî öàðñòâî
ËÞÁÎÂ²! Öÿ â³ñòü ¿õ ï³äòðèìóâàëà íà ïðîòÿç³ âñ³õ
ïåðåâîðîò³â ³ ìóê ¿õíüîãî ùîäåííîãî æèòòÿ, ³ âîíè í³êîëè
íå äîçâîëÿëè òèðàíàì “íîâîãî” ñâ³òó çìóñèòè ñåáå
ïîêëîíÿòèñÿ ôàëüøèâèì áîãàì ñó÷àñíîãî ÷àñó.

Ñëîâà Áîãîðîäèö³ çâó÷àëè â ¿õí³õ âóõàõ ³
çì³öíþâàëè ¿õíþ â³ðó â òå, ùî â ñâ³ò³ íàñòàíå îñíîâíà
çì³íà, ÿêùî íå çà ¿õíüîãî æèòòÿ, òî çà æèòòÿ ¿õí³õ ä³òåé
³ âíóê³â. ̄ õíÿ â³ðà áóëà îïðàâäàíà: “ Â³í ñêèíóâ ìîãóòí³õ
³ç ¿õí³õ ïðåñòîë³â ³ ï³äí³ñ ïðèíèæåíèõ!”

Íåõàé æå öÿ â³ñòü ïðî Âò³ëåííÿ Ãîñïîäíº
ï³äòðèìóº êîæíîãî ç âàñ íà ïðîòÿç³ öüîãî Ïåðåäð³ç-
äâÿíîãî ïîñòó! Íåõàé, ï³ä êåðóâàííÿì Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà
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remain firm, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in
your desire to serve God and to build that Kingdom of
Love.  May you “fill the hungry with good things” in
Christ’s Name, giving of yourselves more than you ever
imagined possible!  May you understand that the most
healing and saving gift you can give to any other man,
woman or child is the gift of yourself as a loving, open
and honest person.  We keep you all in our hearts and
prayers – that our Heavenly Father will embrace you
and raise you up to His Glory.

In our Lord’s abundant LOVE,

+ CONSTANTINE
Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ JOHN
Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANTONY
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ VSEVOLOD
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ IOAN
Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

(Australia/New Zeland)
+ YURIJ
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One reason is that usually they are basically self-
centered.  They are, for the most part, all about me.
How can I make myself better?  What are the things I
don’t like about myself?  How can I encourage others to
like me more?  What will make me more attractive,
more intelligent, and more successful?  It is all about
me... Me! These are the kinds of questions that usually
determine our resolutions for the New Year.

Not only is the motivation usually centered on
the self, but in addition, there is usually no one else
involved.  If I feel a twinge of guilt when my resolution
lands at my feet, it is only because I’ve failed myself.
Most resolutions, while they might benefit others were
they to be successful, are commitment to myself alone.

However, us - the followers of Christ must have
a rather different approach to change in our lives.  Rather
than making once-yearly resolutions, we should commit

ourselves to ongoing conversion. And this is radically
different from the December/January ritual in which our
society engages.

First and foremost, conversion is rooted in our
relationship with God, and with His Church.  It is something
we cling to because of the commitments we’ve made to
God and to the Church, beginning in the Holy Mystery of
Baptism.  Therefore, the question that should guide us is
radically different:  How can I be of service to God and
the Church? It is a question rooted in following the example
of Jesus Christ, who came to serve.  It is a question that
is rooted in charity, as we seek to place our lives at the
service of others.  It is a question that places us solidly in
the midst of our relationships and commitments, which
together help to shape and form us as individuals.

So this year, don’t get caught up in the uselessness
of self-centered self-improvement.  Rather, ask the
question about service, open your heart to God’s grace,
and re-commit yourself to a life of conversion.

By the way, blessed New Year to you and
yours!

(Conclusion from p. 5)

From the Editor’s Desk...

çàëèøèòüñÿ ó âàñ áàæàííÿ ñëóæèòè Ãîñïîäåâ³ ³
ðîçáóäîâóâàòè Öàðñòâî Ëþáîâ³. Íåõàé âè ìàòèìåòå
çìîãó ãîäóâàòè ãîëîäíèõ ó ²ì’ÿ Õðèñòîâå, äàþ÷è ³ç ñåáå
á³ëüøå, í³æ êîëè á âè ââàæàëè çà ìîæëèâå! Íåõàé
âàì ñòàíå çðîçóì³ëî, ùî íàéêðàùèì ïîäàðóíêîì ÿêèé
âè ìîæåòå äàòè ³íø³é ëþäèí³ - ÷îëîâ³êîâ³, æ³íö³ ÷è
äèòèí³  - º äàð ñàìîãî ñåáå, ÿê â³äêðèòî¿, ÷åñíî¿ ëþäèíè,
ïîâíî¿ ëþáîâ³.

Çãàäóºìî âàñ óñ³õ ó íàøèõ ñåðöÿõ ³ ìîëèòâàõ çà
òå, ùîá íàø Íåáåñíèé Îòåöü îáíÿâ âàñ ³ ï³äí³ñ ó Ñâî¿é
Ñëàâ³!

Ó Ãîñïîäí³é ðÿñí³é ËÞÁÎÂ²,

+ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ²ÂÀÍ
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,

+ ÀÍÒÎÍ²É
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ÂÑÅÂÎËÎÄ
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ²ÎÀÍ
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

â Ä³ÿñïîð³ (íà Àâñòðàë³þ ³ Íîâó Çåëàíä³þ),
+ ÞÐ²É

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,
+ ªÐÅÌ²ß

ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Ï³âäåííî¿
Àìåðèêè (ÓÏÖåðêâà â ÑØÀ),

+ ÀÍÄÐ²É
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³ÿñïîð³

(íà Âåëèêó Áðèòàí³þ ³ Çàõ³äíó Åâðîïó).

Äàíî 27-ãî ëèñòîïàäà 2006 ð.Á. â äåíü Ñâ. Àïîñòîëà  Ïèëèïà,
íà ïåðåäîäí³ ïî÷àòêó Ïåðåäð³çäâÿíîãî Ïîñòó.
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“Êîëè ïîñòèòü Ñàì Çàêîíîäàâåöü,
òî ÿê íå ïîñòèòè

áóäü êîìó ç âèêîíóþ÷èõ Çàêîí”

². Ñèðèí, Ñëîâî 21.

Áåçóïèííî òåêó÷èé  ÷àñ ï³äâîäèòü
íàñ äî ñâÿòà Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî, êîëè ÷àñ
³ â³÷í³ñòü, Áîã ³ ëþäèíà ç’ºäíàëèñü â îäíó
òå÷³þ çàäëÿ ëþäñüêîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ.

Ùî ÷åêàº íàñ, ÷îãî ÷åêàºìî ìè,
ñòîÿ÷è íà ïîðîç³ öüîãî âåëèêîãî ñâÿòà?
ßê ãîòóºìîñü, ÷èì íàïîâíåí³ íàø³ ñåðöÿ,
íàø³ äóø³ â öåé íàïðóæåíèé ÷àñ?

Ââàæàþ÷è Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå äðó-
ãîþ Ïàñõîþ, öåðêîâíèé óñòàâ ïðèçíà÷èâ
ïåðåä íèì ³ ï³ñò, ñâîºþ òðèâàë³ñòþ ð³âíèé
×îòèðèäåñÿòíèö³, àëå íàçâàíèé Ìàëîþ
×îòèðèäåñÿòíèöåþ. Â³í íàçèâàºòüñÿ òàêîæ
Ð³çäâÿíèì ïîñòîì àáî Ïèëèï³âêîþ, ñâÿòî
ñâ. Ïèëèïà ïðèïàäàº ñàìå íà îñòàíí³é
äåíü íàïåðåäîäí³ ïîñòó.

Ïðîòÿãîì 40 äí³â  (öèì ÷èñëîì âèì³ðþâàëè ñâ³é
ï³ñò Ìîéñåé, ²ëëÿ ³ ñàì Õðèñòîñ) äåíü çà äíåì ï³ñò âãëèáëþº
â äóø³ â³ðóþ÷îãî î÷³êóâàííÿ ñâÿòà, áåçïåðåðâíî íàïðàâëÿº
íà íüîãî äóìêó ³ ïî÷óòòÿ, çìóøóº ïåðåæèòè ñâÿòî âñ³ì
äóõîâíî-ò³ëåñíèì æèòòÿì. Çà ïðàâèëàìè  ñòðèìàííÿ
Ð³çäâÿíèé ï³ñò íàáëèæàºòüñÿ äî àïîñòîëüñüêîãî (Ïåòðîâîãî),
àëå ïîñèëþ-ºòüñÿ â äí³ ïåðåäïðàçíèöòâà.

Äâ³ íåä³ë³ ïåðåä ñâÿòîì ïðèñâÿ÷åí³ ïàì’ÿò³ ïðàùóð³â
Õðèñòà ïî ïëîò³ ñòàðîçàïîâ³òí³õ ïðàâåäíèê³â, ïî÷èíàþ÷è â³ä
Àäàìà ³ ê³í÷àþ÷è Çàõàð³ºþ. Áîãîñëóæåííÿ öèõ äí³â â³äîáðà-
æàº á³áë³éíó ³ñòîð³þ, ÿê ïðèãîòóâàííÿ äî Áîãîâò³ëåííÿ.

Ñâÿòå ªâàíãåë³º â³ä Ìàòâ³ÿ íàãàäóº íàì ïðî âåëèêó
òàºìíèöþ. Áîã ñòàº ëþäèíîþ, Áðàòîì ëþäåé, ùîá íåñê³í-
÷åííî íàáëèçèòè ¿õ äî Ñåáå. Òî  º âåëè÷åçíà òàºìíèöÿ
Áîæîãî âò³ëåííÿ.

Îñòàíí³é äåíü ïåðåä ñâÿòîì Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî
Öåðêâà, ïàì’ÿòàþ÷è ç³ðêó âîëõâ³â, ïðèéíÿëà ïðàâèëî í³÷îãî
íå ñïîæèâàòè äî ïåðøî¿ ç³ðêè íà íåá³, çóñòð³÷àþ÷è ¿¿ â
ìîëèòâ³. Â öåé äåíü ÷èòàþòüñÿ Öàðñüê³ ÷àñè, íà êîæíîìó ç
ÿêèõ ñâÿòêîâ³ Àïîñòîë ³ ªâàíãåë³º, òàê ñàìî, ÿê ³ ó Âåëèêó
Ï’ÿòíèöþ. Ë³òóðã³ÿ Âàñèë³ÿ Âàëèêîãî ç’ºäíàíà ç Âå÷³ðíåþ.
Í³÷íó â³äïðàâó íà Ð³çäâî ïî÷èíàþòü ç Âåëèêîãî ïîâå÷³ð’ÿ.
Ïðè ñï³â³ “Ç íàìè Áîã…” ÷èòàþòü ïðîðîöòâî ²ñà¿ ïðî
Ñïàñèòåëÿ. Ïî çàê³í÷åíí³ Ë³òóðã³¿ ïåðåä öàðñüêèìè äâåðèìà
çàïàëþþòü ñâ³÷êó, ÿêà íàãàäóº íàì ïðî ç³ðêó Âèôëåºìó.

Ò³ëåñíå ñòðèìàííÿ â³ä ì’ÿñíî¿, ìîëî÷íî¿ òà ³íøî¿ ¿æ³
(ô³çè÷íèé ï³ñò) ç ïîãëÿäó Öåðêâè Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿  - öå ò³ëüêè
îäèí á³ê ïîñòó. Á³ëüø âàæëèâèé º äóõîâíèé á³ê, ³äåéíèé

çì³ñò ÿêîãî ïîâ’ÿçàíèé ç ô³çè÷íèì ïîñ-
òîì. ßê íàâ÷àº íàñ Ñâÿòèòåëü ²ãíàò³é â
ñâî¿õ àñêåòè÷íèõ ïðàöÿõ: ”×óäîâå ïîºä-
íàííÿ ïîñòó ç ìîëèòâîþ! Ìîëèòâà –
áåçñèëà, êîëè ¿¿ îñíîâîþ íå º ï³ñò, ï³ñò
– áåçïë³äíèé, êîëè éîãî ³äåºþ ³ çì³ñòîì
íå º ìîëèòâà.”

²ñòîð³ÿ Ð³çäâÿíîãî ïîñòó, ÿê ìàáóòü ³
³íøèõ ïîñò³â, áóëà ïîâ’ÿçàíà ç âèíèê-
íåííÿì ÷èíó îãîëîøåíèõ ³ ÷èíó êàÿòòÿ
(â ÿê³éñü ì³ð³ ïåðåéøîâøîãî äî òà¿íñòâà
Ñâÿòî¿ Ñïîâ³ä³). Ñ. Áóëãàêîâ ïèøå: ”Ð³çä-
âÿíèé ï³ñò, áåç ñóìí³âó ”³ñíóº ç äàâí³õ
÷àñ³â. Àëå ÷³òê³ ñïîãàäè ïðî íüîãî çóñòð³-
÷àþòüñÿ ò³ëüêè â IV ñòîë³òò³. Ç V ñòîë³òòÿ
Ëåâ Âåëèêèé íàçèâàº éîãî “äîñèòü
äàâí³ì”. Àëå îñòàòî÷íî öåðêîâíèì óñòà-
âîì öåé ï³ñò áóâ ïðèéíÿòèé â 1166 ð. íà
Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîìó ñîáîð³”.

Ö³ëêîì çðîçóì³ëî, ÷àñ Ð³çäâÿíîãî ïîñòó, ñàìîãî ñâÿòà
÷àñîì àñîö³þºòüñÿ â íàñ ç³ ñí³ãîì çà â³êíîì, ç àðîìàòîì
ñâ³÷îê ³ ÿëèíêè, ç çîðÿíèìè çèìîâèìè íî÷àìè, ç ð³çäâÿíèìè
êîëÿäêàìè, íà ÿê³ îñîáëèâî áàãàòèé íàø óêðà¿íñüêèé íàðîä,
ç ðiçäâÿíèìè äàðóíêàìè.

Ð³çäâî òðàäèö³éíî ââàæàºòüñÿ ðîäèííèì ñâÿòîì, ³
ÿê ñèìâîë õàòíüîãî çàòèøêó, ñêð³çü ñâÿòêîâ³ âîãí³. Òî º íàø³
òðàäèö³¿.

Àëå âàæëèâî ïàì’ÿòàòè ðåàëüíó ñèëó öüîãî ñâÿòà.
Ñâ³òîâ³, ùî áóâ çàãëèáëåíèé â òåìðÿâó,”çàñ³ÿëî Ñâ³òëî
Ðîçóìó”, ³ âîíî íå çãàñíå. Ìàëåíüêå Äèòÿòêî ðîáèòü âèêëèê
öàðñòâó íàñèëëÿ ³ íåíàâèñò³, âèïðîáîâóº ñåðöÿ, ïðîáóäæóº
ñîâ³ñòü. Â³í íàðîäèâñÿ â ïå÷åð³. À õ³áà òåïåð ìàëî òàêèõ, ùî
çàêðèâàþòü äâåð³ ñâî¿õ äóø, êîëè Õðèñòîñ ñòóêàº äî íèõ,
àáî â³äêðèâàþòü ôîðìàëüíî, áî ìàþòü ³íø³, “âàæëèâ³ø³”
òóðáîòè, ÿê ÷àñîì ââàæàþòü.

