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From the Editor’s Desk..

Announssment!

As of January 2017 Ukrainian Orthodox Word is available
only in electronic format on our website. This is our first online-
only edition. There are some changes that we made to the
frequency of the publication. Since we are not limited anymore
by printing and mailing costs we would like to increase number
of issues per year to twelve or one issue per month. This will
help us to spread the news, epistles and articles more quickly.

For those parishioners who do not use internet we suggest
that parishes take upon themselves the responsibility to print
UOW for their use.

Oroaswshna!

MounmHatouum BXe Bif ciuHa 2017 poky YKpaiHCbke
MpaBocnaBHe CN0BO Myb6AIKYETHLCA TiIbKW Y €1eKTPOHHOMY
dopmaTi Ha Halwi iHTepHeT cTopiHui. Lle Halue nepLue BUAaHHS
fKe He APYKYETbCS. My 3pobuan gesaki 3MiHW LWoA0 BUAAHHS
XypHany, sike Tenep byge ny6nikysatucs womicaus. Lle Hagactb
HaM 3MOTy LWBKMALLe NMOWNPHOBATU HOBUHWN, apXUEPENCHKI
NOC/IaHHA Ta CTaTTi.

[Ana napadisH KOTpi He BXMBatOTb iIHTEPHET, MV MPOMOHYEMO
napadiam B3ATM Ha cebe BiANOBIAANbHICTb APYKY YIC AN HUX.

Ohrist i Raptizsd!

In the River Jordan! The event of baptism of Jesus Christ by
St.John the Forerunner is not a single event that we remember.
We celebrate the great manifestation of God, Theophany. God
the Father confirmed the ministry of Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit
descended and stayed upon Him. But here is where many people
find stumble block on the way of understanding Christian life. Why
was Jesus Christ led to the desert and was tempted by Devil? He
just had Holy Spirit that “stayed upon Him" and testimony of God
the Father: “ This is My Beloved Son in whom I'm well pleased”.
How can evil even get close to Him? Why did He fast 40 days?
Why did He pray often? Why was He crucified?

Then come many similar questions like - why do | have
to suffer in this life? When after | go to church, give alms, help
others, I'm fasting and praying, | drink Holy Water, receive
Holy Communion and | still suffer! Other questions relate to
the amount and frequency of prayer, confession, communion,
blessing of homes, etc.

The questions stated above arise only when we do not see
the whole picture but only individual pixels or very small part
of the picture. For one cannot tell how the picture looks just by
looking in one corner.

In order to see the whole picture we need to zoom out
by learning more about Jesus Christ, His Disciples and Saints
who were not concentrated on the suffering but where it leads
them to. In many cases suffering for Christ leads to proper
priorities,understanding, patience, awakening and love.

YKpaiHcbke MNpaBocnaBHe CnoBo
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besnepeuHo, Boga - He-
MMOBIipHa 3a CBOIMM BnacTu-
BOCTAMMU XiMiyHa cnonyka. 3
[aBHiX-JaBeH BOHa 3a/MLLUA€ETb-
C cakpaJibHUM CUMBONOM A/1A
6araTbOX HapoAiB. A TpaANLinHI
iCTOPIT NPO «MePTBY» Ta «XKUBY»
BOAY OTPMManun CBOE NOrivHe
NPOAOBXEHHA B AOCNiAaX Cy-
YaCHUX HayKoBLiB: XiMikiB Ta
odi3vkiB. Ang Bipyrouunx nwogen
BOJA TEX MA€E Heabusike 3HaUeH-
He. ICHYE HaBiTb «CBATa» BOJA.
Came nNpo Hei byaeMo roBopuTr
B Lil CTATTI.

Byayun XWUTTEBO HeOOBXiIAHOK NOAAM B
NMOBCAKAEHHOMY XWTTi, BOAa MaE 0CO6MBE 3HAYEHHS,
i BXe cama no cobi, Mae uinwowy cuny. NMpo ue
HeogHOpa30BO 3raaye CedaTe MNncaHHA. CyyacHUK
npopoka Ennces HeemaH AKocb «3aHypuBsca B MlopaaHi
CiM pas, 3a c1oBOM boxum, i Tino noro crano, gk Tino
Manoro xionugd , i cta. BiH uncTuii » (4 Llap. 5, 14). Mpo
Le X aeTbcs B EBaHrenii Big loaHa, fe po3noBijaeThbes
nNpo KynanbHIO 6ina 6pamun , e «AHren FocnoAHin y
NMeBHUIN Yac CXOAMB A0 KynasbHi B BOAY, i XTO MepLUni
BXOAMB Yy Hel nicna 36ypeHHs BOAW, TOW CTaBaB, Xou
61 AKy maB xBopoby » (IH. 5: 4) . A B kynaneHi Cinoam,
3a cnosom Xpucta CnacuTens, 3UiMBLUINCDL, NPO3PiB
cninoHapoaxXxeHni (IH. 9:2) .

Y HoBO3aBIiTHIlA Yac BoAa CAYXNUTb AYXOBHOMY
BiAPOJKEHHIO NOANHW B HOBe Ta 61arogatHe XUTTs
Ta AOMNOMAarae O4YuLEeHHIO Bijg rpixiB. Y po3MoBi 3
Hukogrmom Xpuctoc CnacnTesib rOBOPUTD : « ICTUHHO ,
iCTUHHO Kaxy Tobi: Ko XTo He HapoAUTLCA Big BOAW i
JAyxa , He moxe yBinTK B LlapctBo Boxe » (IB. 3, 5) . Cam
Xpuctoc Ha noyatky CBOro Cay>XiHHA MPUINHAB XpeLLeHHs
Big Npopoka loaHa MpeaTteui y Bogax piuku MopaaH. Lia
€BaHreIbCbKa MNogis LWopivyHo 3rajyeTbca Liepksoro 19
CiYHA Ha CBATO XpeLleHHs [ocnogHbLOrO.

Y TekcTax B60OrocnyxiHHA CBSiTa rOBOPUTbLCH, LLO
Focnogb «OUVLLIEHHSA BOAOD POy NHOACEKOMY JaPYE »;
«CTPYMKM OCBSITUB €CY MOPAAHCHKI, BNajy NOAO/aB ECU
rpixoBHy, Xprcre boxe Halu...».

LLlo maxke cBsama Bopa?

OcBsiveHa, abo cBfATa BoAa - Lie 3BMYaliHa YncTa
BOZa, NMPUPOAHOro MOXOAXEeHHS ( 3 Jxepena, o3epa,
pivukn, BOAONPOBOAY), KOTpa MNicnsa 3A4iMCHEHHSA Haj
Her CBALLEHHOZINCTBA OTPUMYE OCOBNNBI AyXOBHI
BNIAaCTMBOCTI, 34aTHi BNANBATU Ha AyXOBHI Ta Gi3nyHI
CUAN NOAUHWN. | XO4a MONEKYNAPHUIA Cknaj Takoi
BOZMW, 3a3BMYalA, He 3MIHIOETLCS | BUMIPHOBATU CTyMNeHb

«BNaroAaTHOCTI» TaKoi BOAN He €
PO3YMHWM, Ta A HE € MOXIVNBUM
y NpUHLMNI, BCe X, HaCiAKN
4ii boxoi 6narogati Ha Taky
BoAy oueBUAHI. lMicna csoro
OCBAYEHHSA BOJa JornomMarae
nAaM nopgonatun TinecHi
Ta AyweBHi HeMoui, a cama
3a/MWAETLCA AOBruUiA yac
HenigAaTHa 3akoHaM yacy. BoHa
He MJicHABIE | He BTpayae cBOro
NPUPOAHOrO CBIXOro BUMNSALY
HaBiTb Yepes pik abo I binbLue.

MpaBocnaBHi XpUCTUAHN
3yCcTpivaroTb Taknn peHoMeH, SK 3BUYaiiHe 4yao,
KOTpe NOBTOPHETLCA B HUX 3 POKY B pik. Moro npupoay
MOSICHUTU HE MOXYTb HalbiNbLUi HayKOBL, B TOM Yac, SK
BOHO LJIKOM peanbHe nic/is MOAUTBU HaBiTb MPOCTOro
CiNbCbKOrO CBALLEHHOCAYXXUTENS.

LLlo maxe ariacma?

peLbke CNOBO «agiasmay, 6y/10 LWTYUYHO CTBOpPEHe
nig yac nepeknagy Craporo 3aBiTy, Ta He 3yCTpiYaeTbCA
B aHTUYHMX aBTopiB. Y CentyariHTi (Nnepeknag Craporo
3aBiTy 3 €BpPeliCbKOi Ha AaBHbOTPeLbKy, 34iINCHEHN
y Il ct. [lo P. X.) nepefaeTbcsa B 3HAUEHHAX «CBATE
Micue, CBATUNLLE», «CBSATE MPUHOLLEHHS, CBATUHS». Y
BY3bKOMY, Cy4aCHOMY 3Ha4YeHHi BOHO 03Ha4a€ OCBAYEHY
HamepeAoAHi, Ta B caMuii feHb borosasneHHs Boay. A
OCKiNbKW B TpaauLii LlepkBu Take 0CBAYEHHS MAa€ Ha3By
«Benmkoro ocBAYeHHs BOAM», TO HacTo BOAY MiCsi Takoro
0CBAYEHHS Ha3nBalwTb «AriacMoto» abo «Benunkor
ariacmoto» - Benmkoto cBATUHe. BignoBigHO A0 LbOro,
BOAY, OCBAYeHYy B 6yAb-AKNI iHWWIA AeHb 33 YMHOM
«Manoro ocB4eHHs BOAM», 4aCTO Ha3nBarTb «Manoro
ariacmoto». OCBAYEHO (CBATOR) BOAOH 3/iICHHOETLCS,
B CBOIO Yepry, 0CBAYEHHS XpaMy, BCiX iHLWINX NpesMeTiB
LLlepPKOBHOIO BXUTKY, MOMELLKaHb, iKOH Ta 671aroc/10BeHb.

Bukopucmanma Ariacmmn

Benvka Ariacma, To6TO BOfa, OCBSAYEHA B f€Hb
BorosiBneHHs, B MNpaBocaaBHi LlepkBi KOPUCTYETLCA
0CO6/IMBOIO MOLLAHOK Ta YacTO BUKOPUCTOBYETLCS B
0CO6MBI MOMEHTU LYXOBHOIO XUTTH XPUCTUAHUHA.
3oKkpema, NopaaHCbky BOAY CMOXMBAKOTb HaTLlecepLe
pa3oM 3 npocdopoto (aHTUAOPOM) Y BUMAAKY, KON
iCHYIOTb KaHOHIUYHiI abo O6'eKTUBHI NMepeLKkoAn ANS
Mpuyacta. 3BiCHO, BOHa He Mae CUAN 3aMiHUTK
coboto TaiHCTBO EBXapuCTii, 0AHaK AaPYE NHOANHI
6narogaTtHi gapwu CeaTtoro [Jyxa, WO 3MIiLHIOOTb
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iT cunm A0 Yacy MOBHOLIHHOIO
Mpuyactd. Boga, 6yay4ym ob6pasom
6naroaati focnoAHbLOT, OUYULLAE
NOANHY Bif AYXOBHOI CKBEepHWU,
OCBAYYE Ta 3MILHIOE 1T Ha WIAXY
Ao LapcTtBa boxoro i BiyHOro
XUTTA Yy XpucTi. Bigomo umnmano
npuUKNagiB 4yAecHoro 3uifieHHs
nicnsa BXmBaHHA AriacMu. Tak B XKATTI
CBATOro npenogobHoro AMBpocis
ONTUHCBKOro OMNMCaHoO BUMAaZAOK,
AK Yy BiANOBi4b Ha MPOXaHHA Npo
MOJINTBY 3@ BaXXKOXBOPOro, CBATUN
nocnaB MOMY MJSLWKY 3i CBATOO
BOZOM0. Ha anBo, micna npuiiMaHHS
3 BipO0 Ta MOJIUTBOO, BE3HaZINHO
XBOPUI Ha AMBO NiKapiB 3ui11BCA
nosHicTo. OTXe, CBATY BOAY MOXHa
nUTK, MacTUTU XBOPI Micuda Ta
OKPOMJI0BATY NOMeLLKaHHS. Llikaso,
o TuNiKoH He 6a4nTb NepeLLKoAmn
BXWBAaHHA BOAW, HaBiTb AKLLO
NoAnHAa nepes UMM noina.

Homy Ha BorosBreHHA Bopa

OCBSUY€TbCs ABIHI?

Ha aymKy cyyacHUX niTypricTis,
Tpaauyisa ocBaYyBaTuM BOAY B
HaBeuip'a borosiBneHHs, MOBIpHO,
CAraE LWe peBHbOI XPUCTUAHCHKOrO
3BMYAI0 XPELLEeHHSA OronoLeHunx
nicna YTpeHHboi (PaHHbOI) cnyxom
boroaBneHHda, KoTpa 3 4Yacom
TpaHcpopmyBanacb B TPAAWL,iHO
3rafKku Npo xpeleHHs B MopaaHi
locnoga Haworo lcyca Xpucra.
A OCb NpakTMKa 3BepllyBaTK
Benvke ocBAyeHHs B caMUii feHb
borosiBneHHs TicHO Mos’'A3aHa 3
TPaANLERO NAaNeCTUHCBKNX XPUCTUSH
3BepLUYBaTU XpecHi xoau Ha MopaaH,
came Ha Te Micue, ge Bigbynoch
xpeLeHHs Cnacutens. Y Hall Yac Taki
6araToNIOAHI XPeCHi XOo4M OYOJOE
npaBoCaAaBHUN EPYCanNMCbKUN
MaTpiapx ®eodin Ta AyXOBEHCTBO
Cesatoro pagy. MMig vac ypouncroro
6orocnyxiHHsa lMaTpiapx ocBA4Yye
BOAM MlopaaHy Ta BUMYCKaE Ha BOIO
6inoCcHiKHOro ronyba.

TTpo 366ph"aHH51 0CBSUEHOL BOAN

Cnig nam’'atTatn, WO Xo4a
OCBSAYEHa CBALWEHNKOM BOJja 3
MPOCTOI Ta 3BUYAMHOI PiANHU, SIKOIO
nokputo b6inbwe 70 % nnaHeTwn

3eMNna, NepeTBOPHETLCA Ha
AOPOTOUiHHY CBATUHIO, a il HOBI
BNACTMBOCTI J03BO/SIOTL 36epirati
i1 6araTo poOKiB HeyLIKOAXEHOH,
340POBUIA TNYy34 PaAnTb MOBHICTHO
BNKOPUCTOBYBATN L0 BOAY A0 Yacy
HOBOr0 OCBAYeHHS. IMicas ocBAYEHHS
ii 36epiratoTb y HEBENVIKIN MasLLeYL
6ina JOMalLHBOro ikoHocTacy, Ta
CMNOXNBAKTb MO KibKa KOBTKIB
nicns paHKOBOroO MOJNTOBHOTO
npasuna, abo vacTiwe - B Mipi
notpebun. OcBAYeHy BOAY MOXHa
CMiNIBO, 3 MONUTBOI PO36aBNATU
HOBOI, HEOCBAYEHO, MiCAA YOro
BOHa byAe MaTy TakKi X YyAOAiNHI
B/1ACTUBOCTI, HIYOro He BTpavatoumn.
SKLLIO y Bac ariacMa 3 AKOICb MPUYNHN
3incyBanacb, TO He 060B'A3K0OBO
LA nopya MaEe AyxoBHe KOPiHHA.
Jy>ke yacTo To Nocys, y AKUn Ntoan
Ha3MBalTb BOAY, HELOCTATHbLO
4ncTuii. Tomy, Bipyrounm cnig 6ytu
JLy>Xe 06epexHNM Ta He ChoKyLIaTK
Bora, HanmoBHIOYM BENVKY CBATUHHO
B MOCYAWNHY CYMHIBHOI YNCTOTWU.
TumM He MeHLWe, y ByAb-SKOMY
BMNAZAKY, MPO MOAIOGHI BUNAaAKN Cig
060B'A3KOBO PO3MOBICTU AyXiBHUKY
Ha Halnbamxuin Cnosigi. Bunutm
3incoBaHy, ane KONCb OCBAYEHY
BOA4Y, CNiA Yy Micue, Ae HiXTO He
X04UTb. Jleski CBALLEeHHOCTYXNTeNI
peKOMEHAYTb BUKOPUCTATU
HenoTpibHY BXe OCBAYEHY BOAY
nij 4ac roTyBaHHSA 06i4y, uu
AN NignnBaHHA Ba3oHIB. Ansa
Bipyto4oi NOAVMHN Taka nopaga
3BYUUTb NO-6/H03HIPCHKN. Ariacmy
BUKOPWUCTOBYTb NuLIe Mpu
MPUroTyBaHHiI TicTa Ha npocdopwu.

Hebeaneuri MapHOBIiCTBa

Yy MOXHa BMKOPUCTOBYBATU
BOZY 3-Mif KpaHa B MOBYTOBUX LiinsAx
BoZy Ha boroasneHHA? Y MOXHa
npaTuv Ta MUTU nocyz? besnepeyHo,
npaTu Ta MUTU NOCYA OCBAYEHOO
B Xpami BOAOK He MOXHa 3aTe,
3BMYaNHOI BOAOK CNiAKyBaTX 3a
ririeHoto Tina, XWTna Ta BNACHOrO
nocyay notpiéHo 060B'A3KOBO.
Mpuyomy, Le ciig pobutn He nuwe
B VlopaaHcbkunii vac, ane i ysech
piK. AKLWO B AAKUX MiCTax BOAY
OCBSAYYHOTb Ha MiCbKOMY BOA0KaHaini,
TO B KpaHax ocBsYeHa BOJa Teye
JIILLIE ANSA TUX IF0AEN, XTO 3 MOBaXHOT

NPUYNHK He 3Mir 6yTn ocobucTto
NPUCYTHIM Ha OAHOMY 3i CBATKOBUX
BOAO OCBsivyeHb. s HeBipyruux,
a TakoX ANs TUX, XTO He MoTpanue
Ha 60rocNyXiHHS Yepes fiHOLi, Y
KpaHax Teye 3BMYaiiHa BOAA.

UYn 3aBxan cBsHeHa Bopa Aoriomarae?

Ceatutens ®eodaH 3aTBOPHUK
npo ue nuwe Tak: " Bes 6narogats,
wo nae Big bora yepes cBaATUI
XpecT, CBATI iIKOHW, CBATY BOAY, MOLLL,
oCBsiYeHUM xNib ( apToc, aHTUAoP,
npocdopwn ) Ta iH, BkAtouvaroum Cesite
Mpuyuacta Tina i Kposi Xpncrosux, -
M€ CUNY INLLIE A1 TUIX, XTO M AHNIA L€l
6narogaTi Yepes NokasiHHi MOANTBM,
NOKaAHHSA, CMUPEHHSHA, CNYXIHHA
JIOAAM, CNpaBu MUNOCEPAS Ta MPOSB
iHLIMX YeCHOT XPUCTUSHCbKKX. Ane
AKLLO X HEMAE, TO LS 6naroaaTb He
BPATYE, BOHA He Jli€ aBTOMATUYHO, AK
TanicMaH, i MapHa ANa HeyecTUBKX
i YABHUX XPUCTUSAH (6e3 uecHoT ) “.

U mpowlarombea Bei Tpixi ATOAMHI, Kompa

CKYNAETMbCAL B OTIOAOHLL HA VlopAaH?

pixn NAVHI NpoLWarTbCA
no Mmipi 1l Wmporo, cepaeyHoro
nokasiHH#, Cnosigi nepes AyXiBHNKOM
Ta 3 NoAanbLlNM BUMNPABIEHHAM
rpitHoro Xutrta. KynaHHa B
OMONOHUI Ue He LepKoBHUN, a
HapOAH W 3BUYal, 6e3 AKOro MOXHa
06iiTVCb, abCOMOTHO HIYOro He
BTPayaum B JYXOBHOMY XUTTI.
3BiCHO, KynaHHA B MiK 3UMOBUX
MOPO3iB Y KPVXaHili BO4i CBig4NTb
npo 6e3ymMOBHY Bipy AOAUHN B
0CO6MBICTE MOMEHTY Ta J0BIpY 40
bora. OgHak, LlepkBa He cxBantoe
HeBMMNpPaBAAHMX, HEPO3BAXIMNBUX
BUMHKIB, LLO MOXYTb MPUBECTU A0
HenepenbadyBaHMX pe3ynbTaTiB.
bory noTpi6Hi He MOpXXi 1 He NaBLy,
a N4V 3 YNCTUM cepLeM, KOTpi
nobnaTe bora Ta 6AMXKHBOro biNbLue
3a camux cebe. Ha npesenukuii
Xanb, 4Na TOro, Wwob byt Aobpum
XPUCTUAHMHOM, NPOCTO NaasBaTn y
KpWXaHin Bogi - 3amano.

Mpom. €s2eH 3.
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On the Use of Holy Water

During our entire life there is
a great blessing next to us - holy
water. Blessed water is a form of
God's grace: it cleanses the believers
from spiritual uncleanness and
sanctifies and strengthens them for
the spiritual struggle of salvation in
God.

We are immersed in it for the
first time at Baptism, when during
this mystery we are lowered into a
vessel filled with holy water. Holy
water of the mystery of Baptism
washes away sinful uncleanness of
man; it renews and revives him into
a new life in Christ. Holy water
is certainly present during the
blessing of churches and of all
objects used in church services,
during the blessing of residential
homes, buildings and any everyday
objects. We are sprinkled with holy
water in Processions of the Cross and
during moliebens.

On the day of Theophany every
Orthodox Christian brings home
a vessel with holy water, storing it
carefully as the greatest holy relic
and, with prayer, partakes of the holy
water at times of illness and various
infirmities. Holy water of Theophany,
as the Holy Communion, is taken by
the faithful only prior to eating or
drinking anything that day.

“Blessed water”, wrote the
luminary Dimitri Hersonsky, “Has the
power to sanctify souls and bodies
of everyone who makes use of it."
Partaken with faith and prayer, it
heals our bodily infirmities. Holy
water quenches the fire of passions
and drives away evil spirits - this is
why dwellings and all things, which
are being blessed, are sprinkled with
holy water.

Saint Seraphim, after (hearing)
confessions of pilgrims, always gave
them to drink from a cup of holy
water. Venerable Ambrose sent a
bottle with holy water to a terminally
ill person, and the incurable illness,

to the amazement of doctors, was
gone. The elder heiroschemamonk
Seraphim Vyritsky always gave advice
to sprinkle food products with holy
water from the Jordan River, which,
in his words, “by itself sanctified
everything.” When someone was
very ill, elder Seraphim blessed him
to take a tablespoon of holy water
every hour. The elder used to say that
there was no stronger medicine than
holy water and holy oil.

The First Bless ing of Water

Blessing of water was accepted
by the Church from the Apostles
and their successors. But the first
example was given by the Lord
Himself when He immersed Himself
into the Jordan River and made holy
the nature of water.

Water was not always in need
of sanctification. There were times
when everything on earth was pure
and holy. “And God saw every thing
that he had made”, says the book
of Genesis, “was very good” (Gen.1:
31)*. At that time, before the fall of
man, all was created by God's word,
all came to life through the Holy
Spirit that dwelled above the water.

Everything on earth bore the seal
of the God’s all-sanctifying blessing,
and because of this, earthly elements
served for the benefit of man: they
supported life and preserved the
body from destruction. Living in
these harmonious surroundings of
paradise, man, as promised by God,
was meant to be immortal, “For
God made not death” (Wisdom of
Solomon 1:13).

But man himself, through
association with an unclean spirit,
took into his soul the seed of
uncleanness. And then the Spirit of
God stepped away from the unclean
creation: “And the lord said, My spirit
shall not always strive with man,
for that he also is flesh” (Gen. 6:3).
Now, everything that the hands of
sinners touched became unclean,
everything became a weapon of
sin, and therefore was deprived of
God's blessing and was subjected
to damnation. The elements, that
previously served man, changed.
The earth now produced thorns and
wolves; the air, saturated with decay,
became dangerous and sometimes
lethal. Water, having turned into a
runoff of sewage, became contagious,
dangerous, and now in the hands of
God's righteous judgment began to
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act as a weapon of punishment of
the unrighteous.

But this does not mean that
mankind has been denied holy
water. The spring, brought out of a
mountainside by Moses streamed, of
course, not ordinary water but special
water. Not ordinary was the water in
the well of the Samaritan woman,
which had been dug out by the
forefather Jacob and later sanctified
by our Savior's conversation at this
source.

The idea of holy water
is encountered even in the Old
Testament: “and the priest shall take
holywater in an earthenvessel”(Num.
5:17). But water that is altogether
special runs in the Jordan River. Our
Lord Jesus Christ appeared on the
Jordan River in order to sanctify the
essence of water and to make it a
source of blessing for the mankind.
That is why at the time of Baptism
of our Lord in the Jordan River, it
was as if the wonder of creation was
repeated: the heavens opened up,
the Spirit of God descended, and
the voice of the Heavenly Father
was heard: “This is my beloved Son,
in whom | am well pleased”(Matt.
3:17). Thus, blessing of water took
place for the first time after the fall
of man into sin.

Why The Church Blesses Water

Why does the Church again and
again bless water, if it has already
been blessed by the Baptism of the
Son of God Himself?

We, the fallen, even though
renewed by God’'s grace, always,
until death carry within us the seed
of ancient sinful uncleanness, and for
that reason we are always capable
of sinning, and by this, we again and
again introduce into the surrounding
world uncleanness and decay. For
this reason, our Lord Jesus Christ,
having ascended into heavens, left
with us His living and life-giving
Word, granted the faithful the right
to bring down to earth the blessing
of the Heavenly Father through the
strength of their faith and prayer,
and sent down the Comforter Spirit
of Truth, Who is always present
in the Church of Christ, so that

despite the inexhaustible seed of
sin and uncleanness in the hearts of
mankind, the Church would always
have an inexhaustible source of
sanctification and life.