Òîìó ñàìå òåïåð ñë³ä íàãàäàòè ñîá³, ùî ïðèéøîâ
ï³ñò, ïðèéøîâ ÷àñ ïîñèëåíî¿ ìîëèòâè, ïðèéøîâ ÷àñ
ïîíîâèòèñü, â³äêðèòè äóø³ ³ ñåðöÿ äëÿ äîñòîéíî¿ çóñòð³÷³
Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî. Öå íå º ñâÿòî ñïîãàäó Âèôëåºìñüêî¿
íîâèíè. Öå º ñâÿòî â³÷íî¿ æèâî¿ íàä³¿. Íåõàé Öåðêâà ñòàíå
íàì êîâ÷åãîì ñïàñ³ííÿ, à êåðìàíè÷åì áóäå Ñàì Ãîñïîäü,
ßêèé ïðèâåäå íàñ äî âîð³ò ïðàâåäíîñò³. Òîä³, ò³ëüêè òîä³
ùåçíå ñòðàõ, ç ÿêèì ÷åêàºìî çàâòðàøí³é äåíü. Áî ùî âàðòèé
çàâòðàøí³é äåíü (ÿêèì áè â³í íå áóâ), ÿêùî â³ðóþ÷îìó â
Áîãà, ³ òîìó, õòî æèâå â Áîç³, îá³öÿíà â³÷í³ñòü.

Â ïîñò³ ³ ìîëèòâ³, ÿê ³ çàêëèêàº íàñ êàíîí
ïåðåäïðàçíèöòâà, “÷èñòèìè î÷èìà ³ ÷èñòèìè ä³ëàìè çóñòð³òè
Ãîñïîäà ïðèãîòóéìîñü”.

“×èñòèìè î÷èìà ³ ÷èñòèìè ä³ëàìè çóñòð³òè

Ãîñïîäà ïðèãîòóéìîñü...”

Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. XII, ãðóäåíü, 2006
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radition: The Sacred Manna  by V. Rev. Dennis KristofT
Though the exact year is uncertain, it is

generally accepted that our Holy Father-
Among-the-Saints, Nicholas of Myra in Lycea
died in Myra on December 6, 345. Myra is in
present day Turkey (the town is now called
Demre), and December 6/19 has been
designated as his feast day. It is interesting that
after the Most-Holy Birthgiver-of-God and St.
John the Forerunner, St. Nicholas has become
the most revered saint of the Church. Already in
the Sixth Century, St. Justinian the Byzantine
Emperor honored him by instituting a
celebration of his feast day and erecting a
magnificent temple in his honor. The reason St.
Nicholas became so widely venerated is
probably due to the Sacred Manna of St.
Nicholas which still flows from his relics. The Sacred Manna
is a clear and pure liquid which flows from his relics. This
prodigy has continued for over 16 centuries enabling St.
Nicholas to continue as a source of healing and miraculous
works even after his repose in the Lord.

The body of St. Nicholas was laid in a sanctuary
erected near Myra in Lycea and remained incorrupt
secreting an ointment called myron. This myron was
collected and used for the anointing of the sick through
which many were healed. Because word of this miraculous
oil spread, the tomb of St. Nicholas attracted many people
and became a celebrated pilgrimage destination. In fact, all
the ancient biographies and writings about St. Nicholas
speak of the exalting and wondrous virtues of this myron:
St. John Chrysostom, the Apostles to the Slavs and Equals
to the Apostles Cyril and Methodius, the biographer
Nicephoros, Byzantine Emperor Manual Comenos,
Patriarch of Constantinople Methodius in the ninth century
and in the Tenth Century biographer Simeon Metaphrastes.
The many miracles and powers bestowed by St. Nicholas
to the faithful who avail themselves of this liquid are attested
to both before and after the translation of his relics from
Myra to Bari in 1087 A.D. Many pilgrims on their journey to
the Holy Land stopped at Myra to venerate his relics and to
implore his protection for their long voyage. Thus, St.
Nicholas became the patron of travelers, especially those
journeying by sea.

In the Eleventh Century, the Seljuq Turks conquered
Lycea and razed the city of Myra. In a fascinating and daring
enterprise, Italian sailor merchants who were in Asia Minor
devised a plot to recover the remains of the saint. Through
guile and the cooperation of four monks who gave the 47
armed sailors access to the tomb, they were able to outwit
the unwary occupiers of Myra and succeeded in removing

the entire tomb containing
the body of St. Nicholas
which was immersed in
the miraculous myron.
There was a triumphant
parade through the streets
of Bari when the sailors
arrived on May 8. St.
Nicholas’ relics were en-
shrined on May 9, 1087,
after which a magnificent
basilica was erected in his
honor. In 1089 the feast of
the Translation of the
Relics of St. Nicholas was
instituted and celebrated

on May 9. Bari, Italy became a great and famous place for
pilgrimages. Though the Orthodox and Catholic Churches
were officially in schism at the time, this feast of the
Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas was also
established in Rus’-Ukraine by Metropolitan Ephraim of
Pereyaslav who described the event of the translation of the
relics and composed the service of the translation and an
Akathist in honor of St. Nicholas. Hence, the Ukrainian
people still speak of the cold and warm Nicholas referring
to the different times that his feasts are celebrated:
December and May.

The amazing thing is that the miracle of myron
continued even after the translation of the relics to Bari
where it was called “the Manna of St. Nicholas,” and was
distributed to people of faith. It is not known if the Italians
merely corrupted the Greek word myron which means oil,
or if they deliberately chose to call it manna in
remembrance of the life giving bread which sustained the
Israelites during their forty years in the Sinai wilderness.

During the restoration of St. Nicholas Basilica in Bari,
between 1953-1957, the precious relics were once again
reexamined and studied, and then deposited into a new
tomb in the crypt, where they continue to secrete
prodigious manna. The faithful have always used the manna
piously preserving it in treasured bottles and containers.
The manna is still collected each year as the final act during
the feast of the Translation of the Honorable Relics. The
many miracles worked on those who are anointed with the
Holy Manna attest to the miraculous origin of this liquid. The
cures of both physical and spiritual sickness and infirmity
are innumerable. These miracles are confirmed to this very
day. It is no wonder that devotion to St. Nicholas has grown
far beyond that of saints whose earthly lives were much
more momentous. The Wonderworker’s good works
continue in a tangible way even to the present day!

Vol. LV²  Issue XII, December, 2006
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At the invitation of His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios,
Chairman, and the other Hierarchs of the Standing Conference
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), we
gathered together in Chicago, Illinois from October 3rd to
October 6th, 2006. Over four days we discussed issues of
concern for the entire Orthodox Church in North America. We
represent every member church of the Standing Conference
that our good and loving Lord has planted in North America.
Conscious of our need to give concrete witness to the unity of
the faith we share, we gathered in Chicago at the heart of our
North American continent, as the shepherds of this holy flock
that has been entrusted to our care, building on the work of our
two previous meetings in Ligonier, Pennsylvania (1994) and
Washington, DC (2001).

Mindful of the presence of our Lord among us, we prayed
together each morning and evening. Through spiritual
reflections offered to us by two of the bishops among us, we
heard and meditated on the words of the Holy Scriptures. We
gratefully accepted the hospitality of the Greek Orthodox
Parish of St. Haralambos and Taxiarchai to worship with them,
and thus sharing the joy of our gathering with the faithful

The Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas concluded a four-day Conference on
October 6 by issuing an official Communiqué reaffirming the
statement of 2001 of the need to bear public witness together on
matters of spiritual and moral concerns. (Text of the Communiqué
is included below.)

The participating hierarchs held their final session Friday,
October 6th at Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in

Orthodox
Hierarchs Issue
Communique

Affirming Need
to Bear Witness

Together
on Spiritual and
Moral Concerns

Chicago. They represented the following SCOBA jurisdictions:
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America, Orthodox Church in
America, Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church, Romanian Orthodox
Archdiocese in America and Canada, Serbian Orthodox Church in
the United States and Canada, American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese in the U.S.A. and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA.

Orthodox Christians in Chicago. And finally, we prayed together
during the sublime mystery of the Divine Liturgy at the Holy
Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral, crowning the unity
we share by partaking of the Holy Eucharist.

From the outset we were mindful of the changes in our
world since the last time we gathered in May of 2001. The
terrorist attacks on September 11th of that year have set
humanity on a course of violence and brutality that has not left
one corner of the world unaffected. During our worship we were
called to reflect on the words of St. Nicholas Cabasilas, “All
violence is against the nature of God.” Our world needs the
comforting message of the Good News, the truth and love of
Jesus Christ. Each of us is called to bring the peace which our
Lord gives to us to those around us. As the Church of Christ we
are called to witness to the healing that the All-Holy Spirit brings
to those at enmity with one another. We grieve over the
senseless and inhumane killing not only abroad, but here at
home, even in our schools, even among our children. We are
especially mindful of the young men and women who have given
of themselves to serve our nation in the Armed Forces. We offer
our prayers to our Lord who is all-merciful to keep them safe and

To our Beloved,
the Faithful Clergy

and Laity of the Holy
Orthodox Church

 throughout North America!

We greet you in the name
of our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ!
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unscathed by the traumas of war, and bestow his boundless
comfort on their families and loved ones. We also shed tears
with those who have lost loved ones to terrible acts of violence.

When we gathered in 2001 we said the following: “We
affirm the need to bear public witness together on matters of
spiritual and moral concern. We have the profound obligation to
address the crying needs of the society in which we live. We
must reach out. These are issues of vital concern to the future
of humanity and the planet. There are people suffering from
economic and political injustices. Many in our society are
morally adrift. We cannot remain silent. The oneness of our
voice will help to provide spiritual direction not only to our own
faithful, but will also offer a witness of the truth of the Gospel to
those around us.”

Christ has come for the life of the world; through the Cross
joy has come into all the world. We have a responsibility to bear
witness to this life in Christ and to this joy. In the many reports
heard and discussions held during these days, and especially
in the encounters with people who are engaged in this good
work, we begin to see our words put into action.

During these days we learned in more detail about the
substantive work of the SCOBA Agencies and Commissions
which have been energetically building up the common witness
of our Church here and throughout the world in practical and
tangible ways. We have carefully studied critical issues that the
Church here must address if we are to be faithful to our
responsibility toward you, beloved brothers and sisters in
Christ. We share a vision of the Church that is at once faithful,
grounded in tradition, and dynamic, prepared to address the
challenges of the modern world. Our calling is to find ways in
which to put this vision into effect.

We were inspired and moved by hearing the detailed
reports from the many SCOBA Agencies and Commissions.
SCOBA Agencies are chartered for a particular ministry done
on behalf of the whole Church. Simply to list their names gives
one a sense of the work being done by faithful Orthodox
Christians in the name of the Church. The International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) ministers to the suffering
of those afflicted by natural and human catastrophes, abroad
but also here at home as we saw in its effort during the Katrina
tragedy. The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC)
promotes foreign missions and supports indigenous clergy
throughout the world, but especially in Africa and Asia. The
Orthodox Christian Education Commission (OCEC) prepares
religious educational materials and curricula for young and old.
The Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is active on 230
college campuses. The Orthodox Christian Network (OCN),
building from a simple radio program, is becoming an ever
increasing presence in the major media markets. Its weekly
Come Receive the Light program is now available even over the
Internet. The newest Agency of SCOBA, the Orthodox
Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM), brings together Orthodox
Christians presently ministering to those in prison and
encouraging, building and expanding this ministry throughout
the country.

SCOBA Commissions are specific committees of
scholars and experts charged to offer counsel and resources for

the work of the Church. We heard reports on the work of the
Ecumenical Commission that is responsible for overseeing and
coordinating each of the dialogues that are being held with other
Christian churches and denominations. The Social and Moral
Issues Commission provides scientific and theological
reflection on contemporary issues in order to assist in the
formulation of pastoral responses to the pressing questions we
all face in today’s world. The Information Technologies
Commission provides the Church with technological tools and
services at the national, diocesan and parochial levels.

We held workshops on six important subjects, inviting men
and women expert in their particular field to help us understand
the changing dynamics and challenges within the life of the
Church. These were: Issues in Coordinating New and Mission
Parishes; Protecting the Church from Sexual Misconduct;
Keeping Young People Connected to the Church; The
Diaconate; Teaching in the Church: Witness in Society; and
Internal Ecclesial Issues. Each of these subjects will require
much more discussion and reflection, but we were grateful for
the insights given us and the opportunity to talk with each other
about things affecting every diocese and parish.

We also heard reports from some of the groups whose
Christian work has been endorsed by SCOBA: The Orthodox
Peace Fellowship; Zoe for Life; The Fellowship of the
Transfiguration; Project Mexico; and The Orthodox Christian
Association of Medicine, Psychology and Religion (OCAMPR).

At the May meeting of the SCOBA Hierarchs, composed
of the Primates of each of our member bodies, the question was
raised of the diversity of Canonical and Pastoral practices within
and among the Orthodox traditions in North America. This is a
difficult and delicate matter. The Orthodox Church present
throughout the world has responded to the actual situations in
a variety of ways as it has lived the truth of the Gospel within its
canonical framework. In those places the diversity of worldwide
Orthodoxy presents little if any difficulty. Here, in our context,
this diversity of practice is interpreted by some as a perceived
“disunity.” The SCOBA Hierarchs decided to refer this very
important question to our gathering, the Bishops’ Conference.
We recommended to the SCOBA Hierarchs that they establish
a Commission on Canonical and Pastoral Issues. This
Commission will allow thoughtful and prayerful examination of
the issues and challenges of our different traditions, looking
toward bringing coherence and unity to our expression of
Orthodoxy. At the same time, it is our strong feeling that each
of us, and our clergy and faithful, must respect and honor the
legitimate differences that exist within our one Church.

We give thanks to our good and loving Lord for the gift of this
time together, strengthened by the prayers of our beloved clergy
and faithful all across North America. We look forward to the
future, committed to building on the work we have done here. As
we closed our work we gathered together for the Holy Eucharist,
partaking of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
perfect sign of our unity. This experience renews us and reminds
us that “every good and perfect gift is from above, from Him who
is the Father of lights.”

Glory to God who offers us this opportunity to witness to
Him! Glory to Him who is always with us and upholds us! Glory
to Him who breaths life into all that is!
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Sectarians say: We are saved without the Orthodox
Faith by only believing in Christ as found in Jn. 6:40, 47;
Eph. 2:8-9.

Orthodox response: The Orthodox do not abandon
faith in Christ, but this does not mean that the Church is not
needed. Faith is necessary in order to enter and abide in the
Church. The sectarians speak of faith in order to avert their
eyes from Christ’s command to acknowledge and obey the
Church.

Sectarians say: We are born from the Word of God
and received the Holy Spirit like Cornelius the Centurion.
We do not need the Orthodox Church.

Orthodox response: Cornelius the Centurion,
although a worthy man, could not have been saved without
the Church and although he miraculously received the Holy
Spirit to be united to the Church (v. 40), nevertheless the
Apostle Peter commanded him and his household to be
united to the Church through Baptism. (Acts 10:1-6, 46-47)

Sectarians say: The Lord called us forth from a life of
death, as when He called Saul the persecutor. Now we
preach God’s mercy to us.