In keeping this commandment
of God, the Holy Church by the Word
of God, by means of holy mysteries
and prayers always blesses not only
the man himself, but also everything
that he uses in the world. By this
the Church limits the spread of the
sinful uncleanness and prevents
the multiplication of destructive
consequences of our sins.

The Church blesses land, asking
God for the blessing of fertility; it
blesses bread which serves us as
food and water which quenches
our thirst. Without blessing, without
sanctification, could this mortal food
and water sustain our life? “It is not
the growing of fruits that nourisheth
man: but that it is Thy word, which
preserveth them that put their trust
in Thee” (Wisdom of Solomon 16:26).
From this emerges the answer to the
question of why the Church blesses
water. By blessing water the Church
returns to the element of water its
original purity and holiness, and
through the strength of prayer and
the Word of God, brings down onto
the water the Lord’s blessing and
the grace of the Most Holy and Life-
giving Spirit.

Why Water is Blessed

in Specia[ Vessels

Like everything else in the
Church, the vessel in which the
blessing of water takes place carries
a great symbolic meaning.

Externally, this vessel resembles
a chalice for communion. The vessel
for the blessing of water is a large
bowl on a low stand with a round
base for placement on a table. On
the eastern side of the bowl there are
places where three candles are put at
the start of the blessing of water, in
the image of the Holy Trinity, which
sanctifies and enlightens people
by God's grace. As a vessel and
container of God's grace, the bowl for
the blessing of water approaches in
its symbolic meaning the eucharistic

cup - the chalice (translated from
Greek - a vessel for drinking)-- and,
like the chalice, signifies the Holy
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, in
Whose womb formed the human
nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The round base of the cup for the
blessing of the water symbolizes
the circle of the earthly Church, the
round cup itself, into which water
is poured, symbolizes the heavenly
Church, and both together they are
symbolic of the Mother of God, as
the most pure vessel of God's grace.

The baptismal bath possesses
the same basic symbolic meaning.
This vessel is also made to look like
a cup, but of a significantly greater
size than the vessel for the blessing
of water, and on a high stand.

How the Order of the Great
Sanc’ciﬁcation of Water Takes Place

The order of the blessing of water
which takes place during the feast day
of Theophany is called great because
of an especially festive ceremony,
imbued with the remembrance of the
Lord’s Baptism, in which the Church
sees not only the prototype of the
mystical washing away of sins, but
also the actual blessing of the nature
of water itself, through the immersion
into it of God in the flesh.

The Great blessing of water
sometimes takes place at the end
of Liturgy, after the prayer behind
the ambo, and sometimes at the
end of Vespers after the litany: “let
us complete our evening prayer.” It
takes place during Liturgy on the day
of Theophany, and also on the eve
of Theophany when the eve falls on
any day of the week besides Saturday
or Sunday. If the eve of Theophany
is on Saturday or Sunday then the
Great Blessing of Water takes place
at the end of Vespers. On the day of
Theophany itself (January 19/6) the
blessing of water takes place with a
festive Procession of the Cross known
as “procession to the Jordan”.

As on the eve of Theophany,
on the feast day itself, the clergy
go through the Royal Doors for the
blessing of water. Before the Cross
is carried out, a priest or a bishop in
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full vestments cense only the front
of the Cross three times. The Cross is
carried out (by a priest) on his head
accompanied by two candle bearers
and deacons with censers. One of the
clergymen carries the Holy Gospel.
They walk in this order towards large
vessels, which have been filled with
water ahead of time. Here, the priest
carrying the Cross takes it off his head.
At the water, he blesses in the four
directions with the Cross, and lays it
onthe covered and adorned table. The
congregation lights candles; the rector,
led by a deacon with a candle, censes
three times near the table, the icons,
the choir and the people.

The Great Blessing of Water is
begun with the singing of troparia:
“The voice of the lord crieth out over
the waters, saying: Come, receive ye
all the spirit of wisdom, the spirit of
understanding, the spirit of the fear
of God, even Christ who is made
manifest”, “To-day is the nature of
water sanctified”1 and others. Three
readings from the Book of the Prophet
Isaiah (35:1-10; 55:1-13; 12:3-6) are
read next. The great prophet of the Old
Testament thrice foretold the Lord's
Baptism in the Jordan River, which
took place at the junction of the two
Testaments. He expressed joy and
hope of the Church in the drawing of
water from the source of salvation:
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye
to the waters. Seek ye the lord while
He may be found, call ye upon Him
while He is near: let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the
lord, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God for He will abundantly
pardon” (Isaiah 55:1, 6-7).

After this the Epistle of the Apostle
Paul (1 Cor. 10:1-4) is read about the
mystical prototypical baptism of the
Judeans unto Moses in the cloud and
in the sea, and of their spiritual food
in the desert and the spiritual drink
from the Rock, which is an image of
the coming Christ. Finally, the Gospel of
Mark (Mark 1:9-12)is read in which the
Apostle tells about the actual Baptism
of the Lord.

How striking, lofty and divine is
the voice of the Church, with which
it calls the Lord from the heavens
unto our earthly waters! “Great art

Thou, 0 lord, and marvelous are Thy
works, and speech sufficeth not to
sing the praises of Thy wonders. For
Thou, by Thy will, from nothingness
hast brought all things into being;
by Thy majesty Thou dost uphold all
creation, and by Thy providence Thou
dost direct the world. All the reason-
endowed powers tremble before Thee.
The Sun singeth Thy praises, and the
Moon glorifieth Thee; the Stars, also,
stand before Thy presence. The light
obeyeth Thee. The depths shudder
with awe before Thee; the water-
springs do Thy bidding. Thou hast
spread out the heavens like a curtain.
Thou hast established the earth upon
the waters. With sand hast Thou walled
in the sea. Thou hast shed abroad the
air for breathing. The Angelic Powers
serve Thee. The Archangelic hosts
adore Thee. For Thou, the God which
cannot be circumscribed, who artfrom
everlasting and ineffable. Wherefore
do Thou, 0 King who lovest mankind,
come down now also through the
descent of Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify
this water.” 2

Censing over the water may take
place at this time. The priest blesses
the water with his hand three times
at the time of reading of these words:
“Wherefore do Thou, 0 King who
lovest mankind, come down now also
through the descent of Thy Holy Spirit,
and sanctify this water”.

In addition to the immersion of
the precious Cross into the water three
times, the great agiasma (in Greek,
“holy”, is the name given to the water,
sanctified during the Great Blessing of
Water) is also blessed by the sign of the
Cross, and by more powerful and more
complex prayers and hymns, than
during the Lesser Blessing of Water,
which is done during molebens.

“Wherefore do Thou, O King
who lovest mankind, come down
now also through the descent of
Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this
water. And impart unto it the grace
of redemption, the blessing of Jordan.
Make it a fountain of immortality, a gift
of sanctification, a remission of sins, a
healing of infirmities, a destruction of
demons; unapproachable by hostile
powers, filled with angelic might.”
Here it is being requested that water
be filled with angelic might, and if this

is being requested then, with faith, the
acquisition of such mystical power by
the water is possible - and will occur.

“...Filled with angelic might. And
may it be unto all those who shall
draw it, and shall partake of it unto the
purification of their souls and bodies,
unto the healing of their passions,
unto the sanctification of their houses,
and unto every expedient service. Do
Thou, the same Master, sanctify now
also this water by thy Holy Spirit. Grant
also unto all who shall be sprinkled
therewith, and shall partake thereof,
and shall anoint themselves therewith,
sanctification, blessing, purification
and bodily health,” the priest prays
with these powerful and commanding
words. But before this, a deaconraises
almost the same supplications:

“ That these waters may be
sanctified by the power, and effectual
operation, and descent of the Holy
Spirit, let us pray to the lord.

That there may descend upon
these waters the cleansing operation
of the super-substantial Trinity. That
he will endue them with the grace of
redemption, the blessing of Jordan, the
might, and operation,

and descent of the Holy Spirit.

That the lord our God will send
down the blessing of Jordan and
sanctify these waters.

That this water may be unto the
bestowing of sanctification; unto the
remission of sins; unto the healing
of soul and body: and unto every
expedient service.

That this water may be a fountain
welling forth unto life eternal.

That it may manifest itself
effectual unto the averting of every
machination of our foes, whether
visible or invisible.

For those who shall draw of it
and take it unto the sanctification of
their homes.

Thatit may be for the purification
of the souls and bodies of all those
who, with faith, shall draw and partake
of it.

That he will graciously enable us
to perfect sanctification by participation
in these waters, through the invisible
manifestation of the Holy Spirit, let us
pray to the lord.”
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After reading all prayers, the
priest immerses the precious Cross
into the water thrice, holding it upright
with both hands while singing the
troparion of Theophany: “When Thou
wast baptized in the Jordan, O lord,
the worship of the Trinity was made
manifest; for the voice of the Father
bare witness to Thee, calling Thee His
beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form
of a dove confirmed the certainty of
the word. 0 Christ our God, Who hast
appeared and hast enlightened the
world, glory be to Thee."6 The priest
takes the vessel with holy water and
the aspergillum and sprinkles in all
directions in the form of a cross. After
this, the people come up to kiss the
Cross and the priest sprinkles each
person with holy water.

St. John Chrisostom has said
that the water of Theophany remains
unspoiled for many years, being fresh,
pure and pleasing, as if it has been
drawn from a living spring at this
moment. This is the miracle of God's
grace, which even now everyone can
seel

According to Church belief,
agiasma is not merely water of
spiritual significance, but a new
being, a spiritual-corporeal being, an
intertwining of heaven and earth, of
grace and matter, and a close one at
that. This is why the Great agiasma
according to church canons is viewed
as a kind of a lower degree of Holy
Communion: in those cases, when
a penance and a prohibition against
approaching (to receive) the Holy Body
and Blood is imposed on a member
of the Church due to committed sins,
there is a provision, usual to canons:
“He may drink agiasma only".

Many mistakenly think that water,
blessed on the eve of Theophany and
water, blessed onthe day of Theophany
are different, butin actuality, the same
order of the Great Blessing of Water is
used both, on the eve and on the day of
Theophany. The water of Theophany
is a holy relic that should be found in
the home of every Orthodox Christian.
It is carefully kept in the holy corner
next to icons.

How Water is Blessed During
Molebens Requested by the Faithful

Besides the water of Theophany,
the Orthodox Christians often use water
that was blessed during molebens.
Moleben singing or moleben prayer
service is a special service at which we
ask the Lord, the Mother of God and
the saints to send us mercy, or thank
God for the good things we receive.
Molebens are served in church or in
private homes.

In church, molebens are served
after Liturgy and when needed and
requested by the faithful. To these
molebens belong prayers for the
blessing of various objects, for the
healing of the sick, for travelers on a
long journey, for the soldiers, etc. The
order of the lesser blessing of water
usually takes place during molebens.

Lesser blessing of water is also
conducted by the Church on the day
of Procession of the Life-giving Cross
and on the day of Mid-Pentecost, when
the words of the Savior, full of the
deepest mystery, spoken by Him to the
Samaritan woman are remembered:
“whosoever drinketh of the water that
| shall give him shall never thirst; but
the water that | shall give him shall be
in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life” John 4:14).

For the lesser blessing of water,
a covered table is placed in the middle
of the church, onto which a vessel
with water is placed as well as a Cross
and the Gospel. Candles are lit in
front of the vessel. After the priest's
exclamation, the 142nd psalm is
read: “O Lord, hear my prayer.”, then
“God is the lord.” and the tropars are
sung: “Unto the Birth-giver of God
let us sinners and humble ones now
diligently have recourse.”, “Never, O
Birth-giver of God, will we unworthy
ones cease to proclaim thy powers.”
At this time the priest censes the
water in the shape of the cross. After
the reading of the 50th psalm “Have
mercy on me, O God."”, the tropars
and a litany, a censing of the church
or home takes place.

Next, a prokimen is sung and
the Epistle is read, in which St. Paul
speaks about Christ: “Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of flesh

and blood, He also himself likewise
took part of the same; that through
death He might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil;
and deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage. For verily He took not
on him the nature of angels; but He
took on him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all things it behoved Him
to be made like unto His brethren, that
He might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining God,
to make reconciliation for the sins
of the people. For in that He Himself
hath suffered being tempted, He is
able to succor them that are tempted”
(Hebrews 2:14-18).

After that the Gospel is read:
“Now there is at Jerusalem by the
sheep market a pool, which is called
in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda,
having five porches. In these lay a
great multitude of impotent folk, of
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the
moving of the water. For an angel went
down at a certain season into the pool,
and troubled the water: whosoever
then first after the troubling of the
water stepped in was made whole
of whatsoever disease he had” (John
5:2-4).

Alitanyisintoned: “In peace letus
pray to the lord”, in which supplications
are raised for the sanctification of
water. Usually, at this time the water
is being censed. Next, the priest reads
the prayer of the blessing of the water.

Sometimes a special prayer is
read: “O God, whose name is great,
who works countless wonders, come
today, O Master, to Thy servants who
pray to Thee, and send Thy Holy Spirit
and sanctify this water, and to Thy
servants, who drink it, and partake
of it, and are sprinkled with it, grant
the transformation of passions, the
remission of sins, healing of illnesses,
release from all evil, support and
blessing of homes, cleansing of all
uncleanness and driving away the
tricks of the devil. For blessed and
glorified is Thy most precious and
magnificent Name, of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now
and ever, and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.”

After the reading of the prayers,
the priest, having taken the precious
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Cross, with the Crucifixion facing
him, makes a motion in the shape of
the cross on the surface of the water
with the lower part of the Cross, then
submerges the entire Cross into
the water. At this time the tropars
are sung: “O Lord, save Thy people.”
(thrice) and “Make us worthy of Thy
gifts.” After that, the priest kisses
the Cross removed from the water
and sprinkles everyone present and
the entire church. Those who are
present venerate the cross, and the
priest sprinkles each person. After the
blessing of water, everyone who has
requested the moleben may receive
holy water.

Why the Church Prays
for Springs of Water

“The principal things for the
whole use of man’s life are water, fire,
iron, and salt, flour of wheat, honey,
milk, and the blood of the grape, and
oil, and clothing. All these things are
for good to the godly: so to the sinners
they are turned into evil” (Ecclesiasticus
39:32-33).

“... What gift is as necessary for
us as water?”, says the hieromartyr
Hippolytus of Rome. “Everything is
washed by water, and nourished, and
cleansed and irrigated. Water moistens
the earth, produces dew, enlarges
grapes, leads the grain to ripeness.
What more is there to say? Without
water nothing visible to us can exist;
water is so necessary that while other
elements have their dwelling under
heavens, it [water] obtained for itself a
place above the heavens. The Prophet
himself testifies to this, crying out: “
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and
thou water that art above heavens”
(Psalms 148:4).

The Church, with an ardent
prayer, appeals to the Lord to summon
water, sweet and plentiful, from the
depths of the earth. Well water is not
ordinary, for “the digging of a well” is
accomplished with special prayers of
a priest and sanctified with a special
ceremony. “Grant unto us water in
this place -- sweet and tasty, sufficient,
therefore, for our needs, and safe for
consumption...”, thus prays the priest,
who is the first to start digging the well.

Aspecial prayer is said again over
a well that has been dug: “O Creator
and Fashioner of all things. Send down
Thy heavenly blessing on this water in
this well, and by Thy divine, powerful
and mighty right arm banish from it
every contrary action and activity of
the devil. And unto all that shall take
and drink of it, and shall wash with it,
grant that it be for health and for the
transformation of every suffering and
infirmity, and for the healing of every
sickness.”

Ordinary well water becomes
an object of devotion and a
wonderworking object at that, “water
for the health and transformation”.
A multitude of springs, wells and
sources are known, where through
the prayers of saints, flows water
possessing greater blessing than the
waters of Bethesda of Jerusalem. Not
only drinking this water, but also even
immersion into water of these sources
brings a multitude of healings and
miracles.

The Church has always conducted
and today conducts blessing of water
of public springs, rivers and lakes. This
water flows into reservoirs and then
into the water pipes of our apartments.
It may be affirmed that there is not a
single stream of water in the world,
that has not been sanctified, spiritually
fertilized by prayer, made beneficial,
and consequently, that is not life-giving
and saving to people, animals, birds
and earth itself.

If we always acted as the Church
and the Word of God taught us, then
these beneficial gifts of the Holy Spirit
would always be poured out on us,
then every source (of water) would
be a source of healing of infirmities
of the body and soul, every cup of
water would serve for cleansing, and
enlightenment, “water for the health
and transformation”, holy water. But
this does not occur. One becomes
sick from water; water becomes a
dangerous, lethal and destructive
element. What of tap water-even holy
water does not help us!

Are the prayers of the Church
powerless? When God intended to
punish the world with water, He said
to Noah: “The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, |

will destroy them with the earth. And,
behold, I, even |, do bring a flood of
waters upon the earth, to destroy all
flesh, wherein is the breath of life,
from under heaven; and every thing
that is in the earth shall die” (Gen.
6:13,17). These words can be applied
to our times. One should not be
surprised that water does not heal
and does not bring benefit. What is so
surprising, when the highest Mystery,
the Eucharist - the Body and Blood
of our Lord - serves many not for
salvation, but for condemnation. “For
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to
himself, not discerning the Lord's
body” (1 Cor. 11:29).

Miracles and healings do occur
in our days, but only to those who are
deserving of the wonderworking action
of holy water, who receive it with living
faith in God's promise and in the power
of prayer of the Holy Church, to those
who have a pure and sincere desire for
change of their lives, for repentance
and salvation. God does not work
miracles where they only want to be
seen out of curiosity, without sincere
intention to utilize them for salvation.
“A wicked and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign; and there shall
no sign be given unto it.” (Mat. 16:4),
says the Savior about His unbelieving
contemporaries.

In order for holy water to bring
benefit, let us take care of the purity of
our souls, of the light in our thoughts
and deeds. And let us lift up this prayer
in our minds and in our hearts every
time we come in contact with holy
water.

Prayer Befove Partaking of
Prosphora and Ho ly Water

O Lord, my God, may Thy
holy gift and Thy holy water be for
the remission of my sins, for the
enlightenment of my mind, for the
strengthening of my soul and body,
for the health of my soul and body,
for conquering of my passions and
infirmities, according to Thy mercy
that has no limit, through the prayers
of Thy Most Pure Mother and all Thy
saints. Amen.
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Sts. Peter and'wPaulekramlan-Orthodox Church
in PalosxPark IL Celebrates-thefFeast of Holy
Protomartyr Stephen With Vladyka Daniel

This winter has been quite unusual with jumping
temperature from fifties to below zero in Fahrenheit and
with little to no snow at all. At first it seemed like we were
going to have the Nativity of Jesus Christ without snow at
all. This would be the first time since | remember myself.
However, snow did fell; we had white Christmas on the third
day of Nativity.

This Year's calendar was quite unique as well. Christmas
and New Year both fell on a Sunday. The Feast of the Nativity
of Our Lord and God Jesus Christ fell on a Saturday. Therefore,
parishioners and friends of our parish had no reason not to
come and celebrate all together the feast of the Feasts. Even
though the temperature was bitterly cold, the temple of Sts.
Peter and Paul was overfilled with worshipers, standing room
only. The magnificent choir beautified the services with its
singing of Festal Divine Liturgy followed by joyous caroling.
The service was spiritually uplifting. Nicely decorated temple,
burning candles, chatter of wrestles kids all added up to the
glorious celebration. After the Divine Liturgy, faithful and
guests of Sts. Peter and Paul enjoyed delicious banquet in
honor of the Newborn King. Children of Sunday school were
visited by St. Nicholas, who couldnt doitin December due to
his very busy schedule and weather conditions. The story of
St. Nicholas was read by children to the delight of the filled
church hall.

The second day of Nativity, the Synoxis of the Mother
of God, was celebrated on the following day, Sunday. The
celebration continued with the Divine Liturgy and more caroling.

On the third day of Nativity we were blessed with a
visit of His Eminence Archbishop-Elect Daniel - President of
the Consistory; Ruling Hierarch of the Western Eparchy. His
Eminence Daniel accompanied by Fr. lvan Lymar, pastor of
St. Volodymir cathedral in Chicago, IL and Very Rev. Fr. Vasyl
Sendeha of Sts Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Churchin
Palos Park, IL led the faithful in the Divine Liturgy, honoring St.
Stephen the Protomartyr. After the Divine Liturgy everyone

was invite to carol at the rectory and to enjoy provided
luncheon. Attending parishioners and guests had the
opportunity to venerate the actual relics of St. Stephen, which
were brought by Vladyka Daniel. His Eminence, preached to
us about the first martyr Stephen and what it really means
to be the real follower of Christ, who is willing to sacrifice his
life for Christ. He spoke of love which made St. Stephen be
able to do what he has done to preach Christ through His life
until the very last breath. Real examples of living in the love
of Christ were shared by His Eminence. If those people were
capable of spreading Christ's love thorough their actions of
compassion, so we too can share Christ's love with the others
by being Christ to those who are in need.

I had this wonderful opportunity to witness the power
of Christ's love in action, as His Eminence Daniel along with
seminarian Ihor Protsak and my family made surprise visit
to carol at a house of a homebound Josephine Hobert. You
could see the tears of joy in her eyes as her first to be missed
Christmas, was not missed anymore. According to her own
words, she was going to miss Christmas celebration at the
Church for the very first time, because of mobility issues, but
the Christmas was brought to her. The true spirit of Christmas
filled the house as carol after carol was song with such a joy
by everyone present. All of a sudden it turned to be so warm
and cozy in the house... filled with the love of the Newborn
King, Jesus Christ our Lord. He was indeed among us, you
could feel His presence. This feeling is hard to describe, but
it felt heavenly. If this unique, awesome feeling is a pre-taste
of His Heavenly Kingdom, we have a lot to look forward to.

| wish you all to have such experience this Nativity
Season. We all can achieve that by simple sharing of Christ's
love with those who surround us. But first, we have to except
His love by submitting our hearts to Him. Surrender to Christ’s
love and He will lead you to experience the sweetness of His
Heavenly Kingdom, yet here, on this earth.

Fr. Vasyl Sendeha
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bor Nocnoab Xpucroc
HemoBnsm, NOBUTVM NeneHamu
B Acnax, 3'asBmBca y ¢BiT. | Jia
Mapia cxnnunacsa Hag Hum...
MpecBsaTa Matu, ska nocnyxmna
«Besineln bnaroyecta TaliHe», B
L0 MUTb Mi3Hana BCHO BUCOTY
pazocTi, ToMy wWo bor sBuBCA
nwaam y naoti. | BoHa ogHa
TpeneTHO BiA4yna BCHO FINOUHY
ropst XpecHoro LWAsAxy, Ha Skuia
cTynana 3 HemMoBnAM Ha pyKax...

BocbMoro civHg, y AeHb
BLaHyBaHHA MaTtepi boxoi,
HenopouHoi disn Mapii, Aka
nocnyxmna TaEMHWLi BTiIeHHSA
CnHa boxoro, npaBngayuni
apxuepen 3axigHoi €napxii
ynu CLWA apxienwnckon-
HOMiIHaHT [laHWin 3BepLInB
boxecTtBeHHY JliTyprito B
YKpaiHcbkomy MpaBoc/iaBHOMY
xpami MpecsaTtoi Tpinyi B
BeHcensun, /1 3a Ty4acTio
HacToATend MUTPOPOPHOTO
npoTtoieped borgaHa KanunHioka,
npoToiepea AHapia LenbBaxa Ta
NpoToAnaKoHa AHApia ®poHyaka.
Xop xpamy (pereHT - Tapac PyseHko)
nifHeceHo i HaTXHEHHO CnaBuB
PizaBo XpucToBe. 3a BorocnyxxiHHAM
MONINANCS YicneHHi napadisgHn i xpam
6yB 3aMOBHEHWA MPUXOXaHaMU
i mapadisHamum, naHyBas
CBATKOBUI NifHECeHWN HacTpiin,
Bipyroumx ob’egHana Bennka nogis
- HapoaxeHHA BOroHeMoOBAATH
XpucTa. Bci y xpami Biguysann boxy
NPUCYTHICTb | Ty pagicTb 6narogari
Ta Nt060Bi, WO nojapysBano Ham
npuwecta Cnacutensa ceity. Xpam
EAVNHUMU YCTaMU | EANHVM cepLiem

cnisa. xBany Til, ka ctana Martip'to
MpeagiuHoro bora.

Bnagwnka faHwnin npueitas
Bipyroumx 3i cBsiToM: «Hexai Pi3gso
XpucToBe 3irpie Bac fo6poM i
ntoboB'to! Hexal wacTta i cnokin
0CeNATbCS B KOXHI A0MIBLLI, Hexal
locnoAb 61aroC/I0BUTE HaLLy 3eMJTH0
MUpOM!»

Kosim Korocb no-crnpaBXHbLOMY
No6ULW, TO HaKpaLM L0Ka30M
LbOro € cNpaBu i Aii, MoeAHaHI
3 MOJIMTBO. XOP rpomMaau nig
KepiBHMUTBOM Tapaca PyzaeHka i3
nicHecniBamy KonsA0K NpuBiTaB
BNafvKy Ta napadisH Bigpasy nicns
3aKkiH4YeHHSA JliTypril. «Xpmncroc
HapoAauBcs!» - nyHano nig
CKNeniHHAM Xpamy, ay BiANOBIAb
pagicHo 3By4ano: «CnasimMo
Viorol»

Micns Pi3gBAHOro KOHLEepTy
xopy, napadignbHa ynpaBa
Ta rpomMaga opraHisyBanwu
CBSAITKOBUIA 06ij 3 Haroam cBsTa
Ta NpubyTTS BAaANKMN.