Orthodox response: Acts 9:1-18;22, 12-16.
Although the Apostle Paul was miraculously called by the
Lord, nevertheless, the Savior commanded him to go to His
Church (9:9), and there Ananias united Paul to the Church
through Baptism. (Acts 9:18,22,16))

Sectarians say: We believe the Lord grants the Holy
Spirit to those who request Him. (Lk. 11:9-13)

Orthodox response: The Lord will not grant the
Grace of the Holy Spirit to the sects - opponents of the Holy
Church of God, for He said: “He who is not with me is against

Me, and he who does not gather with Me, scatters
(Mt.12:30).”

Sectarians say: We save ourselves like the thief -
through repentance and faith. (Lk. 23:42-43)

Orthodox response: We should not be thieves and
then only at the last minutes of our life say: Remember me,
Lord.” We must remember that the Thief did not witness the
birth of the Church, he was saved with all of the
righteousness of the Old Testament.

Sectarians say: You reject all preachers who are not
with you, but the Lord does not reject, nor prohibit. (Mk.
9:38-39)

Orthodox response: 1) The sectarians do not
perform miracles like the man who was not with the
Apostles. 2) That person was not against the Apostles, and
“who is not against you is with you.,, (v. 40). But the
sectarians are against the Church, they do not gather
people into the Church, but scatter them: “He who is not
with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me
scatters” (Lk. 11:23).

Sectarians say: The sectarians can preach, believe
and be saved, in their own fashion, and Apostles will rejoice.
(Phil. 1:15-19).

Orthodox response: No, the Apostles do not rejoice,
and the sects may not teach apart. The Apostle Paul
speaks of those “Untaught and unstable people who twist
. . . the Scriptures.” (2 Pt. 3:15-17)

Sectarians say: We do not need an official Church,
because we believe in Christ our Savior, according to the
words of the Apostle: “by Grace you have been saved . . .
for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not

Salvation Is Only in the Church of Christ
Presented by Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha

The Lord Founded but One Church: Her beginning - the Descent of the Holy.
Spirit (Mt. 16:18)
Expansion of the Church: “The Lord added to the Church daily those who were
being saved.” (Acts 2:47)
No One Preached Christ Without Preaching the Church, All Who Believed
Joined the Church, for Whosoever is Not in the Church, Does Not Possess
Christ: Christ is the Head of the Church, He is the Savior of the body (“which is
the Church” Col. 1:24). Whosoever is not in the body, is without the Head - Christ
the Savior (Eph. 5:23).
Without the Church, There Is No Savior, No Grace, No Good Works: “Abide
in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I AM the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they burn. “ (Jn. 15:4-6)

Analysis of

Sectarian Objections

Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. XII, ãðóäåíü, 2006



Ukrainian Orthodox Word 11

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” (Eph. 2:5,8-9)

Orthodox response: These words were spoken to
the Christians of Ephesus, who belonged to the one true
Church, not to heretics who had abandoned the Church.
The Lord granted the means of salvation to those believers
who are in the Church (2 Pt. 1:3-4). But, this does not mean
that all will be saved, just as he who receives a large
inheritance will not necessarily hold on to it for the rest of
his life.

St. Paul writes that we are saved through the Gospel
only if we remain faithful to the way it was preached by the
Apostles (1 Cor. 15:1-2), and not as imagined by the
heretics.

Sectarians say: We do not need the laws of the
Church because: “by the deeds of the law no flesh will be
justified . . . therefore, we conclude that a man is justified
by faith apart from the deeds of the law.” (Rm. 3:20, 28)

Orthodox response: Those words refer to the Law of
Moses. We Orthodox acknowledge that “the deeds of the
law”  circumcision, Old Testament feasts and observances
will not save us. (Gal. 5:2; 4:8-10)

Sectarians refer to: Gal. 2:16 and state that they will

be saved by their own faith and not by means of Church law.
Orthodox response: Even the demons believe (Js.

2:19) and reject all laws, but they shall not be saved.
Whenever the necessity of obeying the Church law is
pointed out to the Sectarians, they respond by quoting the
following passages: Rm. 3:20,28; 4:4-6; 5:1; Gal. 3:16. In
response, we should point out further passages which can
explain their errant interpretations: Rm. 7:12; 2 Cor. 3:7-9;
and Js. 2:8-9; 4.11.

Sectarians say: We have received justification freely.
(Rm. 3:23-24)

Orthodox response: No, all things that “pertain to life
and godliness (2 Pt. 1:3) are in the Church which the Savior
purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:28).

Sectarians say: “He Himself bore our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, having died to sin, might live for
righteousness - by whose stripes you were healed.” (I Pt.
2:24) We were saved this way.

Orthodox response: No, you were not saved,
because you do not live for truth, “you are like sheep going
astray” (v. 25), you are separated from Christ’s flock - God’s
Church, torn from His Body, the Church, broken from the
Vine of Grace. (Jn. 10:15; Col. 1:24; Eph. 5:23)

May God grant to them many,

happy and blessed years!

December

V. Rev. Raymond Sundland December 03, 1997
Rev. Father Vasile Sauciur December 06, 1999
V. Rev. Father John Lyszyk December 07, 1991
Rev. Father Volodymyr Steliac December 10, 1995
V. Rev. Mykola Slokotowych December 12, 1965
Rev. Father Robert Popichak December 13, 1997
V. Rev. Volodymyr Khanas December 19, 1974
Archimandrite Pankratij December 19, 1993
Rev. Father Paul Bigelow December 23, 2000
V. Rev. Eugene Meschisen December 29, 1985

Do you feel God is calling you to serve in the priestly or monastic life?

Ordination

Anniversaries

Father Stephen Hutnick
Saints Peter and Paul UO Church
1406 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809

(302) 798-4455
e-mail: Otche@aol.com

Contact the Director of Vocations for Saint Sophia Seminary:
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ÃÎËÎÂÍ² ÓÏÐÀÂÈ
ÑÒÀÐØÎÃÎ ² ÌÎËÎÄØÎÃÎ

Â²ÄÄ²Ë²Â ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯
ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ Ë²¥È  Â²ÄÁÓËÈ
ÍÀÐÀÄÓ  ÙÎÁ ÎÁÃÎÂÎÐÈÒÈ

ÇÀÑÎÁÈ ÇÄÎÁÓÒÒß ÔÎÍÄ²Â ÄËß
²ÊÎÍÎ¥ÐÀÔ²¯  (ÐÎÇÏÈÑÓ) ÊÀÏËÈÖ²  ÍÀ

ÒÀÁÎÐ² ÂÑ²Õ ÑÂßÒÈÕ

Ç 6 - 8 æîâòíÿ 2006
ð.Á., â Äæîíñîí Ñ³ò³, Íþ Éîðê
â³äáóëèñÿ îñ³íí³ çáîðè óïðàâ
ñòàðøîãî ³ ìîëîäøîãî â³ä-
ä³ë³â ÓÏË³´è. Ó÷àñíèêè ïðè-
áóëè äî Äæîíñîí Ñ³ò³ ó
ï’ÿòíèöþ ââå÷îð³, äå ¿õ òåïëî
â³òàëè ÷ëåíè ì³ñöåâîãî
â³ää³ëó ÓÏË³´è ïðè öåðêâ³ ñâ.
²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ. Âëàøòî-
âàíå íèìè ïðèéíÿòòÿ äàëî
íàãîäó ó÷àñíèêàì ïîçíàéî-
ìèòèñÿ ç ãîñïîäàðÿìè òà
ïðèºìíî ïðîâåñòè âå÷³ð.

Íàñòóïíîãî ðàíêó
çáîðè ðîçïî÷àëèñÿ Àêàô³-
ñòîì äî Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãî-
ðîäèö³. Ðåøòó äíÿ ó÷àñíèêè
ïðîâåëè â íàðàäàõ, ï³ä ÷àñ
ÿêèõ ïîêëàäåíî îñíîâó äëÿ
ïðîãðàì íàñòóïíîãî ðîêó.
Ïðèñóòí³ì íà íàðàäàõ, íà
ïðîòÿç³ äåê³ëüêîõ ãîäèí, áóâ
³ Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé
Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é. Â³í
ïîä³ëèâñÿ ç ïðèñóòí³ìè
ñâî¿ìè âðàæåííÿìè ç íå-
äàâíüî¿ Êîíôåðåíö³¿ ïðàâî-
ñëàâíèõ ºïèñêîï³â ÑØÀ
(SCOBA), ùî â³äáóâàëàñÿ
íà ïðîòÿç³ îñòàíí³õ ÷îòèðüîõ
äí³â ó ×³êà´î.

Ï³ñëÿ äîâøî¿ äèñêóñ³¿ Åêçåêóòèâà ñòàðøîãî â³ä-
ä³ëó ð³øèëà âçÿòè íà ñåáå âèêîíàííÿ ð³øåííÿ ó÷àñíèê³â
Êîíâåíö³¿ ÓÏË³´è 2006 ð., à ñàìå ïîêðèòè êîøòè ðîçïèñó
âñåðåäèí³ íîâîçáóäîâàíî¿ êàïëèö³ íà “Òàáîð³ Âñ³õ Ñâÿòèõ”.

Åêçåêóòèâà ìîëîäøîãî â³ää³ëó ÓÏË³´è çîáîâ’ÿ-
çàëàñÿ ïðîâîäèòè âëàñí³ çá³ðêè ôîíä³â ÷åðåç ñâî¿ ì³ñöåâ³
â³ää³ëè. Ïëàíè íà öå áóäóòü îãîëîøåí³ â Áþëåòåí³ ÓÏË³´è.
Ïî çàê³í÷åíí³ çàñ³äàííÿ â³äáóëàñÿ Âå÷³ðíÿ, à òîä³ ì³ñöåâèé
â³ää³ë ÓÏË³´è ãîñòèâ óñ³õ âå÷åðåþ.

Â íåä³ëþ ÷ëåíè óïðàâ ³ ãîñò³ áóëè ïðèñóòí³ íà
Ñëóæá³ Áîæ³é â öåðêâ³ ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ. Â³êåíä çàê³í÷èâñÿ
ñí³äàíêîì, âëàøòîâàíèì ì³ñöåâèì ìîëîäøèì â³ää³ëîì
ÓÏË³´è. Äîõ³ä ç öüîãî ñí³äàíêó ïðèçíà÷åíèé òàêîæ íà
ïðîåêò ³êîíî´ðàô³¿.

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX LEAGUE
EXECUTIVE BOARDS MEET

 
BOTH SENIOR AND JUNIOR LEAGUES

TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
ALL SAINTS CAMP CHAPEL ICONOGRAPHY

The Senior and Junior National Executive Boards held
their fall meeting October 6-8, 2006 in Johnson City, NY. 

Board members arrived in Johnson
City on Friday evening and were
welcomed warmly with a reception
sponsored by the members of Saint
John the Baptist’s Jr. and Sr. U. O.
L. Chapters.  Board members had
the opportunity to meet with
chapter members and have a
relaxing evening.

The fol lowing morning
National Executive Board Members
arrived at the parish early and
began their day in prayer with an
Akathist to the Mother of God. 
The boards met throughout the day

and began laying the groundwork
for the programs that will be
implemented throughout the
upcoming year.  Archbishop
Antony met with the Board
member for several hours and
shared his impressions of the
recent conference of al l
Orthodox Bishops in the USA held
in Chicago over the preceding
four days and hosted by SCOBA.
 The Board came to a solid
decision, following lengthy
discussion, that the Sr. UOL will
accomplish the 2006 annual UOL
convention decision that the UOL
sponsor the writing of interior
icons for All Saints Camp Chapel
through a fund-raising campaign.

The Co-Chair of the committee formed during the
convention, Debra Burgan, presented the icon plan for the
chapel and the activities planned by the fund-raising committee
and the Board committed to the effort.

Òhe Jr. UOL Board will also conduct their own fund-
raising effort through their local chapters.  Plans for the
fund-raising efforts will be announced in full through the
UOL Bulletin.  The board meetings concluded in prayer during
Vespers and then were hosted to dinner by the local chapters.
On Sunday, board members and guests attended Divine Liturgy
at Saint John the Baptist Parish.  The weekend concluded with
a pancake breakfast, sponsored by the parish’s Junior Chapter. 
Proceeds from this breakfast benefit the parish iconography
project.(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 13) (Conclusion on p. 13)
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Ï³ä ÷àñ óñüîãî íàñòóïíîãî ðîêó ÓÏË³´à áóäå
óñåðäíî ïðàöþâàòè, çàñòîñîâóþ÷è áàãàòî ïðî´ðàì, ùî
âêëþ÷àòèìóòü óñàì³òíåííÿ (retreats), âèäàííÿ çá³ðíèêà
ðåë³ã³éíèõ ï³ñåíü, çäîáóâàííÿ ôîíä³â äëÿ ðîçïèñó
êàïëèö³ íà Òàáîð³ Âñ³õ Ñâÿòèõ ³ - ïëàíóâàííÿ Êîíâåíö³¿
ÓÏË³´è 2007 ðîêó. ÓÏË³´à, çàñíîâàíà 60 ðîê³â òîìó,
ñëóæèòü Öåðêâ³ òà ¿¿ ìîëîä³. Çà á³ëüø äîêëàäíèìè
³íôîðìàö³ÿìè ïðî ÓÏË³´ó òà ¿¿ ïðîãðàìè ñë³ä çâåðòàòèñÿ
äî Ìåëàí³¿ Íàêîíå÷íî¿, ãîëîâè ÓÏË³´è. Òåëåôîí (440)
842 3820, à åëåêòðîííà ïîøòà: MelanieNak@aol.com.

Throughout the upcoming year the Ukrainian
Orthodox League will work diligently to implement many
programs.  Some of these programs include retreats, the
publication of a religious songbook, raising fund for the
interior of the All Saints Camp Chapel and planning the
2007 U. O. L. Convention.  The League, established 60
years ago works to serve the Church, and its youth.  For
more information about the Ukrainian Orthodox League
and its programming, please contact UOL President
Melanie Nakonachny at (440) 842-3820 or
MelanieNak@aol.com

ÃÎËÎÂÍ² ÓÏÐÀÂÈ
ÑÒÀÐØÎÃÎ ² ÌÎËÎÄØÎÃÎ Â²ÄÄ²Ë²Â
ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÎ¯  ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÎ¯ Ë²¥È

Â²ÄÁÓËÈ  ÍÀÐÀÄÓ

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
LEAGUE EXECUTIVE BOARDS

MEET

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 12) (Conclusion from p. 12)

Êîíôåðåíö³ÿ ªïèñêîï³â, ñêëèêàíà
Ïîñò³é³íîþ êîíôåðåíö³ºþ êàíîí³÷íèõ
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ºïèñêîï³â Àìåðèêè (SCOBA),
ùî â³äáóëàñÿ â ì.×³êà´î, ²Ë ç 3 äî 6  æîâòíÿ
2006 ð., âèäàëà òàêó çàÿâó:

Ìè âèñëîâëþºìî íàøå ãëèáîêå ñòóðáóâàííÿ
âñå çðîñòàþ÷èì ÷èñëîì çëî÷èííèõ â÷èíê³â íàñèëüñòâà,
ùî ñòàþòüñÿ ó øêîëàõ êðà¿íè. Ìè çàêëèêàºìî âñ³õ
äåðæàâíèõ ³ öåðêîâíèõ êåð³âíèê³â çâåðíóòè óâàãó íà
òå çëî, ùî ñïðè÷èíèëî ö³ òðàã³÷í³ ïîä³¿. Îñîáëèâî ìè
îïëàêóºìî âòðàòó íåâèííîñò³ ìîëîä³ íàøî¿ íàö³¿, ùî
ñòàëà ö³ëëþ íàñèëüñòâà.

Ìè âèñëîâëþºìî ñåðäå÷íå ñï³â÷óòòÿ æåðòâàì
öèõ òðàãåä³é ³ ¿õí³ì ðîäèíàì òà ìîëèìîñÿ Âñåìîãóòíüîìó
Ãîñïîäåâ³ çà âñ³õ çàòîðêíóòèõ.

Âê³íö³, ìè ìîëèìîñü çà â³÷íèé ñïîê³é òèõ, õòî
âòðàòèâ ñâîº æèòòÿ ó òðàã³÷íèõ ïîä³ÿõ öüîãî áåçãëóçäîãî
íàñèëüñòâà.

Ìè çàêëèêàºìî, ùîá ÷ëåíè ðîçâàæàëüíèõ
çàêëàä³â îìèíàëè çëîâæèâàííÿ õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ñèìâîë³â,
îñîáëèâî Õðåñòà ó ñâî¿õ òåëåâ òà ðàä³î ïðîãðàìàõ, ó
ô³ëüìàõ ÷è ó äðóêîâàíèõ âèäàííÿõ, ÿê òàêîæ ó DVD, ïî
³íòåðíåò³, ó êîìïþòåðíèõ ³ãðàõ, òîùî.

Ìè âèñëîâëþºìî íàøå ñòóðáóâàííÿ çðîñòàþ÷èì
ôåíîìåíîì ñêàíäàëüíîãî çì³øóâàííÿ õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ
ñèìâîë³â ³ç ñâ³òñüêèì “ìèñòåöòâîì”, ðåêëàìîþ, ìóçèêîþ
òà â ³íøèõ àñïåêòàõ ñâ³òñüêîãî æèòòÿ.

Ìè íàñòîþºìî, ùîá ÷ëåíè ÇÌ²  çðîáèëè â³ä-
ïîâ³äí³ êðîêè äëÿ òîãî, ùîá íå äîïóñêàòè äî âèêîðè-
ñòàííÿ ñâÿòèõ îáðàç³â òà ñèìâîë³â ó ñêàíäàëüíèõ
êîìåðö³éíèõ çîáðàæåííÿõ. ¥àðàíò³þ â³ëüíîãî âèñëîâ-
ëåííÿ íå òðåáà âæèâàòè äëÿ òîãî, ùîá îáðàæàòè ïîíÿòòÿ
ì³ëüéîí³â â³ðóþ÷èõ.

ÇÀÊËÈÊ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖ²¯ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÄÊÎÏ²Â Â ÑÏÐÀÂ² ÍÅÄÀÂÍÜÎ¯ ØÊ²ËÜÍÎ¯
ÒÐÀÃÅÄ²¯ ÒÀ ÇÀÊËÈÊÀª ÇÌ² ÍÅ ÇËÎÂÆÈÂÀÒÈ ÕÐÈÑÒÈßÍÑÜÊÈÌÈ ÑÈÌÂÎËÀÌÈ

The Bishops’ Conference convened by the
Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), which met
in Chicago, IL, from October 3-6, 2006, issued
the following statement:

We express our sincere concern over the ever-
increasing acts of violence that have been perpetrated in
the schools of this nation. We call upon all civil and
religious leaders to address this evil that has caused these
tragic incidents. We especially bemoan the loss of innocence
of the youth of this nation who have been the target of
this violence.

We express our heartfelt sympathy to the victims
and to their families and offer our prayers to the All-
mighty God for those involved.

Finally, we pray for the eternal rest of those
who lost their lives in these tragic acts of senseless violence.

We urge all members of the entertainment
industry to avoid the misuse of Christian symbols, especially
of the Cross, through traditional media outlets such as,
television, radio, film or print, but also through DVDs, the
internet, computer games, iPods, and the like.

Furthermore, we voice our concern over the
growing phenomenon of a scandalous mixture of Christian
symbols with secular art, advertising, music, and other
aspects of public life.

We insist that members of the media take
appropriate measures to avoid the appearance of what
may be construed as the exploitation of sacred images,
symbols, and expressions for scandalous and commercial
purposes. The guarantee of free expression should not
be used to insult the faith of millions of believers.

Orthodox Bishops’ Conference Statement Concerning Recent School Violence and Urges
the Media and the Entertainment Industry to Avoid the Misuse of Christian Symbols
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“Several families
in my area have for years
been clothed by the
garments sent by you.
Some of them say: ‘Halka,
(that’s me – Halyna
Mohylnytska) you better
tel l your Ms. Nadiya
(president of the UUOS)
that if it weren’t for her
we would by now all be
beggars, and give her our thanks.’ And then there’s the
15 year old girl who nearly fainted from joy when she
was told she could have the ice skates that were in one
of the packages you  sent us, FREE! And so I’m sending
you and everyone who is involved in this humanitarian aid
action our thanks and our wishes that the Lord grant all
of you strength, health, happiness and joy!”

This is a paragraph of a letter from Ukraine,
received by me among many other similar letters of
thanks. And indeed, the UUOS Executive Board has for
many years been sending packages to orphanages, parishes
which have requested this sort of help because they are
taking care of orphans, houses for handicapped people,
etc. Besides clothing and household items we have been
sending tape-recorders, typewriters, and lately computers
and printers. Sometimes we have responded to the pleas
of families who were going through difficult times because
of a child’s illness. In a couple years, when the children
have outgrown the clothes we sent, we receive letters
informing us of the children’s progress and their current
clothing sizes.

“Â ìåíå º ê³ëüêà ðîäèí,
ùî âæå ðîêàìè çîäÿ-
ãàþòüñÿ ç Âàøèõ ïà÷îê.
Äåõòî êàæå: ”Ãàëêî (öå ÿ,
Ãàëèíà Ìîãèëüíèöüêà)
ñêàæè ò³é òâî¿é ïàí³ Íàä³¿
(öå ÎÓÏÑ) ñïàñèá³, áî ÿê
á íå âîíà, òî ìè óæå ç
òîðáàìè ïî ñâ³ò³ ï³øëè á”.
À ä³â÷èíà ðîê³â 15, ÿê
ïîáà÷èëà êîâçàíè, òî

ìàëî íå âìë³ëà…Îé, ³ öå ìîæíà âçÿòè? Ùî, îòàê çîâñ³ì
áåçïëàòíî?”

Îòîæ ÿ é êàæó Âàì ñïàñèá³. Âàì, ³ âñ³ì Õòî
ïðè÷åòíèé äî ö³º¿ äîïîìîãîâî¿ ñïðàâè. Äàé, Áîæå, óñ³ì
Âàì ñèëè òà çäîðîâ’ÿ÷êà, ùàñòÿ ³ ðàäîñò³!”

Ðÿäêè ³ç öüîãî ëèñòà ñïîíóêàëè ìåíå íàïèñàòè
ïðî âèñèëêó ïà÷îê, ÷èì çàéìàºòüñÿ Óïðàâà ÎÓÏÑ âæå
äîâø³ ðîêè. Ïåðåâàæíî âèñèëàºìî ïàêóíêè äî
ñèðîòèíö³â, ïàðàô³é, ÿê³ ïðîñèëè òàêîãî ðîäó äîïîìîãè
òà îï³êóþòüñÿ ñèðîòèíöÿìè ÷è áóäèíêàìè ³íâàë³ä³â. Êð³ì
îäÿãó, âçóòòÿ òà ðå÷åé äîìàøíüîãî âæèòêó, âèñèëàëè
çâóêîçàïèñóâà÷³, ìàøèíêè äî äðóêó, à îñòàííüî
êîìïþòåðè ³ç ïðèíòåðàìè.

²íêîëè ÎÓÏÑ â³äêëèêàëîñÿ íà ïðîõàííÿ îêðåìèõ
ëþäåé, ÿê³ áóëè â á³ä³ ÷åðåç õâîðîáó êîòðî¿ñü äèòèíè.

Òðàïëÿëîñÿ, ùî äåñü ï³ñëÿ äâîõ ðîê³â, îòðèìóºìî
çíîâó ïðîõàííÿ äîïîìîãè îäÿãîì. Â ëèñò³ ïîâ³äîìëÿþòü
ïðî ïîñòóï òà òåïåð³øí³é â³ê ä³òåé. Áóâ ëèñò ³ ïðîõàííÿ
äîïîìîãè â³ä Çî¿, ñèðîòè, íàøî¿ áóâøî¿ ñòèïåíäèñòêè.
Òåïåð âîíà â÷èòåëüêà, îäðóæåíà ³ ìàº ñèíà. Âîíè
ïðèäáàëè ñòàðó, çàïóùåíó õàòó, ùî ïîòðåáóº áàãàòî
ðåìîíòó, òðåáà é íà îäÿã. Â³äïèñàëè ¿é, ùî ºäèíå ÷èì

ACTIVITIES OF ST OL’HA

UNITED UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX SISTERHOODS OF THE UOC OF THE USA

Ä²ßËÜÍ²ÑÒÜ ÎÁ’ªÄÍÀÍÍß
Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ

³ì.Ñâ.Êí. Îëüãè, ïðè Óêðà¿íñüê³é Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Öåðêâ³ â ÑØÀ

Nadiya Mirchuk, UUOS President Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê, ãîëîâà ÎÓÏÑ
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There was one letter from Zoya, an orphan and
former recipient of our scholarship. She is now a teacher,
and has a family of her own. She and her husband have
acquired an old, neglected house that was in need of
substantial repair, which was expensive. I wrote to her
and told her that the only thing we could do for her is
send her clothing. Being a teacher she knows the children
and which families needed
items she could not use. I
dispatched the parcel to
her without waiting for
her reply, since we had
quite a few items of good
quality and small size –
she had mentioned that
she was very thin.
However, I was in for a
surprise: she wrote back
saying that she would not
accept the clothes, since
she was of poor health
and afraid that she could
“catch some bug” by
handling the clothes. I
immediately replied that I
myself have been handling
each donated item of clothes, examining and then folding
it for packing, and have never thought of “catching
something. I asked the shipping company to send the
package to a different address. But then, to my surprise,
I received a letter of apology and thanks from Zoya,
explaining that she had no idea that such good items
would be sent. She gave the size of her husband and son,
and agreed to distribute the clothes to the needy.

When we sent children’s clothing to an orphanage
that houses children from birth to 7 years of age, we
received along with their thanks a request for grown-up
clothing as well, since there were many needy people in
their town, as well as a house for the handicapped.

The clothing items are donated to us, and are
free. Usually they are dropped off at the Consistory of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Bound Brook, NJ,
whence we take them home to Livingston for packing
and dispatching. We average about 5,000 lbs of clothing
per year.

The UUOS gives monetary aid as well, but moneys
are usually hand delivered by a trustworthy person who
happens to travel to Ukraine. This person then knows for

ìîæåìî ¿é äîïîìîãòè, öå âèñèëêîþ ïàêóíêà ç îäÿãîì.
Áóäó÷è â÷èòåëüêîþ âîíà çíàº ä³òåé òà ðîäèíè, ÿê³ òàêîæ
ïîòðåáóâàòèìóòü äîïîìîãè ³ ìîãëà á çàéíÿòèñÿ ¿¿ ðîç-
ïðåä³ëåííÿì. Íå ÷åêàþ÷è íà â³äïîâ³äü, âèñëàëà ¿é
ïàêóíîê, áî ìàëà áàãàòî îäÿãó äîáðî¿ ÿêîñòè, ìàëîãî
ðîçì³ðó, à Çîÿ ïèñàëà, ùî âîíà äóæå õóäà. Îòðèìàëà
íåñïîä³âàíó â³äïîâ³äü: Çîÿ ïîäÿêóâàëà, àëå â³äìîâèëàñü

â³ä îäÿãó, áî âîíà õâî-
ðîáëèâà ³ áî¿òüñÿ ä³ñ-
òàòè ÿêóñü õâîðîáó. Â
òîé æå äåíü ÿ íàïè-
ñàëà ¿é, ùî ðîêàìè âè-
ñèëàºìî ïàêóíêè â³ä
ÎÓÏÑ ³ êîæíó ð³÷ áåðó
äî ðóê, îãëÿäàþ , à òîä³
çíîâó ñêëàäàþ ¿¿ äëÿ
ïàêóâàííÿ, ³ ìåí³ íàâ³òü
â ãîëîâó íå ïðèéøëî,
ùî ìîæó â³ä îäÿãó
çàðàçèòèñü. Çâåðíóëàñü
äî âèñèëêîâî¿ êîì-
ïàí³¿, ùîáè ïàêóíîê ïå-
ðåñëàëè íà äðóãó àä-
ðåñó.

Ðàïòîâî îòðè-
ìàëà äðóãó íåñïîä³âà-

íêó: Âèáà÷åííÿ ³ ïîäÿêà â³ä Çî¿ çà ïàêóíîê. Âîíà íå
çíàëà, ùî òàêèé îäÿã âèñèëàþòü. Ïîäàëà ðîçì³ð ÷îëîâ³êà
³ ñèíà ³ ïîãîäèëàñü çàéìàòèñÿ ðîçäà÷îþ ðå÷åé ïîòðå-
áóþ÷èì.

Âèñèëàþ÷è îäÿã äî ñèðîòèíöÿ, äå º ä³òè â³ä
íàðîäæåííÿ äî 7 ðîê³â æèòòÿ, ç ïîäÿêîþ â³ä íèõ
îòðèìàëè ³ ïðîõàííÿ îäÿãó äëÿ äîðîñëèõ, áî â ¿õ ì³ñò³
áàãàòî ïîòðåáóþ÷èõ ³ áóäèíîê ³íâàë³ä³â.

Ðå÷³ äî âèñèëêè îòðèìóºìî áåçêîøòîâíî. Ïåðå-
âàæíî ïðèâîçÿòü ¿õ äî Êîíñèñòîð³¿ ÓÏÖåðêâè â Áàâíä
Áðóêó, çâ³äêè çàáèðàºìî ¿õ äî Ë³â³í´ñòîíó äëÿ ïàêóâàííÿ
³ âèñèëêè. Ð³÷íî âèñèëàºìî á³ëÿ 5,000 ôóíò³â.

Îá’ºäíàííÿ äàº äîïîìîãó ³ ãðîøèìà, àëå ãðîø³
íå âèñèëàºìî, à ïåðåäàºìî äîâ³ðåíîþ îñîáîþ, ÿêà
áà÷èòü,  êîìó ò³ ãðîø³ éäóòü, ³ ïåðåäà÷à º áåçêîøòîâíà.
Â öåé ñïîñ³á ïåðåäàºìî ñòèïåíä³¿, äîïîìîãó íà
ë³êóâàííÿ òà ïåðåäàëè áåçðóê³é ëþäèí³ íà ïðîòåçóâàííÿ
îáèäâîõ ðóê.

Ãóìàí³òàðíó äîïîìîãó âèñèëàºìî ó ìàéæå âñ³
îáëàñò³ Óêðà¿íè. Àëå öå º ëèøå îäíîþ ÷àñòèíêîþ
ä³ÿëüíîñòè ÎÓÏÑ.