HoBa pagictb cTana,

fka He byBana:

Hag BepTenom 3Bsi3ga AcHa

CaiTy 3aciana...

AHrenbCbKi CUAK i pig N ACBKNIA
npocnaenaoTb Focnoaa, i Moro
Nto60B He Mae Mex. HaneBHO, TOMy
Pi3aBo XpucTOBeE B HApPOZi Ha31BakoTh
3nmoBoto lMacxoto.

«XpucTtoc Hapoavecal CnasiMo
Vorol» - nyHanu pagicHi cnosa Ao
BEUOpa y xpami.

MpUIAAITE | NOKNOHIMCS XpUCTY,
HapogyxeHoMy y nnoTi, 3i CMUPeHHM
cepuem aakyroun Momy 3a 110608 40

C... Mocniwarmo a0 Hboro, Wob6
ocBATYB Hac CBOE 6raroaaTTio.
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As we have entered into Nativity season the joy and
peace is felt in the hearts of so many people of Ukraine
which have received a Humanitarian Support from St.
Andrew's Society and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA.

Last year, St. Andrew's Ukrainian Orthodox Society
and the Consistory Office of Christian Charity collected
and delivered the necessary aid to the poor families,
orphanages, numerous refugees, elderly, wounded
soldiers and displaced families with children. So far
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA was able to
distribute over 800 Ibs. of clothing donated by the faithful
and clergy of the Church. UOC of USA is firmly committed
to supporting Ukraine, respond to humanitarian and
reconstruction needs.

Recognizing the important works of the St Andrew’s
Society and Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA a
special gratitude was expressed in Thank You Cards and
Christmas Greetings from many families, orphanages
of Ukraine to entire UOC of USA, to His Eminence
Archbishop-Elect Daniel and to Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay
the President of St. Andrew's Society.

With your continued support, St. Andrew's Society
and UOC of USA will be collecting and delivering necessary
aid to the needy and will be able to accomplish many
other projects in 2017.
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Y uew Pi3aBsiHWIA Nepiog pagicTb i MUP Big4yBa€ETbCH
B cepusax 6araTbox AtoAen B YKpaiHi, aki oTpumanu
rymaHiTapHy gornomory Big ToBapuctea CBATOro AHApPIs
Ta YKpaiHcbkoi MNpaBocnasHoi Llepksun CLLA.

MuHynoro poky YkpaiHCbKe [lpaBocCnaBHe
TosapucTeo CBATOro AHAPIS Ta BiaAin XpUCTUAHCBEKOTO
Mwnocepaa npu KoHcucTopii 3i6pann Ta goctaBuan
HeobXigHY AomnmoMory BiAHUM CiM'M, CUPOTUHLAM,
NOASM NMOXWIOro BiKy, MOpPaHeHWM conjaTtam Ta
6ixeHuaM. YkpaiHcbka lMNpaBocnasHa Llepksa CLUA
focTaBuaa 6inbLu Hix 800 PyHTIB ogAry noxxepTByBaHi
BipHVMW Ta gyxoBeHcTBOM Llepksu. YTL, CLUA nocTiriHO
nNiATPUMYE B YKPAiHi TUX XTO B NOTpebi, ryMaHiTapHO0
Ta MaTepiasbHON AOMOMOrolHo.

3a BesinKi 3acnyrn ToBapucTBa CBATOro AHAPIA Ta
YkpaiHcbkoilNpaBociaBHoi Liepksu CLLIA 6yna BrcnoBneHa
ocobnvea noggakay Jinctiekax Ta PizgsaHux MNpuBiTaHHAX
Bif 6araTboX CiMel, AUTASYNX BYANHKIB YKpaiHX YCiM
napadiaHam YML, CLUA, BucokonpeocBsLleHHiLLoMy
Apxienuckony-HoMiHaHTy JaHuniny Ta NpoTOAUNAKOHY
Iropy Maxnato ronosi ToBapuctsa CB. AHAPIA.

3a Bawoi nigTprmMku, TosapuncTeo CB. AHApIA Ta YTIL
CLUA 6yae 36upaTn i [OCTaBAATY HEOBXIiAHY fOMOMOry
noTpebytoymm Ta byse B 3MO3i BUKOHATX 6araTo iHLWKX
3ansaHoBaHMX nNpoekTisy 2017 poui.
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YoTrpHaguaTe CiuHs Bil3HaveHe TpboMa NPasHuKamu:
cBsiToM O6pi3aHHs [0CMNOAHBOrO, AHEM MaM'ATi CBATUTENS
Bacunia Besvkoro i nepLumm gHem HoBOro poky 3a ctapum
cTunem, ski TiICHO NOB'A3aHi MK CO6010. 3paHKy YKpaiHCbKi
npaBoOCAaBHI XpUCTUAHK M. JToC AHZXenecy, LWTaTy
KanidopHis sibpanncsa y CesaTo-Bonognmmpcskomy cobopi
Ha boxecTBeHHy JliTyprito.

TpuHagudaTe CiyHA -AeHb npenofobHoi MenaHii
PrmMnsHKW. Y HaBeuip’s HOBOro poky y xpamax 3BepLUyoTb
ypouncTi borocnyxiHHA Ha 3akiH4UeHHA CTaporo poky.
Jroan fakyroTb Focnogy 3a OTpMMaHi acku i NpocaTe
61aroCIOBEHHS Ha Yac NpUIALELLHIA. TPUHAALATOrO CiUHSA B
YKpaiHi cBaTkytoTh i LLleapwnii Beuip. | 3ByyaThb XUTTEPAZiCHI
LLIeApiBKM, FOCMOAApIB BiTat0Thb, 6axarouu LLacTs, fobpa Ta
3/10pOB'A Ha ManbyTHE... HacTynmHOro AHs BpaHLi NpUIAHATO
3aciBaTu 3epHOM ocefi...

YoTMpHaAUATOro CiuHs ntoaun sinwnnca o Ceato-
Bonognmunpcbkoro cobopy Ha boxectBeHHy JliTyprito
Bacunist Benvkoro, HanmcaHy camum CBATUTENEM, AKY
3BepLuMB MpaBnauunin apxueperi 3axigHol €Enapxii YL,
CLUA Bnaguka [anwin, y cniBcayXiHHi HacToATens xpamy
npotoiepein Bacuna CaBuypa. CBATKOBUA, NijHECEHWIA
HacTpili, ypouncTa 61arorosiriHa T1LLa, HenepesepLUEeHWT
cniB xopy (pereHT Jebpa Kacnepcbka)... YataHHsA CBATOrO
€saHrenis Bij Jlykn, MOUTOBHO CXUeHi rososu... Ocb
NIYHaKOTb LLEeZPiBKN, CMOBHIOKOUN CepLs HOBUMW HaZAIsSMU
Ta AyXOBHUMU cunamu... TaiHcTBo CesAToro lMpuyacts,
6narogatHe 3any4yeHHs Aywi A0 BiYHOro XUTTA... [o
npuiiHATTA Tina i Kposi XpncToBmx npuctynaroTb 4iTn 3

6aTbkamu... Ha cepui - pagictb, a B Aywi - mup... Jlroam
AsKytoTb [ocnogy 3a WeApoTu | NpocaTb 61arocIoBUTH
«BiHeLb HAaCTynak4oro itax. Y cobopi lyHae baratorosoce
MHOFONITTSI, 0COBAMBO OAHIN i3 HalcTapLumx napadisHoK
rpomagwv - naHi KatepuHi lax 3 Haroam 1i 95-Tm niTT4...

Bnaavka [aHuin Ta HacTosTens Xxpamy npoToiepei
Bacnnb CaBuyp NpviBiTany Bipyroumx 3i CBATOM, LLIO MOESAHYE
TpW Npa3HuKa. Ha BoCcbMUi feHb Bif HapOoakeHHs [ocnojb
Haw Icyc XpucToc BignosigHo fo CTapo3aBiTHOro 3aKoHY
npuiiHaB O6pi3aHHs - MPo06pas XpeLLeHHs. bynn npoauTi
Kpanni HarceaTiwoi Kposi FocnogHbOi 3a rpixuv M0AChKi...

Liboro x AHs, 14-ro CiyHs, My BLLAHOBYEMO NaM'ATb
cBATUTENs Bacunia Benwkoro, akuiA 3anuwmnB nNo cobi
BENNYE3HUIA AYXOBHUIA CNaZoK, Mi3HABLUM Pi3HI HayKW i
HaNronoBHiLy - icTHY boxy. Mu 3rasyemo cBsaTUTENA
boxoro, Benvkoro 60rocs10ea i BUEHOro, NanKoro 3aX1CHKKA
npaBoC/iaBHOI Bipy i HEBTOMHOTO nactmpsa Lepksu
XpucToBoi. Bnaguka AaHuin 3ymis npuemstu 4o napadii
Mol cB. Bacunia Benukoro i uncneHHi napadigHn many
Harozy MOJIMTOBHO NMPUKNACTLACA 40 CBATYHI.

CBSATKOBY pafiCTb MOCUIIOE | 3yCTPIY NepLloro AHA
HoBoro poky 3a ctapum ctunem. MapadisHu Ta rocti micta
CNlyXatoTb HaTXHEHHY NPOnoBiAb BRafuku JaHuina: «Mwn
CbOrOZHi MPOXOANMO PYBidK yXOBHOIO XUNTTS, 3aMLLAEMO
no3sagy MUHyni AHi. | Le BaX/MBO 419 HaLLoi 60royrogHoi
LYMKW: MW OLHIOEMO 4ac, KU MUHYB, AyMatoudn npo
MaMByTHE. MU - HacenbHUKN L€l 3eMAi, i KOXHUIA piK
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Nashi Predky — Our Ancestors
Ukrainian Genealogy Workshop

Rediscovering
Your Family
Stories

Workers at a li quarry near Bellefonte, Pa., circa 1910.
This scene was repeated in the many mines, mills, and railroad shops
of Western Pennsylvania where many early Ukrainian immigrants
found work. Photo courtesy of Justin Houser.
Featured topics Featured speakers
The Basics of Ukrainian Genealogy Justin Houser
Finding and Using Ukrainian Church Records Michael Buryk
The Aliens Are Coming: USCIS Record Sets Rich Venezia
History of Lemkos, Boykos, and Hutsuls Michelle Chubenko

Using Gazetteers, Directories & Schematisms for
Eastern European Research

Saturday, May 6th, 2017

Informative talks, answers to your questions from

Ukrainian American Citizens’ Club recognized experts, time to network with fellow

genealogists (who may have family from the same
302 Ma!nSﬁeld Boulevard region or village as you), as well as breakfast and
Carnegie, PA15106 lunch, all for only $55!

Register online: NashiPredky.org/workshop
Save $10 if you register before March 31st!

genealogy@UkrHEC.org www.NashiPredky.org
732-356-0132

The Ukrainian Historical

and Educational Center
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CBHTO.,BOJIO_AI/IMI/IpCbKOMy

YKpalHCbKOMY HpaBOCJIaBHOMy C060p1 M. ‘llKaro

PisgBo XpunctoBe 0CHA40
3eM/1o, i CBIT HAaMOBHWBCS BEINKOKO
pagicTio! «bor focnoab i ABucA
HaM..» Mn 3ycTpiyaemMo Benuke
cBATO BoxecTBeHHOI N060OBI A0
NOACTBA, CBATO Jo6pa, 3naroam Ta
CBiTNAa. | NyHa€E B Xpamax aHrenbCbKa
nicHa: «Cnaea y BuwHix Bory i Ha
3eM/1i MUp, B IFOAAX 61aroBONIHHS...»
| cTikatoTbCcd NpaBoOCnaBHi Ha
MONTBY, 06'€fHaHI Bipoto B XpucTa...

PisgBaHi borocnyxXiHHA y
CeaTo-Bonoagnmmnpcekomy cobopi
M. Yikaro po3noyvanncs 6-ro civns,
Ha Haseuip's Pi3gBa XpucTOBOTroO...

Twnxa, icHa ceATa Hiu... Kpyxnana
Jierka 3ameTinb, A3BiHKO pUMiB CHir

nig Horamu... ¥ MOpo3HOMy MOBITPI
BifYyBan0Cs HabAMXKEHHS BEIMKOrO
CBATa. 30BCiM TPOXW Yacy BifAinsn0
BCiX Bif, BCeNEHCbKOI pajocCTi...
HaniBcyTiHKn XpaMmy... «MoBYaHHSA
NiArOTOBASE AYLY AO MOJAUTBMU.
Tuwa - sk BoHa 6/1aroTBOPHO i€
Ha aywy!» (Mpenogo6bHUn HkoH
OnNTUHCbKWA) PizaBaHe BceHiuHe
64iHHSA... binsg BepTeny cxmMnsOTbCA
noan.. OfgHa i3 NpPUXOXaHOK
XpaMy pO3MOBifaE, WO LWOPOKY 3
TpeneTom NpuxoanTb Ao CBATO-
BonoAnMMpCEKOro KaTespansHOro
cobopy Ha PizgsaHy Cnyxo6y: «Lis Hiu
BOICTUHY Benuka i ypoumncra. Hibu
nepebyBaELL B OYiKyBaHHI AvBa. Bci
BipyoUi 3HOBY, K | MOHAaJ, ABi TUCAYI

pOKiB TOMY, NMepexuBatoTb No4il
Tiei fanexkoi BudneemcbKkoi Houi.
3rafyroTbCa BOMXBU, AKi NPUALLAN
BkAoHUTUCA CnacuTtento...» Onbra
HeLlloAaBHO nepeixana Jo Yikaro 3
YKpaiHu, Wwo Ha TepHOMibLWNHI. Y
roN0BHOMY XpaMi MicTa Ha HiYHOMY
borocnyxiHHi BoHa BriepLue: «Takuii
yac Japye XBUAUHU AYXOBHOTO
36arayeHHs 1 3LiNeHHs, Croki Ta
Boxy 6narogatb».