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 18) (Conclusion on p. 18)-
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Óæå òðåò³é ð³ê ï³äðÿä ç ³í³ö³ÿòèâè Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà-
¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ â Äîì³ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ êóëüòóðè
â îñåðåäêó ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ ó Áàâí Áðóö³/Ñîìåðñåò³, Íþ
Äæåðç³, â³äáóâàºòüñÿ îñ³íí³é Ôåñòèâàëü. ßê ³ â  ìèíóëèõ ðîêàõ,
â³í ïðèòÿãíóâ á³ëÿ òèñÿ÷³ â³äâ³äóâà÷³â.

Ôåñòèâàëü ö³êàâèé äëÿ ëþäåé êîæíîãî â³êó – òóò
ìîæíà íàñîëîäæóâàòèñÿ ìóçèêîþ òà ³íøèìè ðîçâàãàìè,
ïîñìàêóâàòè ñòðàâàìè ³ç êóë³íàðíèõ ñòîë³â, îãëÿäàòè âèñòàâêó
ìèñòåöüêèõ òâîð³â òà ð³çíèõ ³íøèõ åêçåìïëÿð³â óêðà¿íñüêî¿
ñïàäùèíè, à ä³òè òèì÷àñîì ìîæóòü ðîçâàæàòèñÿ ð³çíèìè ³ãðàìè.

Óñï³õ ôåñòèâàëþ, âëàøòîâàíîãî óïðàâîþ Îá’ºäíàííÿ
ÓÏÑåñòðèöòâ, ó âåëèê³é ì³ð³ çàâäÿ÷óºòüñÿ éîãî êåð³âíèêàì,
ïàíÿì Îëüç³ Êðèâîëàï òà Ëþáîâ³ Øåâ÷åíêî, ÿê³ ïëàíóâàëè
ïðîãðàìó ³ çáèðàëè  êóë³íàðí³”ïîäàðóíêè” â³ä ñóñ³äí³õ ñåñòðèöòâ.
Îñîáëèâî ùåäðèìè áóëè  ì³ñöåâå ñåñòðèöòâî ñâ. Ïîêðîâà ïðè
öåðêâ³-ïàì’ÿòíèêó, ñåñòðèöòâî ñâ. Îëüãè ç ßðäâèë, Í.Äæ. òà
ñåñòðèöòâî ïðè öåðêâ³ ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà ó Áàëòèìîð³, ÌÄ.

ßê ³ ùîðîêó, áóëî áàãàòî ñòàíèöü ³ç òîâàðàìè ð³çíèõ
ï³äïðèºìñòâ ³ç îêîëèö³ Ñîìåðñåò/Íþ Áðàíñâ³ê. Óïåðøå öüîãî
ðîêó ùåäðèì ñïîíñîðîì áóëà êðåäèò³âêà Ñàìîïîì³÷ ³ç Äæåðç³
Ñ³ò³, à ³íø³ ï³äïðèºìñòâà çáàãàòèëè ëîòåðåþ äàðàìè ñâî¿õ
âèðîá³â: Þâåë³ðíà êðàìíèöÿ “Golden Lion” ïîäàðóâàëà
çîëîòîãî òðèçóáà, à´åíö³ÿ “Ëåâ/Ì³ñò” – êîëåêö³þ çàïèñ³â (CD)
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ìóçèêè, ìèñòåöü Ãàëèíà Ìóäðà -÷óäîâó ïèñàíêó
íà ãóñÿ÷îìó ÿéö³, à êðàìíèöÿ “Myroslava Creations” – ðó÷íî
âèøèòèé ðóøíèê. Îäèí ç ó÷àñíèê³â ôåñòèâàëþ, ïðåäñòàâíèê
ô³ðìè Mary Kay Inc. âèñëîâèâ ñâîº ïðèçíàííÿ óêðà¿íñüê³é
ãðîìàä³ çà ïëåêàííÿ ¿¿ êóëüòóðíî¿ ñïàäùèíè ³ çáåðåæåííÿ ¿¿ ç
ïîêîë³ííÿ â ïîêîë³ííÿ. Ïðèñóòí³ íà ôåñòèâàë³ äîâ³äàëèñü òàêîæ
ïðî áàãàòîì³ëüéîíîâèé ïðîåêò ÓÏÖåðêâè – çàñíóâàííÿ
²ñòîðèêî-îñâ³òíüîãî êîìïëåêñó, ïðèñâÿ÷åíîãî ïàì’ÿò³ ì³ëüéîí³â
óêðà¿íö³â çàãèáëèõ ï³ä ÷àñ Ãîëîäîìîðó â Óêðà¿í³ 1932 –33 ðîê³â
òà ïåðøîìó Ïàòð³ÿðõîâ³ Óêðà¿íè, Éîãî Ñâÿòîñò³ Ìñòèñëàâó ²-
îìó, ³ì’ÿ ÿêîãî ìóçåé áóäå íîñèòè.

Õî÷ ãîëîâíîþ ìåòîþ ôåñòèâàëþ áóëî ç³áðàòè äîäàòêîâ³
ôîíäè íà ïîáóäîâó ìóçåþ, ôåñòèâàëü òàêîæ äàâ íàãîäó

îçíàéîìèòè â³äâ³äóâà÷³â ³ç áàãà-
òñòâîì äóõîâíî¿ ñïàäùèíè óêðà¿í-
ö³â. Ôåñòèâàëü â³äêðèòî ³ çàê³í÷åíî
ìîëèòâîþ, ùî ¿¿ ïðîâ³â ³ºðîìîíàõ
Äàíè¿ë (Çåë³íñüêèé), êåð³âíèê Â³ää³ëó
çîâí³øí³õ çâ’ÿçê³â Êîíñèñòîð³¿ ÓÏöåðêâè
â ÑØÀ.

Öåé îäíîäåííèé ôåñòèâàëü ïðîäî-
âæèâ òðàäèö³þ íàøèõ ïðàùóð³â –
ðîçä³ëÿòè íàøó êóëüòóðíó ñïàäùèíó
ç óñ³ìà ëþäüìè, áåç ð³çíèö³ ¿õ ðàñè
òà åòí³÷íîãî ïîõîäæåííÿ. Âèñòóïè
ì³ñöåöâîãî äèòÿ÷îãî àíñàìáëþ
“Áàðâ³íîê”, òàíöþâàëüíîãî ãóðòêà
“Áàðâ³íîê” ç Àñòîð³¿, Íþ Éîðê òà
áàíäóðíîãî äóåòó “Êàëèíîíüêà “ ç
Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿ ðîçâàæàëè ³ çàõîïëþâàëè
ïðèñóòí³õ, à “ìàéñòåð öåðåìîí³é”
ßðîñëàâ Ãóöóë äîòåïíî çàîõî÷óâàâ
óñ³õ ñêîøòóâàòè âàðåíèêè, ãîëóáö³,
ãàëóøêè ³ ò.³í.

Îðãàí³çàòîðè ôåñòèâàëþ
âèñëîâëþþòü ñâîþ ùèðó ïîäÿêó âñ³ì,
õòî ñïðè÷èíèâñÿ äî éîãî âëàø-
òóâàííÿ ³ óñï³øíîãî ïåðåá³ãó, à îñîá-
ëèâî ãîëîâ³ Îá’ºäíàííÿ ïàí³ Íàä³¿
Ì³ð÷óê  çà ¿¿ íåïîõèòíó ïðàöþ äëÿ
çá³ðêè ôîíä³â íà ìóçåé, óïðàâèòåëþ Äîìó êóëüòóðè ïàíó Òîìîâ³
Î’ïðàíä³, áåç äîïîìîãè ÿêîãî ôåñòèâàëü íå áóâ á òàêèé óñï³øíèé,
òà äèðåêòîðó Øêîëè óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà ³ ðåë³ã³¿ ïðè öåðêâ³-
ïàì’ÿòíèêó â Áàâíä Áðóö³ ïàíó Ðîìàíîâ³ Ã³ðíÿêó çà âëàøòóâàííÿ
³ãîð äëÿ ä³òåé òà çà êåðóâàííÿ çâóêîâîþ ñèñòåìîþ.

Íàñòóïíèé ôåñòèâàëü 2007-ãî ðîêó ïðèçíà÷åíèé íà 4-ãî
ëèñòîïàäà. Çàçíà÷òå ñâ³é êàëåíäàð âæå òåïåð, ùîá íå ïðîïóñòèòè
öþ íàäçâè÷àéíó ïîä³þ.

 



Ukrainian Orthodox Word 17Vol. LV²  Issue XII, December, 2006

For the third consecutive year, nearly a thousand visitors came
through the doors of the Ukrainian Cultural Center at the spiritual
headquarters of the Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA in
South Bound Brook/Somerset, NJ, to participate in the annual
Ukrainian Fall Festival. Sponsored and directed by United Ukrainian
Orthodox Sisterhoods (UUOS) of the UOC of the USA, the Festival
is an annual celebration of the traditions and customs of the
Ukrainian-American people in the community.

Boasting fun and excitement for people of all ages, the
Festival is an event for the entire family. You can enjoy music and
other entertainment, unique and tasty treats from the food booths,

and browse through cultural exhibits and other events celebrating
the Ukrainian heritage while children are amused by a variety of games

and even a bounce house.
The Festival was made succes-

sful by the efforts of the UUOS Execu-
tive Board (particularly Mrs. Olha Krywolap

and Mrs. Luba Shevchenko – co-chairs of the
event), whose members initiated, planned and

collected funds and food donations for the event from
the various local parish sisters and sisterhoods
in the area.  Especially generous was the
Sisterhood of St. Mary the Protectress in
South Bound Brook, NJ who donated a
significant portion of the food and food
court/kitchen help as well as St. Olha in
Yardville, NJ and St. Michael in Baltimore, MD.

Festival organizers welcomed
back this year numerous vendors representing
various business communities of Somerset/
New Brunswick, NJ area. For the first time
this year, the Self Reliance Credit Union of
Jersey City became a generous sponsor of
the Festival while the following vendors
enriched the raffle with the donation of items
that were representative of their wonderful
products:  Golden Lion Jewelry, a gold,
tryzub necklace; Lev Agency – Meest, a

collection of Ukrainian music CD’s; artist Halyna Mudryj, a wonderful
goose egg pysanka; and Myroslava Creations, a hand, embroidered
ryshnyk. One of the many participants of this year’s Festival,
representing Mary Kay Inc., related her excitement and appreciation
of the area’s Ukrainian community and its ability to nurture cultural
heritage and preserve that which was given to this generation by
their predecessors. Visitors to the Center and the Ukrainian Fall
Festival learned about the Church’s multimillion project, the Historical
and Educational Complex, honoring the memory of millions that

perished in the Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, as well as the
memory of Ukraine’s first patriarch of blessed memory, His Holiness
Mstyslav I, whose name the museum will bear.

Even though the main goal of the Festival was to raise funds
to assist in erecting the museum/research complex, the opportunity
was also utilized for educational purposes, informing the visitors about
the richness of spirituality and the heritage of the Ukrainian people.
Beginning and ending with prayers, led by Priest-monk Daniel
(Zelinskyy), director of the Consistory Office of Public Relations of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, the one day Festival carried
on the tradition of our forefathers in sharing their culture and traditions
with people of every race and ethnic background, being identified as
proud Americans of Ukrainian heritage.   Performances of the junior
dancing group “Barvinok” from South Bound Brook, NJ; Barvinok of
Astoria from New York, and Kalynon’ka Bandura Duet, from the
Philadelphia area along with presentations by Yaroslav Hucul, the master
of ceremonies for the Festival, who humorously encouraged those in
attendance to taste varenyky, holubtsi, halushky, etc. — both entertained
and amused the very receptive audience of Festival attendees.

The organizers of the 2006 Ukrainian Fall Festival express
their most sincere gratitude to everyone who assisted in planning and
executing the Church’s successful outreach program, especially to Pani
Nadiya Mirchuk, UUOS President, for her continued commitment and
hard work in raising funds for the museum; Tom O’Prandy, Ukrainian
Cultural Center Manager, without whose assistance the event would
not have been successful; and to Roman Hirnyak, director of St. Andrew
School of Religion and Ukrainian Language in South Bound Brook/
Somerset, NJ, for organizing and staffing the children’s games and
managing the sound system.

The 2007 Ukrainian Fall Festival is scheduled for November
4, 2007 at the Ukrainian Cultural Center, South Bound Brook/Somerset,
NJ.   Mark your calendars now – this is an event that you do not want
to miss!
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Îá’ºäíàííÿ ïðèéìàº
àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü ó æèòò³
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, â³äêëèêà-
ºòüñÿ íà çàêëèêè ÓÏÖåð-
êâè ³ ïðèä³ëÿº, äå çàéäå
ïîòðåáà, ô³íàíñîâó äîïî-
ìîãó. Âèäàºìî ñòèïåíä³¿
ñòóäåíòàì ïàðàô³é, ñåñ-
òðèöòâà ÿêèõ íàëåæàòü äî
Îá’ºäíàííÿ. Öå º îäíà ç
âèãîä áóòè ó ñêëàä³
Îá’ºäíàííÿ.

Äëÿ çâ’ÿçêó ç ñåñòðèöòâàìè âæå 32 ðîêè
âèõîäèòü æóðíàë “Â³ðà”, ç ÿêîãî äîâ³äóºìîñÿ ïðî ïðàöþ
îêðåìèõ ñåñòðèöòâ. Äîïèñè ïîäàºìî ó ò³é ìîâ³, â ÿê³é
âîíè áóëè ïèñàí³. Â³ä öüîãî çàëåæèòü ê³ëüê³ñòü
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ÷è àíãë³éñüêî¿ ìîâè. Ùå îäíà âèãîäà
íàëåæàòè äî ÎÓÏÑ – ïðî âàñ áóäóòü çíàòè ³íø³
ñåñòðèöòâà, ³ º îáì³íà ³äåÿìè òà äîñâ³äîì. Äëÿ
îçíàéîìëåííÿ ç íàøèì æóðíàëîì, âèøëåìî âàì

îäèí ïðèì³ðíèê áåç-
êîøòîâíî, ï³ñëÿ îòðè-
ìàííÿ Âàøî¿ àäðåñè.

Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà-
¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
Ñåñòðèöòâ áóëî çàñíî-
âàíå äëÿ ìîæëèâîñò³
âèêîíóâàòè ïðàöþ, ÿêà
íå ï³ä ñèëó ïàðàô³-
ÿëüíîìó ñåñòðèöòâó òà
äëÿ øèðîêî¿, âñåîõîï-
ëþþ÷î¿ ïðàö³ â ãàëóç³
íàøîãî öåðêîâíîãî òà
âñåóêðà¿íñüêîãî æèòòÿ.
Òàê Îá’ºäíàííÿ çìîãëî
âèäàòè åíöèêëîïåä³þ
äëÿ ìîëîä³ “Óêðà¿íà”
ïåðøå â óêðà¿íñüê³é, à
ïîò³ì ³ â àíãë³éñüê³é

ìîâàõ, ïîñòàâèòè ó Áàâíä Áðóêó ïàì’ÿòíèê Ñâ.Êí. Îëüãè.
À òåïåð, íà ïðîòÿç³ îñòàíí³õ 8 ðîê³â, ïðèîð³òåòíèì

çàâäàííÿì ÎÓÏÑ áóëà ³ º çá³ðêà ôîíä³â íà áóä³âíèöòâî
â Áàâíä Áðóêó Ìóçåþ ³ì.Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ìñòèñëàâà ³
ïàì’ÿòíèêà æåðòâàì ãîëîäîìîðó â Óêðà¿í³ â 1932-33
ðîêàõ. Êîøòè íà öå ïîòð³áíî âåëèê³, àëå ö³ëü âàðòà
âèòðàò. Ìè çáåðåæåìî ö³íí³ åêñïîíàòè, ÿê³ º âëàñí³ñòþ
ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ, ì³æ ÿêèìè çáåð³ãàþòüñÿ ³ íàäáàííÿ
ä³ÿñïîðè, òâîðè ëþäåé, ÿê³ çàðîáëÿþ÷è ñîá³ íà ïðîæèòòÿ,
çìîãëè ³ òâîðèòè, à íå ëèøå îäíèì õë³áîì æèòè.

Ïàì’ÿòíèê æåðòâàì ãîëîäîìîðó áóäå íàãàäó-
âàòè ñâ³òîâ³ ïðî çëî÷èí, çàïîä³ÿíèé óêðà¿íñüêîìó
íàðîäîâ³ êîìóí³ñòè÷íèì ðåæèìîì, ïðî ì³ëüéîíè
íåâèííèõ æåðòâ, ïåðåâàæíî ä³òåé ³ æ³íîê, ùîáè öåé
çëî÷èí í³êîëè íå çàáóëè.

sure who receives the money,
and of course, there is no
charge to us. This is the way
we give out stipends to
students, aid for medical
treatment, and in one case
we financed two artificial
arms.

Our humanitarian aid
goes to almost all regions of
Ukraine. But this is not the
only act iv ity the UUOS
engages in. It takes an active
part in the life of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
USA, responds to its calls for financial help, extends
scholarships to students of parishes whose sisterhoods
are members of UUOS. This is but one of the advantages
to belong to UUOS.

Our quarterly “VIRA” (FAITH) has been appearing
now for 32 years. It provides a connection between the
local sisterhoods, and sheds light on the particular activities
of each. Their reports are
printed in the language
they are written, and this
determines how many of
the magazine pages are
in English and how many
in Ukrainian. This is
another advantage of
the local sisterhoods
belonging to UUOS –
other sisterhoods will
read about you, and
there wi l l  be an
exchange of ideas and
experiences. We will
send you a free sample
copy of Vira, if you give
us your address.

The UUOS has
been founded in order to perform jobs which local parish
sisterhoods are unable to handle, and for taking part in
the all-Ukrainian church life.

Thus the UUOS has been able to publish a concise
Encyclopedia of Ukraine both, in Ukrainian and in English,
as well as erect a statue of St. Olha in Bound Brook. At
present our priority lies with gathering funds for building
the Patriarch Mstyslav Museum and a memorial to the
victims of the 1932-33 genocide in Ukraine. Of course,
this project will be quite expensive, but the goal makes it
worthwhile, since the priceless artifacts that are the
property of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
will be adequately preserved. Among them are also works
of art created by people of Diaspora who, were not

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ ³ç ñò. 15)(Continued from p. 15)

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 19)(Conclusion on p. 19)
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satisfied to live by bread alone, The Famine Memorial will
remind the world of the crime committed by the
Communist regime against the Ukrainian people, so that
its victims, mostly women and children will be forever
remembered.

We invite all local parish sisterhoods to join our
family of sisterhoods. All you have to do is write a petition
for acceptance, and pay $80.00 membership fee per
year. You may then choose which of our projects you
would like to support.

Every three years the UUOS holds its Convention,
to which local sisterhoods send their chosen representatives.
At this time the Executive Board and the parish sisterhoods
representatives report on the tasks accomplished during
the past three years. A new Executive Board is selected
from among the representatives present, and resolutions
are made which are binding for the new Executive Board.
The more sisterhoods become members of UUOS, the
more work we will be able to do. With a strong
membership we could not only build a Museum, we could
“move mountains”!

For additional information or for a copy of
our Constitution contact

Nadiya Mirchuk
110 E. Cedar Street

Livingston, NJ  07039.
Tel. 973-992-6479.

Çàïðîøóºìî ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ ñåñòðèöòâà ïðèºä-
íóâàòèñÿ äî ðîäèíè ñåñòðèöòâ, ç ÿêèõ ñêëàäàºòüñÿ
Îá’ºäíàííÿ. Âñå ùî âàì òðåáà äëÿ öüîãî çðîáèòè, º
íàïèñàòè ïðîõàííÿ ïðî âñòóï äî Îá’ºäíàííÿ ³ ïðèñëàòè
ð³÷íó âêëàäêó â ñóì³ $80.00. Âè ìîæåòå ï³äòðèìóâàòè
íàñ ó áóäü-ÿê³é ä³ëÿíö³ íàøî¿ ïðàö³.

Ùî òðè ðîêè â³äáóâàþòüñÿ Ç’¿çäè Îá’ºäíàííÿ
ÓÏÑ, íà ÿê³ ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ ñåñòðèöòâà âèñèëàþòü ñâî¿õ
äåëåãàòîê. Íà Ç’¿çäàõ Ãîëîâíà Óïðàâà òà ïàðàô³ÿëüí³
ñåñòðèöòâà äàþòü çâ³òè ç ñâîº¿ ïðàö³ çà îñòàíí³õ òðè
ðîêè, âèáèðàºòüñÿ ç ïðèñóòí³õ äåëåãàòîê íîâà Óïðàâà,
ïðèéìàþòüñÿ ïîñòàíîâè òà ïîáàæàííÿ, ÿê³ º çîáîâ’ÿçóþ÷³
äëÿ íîâîâèáðàíî¿ Óïðàâè. ×èì á³ëüøå ñåñòðèöòâ â
Îá’ºäíàíí³, òèì á³ëüø³ íàø³ ìîæëèâîñò³. Êîëè íàñ áóäå
áàãàòî, òî íå ò³ëüêè Ìóçåé áóäóâàòè, à é ãîðè
ïåðåâåðòàòè çìîæåìî!

Çà äîäàòêîâèìè ³íôîðìàö³ÿìè ÷è ñòàòóòîì
çâåðòàòèñÿ äî:

Nadiya Mirchuk
110 E. Cedar Street

Livingston, NJ 07039
Tel.973-992 6479.

×èòàéòå òà ïåðåäïëà÷óéòå
“Â³ðó” - äâîìîâíèé æóðíàë

Îá’äíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ

Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ

ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ

Subscribe to “Vira-Faith” -
a bilingual publication

of the United Ukrainian
Orthodox Sisterhoods

of the UOC of the USA

Contact us at:

110 East Cedar St.
Livingstone, NJ 07039

Tel.: (973) 992-6479

Ä²ßËÜÍ²ÑÒÜ ÎÁ’ªÄÍÀÍÍß

ACTIVITIES OF THE

UNITED UKRAINIAN

ORTHODOX SISTERHOODS

(Conclusion from p. 18)
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On the weekend of September 23-
24, His Grace Jeremiah, Bishop of the
UOC in South America, visited St.
Vladimir Cathedral in Parma, OH. After
the celebration of Great Vespers on
Saturday, His Grace was the guest of
the clergy of the Penn-Ohio Deanery at
Dimitri’s Restaurant where Fr. Dennis
Kristof, dean of the Penn-Ohio
Deanery, presented His Grace with a
check for $500 to assist in the
missionary work in South America.

On Sunday His Grace celebrated
and preached at the monthly Youth
Liturgy. A luncheon was provided by the
St. Vladimir UOL and a free will
collection was taken at which an
additional $3100 was collected for the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in South
America.

V. Rev. Fr. John Nakonachny is
the pastor of St. Vladimir Cathedral, V.
Rev. Fr. Ivan Mironko is assistant
pastor and Fr. Deacon Ihor Mahlay,
Director of Missions and Outreach for
the UOCUSA, is attached.

First row (L to R) - Fr. Michael Strapko, Fr. Ephrem George of St. Herman Monastery,
Fr. and Dobrodiyka Mironko, Bishop Jeremiah, Dobrodiyka Barbara Kristof,
Dobrodiyka Mary Ann Nakonachny and  Dobrodiyka Anna Hankavich.
Back row (L to R) - Mr. Viktor, Dobrodiyka Iryna Mahlay, Deacon Ihor Mahlay, Frs.
John Henry and Vladimir Ivanov of St. Herman’s, Fr. Dennis Kristof, dean, and Fr.
John Nakonachny, pastor.

“When He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought
up, He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was
His custom.” (Lk. 4:16)

Among the many things that are very clear about
Christ in the Gospel accounts is the way He worshiped. Our
Lord was a person of prayer Who was known at times to go
off and spend the entire night alone in prayer. Jesus studied
the Scriptures, and quoted them in discussions with friends
and enemies alike, repeating them during times of joy and
times of struggle. In the above passage we see Jesus
worshiped regularly on the Sabbath. Private prayer and
scripture study were not sufficient. Jesus worshiped with
others in the sanctuary on the Sabbath day. That was His
custom. There is a lesson here for us as well.

One of the unfortunate realities today is a continual
decline in worship attendance throughout Christianity.
There are many reasons. They seem good, (l don’t get
anything out of it. There are only so many nice Sundays in
a year. God is everywhere and I can worship anywhere. Its
raining today and I don’t feel like going out. Or, its nice out
today, it’s a great day to go to the beach or a ball game,
besides; I deserve a break, etc, etc.) But is this really a wise
or good thing? If Jesus thought it was important to go to the
synagogue, why do we think we need to worship less than

He did? It is simply not enough to say our private prayers
and read the Bible as part of our private devotions. We need
to gather as God’s people to publicly worship as His Body,
offering ourselves to God, lifting our lives up to God, and
listening together for the voice of the Spirit, regular worship
is not an optional thing for the Orthodox Christian life; rather
it is the very heartbeat of the Church.

Orthodox worship requires that we devote a minimum
of at least two hours a week to God. Worship molds our
character toward the virtues and visions of Jesus. Worship
is our witness to the culture around us that we believe in God
and that we take our belief seriously. Worship is not
primarily here to meet our needs or to entertain us with good
music and a good homily: Worship is the service that we
offer to God! In Orthodox worship we gather together in the
very presence of the living God as God1s servant people!

Wherever life may take us, let us take the time to
worship, missing a Sunday here and there may be
somewhat inevitable, but that should be the exception, not
the rule, for Orthodox believers. In fact, let us as Orthodox
Christians set the standard, let us worship as Jesus
worshipped, let it be our custom on the Sabbath to come to
church for worship.

Submitted by:
Subdeacon John Kostiak

Bishop Jeremiah of South America Visits Parma

The Need for Regular Church Attendance
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Âæå ø³ñòü ðîê³â
ï³äðÿä Îáºäíàíèé êî-
ì³òåò Ïîñò³éíî¿ êîíôå-
ðåíö³¿ êàíîí³÷íèõ ïðà-
âîñëàâíèõ ºïèñêîï³â
Àìåðèêè (SCOBA) ³ Ïî-
ñò³éíî¿ êîíôåðåíö³¿ Ñõ³-
äíèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
Öåðêîâ â Àìåðèö³
(SCOOCH) âëàøòîâóþ-
òü ïðàâîñëàâíèé Ìîëå-
áåíü ³ ïðèéíÿòòÿ äëÿ
ãðîìàäè Îðãàí³çàö³¿
Îá’ºäíàíèõ Íà-
ö³é. Öüîãî ðîêó öÿ
óðî÷èñò³ñòü â³äáó-
ëàñÿ  10 æîâòííÿ
ó â³ðìåíñêîìó
ñîáîð³ ñâ. Âàðòàíà
ïðè 630 Äðóã³é
Àâåíþ, â Íþ Éî-
ðêó.

Éîãî Âè-
ñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâî
Àðõèºïèñêîï Àí-
òîí³é, ãîëîâà Êîí-
ñèñòîð³¿ Óêðà¿-
íñüêî¿ Ïðàâî-
ñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â
ÑØÀ áóâ ïðåä-
ñòàâíèêîì ö³º¿
Öåðêâè, à ñóïðî-
âîäæàëè éîãî
äèðåêòîð Â³ää³ëó
ì³æöåðêîâíèõ ñïðàâ ïðîòîïðåñâ. Ôðàíêî ²ñòî÷èí òà
äèðåêòîð Â³ää³ëó çîâí³øí³õ ñòîñóíê³â ³ºðîìîíàõ Äàíè¿ë
(Çåë³íñüêèé).

Íà Ìîëåáí³, êð³ì ÷ëåí³â ãðîìàäè ÎÎÍ áóëè
ñîòí³ ì³ñöåâèõ â³ðóþ÷èõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí.
Ìîëåáåíü â³äáóâàâñÿ çà îáîðÿäîì Êîïòñüêî¿ Ïðàâî-
ñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Àëåêñàíäð³¿ ³ âêëþ÷àâ îñîáëèâ³
ïðîõàëüí³ ìîëèòâè çà ìèð ó ñâ³ò³.

Çàÿâó (ïðèâ³ò)  â³ä Ñåêðåòàðÿ ÎÎÍ Êîô³ Àííàíà
çà÷èòàâ äèðåêòîð êîìóí³êàö³é ÎÎÍ, ïàí Åäâàðä
Ìîðò³ìåð ³ ïðèéíÿâ â ³ìåí³ ï.Àííàíà Êîô³  Ãðàìîòó
ïðèçíàííÿ çà éîãî â³ääàíå ñëóæ³ííÿ  ÿê ¥åíåðàëüíèé
Ñåêðåòàð ÎÎÍ, âæå äâà òåðì³íè.

Â³ä ³ìåí³ Îá’ºäíàíîãî êîì³òåòó ïðîìîâó
âèãîëîñèâ ãîñïîäàð ö³º¿ ³ìïðåçè, Ïðåîñâÿùåííèé
ªïèñêîï Äàâèä ³ç Àðõèä³ºöåç³¿ Êîïòñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â Ï³âí³÷í³é Àìåðèö³.

Öåé ùîð³÷íèé ìîëåáåíü â³äáóâàºòüñÿ ïî ÷åðç³
- îäíîãî ðîêó â ñîáîð³ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè, à äðóãîãî
ó ñîáîð³ Ñõ³äíî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

ØÎÑÒÈÉ Ð²×ÍÈÉ ÌÎËÅÁÅÍÜ ÇÀ ÃÐÎÌÀÄÓ ÎÎÍ

Sixth Annual Orthodox Prayer Service for United Nations Community

For the sixth consecutive
year, the Joint Commission
of the Standing Conference
of the Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas
[SCOBA] and the Standing
Conference of Oriental
Orthodox Churches in Ame-
rica [SCOOCH] held an
Orthodox Prayer Service and
Reception for the United
Nations Community at Saint
Vartan Armenian Cathedral,

630 Second Avenue,
New York, NY, on
Tuesday, October 10,
2006 .

His Eminence,
Archbishop Antony,
the President of the
Consistory of the
Ukrainian orthodox
Church of the USA,
accompanied by the
directors of the Con-
sistory office of Ecu-
menical Affairs, Pro-
topresbyter Frank
Estocin and of Public
Relations Hieromonk
Daniel (Zelinskyy),
represented the UOC
of the USA at the
Prayer Service.