CeaTkoBe borocnyxiHHs 3Bep-
LLYE NpaBAaumnin apxmepein 3axigHoi
€napxii YL, CLUA apxiennckon-HoMi-
HaHT anuin, HacToaTens CBATO-Bo-
NOANMUPCLKOro cobopy NpoToieEpei
IBaH JInmap Ta MpoTOAVAKOH AHAPI
®PpoHYaK y CniBCAYXiHHI AyXOBeH-
CTBa Xpamy.

CeALLeHHOCYXUTEN - y 6inomy
obnaveHHi, Ha cepui i B Aywi -
ocobnvBe NijHeceHHs, HeEBMIMOBHA
pagicTb 06iiMae KOXHOrO...| 3ByUnTb
MOJNTOBHUI cniB knipocy: «bo
3 Ham bor..» PizgBaHun Tponap
Haragye npo noail, onucaHi B
CBATOMYy €BaHrenii Big Matdes:
npo npuwecta Mecii i myapew,is, sKi
npuAwan 4o HoBoHapoAXeHOro
HemoBnaTW, NpUHiCLIN B Aap 30/10TO,
NajlaH Ta cMUpHY: «Pi3gBo TBOE,
Xpucrte boxe Hall, 3acas10 CBITOBI
cBiTNO po3ymy..» PagyBano, wo
6yn10 YMaNo MOJIOAi Ta AiTel, Ntoan
3aBiTanu uyinumun cim'amu. byno
3BepLUEHO NOMa3aHHA MONINbHUKIB
CBATUM ENICEM...
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CbOMOro CiuHs Ha BoXecTBeHHil
NiTyprii Bnaguka JaHnin npusitas
NPUCYTHIX NapagisH Ta NpUXoXaH:
«Mu roTyBanncs A0 LbOoro MUPHOro
i cBiTnoro npasHumka 40-geHHUM
MOCTOM Yy HaAiaX i nparHeHHAX
OYXOBHUX, LO6 NMPUHECTU 0 Acen
XpUCTOBUX fJapu - CBOI YeCHOTU
XpUcTuaHcbki. O4HIEr0 AYXOBHOO
POAMHOK MV MepebyBaEMO y BENVKIl
pagjocTi i CXMNSEMO KOMiHa nepej
noasurom CuHa boxoro, akuin BiH
3BepLUMB 3apajmn HALLOTO CraciHHS,
i CBATKYEMO Be/IVKY iCTOPUYHY MOZAit0
- npuwecTay ceiT CnacuTens. Hecitb
pagictb PizgBa XprcTOBOro y cepusx
NPOTAroM PoKy, BOHa BCi Herapasau
nepemoxel»

| B KOXXHOMY cepLii BiAryKHy1cs
cnoBa: «Mn CMUPEHHO AAKYEMO
Hawomy CrnacuTenesi 3a Te, WO
BiH, 6yayyn CnHoM Bboxunm, no
CBOiln N06OBI A0 HacC, rpilLHKX,
ctaB CnHOM JltoACbKMM, 3a Te, Wo
BiH, Ak roBoputb cBATUIN Knpun
lepycanmMmcbkumia, npuiiHae Ha Cebe
ripwe, wobm nogapyBatm Ham
kKpawe. CnH boxunin NpuinHAB Ha
Cebe ntoACbKy MPUPOAY i CTaB TUM,
yM BiH He 6yB, 06K Hac 3pobuTK
TUMW, YM MU MOBUHHI 6yTW...»

3 TpeneTHUMU MOUYTTAMMU
Bipyroui ciyxanu Pi3aBsaHi micHecniswy,
AKI TILLAM JyLLYy Kpacoto i FNBUHOK0
MouYyTTiB. Besimka KinbKicTb BipyroUmx

npuyactnnaca CBATUX XpUCTOBUX
TaiH...

«Xpucroc Hapoamscsa! CnasiMo
Vorol» - nyHann pagicHi chosa.

PisgBaHuin paHok... Cim'i
36MpPaTbCa B XpPamMu Ha YPOUUCTY
LepKOBHY cayxby. | 3HOBY 3By4aTb
cnoBa Pi3zgBAHoro tponaps. |
3[la€TbCS, WO aHrenu NitalTb Haj
ros0BamMu t0Ael Ta CriBatoTb XBany
HoBoHapogxeHoMy Icycy.

MpuiAgiTh i NOKNOHIMCA XpUCTY,
HapozyxeHOoMy Y NIOoTi, 3i CMVPEeHHUM
cepueMm askyroum Momy 3a 110608 10
Hac... MNocniwanmo Ao Heboro, Wob
ocBaATMB Hac CBOED BnaroaaTTio.

AKNIA MU Nepenunn, € MOMEHTOM
OCMUC/IEHHA TOro, AKi AYXOBHI
nogii Bigdynucs, ki XpUCTUSHCbKI
BUMHKN MW 34IACHUAW... MURYNNT
pik 6yB NOB'A3aHWI i3 MOTPACIHHAMMY,
BMNPOBYBaHHAMM Ta KPOBOMPOAUTTAM.
Mw xumnBemo Hajieto Ha bora, mu
MOJINTBOIO MiAHOCMMO CBili PO3yM A0
Focnoga i NpoCnMOo, WO6 XUTTS Halle
NPOX0OAMN0 B MUpI i NtoboBi A0 bora
Ta 6AVKHIX. M1 MOYMHAEMO nncaTtn
HOBI CTOPIHKM A06pKX cripa.. Hexal
cBiTNa Pi3aBAHa pajicTb CynpoBOAXKYE
BaC MPOTAroM YCbOro poky!»

Ha 3aBepLueHHs Bnagvika JaHuin
npveitas 0. Bacunga 3 iMeHnHamu,
cepAeyHo nobaxaslun Jobporo,
LLeAporo i MMPHOrO POKY.

o

Y Denb loTpidBoro CBATA ..

3 pagicTio 3ycTpinu Bipyroui
TpU CBATa, C/1aBAAYM HapogxeHoro
Focnoga Haloro Icyca XpucTa, Bitatoum
AeHb NpunAeLwHin i BAaiTaroum
Wwnpi cnoea y BIHOYOK Tenamx
MO340POB/IEHb: «YCbOro HaMKpPaLLoro
- BCiM nrogam! Hexali byae Mup Ha
3eMi, He T’MHYTb HaLi AiTW, He UTHOThCA

Ta WwacTtsax». «baxato 6narononyyus,
CUN JyXOBHWX | TiIECHWX Ta ycnixXis. |
HeXal fyLUi 0CiBa€ MOMNTBA, a B cepLii
3aBxau byae Borl» «31nunmMo 350poB's,
MUPY i CBITNIMX NOYyTTIiB. BoXoro BCim
6narocnoseHHs!»

Mpncnyxaemocsa A0 nopagn
ceBATUTENA Bacunga Benukoro: «Hu
Xo4eLl YyNeBHUTUCA B ManbyTHbOMY?
BMKOHYIW 3anponoHOBaHEe
€BaHreNbCbKMM 3aKOHOM i OYiKyl
HaconoAm bnaramm.

MapadianbHi CBATKYBaHHS
3aKiHUMANCL 06i0M y NapadisbHoMy
3a/i, fie NPUCYTHI BiTanu OBINAPKY Ta
NPOBENV MPUEMHWIA HOBOPIYHWY ieHb
B POAVHHIN LLMpii aTmMocdepi.
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A Vlsltxof\bove-\ﬁ6 Wlnter Mi:
Znamianka Orphanage Return fr om Ukraine

’S 'n Team to

Every year around the
celebration of the feast of Holy
Wonderworker Nicholas, the faithful
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA offer a special seasonal gift
to those for whom the Lord Himself
directed to care and pray.

Fulfilling the mandate of Christ
and with the blessing of the spiritual
father of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA His Eminence
Metropolitan Antony, Archbishop-
elect Daniel led a Mission Team of
11 individuals: Subdeacon Mykola
Zomchak of St. Sophia Ukrainian
Orthodox Theological Seminary,
South Bound Brook, NJ; Olga Coffey of
St. Andrew the First-Called Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral, Silver Spring,
MD; Tracy Galla of the Dormition
of the Birth-Giver of God Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, McKees Rocks,
PA; Mark and Samuel Hatala of St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, Johnson City, NY; Cathy
Bucharew of Harrisburg, PA and All
Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Camp,
Emlenton, PA; Matthew Scutchfield
of St. Andrew the First-Called
Apostle Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Boston, MA; Julia and Charles Ames
of Sts Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, Youngstown,
PA; Ephrain Castro of St. Andrew
the First-Called Apostle Ukrainian
Orthodox Memorial Church, South
Bound Brook, NJ - the faithful of the
UOC of the USA on a life-changing
and uplifting missionary journey to
Ukraine's orphanage that provides
daily care for the severely mentally
and physically handicapped children.

And so it was - a spiritually
uplifting visit! Sure, the Team did its
daily scheduled routine: assist with
rehabilitation activities; participate
in entertainment programs, etc.
But most importantly, the eleven
members of the 2016 Winter Mission
Trip to Znamianka orphanage prayed
with the children in wheelchairs,
with children who suffer from major
physical deformities, yet determined
to hold in their sometimes twisted
arms, a small prayer booklet
(published by the Consistory of the
UOC of the USA for Mission Trips)
and quietly, with a tender voice
exclaim every word of a prayer, full
of meaning and emotion. As the
prayers were chanted, the Team
members whipped off tears on

their eyes, while Vladyka Daniel was
embraced by a handicapped child,
who wrapped himself in Bishop's
omophorion, while carefully listening
to the prayers of the Team. The
Winter Mission Team traveled to do
pretty much what our Lord instructed
the seventy to do: to say to those
whom we served, “...the kingdom of
God has come near to you. God loves
you and we love you too!”

As always, the Mission Team
traveled to the orphanage with
a special treat for the children -
a Nativity play by Kropyvnytsky
State Theater, who for the last five
years make arrangements with
the staff of the orphanage to bring
winter entertainment to 135 children.

Another treat was the “Chocolate
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Factory” afternoon, when the kids
in their wheelchairs learned how to
make chocolate and to share with
each other. In addition to that gift,
over 300 pounds of meat products,
15 containers of diapers and winter
blankets were delivered to the
Ukrainian orphanages sponsored
by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA.

Moreover, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church ofthe USA continues
to provide funding for about a dozen
of teachers - rehabilitation specialists
to work in the orphanage, which has
made a huge impact on the mobility
of many children.

The six days visit to Ukraine
came to conclusion quickly and the
time arrived for the final goodbyes
of 2016. Tears, hugs and promises
to return were exchanged with he
children and the staff.

As the final day came to
conclusion, a director of Znamianka
Orphanage - Mrs. Tatiana lvanivna

Valko offered words of gratitude to
the UOC of the USA’'s Team, stating
that a number of children have
felt the impact of the presence of
the Missionaries of the Church for
the last 19 years and especially,
the sponsorship of additional
teachers and adaptive equipment,
sponsored by the Church, which
allows handicapped children to move
around freely.

Responding to Mrs. Valko's
remarks, Archbishop-elect Daniel
informed the missionaries and
the administration about the new
investments that the Consistory
of the UOC of the UA approved
- the assistance with the repairs
of the exterior of the orphanage
building as well as the purchase of
a new industrial dishwasher. The
extraordinary gift of almost 300
pounds of meat was provided by
the donations of St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Johnson City, NY; while the purchase

of additional diapers was sponsored
by the donations from the Dormition
of the Birth-Giver of God Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of McKees Rocks,
PA. Moreover, over 150 bed blankets
were delivered by the Team to the
orphanage - a gift of the Ukrainian
Orthodox League of the UOC of the
USA, and especially a gift of the Senior
UOL Chapter of Holy Ghost Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Coatesville, PA,
who coordinated and sponsored the
delivery costs of the blankets.

Throughout the trip Vladyka
Daniel reminded the Team about
their ministry with children of
Znamianka orphanage, stating:
“Remember, God must become an
activity in our consciousness... Too
often we underestimate the power
of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment,
or the smallest act of caring, all of
which have the potential to turn a
life around - for a closer relationship
with Christ... Very often we forget
that “everyone smiles in the same
language..."