Members of the UN community joined hundreds
of area Orthodox Christians for the service, which was
celebrated in the tradition of the Coptic Orthodox Church
of Alexandria. The service included special prayers of
supplication for world peace.

Mr. Edward Mortimer, UN director of
communications, read a statement from UN secretary
general Kofi Annan and accepted a certificate on his
behalf of recognition by the Joint Commission for his
years of dedicated service as the UN’s two-term Secretary-
General.

His Grace, Bishop David of the Coptic Orthodox
Church Archdiocese of North America, the event’s hosting
prelate, offered an address on behalf of the Joint
Commission. This Prayer Service for the UN Community
alternates each year between Eastern Orthodox and
Oriental Orthodox cathedrals.
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St. Paul is known as the Apostle to the Gentiles (non-
Jewish people). After his conversion to Christianity, St.
Paul began traveling throughout the Middle East and Asia
teaching about Jesus Christ, His Glorious Resurrection and
His teachings. At each place St. Paul visited, he brought
many to the Christian faith and began new Christian
Communities.

1. Are the Epistles of St. Paul found in the Old or New Testament?
2. In what book of the New Testament can we learn about the
    travels of St. Paul?

a. The Gospel according to St. Luke
b. The Acts of the Apostles
c. Revelation of St. John
d. Ephesians

3. How many letters are written to communities?
a. 3 b. 4     c. 10

4. How many letter are written to individuals (one person)?
a. 7 b. 1     c. 4

5. What is St. Paul’s shortest letter?
a. Philemon       b. Galatians        c. Titus        d. Colossians

6. In what letter does St. Paul advise us to ‘pray without ceasing’?
7. How often are St. Paul’s letters read?

a. Only at the Divine Liturgy      b. Daily     c. Never
8. Was St. Paul the only one to write letters that are included in
    the Bible?

a. Yes  b. No

If you enjoyed this game, go to the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry section of the Consistory website each
month to learn new and interesting things about our faith through articles and games.

Many times after St. Paul left a new community they
would forget what he taught them. He would send them
letters as reminders of how to live and of Christ’s teachings.
These letters or Epistles are still used today to help us in
our Christian life.

Now, pick up your Bible and discover the answers to
these questions about St. Paul’s Epistles.

ANSWERS:
1) New Testament; 2) Acts of the
Apostles; 3) 10; 4) 4; 5) Philemon; 6)
Thessalonians; 7) b. Daily -This is a bit of
a trick question. St. Paul’s letters are
read at every Divine Liturgy, Sacramental
service, and many other services. The
Divine Liturgy is celebrated every day
somewhere and most especially in
monasteries. A portion of an Epistle is
assigned to each day of the year to be
read for the faithful. We are provided with

the daily Epistle reading to read during
our own daily time of prayer and
contemplation. 8) No - We are sure that
St. Paul and the Apostles wrote many
more letters. Some that were not lost are
included in the Bible. They are: The
Epistle of St. James, The First Epistle of
St. Peter, The Second Epistle of St. Peter,
The First Epistle of St. John, The Second
Epistle of St. John, The Third Letter of St.
John and The Epistle of St. Jude.

Ask your parents or parish priest to give you the daily readings of the
Church. Try to spend time each day reading the Epistles and thinking about what
the Apostles are trying to tell us. Discuss your thoughts with your parents, parish
priest, church school teachers, youth ministers and friends.

Quiz on St. Paul’s Epistles

From the Office of

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
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Life in our Parishes

Graduation exercises were held for the 8th grade class
of St. Mary’s Church School, New Britain, CT on June 18.
The graduates were presented with diplomas by Church
School Director Cynthia Sirick, and received remem-
brances from Mrs. Josefiak, 8th grade teacher; Michael P.
Wowk, parish board president; Ann Sencio, St. Olga
Sisterhood president; and Sarah Bailly, youth ministry
director .

This graduation marked the close of the 50th year of the
Church School. It was founded by Rt. Rev. Mitred
Archpriest Peter Kowalchyk. A celebration to mark this
anniversary was held on October 14.

St. Mary Church School
Graduates

Melissa Sirick Jose-
fiak, chairman of the Rt.
Rev. Mitred Archpriest Pe-
ter Kowalchyk Honorarium
Committee of St. Mary’s
Nativity of the Mother of God
Church in New Britain, CT,
presented honorariums in
June for the school year
2005-06 to Michael Platosz
and Christopher Goss.

Michael completed his
first year at Tunxis Commu-
nity College. He is the son of
Mr. Adam Platosz of New
Britain and the late Mrs. Ann
Platosz. Christopher has
finished his freshman year
at the University of Virginia.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Goss of Wood-
bridge, VA.

Melissa Sirick Josefiak presents an honorarium to Michael
Platosz. V. Rev. Fr. Roman Trynoha, pastor, and Fr. Deacon
Anthony Szwez stand behind  Christopher Goss (right) who
was also an honorarium recipient.

Front row (L to R) - Melissa Sirick Josefiak with graduates
Brandon Pender, Marissa Levy, Anthony Szwez and
Jonathan Chang. Behind the tetrapod are V. Rev. Roman
Trynoha, pastor, and Fr. Deacon Anthony Szwez.

Two Scholarships
   Presented Last June

Boston, MA - Alexandra Teper poses with V. Rev. Fr. Roman
Tarnawsky and Hierodeacon Vasyl in celebration of her
graduation from Sunday School at St. Andrew Parish in Boston.

The honorarium has
been presented for over half
a century to children of
parish members who are
pursuing post high school
education.

The award was named
in honor of the parish’s
pastor at that time, Fr. Peter
Kowalchyk, an ardent advo-
cate of education at all
levels. Candidates are evalu-
ated on scholarship, school
and community activities
and involvement in church
life.

Funding for the hono-
rarium is derived from the
proceeds of each Sunday’s
coffee hour, memorial dona-
tions and gifts of love.
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Æèòòÿ â ïàðàô³ÿõ

On Sunday July 9th 2006 His Eminence Arch-
bishop Anthony made his pastoral visit to St. John the
Baptist Church in Johnson City New York, to celebrate
with the parishioners their patron saint Feast Day, Nativity
of St. John the Forerunner.

This was a joyous and spiritually uplifting day for
all those who attended Divine Liturgy. That day three of
Saint John’s parishioners were tonsured as readers.  Fol-
lowing the liturgy there was a festal procession around
the church, with the reading of the gospel. Later on
everyone enjoyed a special brunch.

Through the prayers of Saint John the Fore-
runner, Lord have mercy on us.

Â íåä³ëþ, 9 ëèïíÿ 2006 ðîêó Áîæîãî, Âèñîêîïðå-
îñâÿùåííèé àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é â³äâ³äàâ ïàðàô³þ
ñâÿòîãî ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ ó Äæîíñîí Ñèò³, Íþ Éîðê. Â
öåé äåíü ïàðàô³ÿ ñâÿòêóâàëà õðàìîâå ñâÿòî Íàðîäæåííÿ
²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ. Ðàä³ñíî òà íà äóõîâíîìó ï³äíåñåíí³
ä³òè òà ïàðàô³ÿíè õðàìó çóñòð³÷àëè ¿õíüîãî àðõèïàñòèðÿ.

Ïåðåä Áîæåñòâåííîþ Ë³òóðã³ºþ Âëàäèêà Àíòîí³é
ðóêîïîëîæèâ ó ÷èòö³ òðüîõ ïàðàô³ÿí, à ï³ñëÿ áîãîñëóæå-
ííÿ â³äáóâñÿ Õðåñíèé Õ³ä íàâêîëî õðàìó Áîæîãî ç
÷èòàííÿì ªâàíãåë³¿. Ïî çàê³í÷åíí³ áîãîñëóæåííÿ â³äáóâñÿ
ñâÿòêîâèé ñí³äàíîê.

On the photo from left to right, Myron Shlatz, Robert
Dobransky, and Robert Wilkes.

Íà ôîòî: Ìèðîí Øëåöü, Ðîáåðò Äîáðàíñüêèé òà
Ðîáåðò Â³ëêñ ï³ä ÷àñ ðóêîïîëîæåííÿ.

Ìîëèòâàìè ñâÿòîãî ²âàíà Õðåñòèòåëÿ,
Ãîñïîäè ²ñóñå Õðèñòå ïîìèëóé íàñ!

ÑâÿòêîâàÑâÿòêîâàÑâÿòêîâàÑâÿòêîâàÑâÿòêîâà
ïîäiÿ óïîäiÿ óïîäiÿ óïîäiÿ óïîäiÿ ó
ÄæîíñîíÄæîíñîíÄæîíñîíÄæîíñîíÄæîíñîí
Ñèòi,Ñèòi,Ñèòi,Ñèòi,Ñèòi,
Íþ ÉîðêÍþ ÉîðêÍþ ÉîðêÍþ ÉîðêÍþ Éîðê

Pictured are members of the parish board of
administration of the Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Nanty Glo, PA, following the receiving of the
oath of office.

From left to right: Thomas Little, trustee; Betty
Charnesky, financial secretary; James Charnetsky, trea-
surer; Nick Palovich, vice president; Marie Flannigan, trustee;
Father George Hnatko, pastor; Eli Suniak, president; Pete
Polosky, trustee; Dorothy Harmotta, secretary; Ray Mazarik,
trustee; Frank Symusiak, trustee. Missing is George Boychuk,
trustee.

Parish Board of Administration
of the Holy Ascension Ukrainian

Orthodox Church of Nanty Glo, PA
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Æèòòÿ â ïàðàô³ÿõ

18 âåðåñíÿ 2006 ðîêó Áîæîãî, â³äáóëîñÿ
çàñ³äàííÿ äóõîâåíñòâà ï³âí³÷íî-çàõ³äíüîãî äåêàíàòó
öåíòðàëüíî¿ ºïàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ â ïàðàô³¿ Ïðåñâÿòî¿
Òðîéö³ â Áàôàëî, ÍÉ. Òàê³ çàñ³äàííÿ â³äáóâàþòüñÿ
êîæíîãî ðîêó ³ ñêëèêàþòüñÿ äåêàíîì, ìèòðîôîðíèì
ïðîòî³ºðåºì Âîëîäèìèðîì Õàíàñîì.

Öüîãîð³÷íà êîíôåðåíö³ÿ ðîçïî÷àëàñÿ ìîëåáíåì
äî Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèö³, ÿêèé â³äñëóæèâ îòåöü-äåêàí.

î. äåêàí
Âîëîäèìèð Õàíàñ

î. Ìèêîëà
Ñëîêîòîâè÷,

î. ²ãîð
Êðåõîâåöüêèé,

î. Ìèêîëà Êðèâîíîñ
òà î. ²âàí Ñåìêî

Íîâèíè ç ï³âí³÷íî-çàõ³äíüîãî äåêàíàòó

Îï³ñëÿ, â³äêðèâøè çàñ³äàííÿ äåêàíàòó, î. Âîëîäèìèð
âèñëîâèâ âäÿ÷í³ñòü äóõîâåíñòó çà ¿õíþ ïðèñóòí³ñòü íà
êîíôåðåö³¿ òà ïðèâ³òàâ íîâîãî íàñòîÿòåëÿ ïàðàô³é
Ïîêðîâà Áîãîðîäèö³ â Ãåðê³ìåð, ÍÉ òà ñâ. Ïåòðà ³ Ïàâëà
â Þòèö³, ÍÉ – ïðîòî³ºðåÿ ²âàíà Ñåìêà ³ç ïðèçíà÷åííÿì
íà ïàñòèðñüêó îï³êó ãðîìàäàìè öèõ ïàðàô³é äåêàíàòó
òà íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ öåðêâè â
ÑØÀ.

Êîíôåðåíö³ÿ ïðîéøëà ó äðóæí³é òà ðîáî÷³é
àòìîñôåð³. Ñåðåä áàãàòüîõ ïèòàíü íà ïîðÿäêó äåííîìó,
áóëî îáãîâîðåíî ä³ÿëüí³ñòü äåêàíàòó â ìèíóëîìó, òà
â³äïîâ³äí³ ïëàíè íà ìàéáóòíº áóëî çàïëîíàâàíî. Îêð³ì
òîãî, äåêàíàò çàîõî÷óº ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ ãðîìàäè â³äíîâèòè

ïðàöþ íåä³ëüíèõ øê³ë ºïàðõ³¿. Òàêîæ, îòö³ îáãîâîðèëè
âàæëèâ³ñòü äóõîâíîãî ïîñëóõó ó Õðèñòîâ³é Öåðêâ³ òà
âàæëèâ³ñòü äóõîâíîãî ñï³ëêóâàííÿ ì³æ Êîíñèñòðî³ºþ ÓÏÖ
â ÑØÀ òà äåêàíàòîì. Ðîçïîðÿäæåííÿ Êîíñèñòîð³¿ ùîäî
äóõîâíîãî òà àäì³í³ñòðàòèâíîãî æèòòÿ ïàðàô³¿ ÓÏÖ â
ÑØÀ ïîâèíí³ âèêîíóâàòèñü áåç âàãàíü òà çàòðèìàíü
– àäæå â³ä óñï³õó ¿õ çàïðîâàäæåííÿ â ïàðàô³ëüíå æèòòÿ
çàëåæèòü ìàéáóòíº ö³ëî¿ Öåðêâè. Äóõîâí³ îòö³ äåêàíàòó
òàêîæ òîðêíóëèñÿ ïèòàííÿ æåðòâåííîñò³ ó ¿õí³é ïàðàô³ÿõ.
Ï³äòðèìóâàííÿ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ãðîìàä òà ¿õíüî¿ ì³ñ³éíî¿
ä³ÿëüíîñò³ íà òåðåí³ Àìåðèêè áàãàòî çàëåæèòü â³ä
ô³íàíñîâèõ ïîæåðòâ â³ðíèõ äåêàíàòó. Îòîæ, îòö³
çàîõî÷óþòü äóõîâåíñòî òà â³ðíèõ ³ç â³ääàí³ñòþ ô³íàíñîâî
ï³äòðèìóâàòè ïàñòèðñüêó ä³ÿëüí³ñòü Õðèñòîâî¿ Öåðêâè
â íàøèõ ïàðaô³ÿõ.

Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ ðîáî÷èõ ñåñ³é êîíôåðåíö³¿,
â³äáóâñÿ óðî÷èñòèé îá³ä, ÿêèé áóâ ïðèãîòîâëåíèé
ì³ñöåâèì ñåñòðèöòâîì. Îòåöü-äåêàí Âîëîäèìèð òà
äóõîâåíñòâî äåêàíàòó âèñëîâëþþòü îñîáëèâó ïîäÿêó
ñòàðø³é ñåñòðèö³ Óëÿí³ Ïåòðó÷àê òà ñåñòðèö³ Í³í³ Á³ä³ çà
¿õíþ íåâòîìíó ïðàöþ.

Çàê³í÷èëàñÿ çóñòð³÷ ñâÿòêîâèì â³ñï³âàííÿì
ÌÎÍÎÃÀß Ë²ÒÀ ³ºðàðõ³¿, äóõîâåíñòâó òà â³ðíèì
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ.

Îòåöü-äåêàí
Âîëîäèìèð
òà  ñåñòðèö³
Óëÿíà Ïåòðó÷àê
³ Í³íà Á³äà.

Îòåöü-äåêàí Âîëîäèìèð Õàíàñ

Great progress has been made on the construction of the
chapel at All Saints Camp. The UOL is now graciously conducting a
fund drive to help with furnishing the interior.

To make a donation, or for more information, please con-
tact Debra Burgan at 973-340-7586, or deburgan@aol.com.

Ïðîäîâæóºòüñÿ ñïîðóäæåííÿ êàïëèö³ íà òàáîð³ ÂÑ²Õ
ÑÂßÒÈÕ. ÓÏË³´à âçÿëà íà ñåáå íàäçâè÷àéíèé îáîâ’ÿçîê çáèðàííÿ
êîøò³â íà îçäîáëåííÿ íîâîãî õðàìó Áîæîãî.

ßêùî âè ìîæèòå çðîáèòè ïîæåðòâó, áóäü-ëàñêà çâåðòàéòåñÿ
äî Äåáðè Áóð´àí, òåëåôîíóþ÷è íà (973) 340-7586 àáî
deburgan@aol.com
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Life in our Parishes

Building a “Bridge of Love” to nations around the world
is an important venture of our lives. Teaching that to our
children will perhaps make the future a little kinder. That is
why the Church School and Jr. UOL Chapter of Palos Park
dedicated the month of September to the OCMC School Kit
Drive.

Many supplies were brought in by the youth of SS.
Peter and Paul Parish. Under the direction of Church
School Director Janet Milton and with the help of teachers,
supplies were put into canvas bags to be distributed to poor
and needy children, and victims of tragedies and natural
disasters around the world.

This is one of many OCMC projects that SS. Peter and
Paul has supported throughout the years.

From the Children of Palos Park to Children
Around the World

Consistory Publishes Music to the Memorial Service
Traditional Melodies with Parallel English and Ukrainian Text

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA has recently
published the next in the series of Liturgical Music Books. This
compilation, The Memorial Service (Panakhyda) is based on simple
traditional Kyivan chant, as sung in most of our parishes and
contains all of the sung responses in the order of the service. The
parallel English and Ukrainian format (on facing pages) is designed
to give a cantor or a group of singers the greatest amount of
flexibility when singing the responses.

Years of research and analysis of previously published  texts
and music, in Ukrainian, Slavonic and English, was made adapting
the music for ease and simplicity of usage by congregational singing
or mixed choir. This edition has been prepared by Markian Komichak,
musical director of two choirs at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral in Parma, Ohio. The Memorial Service Book follows the
well-received collection Music to the Divine Liturgy, published in
2002.

Cost of the Memorial Service Music Book is $5 and the
Liturgy Book is $8. These books may be purchased at our Consistory
through the St. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore:

135 Davidson Avenue
Somerset, NJ 08880

Tel.: (732) 356-0090 or email: Consistory@verizon.net
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Please remember in your prayers...    Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

DECEMBER - ÃÐÓÄÅÍÜ

Âi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!

Memory Eternal!

   6th 1950 - V. REV. STEPHAN PROKOPCHUK

 17th 1955 - PROTOPRESBYTER WASYL DIAKIW SR.

  29th 1962- V. REV. GREGORY PYPIUK

 18th 1965 - REV. PETRO KASIANCZUK

   4th 1967 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA MOHUCHY

   1st  1969 - REV. JURIJ SIKORSKYJ

 14th 1973 - PROTOPRESBYTER  OLEXIJ POTULNYCKYJ

 21st  1976 - REV. IVAN CHUMAK

 12th 1987 - PROTOPRIEST WASYL POKOTYLO

   9th 1992 - PROTOPRIEST FEDIR KOWALENKO

22nd 1997 - PROTOPRESBYTER WOLODYMYR BAZYLEWSKYJ

 25th 1997 - PROTOPRIEST NESTOR STOLARCHUK

   1st  2000- V. REV. ANDREW LASHINSKY

   6th 2001 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO SAHAJDACHNY

 28th 2003- V. REV. VICTOR COOLEY
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135 Davidson Ave.

Somerset, NJ 08873

Tel (732) 356-0090    Fax (732) 356-5556

St. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore

For orders, call Bookstore Ìanager Mrs. Shirley Skocypec
Äëÿ çàìîâëåíü òåëåôîíóéòå ïàí³ Øèðë³ Ñêî÷èïåöü

À NEW CD
ÍÎÂÈÉ ÊÎÌÏÀÊÒÍÈÉ ÄÈÑÊ

Nativity carols; Liturgical
Music - Ð³çäâÿí³ êîëÿäêè;

Ë³òóðã³éíà ìóçèêà

$15.00$25.00

(ADD SHIPPING CHARGES $3.00 FOR MEDIA MAIL)

×óäîâèé ïîäàðóíîê â
Ð³çäâÿíèé ÷àñ!

$15.00
2007 CALENDAR-DIRECTORY

ÊÀËÅÍÄÀÐ-ÄÎÂ²ÄÍÈÊ ÍÀ 2007 Ð²Ê
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Holy Baptism...

As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006

Barabash, Maria Sophia baptized and chris-

mated on September 17, 2006, in St. Nicholas

Church, Troy, NY child of Ivan Barabash and Ilia Tsapar.

Sponsors: Derek Haskihs and Luba Markovetska. Celebrated by

Fr. Paul Szewczuk & Fr. Rostyslav Tsapar.

Bula, Brandon Alexander baptized and chrismated on

September 24, 2006, in Holy Trinity Church, Trenton, NJ child

of Alexander Bula and Jamie Schoeffling. Sponsors: Gregory

Bula and Alexandra Bula. Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Lymar.

Carlantone, Paul baptized and chrismated on September 30,

2006, in Assumption Church, Northampton, PA child of Michael

Carlantone and Anne Unger. Sponsors: Peter Ferdinandi and

Stephanie Burk. Celebrated by Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha.

Hudson, Nevin William baptized and chrismated on September

16, 2006, in St. Vladimir Church, Pittsburgh, PA 15203 child of

Matthew John Hudson and Christine Mae Hopkins. Sponsors:

Russell John Hopkins and Brian Allingham. Celebrated by Fr.

John A. Haluszczak.

Jakhua, Mariami Venera baptized and chrismated on August

28, 2005, in St. Andrew Church, Bloomingdale, IL child of Tengiz

Jakhua and Nino Chanturia. Sponsors: Timur Shermazanashvili,

Maia Sherozia and Tea Akhobadze, Tamuna Sharabidze.

Celebrated by Fr. Bohdan Kalynyuk.

Kolinkovska, Yuliya Maria baptized and chrismated on October

1, 2006, in St. Andrew Church, Bloomingdale, IL child of Myron

Kolinkovskyy and Natalia Kuziv. Sponsors: Volodymyr Slobodyan

and Oleksandra Gogol. Celebrated by Fr. Bohdan Kalynyuk.

Kozak, Victoria Marie baptized and chrismated on September

10, 2006, in Protection of  St. Mary Church, Milwaukee, WI

child of Anatoliy Kozak and Oleksandra Kozak. Sponsors:

Mychaylo Dubko and Oksana Hladun. Celebrated by Fr. Walter

Hvostik.

Kozi, Julian Richard baptized and chrismated on January 8,

2006, in St. Andrew Church, Bloomingdale, IL child of Richard

Kozi and Lesya Sokolenko. Sponsors: Andrew Essary and Ludmila

Agaltosvo. Celebrated by Fr. Bohdan Kalynyuk.

Kroner, Anna Victoria baptized and chrismated on July 29,

2006, in St. Andrew Church, Boston, MA child of Borislav Kroner

and Izabela Kroner. Sponsors: William Bobos and Irina Podolsky.

Celebrated by Fr. Roman Tarnavsky.

Novak, Sophia Mae baptized and chrismated on September

10, 2006, in St Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH child of

William H. Novak, Jr. and Melissa A. Novak. Sponsors: Jonathan

M. Novak and Cheryl Novak. Celebrated by Fr. John R.

Nakonachny

Tyshchenko, Sophia Alexandra baptized and chrismated on

June 25, 2006, in St. Andrew Church, Bloomingdale, IL child of

Paul Tyshchenko and Rhoda Lynn Wallace. Sponsors: Derricik

Mysliwiec and Jamne Mysliwiec. Celebrated by Fr. Bohdan

Kalynyuk.

Holy Matrimony...

As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006

George Bordian and Irina Knyazhitskaya in St. Andrew Parish,
Boston, MA, on  September 2, 2006,  witnessed by Yevgeniy
Bordianu and Olexandra Dembo Celebrant:  Fr. Roman
Tarnavsky
Nicholas Lee Griffin and Kathryn Marie Rudy in St Vladimir
Cathedral Parish,  Parma, OH,on  September 16, 2006,  witnes-
sed by Will Fetsko and Jessica Stepic Celebrant:  Fr. John
Nakonachny
John Parkanzky and Natalia Kostryk in St. Vladimir Cathedral
Parish,  Parma, OH, on  September 30, 2006,  witnessed by
Elizabeth Johnson and Alan Hobson Celebrant:  Fr. John
Nakonachny

Asleep
in the Lord...

As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006As of 10/01/2006

Belanger, Vladimir (Walter) of Tarzana, CA  on September

13, 2006, at age of 69, funeral September 19, 2006 officiating

clergy Fr. Alexis Limonczenko  of  St. Michael Parish  San

Francisco, CA.

Chorney, Michael of Allentown, PA on July 26, 2006, at the

age of 89, funeral July 31, 2006, officiating clergy Fr. Myron

Oryhon of St. Mary Protection Parish Allentown, PA

Coskin, Emily of Elyria, OH  on March 1, 2006, at age of 83,

funeral March 4, 2006 officiating clergy Hieromonk Gregory

Woolfenden  of  St. Mary Parish  Lorain, OH.

Fedorinec, John of Allentown, PA  on September 18, 2006,

at age of 87, funeral September 22, 2006 officiating clergy Fr.

Myron Oryhon  of  St. Mary Protection Parish  Allentown, PA.

Kimak, Ann of Alsip, IL  on August 8, 2006, at age of 92,

funeral August 11, 2006 officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko

of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Palos Park, IL.

Klischuk, Helen of Orland Park, IL  on September 21, 2006, at

age of 81, funeral September 26, 2006 officiating clergy Fr.

Taras Naumenko  of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Palos Park, IL.

Konyk, Anna of Cedar Lake, IN  on September 18, 2006, at

age of 87, funeral September 22, 2006 officiating clergy Fr.

Taras Maximtsev  of  St. Michael Pro Cathedral Parish  Ham-

mond, IN.

Rishko, Mary Shinski of Allentown, PA  on September 7,

2006, at age of 87, funeral September 12, 2006 officiating

clergy Fr. Myron Oryhon  of  Protection Mother of God Parish

Allentown, PA.

Simko, “Pani” Elizabeth Mary of Middletown, OH  on

September 4, 2006, at age of 95, funeral September 8, 2006

officiating clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk  of  St. Mary Protection

Parish  Bridgeport, CT.

 Trigg, Helen of Chicago, IL  on July 4, 2006, at age of 85,

funeral July 7, 2006 officiating clergy Fr. Taras Naumenko  of

Sts. Peter & Paul Parish  Palos Park, IL.
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F O C U S

P a r i s h

Sts Peter and Paul Church

Bakerton, PA

Our Cover...

Ukrainian Orthodox Word 31

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Bigelow

Saint Peter and Paul Orthodox Church was the last of
three churches built in a small coal mining town called Bakerton
(Elmora) in South Western Pennsylvania.  In 1913, the way this
was funded was by visionary future members of the church.
They borrowed money against their properties so the construction
could be started while many of these people did much of the
work at a cost of $3000, which was a huge sum at the time.

Having received the guidance and blessing of the church
hierarchy prior to groundbreaking, a local contractor was hired
to build a traditional structure with three onion domes.

The members knew the importance of bells for any
Ukrainian Church.  Therefore, three bells were ordered at the
beginning of construction.  When the bells arrived, the tower
was not yet constructed.  Therefore, the parish pastor
encouraged the members to lend one of them to a sister
parish, which had no bell.   When the bell tower was finally
built it had three bell sections but, the parishioners decided not
to request their “borrowed” bell back and the tower to this day
still has only two bells.

During the early history of the parish, it was called
Greek Catholic Church – under the patronage of another
saint.  The majority of the parishioners came from the southern
tip of Galicia, north of the Carpathian Mountains.  Often referred
to as the western Ukrainians, they spoke the Lemko dialect.
Other members were Slovaks from Slovakia.  The initial church
services were held every third Sunday by a priest from a nearby
town.

In 1925, as was a frequent occurrence at the time,
there was a disagreement about financial policy. A bitter court
battle ensued and the church was padlocked.  The court ruled
that the Orthodox membership could purchase the church.
Church services were held in a local store until this dilemma
was worked out.  Eventually the church was purchased and
placed under the patronage of Saints Peter and Paul as a
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

This Church was rich with cultural activity.  It helped to
pull people together and unite them as they dealt with the
danger of the coal mining occupation.  The parishioners supported
one another during both the difficult and the happy times.

In July of 1966, a large memorial cross was placed in
the parish cemetery, where memorial services are celebrated
each year on St. Thomas Sunday to remember those parishioners
who gave so much of themselves for our Lord and His Church.

The parish also had a church hall a short distance away,
which was referred to by locals as “The Mustache” because so
many of the Ukrainians men wore mustaches.

This hall was the site of many dinners, weddings
and cultural events like plays, dances and men/women
club meetings.  Dances were very popular and in the
beginning and were traditional Ukrainian.  As the time
went by there were polka bands and eventually it got
more Americanized.  When this era ended the hall was
used only for storage and fell into disrepair and it was
necessary to raze it in 2003.

This church is now 93 years old and the faithful
are beginning to think about celebrating a century of
existence.  As we look into the future we can reflect
back and see why the church is so strong today.  We
were lucky enough to have dedicated people who were
willing to put what they owned on the line to build a
dream and what they truly believed in.  Now it is our turn
to continue the dream for another century and for future
generations.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

  We would be happy to include upcoming events of
Eparchies, Deaneries, Parishes and Church

organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!

Dear readers of the “Ukrainian Orthodox
Word”: the Consistory Office of Public Relations of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, headed
by Priest-monk Daniel (Zelinsky), has recently begun
to distribute its News Releases via Internet (E-mail).

If you wish to subscribe to our mailing list,
send us an e-mail request (please, include your full
name) to ConsistoryOPR@aol.com

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
25-30 July, 2007

Hosted by Sts. Peter and Paul Chapters
Carnegie, PA

UOL Lenten Retreat
9-11 March, 2007

St. Francis Retreat House
Bethlehem, PA

UOL Educational Seminars
15 April, 2007

Annual Saint Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage
South Bound Brook, NJ

Church School Camp
24 June - 7 July, 2007

All Saints Camp - Ages 9-13
Emlenton, PA

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî
Ukrainian Orthodox Word

2007 College Student Mission Trip to Ukraine
30 May-17 June, 2007

Sponsored by Consistory Offices of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry and Mission and Christian Charity

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
July 30- 3 August, 2007

All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)
Emlenton, PA

Teenage Conference
8-21 July, 2007

All Saints Camp - Ages 13-18
Emlenton, PA

2007 March for Life
22 January, 2007
Washington, DC