While in Kyiv, a day before the
return flight to the US was scheduled,
the Winter Mission Team visited
many religious sites of Ukraine's
capital; however, the small town
of Znamyanka (founded in 1869),
with the population of about 23,000
people remained on everyone's
mind. It became even more evident
of how big of an impact Znamianka
had made on the Team, once the
missionaries visited Kyiv's National
Holodomor (Famine) Memorial.
There were found references to
Znamianka as well: Mr. Niklonsky
(a Il World War Veteran) writes in
his reflections: “... in the immediate
area of the town's train station we
witnessed how the dead corpses of
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On Sunday, December 18, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Antony
visited with the faithful of the Mission
Parish of Saint Nicholas in Dover,
Delaware. Bringing with him our
newly ordained Deacon, Deacon lvan
Tchopko and two of our Seminarians,
Subdeacon Volodymyr Yavorskij and
Subdeacon Mykola Zomchak and
plenty of sunshine (the temperature
reached 67 degrees), His Eminence
entered into the Mission to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy for the Mission’s
9th Anniversary and their patronal
feast day.

His Eminence was greeted
at the door with roses by Sophia
Rus representing the youth of the
Parish and Frank Biddle, Auditor,
representing the Parish Membership.
Father Stephen Hutnick, Pastor of the
Mission, along with Protopresbyter
Constantine Christo greeted His
Eminence and the procession to
the Altar of the Mission began.
Responses were beautifully sung by
the Parish Choir under the direction
of Veronica Perrine. The Epistle was
read by Marc Jasolka.

During the Divine Liturgy, at the
Little Entrance, His Eminence stopped

and asked Father Constantine to
come forward. Having been accepted
into the ranks of the clergy of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA as a Protopresbyter, for his
diligent work as Professor of Canon
Law and Church History at St. Sophia
Seminary, and for his dedication to
St. Nicholas Mission, Metropolitan
prayed and elevated him to the rank
of Mitred Protopresbyter. As he
bestowed the miter, His Eminence
reminded him that for every elevation
in the Holy Priesthood comes a
heavier weight of obligation. With the

o
'

Dover, DE

-

joyful singing of “Axios!” the Liturgy
continued.

During his sermon, the
Metropolitan talked about the
importance of history in our daily
lives. Through our personal history,
we become the people that we are
through our families, our upbringing
and most importantly, through our
faith. Can you imagine how we as
Orthodox Christians can change the
people around us just by our smiles
as we leave the Church? It would
inspire others to search out the
reason and bring them to Christ. He
admonished the faithful to prepare
for next year's 10th Anniversary
celebration in a bigger worship
space as we continue to look for a
permanent property for worship.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy,
it was revealed that December
18th is the birthday of Father
Constantine’s mother, Myrophora,
who was present at the Divine Liturgy
along with Father’s wife, Pani Matka
Georgia. It was the first time that she
witnessed any of the elevations in the
priesthood of her son!

It is amazing to watch the
transfer of the worship space from
Church to hall. Within fifteen minutes,
the faithful had taken down all of the
liturgical appurtenances and set
up the tables with their covers and
chairs. With a prayer of thanksgiving
by His Eminence, the fasting feast
began. Special thanks are expressed
to all of the ladies and men who
worked so hard to put the dinner
together.

Almost at the end of the meal,
a special visitor entered the Mission.
It was none other than St. Nicholas
coming to bless all who were there.
Our youth must have been very
good this past year listening to their
parents and saying their prayers for
they all received a gift from their
Patron. His Eminence, our Deacon
and the Seminarians were also very
good as St. Nicholas had gifts for
them as well.
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eives Plttsburgh Hlstory &
FoundatlonﬂGrant

The Pittsburgh History and
Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) has
awarded Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Carnegie, PA,
a grant of $2,900.00 toward the

restoration of the church steps. Dr.
Stephen Sivulich, who wrote the grant
application and served as the grant
administrator, presented the PHLF

check to parish president Howard
West and pastor Fr. Steve Repa in
October. The steps leading to the
main entrance to the church were
in serious disrepair and this grant,
along with contributions from church
organizations and parishioners,
enabled the restoration project to be
completed. This grant is the fourth
grant to Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church awarded by the
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks
Foundation. The three prior PHLF
grants, all written by Dr. Sivulich,
have provided partial funding for
various capital projects of the church
including church hall roof restoration,
church bell restoration, and church
dome restoration. Parishioner and
church organization contributions
have completed the funding for all
of these projects.

Photo: left to right: President
Howard West, Pastor Fr. Stephen
Repa, Dr. Stephen Sivulich

By Alice Sivulich

people were falling off
the train cars. The people
of 1933 were looking
for food... | saw how the
tractor was digging a path
along the train racks, and
a massive burial place
of people was located...”
Another reflection of Mr.
Prychodko, a train depot
worker, states “...we found
the burial place, and were
still able to recognize the
bones and corpses of
women and children...
we simply covered them
with the soil...” Vladyka
Daniel along with the
Team members chanted
a simple Memory Eternal - BiuHa
Mam'aTe, as each looked in the
flickering light of a memorial candle
litin memory of the lost.

A Visit of Love

The Mission team returned to

their homes early Friday afternoon
(December 30th). Each missionary,
touched by the experience of ten

< days in Ukraine, was changed
- many forever. While they
were sad to leave the children
of the orphanage, the Team
members encouraged
each other to get involved
in helping others in their
local parishes, communities,
stating - “..we will never
forget you and we will pray
for you. We hope we were
instruments of peace to the
children. You certainly were
to all of us. God Bless all of
you..."

Please, note that the
College Age Mission trip to
Ukrainian Orphanages will
travel to Ukraine on 2-17
June, 2017.

Application deadline - January
10, 2017! For more information,
go to http://www.uocyouth.org/
uoccollegemission.html
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D’X Cath dral in

Phlladelphla Celebrates=1ts_9_0th Anmversary

On October 16th, the faithful
of St. Vladimir Cathedral gathered
together to celebrate a special day
in the history of the parish - the 90th
anniversary of the existence of the
parish, and the 50th anniversary
of the current church temple on
5th Street in Philadelphia. This
celebration coincided with
the recent feast day of the
Protection of the Theotokos,
the second parish feast of
the year.

The liturgy was celebrat-
ed by His Grace Bishop Dan-
iel. Seminarians Subdeacon
Volodymyr Yavorskii, Subdea-
con Mykola Zomchak, Yurii
Bobko, Ihor Protsak and Tadei
Surak, as well as Deacon John
Charest accompanied Bishop

Bound Brook, NJ to Philadelphia, PA
on this crisp, autumn Sunday morn-
ing. Visiting priests included Fr. Orest
Pukhalsky of Sts Peter and Paul Ukrai-
nian Orhtodox parish in Geln Spey,
NY and Fr. Emmanuel Pratsinakis of
the Greek Orthodox Church.

Bishop Daniel delivered his
sermon from the center aisle of
the church, walking among where
the people were sitting, sharing his
life experiences. He reminded us
how fortunate we are to have a rich
parish history, since the events going

on in Ukraine at the time of
the parish’s founding (under
Soviet rule) were anything
but hospitable to a devoted
Orthodox congregation.

Reader Stephen Revucky
was also set aside as a
Subdeacon before the Divine
Liturgy, and presented with a
certificate by His Grace Bishop
Daniel.

The parish choir, led
by Karen Ferraro, beautifully

Daniel on the trip from South : A i i
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CIIBANTE BOLOBI

HAIOMY, GITIBAN TE

After the liturgy, the parishioners
and visitors gathered together at
Philmont Country Club in suburban
Philadelphia for a celebratory
banquet. Bandura players opened
the reception as people gathered.
Parish Council President Edward
Zetick, Vice President Ivan Prasko
(former President of St. Mary's
Protectress/Pokrova Parish Council),
as well as V. Rev. Taras Naumenko,

SING PRAISES TO ( _)Il_li-\'_’
GOD, SING PRAISES!

pastor of St. Vladimir, addressed
those gathered with messages not
only celebrating the rich history of
the parish, but looking forward to
the future.

Those in attendance received
a commemorative book with the
history of the parish, and many
photos of not only the construction
of the current parish building, but
also of events throughout the years.

&

Over 200 people gathered for
the celebration, which included a
full entertainment program. Singers
and bandura players Yulia Stupen
and Halyna Bodnar entertained the
attendees with traditional Ukrainian
folk songs, and the school for
the local Ukrainian dance troupe
“Voloshky”, with their up-and-coming
dancers, also entertained the crowd.
Finally, visiting seminarians from
St. Sophia’s Seminary showed their
singing talents in a number of
spiritual hymns - a fitting moment
to conclude the festivities and
remembering the true meaning of
this celebration - our shared love
in Christ.

Many thank to those who
helped put together a wonderful
celebration: Chair of the Anniversary
Committee and Vice-President of
the Parish Board of Administration
Andrew Passyn, Vera Shapowalenko,
Christine Kurman, Theodore
Kurman. Without your devotion,
such a great event would not have
been possible.

By Subdeacon Stephen Revucky
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YKpamcm{a HpaBOGJIaBHa I_lepKBa CB}ITOI Tpmul y
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Y Heginro 23 xoBTHA 2016 p.
YkpaiHcbka MNMpaBocnasHa LiepkBa
CeaTol Tpiui y MicTi TPEHTOH,
Hbto-xepci BigCBATKYBana CBOO
97 piYHULI0 3acHyBaHHS. Lle 6yB
AYXOBHO-NiJHECEHWI eHb.

Ypouwncty boxectBeHHy Jli-
Typrito o4onnau NpeocBaLeHHN
Apxwvennckon NisgeHHOT AMeprKin
€pewmis Ta MpeocBALLEeHHNIA APXUE-
nmnckon-HomiHaHT YL, CLUA JaHw-
in. Tenni Ta MOANTOBHI NOBGaXXaHHS
Hawwmx Bnagnky uei geHs npuHe-
CNN SYXOBHY PajicTb yCiM HaM. SK
6yno NPUEMHO BAYUTN KON AiTW
nicna boxecrtseHHOT JliTypril nigi-
Awnn o Bnaguk npmsitanu ix Ta
LLMpOCepAeYHO NPUIOPHYANCH A0
HUX KON Ti MOAUAUCE 33 HUX Ta
Janu M JapyHKU.

Y ueit AeHb MW TakoxX MOn-
NCb A0 BCceBMLWHBLOrO 3a HALLOTO
fopororo Mutpononuta AHTOHIS,
AKNIA He 3Mir ByTW NPUCYTHIM 3a
CTaHOM CBOTO 340pPOB'A.

Bnagvikn sragyBanv K BOHW
e 6ynn ANSKOHaMU Ta CYXWUaun
y uii uepksi, a Bnaguka €pemis
6yB BUCBAYEHN MUTPONOANTOM
AHTOHIEM Y Uil LLlepKBi Ha ANSIKOHA
30 nrcTonaga 1988 poky. M monu-
TOBHO 3raZlyBa/iu yCixX ENMMcKonis Ta
CBALLEHNKIB AKi BO3HOCUIM MONNT-
BM Y LibOMY XpaMi Ta iXHi POAVHWY,
yCix dyHAATOpIB Ta yCix BipHUX
Nofeln aKi BIgIALWAN y BiUHICTb.

MNapadianbHMiA Xop Nig Kepis-
HMUTBOM Tapaca [1aBnoBCLKOIO
CBOIM AYyXOBHVM CMiBOM TOPKaBCA
cepgelb BipHUX AKi APUALWAN 40
LepKBM y Lel JeHb LWob Bigsatu
cnasy bory, Ta npocutun y bora
MUJIOCTi Ha HaCTYMHi POKU XUTTA
napadii.

Haz3BruainHo 6yn0 NPUEMHO
BiTaTV y Lieil JeHb Halux ceMmi-
HapucTiB 3 CB. Codii cemiHapii aki
npucnyrosysana Bnagnkam Tta
CBOIM CMiBOM Mij, YacC CBATKOBOro
06igy nojapyBanun pagicTb ycim

NPUCYTHIM. TakoX 6yn0 NPUEMHO
BiTaTV NaHi €Ennsasety CUMOHEHKO
fIKka BXOAUTbL Ao yripasu Pagn Mu-
Tpononii Ta KoHcucTopii i € doTo-
rpadom YL, CLUA.

Byno ckasaHo 6arato Tenamx
CNiB Ta NobaxaHb Yy e CBITIniA
JeHb LlepKOBHOI pivHWML. Big imeHi
napaisnbHOI POANHU OT. HacTOSA-
Tenb 3iHOBIM Xapcbkunii BiTaB f0-
porux Bnaguk, AnakoHa AgpiaHa

Ma3zypa, yCix CBALLEeHHOCTYXXTeNiB
SIKi 3aBiTann A0 Hac Ha ue napadi-
A/IbHe CBATO, Ta YCiX rocTei.

Wnpa noasaka yciM XiHKam
AKI NpUroTyBaam CMadHui obia,
yCiM TUM §Ki Ha NpOTA3i 6baraTbox
POKiB lyXOBHO i MeTepia/ibHO Mij-
TPUMYBaAW L YyAoBy, nepLuy
YKpaiHcbky LlepkBy y MmicTi TpeH-
TOHI Ta Voro okonuuax. Bitaemo 3
97 pivHMLero 3aCHyBaHHS!

Vol. LXVII Issue I, January, 2017

Ukrainian Orthodox Word

23




After a cold and rainy week, Sunday,
October 23rd, surprised everyone with its
joy and sunshine. A slight breeze made
the golden leaves almost dance on the
trees, offering a superb backdrop for
the Trenton, NJ, Holy Trinity parish’s 97th
Anniversary celebration.

Having never visited the parish
before, | was immediately impressed
by the lovely architecture. Nestled in a
quaint neighborhood, surrounded by
modest homes, the church shone like
that proverbial light atop the hill. Upon
first sight one knew something special
was planned for the day, as the red carpet
was extended down the steps to greet the
visiting hierarch.

The original plan had been for
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony
to celebrate with the parish on this
momentous occasion. However, while
His Eminence’s spirit wished to be
there, the long week of Sobor activities
and most recent illness had taken its
toll. However, the parish was not to be
completed disappointed, as instead of
one Metropolitan, they were visited by
two hierarchs. Returning, after many

years, were His Eminence Archbishop
Jeremiah, Ruling Hierarch of the Eparchy
of South America, and His Eminence
Archbishop-Elect Daniel, Ruling Hierarch
of the Western Eparchy and President of
the Consistory of the UOC of USA. Both
hierarchs had been to this parish before.
Vladyka Jeremiah had been ordained
in to the diaconate at this very parish,
and Vladyka Daniel had first served as a
deacon at this same parish. Sometimes,
great things come in small packages, for
even though the church building itself is
modest in size, it has had a huge impact
upon the Church and her faithful.
Accompanying the hierarchs were
six seminarians from the St. Sophia

Ukrainian Orthodox Theological
Seminary: Subdeacons Ivan Tchopko,
Mihaylo Bokalo, Mykola Zomchak, and
Seminarians Ihor Protsak, Tadei Surak
and Yurii Bobko.

The bells rang out joyously, echoing
up and down the street, and bouncing
off the buildings, resonating to the very
souls of those in the church, and most
assuredly to those who were within the
homes lining the street.

To the peal of the bells emerged
the hierarchs from the parish hall. Led
by children throwing flower petals, they
made their way up the street to the
church, and up the steps to be greeted
by Rev. Zinoviy Zharsky, the parish priest,
as well as the parish president, council
members, visiting clergy, and the faithful.

[twas easyto getlostinthe moment,
forgetting whether you were still on earth,
or whether you had mystically been
transported to the heavenly realms. The
faces of the faithful which shown with joy,
were painted a myriad of tones, as the
sunshine tingled their cheeks through
the elaborate stained glass windows.
The windows reflected various scenes
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from Christ's life, and imbued the nave
and the people within it with reflective
thoughtfulness, awe and joy.

Everything in the church led one
closer to God and salvation. Wherever
one's eyes traveled, they were met
with Godly beauty and symbolism.
Many of the icons were written by
renown iconographer, who also turns
out to be the parish’s own Dobrodiyka
Nataliya Zharsky. While all the icons were
beautiful, one in particular had a splendid
story attached to it. It was an icon of St.
Anna, holding the young Theotokos in her
arms. This icon was a handmade copy
of another such miraculous icon. The
original was known for granting prayers
to couples who wished to conceive a
child. One couple, after being childless
for 11 years, had given up hope and
adopted two children, when they had
an opportunity to pray before the icon
of St. Anna, and the very next week a
child was conceived. There are other
such miracles attributed to this icon.
God works miracles through His saints,
through icons, which are windows to
Heaven, and through the earnest prayers
of the faithful.

Sunday's reading was from the
Gospel of Luke (Luke 7:11-16) retelling
how Christ raised the widow's son. During
his sermon, Vladyka Daniel explained the
deep symbolism and meaning behind
the reading.

His Eminence continued the
sermon by making everyone take a
moment to reflect on their own personal
salvation - are they heading towards life,
or death? We often judge things from
the outside, and yet, we need to take a
closer look, not so much at others, but,
atourselves. While we may look pleasing
to the eye, how pleasing are we truly to
God? True holiness comes from love -
love for God, and love for one another.
It is our duty, which gets easier the more
we act upon it, to care for our neighbors.
We are to be good, and do good. We are
to let our “light shine before men, so that
they may see our good works and they
should glorify our Father in the heavens.”
(Matthew 5:16). He continued to instruct
us to take a look at ourselves. A good
hard look. We may think we are perfect,
and yet, sometimes we get upset when
we hear someone complain about us.
They seem to find something wrongin us,
and we are offended. Perhaps we need
to take a step back and see ourselves
how others see us. Nobody is perfect,
but, God above. We all have things we
need to improve upon. Vladyka Daniel
encouraged us all to start today, this very
moment, and join the path of life leading
in to the city.

As the children lined up for Holy
Communion, leading the way with

their arms crossed upon their chests,
they were followed by the adults, who
approached the Chalice with a new sense
of awe, eagerly anticipating a rendezvous
with true life, not death.

Renewed, invigorated and
permeating with new hope, the faithful
smiled as Vladyka Daniel called forth
the parish’s youngest members to
come forward. Tumbling, tripping and
hopping, the children of the parish
approached their bishop, and stood
attentively as His Eminence prayed over
them, asking God's intervention in their
lives, to protect them, guide them and
lead them to salvation. Having prayed
over the youngest members of his flock,
His Eminence sprinkled them with holy
water, and gifted each little hand a tiny
silver cross, to be worn in faith, in order
to safeguard the littlest of lambs.

His Eminence Archbishop Jeremiah
spoke a few words after the conclusion
of the service, reminiscing on his earlier
times at the parish. He expressed his joy
at seeing the parish alive and growing,
being an active part of the community.
Vladyka Daniel concluded by sharing
his own recollections from the parish
where he served as a deacon. At the
conclusion, His Eminence called everyone
to come forward and participate in a
group photo. Surrounded by his flock,
Vladyka Daniel fairly glowed with the joy
that emanated from him, as the faithful
eagerly came up with smiles on their
faces and surrounded their bishop.

The festivities continued in the
parish hall, as the faithful gathered and
settled down for a meal. The meal began
with the church choir, directed by Taras
Pavlovsky singing the Lord's Prayer. After
praying before the meal, His Eminence
Archbishop-Elect Daniel expressed that
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony had
every intention of attending the parish
festivities, and as of the previous evening
was making plans to travel to Trenton.
However, due to the strenuous previous
week of Sobor, and recovering from his
recent illness and battle with kidney

stones, Vladyka Antony regrettably
was not able to visit the parish on their
anniversary celebration.

However, due to the modern
miracle of technology, Vladyka Daniel
surprised everyone when he placed
the microphone to his cellphone and
the room resonated with the voice of
our beloved Metropolitan Antony. His
Eminence expressed his regret at not
being able to join the faithful on this
day, however, he assured them of his
continued prayers and well wishes.
He expressed his joy at the parish
reaching their 97th anniversary and was
assured that through their hard work,
diligence and faithfulness they would be
celebrating many future anniversaries,
which evoked a rousing rendition of
Mnohaya Lita from those in the room.
Before ending the call, Vladyka Antony
assured the parishioners of his continued
prayers on their behalf.

As Fr. Zinoviy took the microphone
to thank various individuals, the
sisterhood of the parish presented
those gathered with a meal one would
expect to find at a fine restaurant. One
course followed another, followed by
yet another; each tastier than the one
before. Having satiated their souls in
church, the parishioners now satiated
their physical bodies. With conversation
flowing, the room filled with laughter,
and singing. While the meal was being
concluded, the seminarians of St. Sophia
seminary performed for those gathered.
Therich all-male voices raised in praise to
the Mother of God (Rejoice O Unwedded
Bride) made everyone stop what they
were doing and quietly listen, with bowed
heads at the glorious sound and rejoiced
together with the Virgin.

What struck me most was how
everyone enjoyed everyone else. People
were not intimidated or uncomfortable
as they might be when surrounded by
strangers. | saw just the opposite. They
felt free to be themselves. They joined in
the singing, they got up and danced, they
laughed, hugged and were often seen
helping each other move around the hall.
Everyone was kind and gracious, like a
true family ought to be.

Having never been to the parish
before, | nonetheless did not feel like
a stranger, but, like one of the family.
From young to old, from new immigrant
to locally born, everyone smiled and was
courteous.

May the Lord continue to shower
His blessings upon this kind and loving
parish, and may they continue to grow
and prosper, not only for another 97
years, but, for all eternity. Mnohaya Lital

By Elizabeth Symonenko
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On Saturday November 26, 2016,
the city of Butler held their annual
Spirit of Christmas parade. This year,
the Lyndora Chapter of the UOL
answered the call for floats to be
entered into the parade. The theme of
the parade was “Christmas Memories.”
We remembered that the Christmas
holiday is centered around the birth
of Christ and around His Church, and
these ideas were the foundation upon
which our float was designed. After
much planning, we settled on a simple
design: a church, complete with domes
and crosses, with the Nativity icon and
St. Nicholas on either side. Naturally, St.
Nicholas is a big part of our Christmas
tradition. On the front of the float, the
traditional Nativity greeting of “Christ Is
Born!” and on the back, “Let Us Glorify
Him!" In step with Ukrainian tradition,
UOL members would walk behind the
float, carrying the Christmas star while
traditional Ukrainian music sounded
out. Fr. McGrath suggested we use the
decommissioned tabernacle which has
been on display in the parish cultural
center on the float, rather than try to

hristmas

build something. Stephen Sheptak
took the time to carefully touch up the
paint on the “little church.” Another
important aspect emphasized for all
floats in the parade was a good use of
lights. What could be more beautiful
than a brightly illumined church? Along
with spot lights shining on the exterior
of our “little church,” it was also wired
up so that the interior light could be
lit again. The float was also lined with
electric candles. We were very thankful
to Michael Kapeluk for allowing us to
the ability to print enlargements of his
Nativity and St. Nicholas icons. Karen
Sheptak knew just who to go to so we
could have them printed on weather-
proof poster boards. Dave Prokopchak
provided use of the trailer and Rob
drove, pulling the trailer.

UOL members from Lyndora,
having worked together to build the
float, showed up to march behind
it, including: Rose Raith, Steve and
Karen Sheptak, and Seth Prokopchak.
Adriane Hassler, with her children
Marlena and Caden, came dressed in

Paradi

traditional Ukrainian attire. Seth and
Caden took turns carrying the star.
Father Paisius McGrath also joined us
in the march, vested in red.

Many people came out, braving
the wet and chilly weather to watch
the night-time parade, which had more
than 60 groups participating. We were
lucky to have a position toward the
front of the parade, at number 17.
The people of Butler absolutely took
notice of our float. Many could be
heard saying, “Look at that beautiful
little church!” Some children could be
heard asking if that was St. Nicholas
in the picture. A lot of people saw our
sign and read it aloud, saying “Christ is
Born!” Many onlookers clapped and
cheered as we passed by.

Overall, it was a good experience
for us as a chapter and we're looking
forward to doing it again someday.
We're hopeful that we succeeded in
bringing attention to the church, and
in emphasizing Christ in the Christmas
season!
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His Emlnenc\Metropollta—nﬂntony Vlslts
Saint Nlcholas Mlssmn“ln Dover Delaware

On Sunday, December 18, His
Eminence, Metropolitan Antony
visited with the faithful of the Mission
Parish of Saint Nicholas in Dover,
Delaware. Bringing with him our
newly ordained Deacon, Deacon Ivan
Tchopko and two of our Seminarians,
Subdeacon Volodymyr Yavorskij and
Subdeacon Mykola Zomchak and
plenty of sunshine (the temperature
reached 67 degrees), His Eminence
entered into the Mission to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy for the Mission’s
9th Anniversary and their patronal
feast day.

His Eminence was greeted
at the door with roses by Sophia
Rus representing the youth of the
Parish and Frank Biddle, Auditor,
representing the Parish Membership.
Father Stephen Hutnick, Pastor of the
Mission, along with Protopresbyter
Constantine Christo greeted His
Eminence and the procession to the
Altar of the Mission began. Responses
were beautifully sung by the Parish
Choir under the direction of Veronica
Perrine. The Epistle was read by Marc
Jasolka.

During the Divine Liturgy, at the
Little Entrance, His Eminence stopped
and asked Father Constantine to
come forward. Having been accepted
into the ranks of the clergy of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
as a Protopresbyter, for his diligent
work as Professor of Canon Law and

Church History at St. Sophia Seminary,
and for his dedication to St. Nicholas
Mission, Metropolitan prayed and
elevated him to the rank of Mitred
Protopresbyter. As he bestowed the
miter, His Eminence reminded him
that for every elevation in the Holy
Priesthood comes a heavier weight of
obligation. With the joyful singing of
“Axios!” the Liturgy continued.
During his sermon, the
Metropolitan talked about the
importance of history in our daily
lives. Through our personal history,
we become the people that we are
through our families, our upbringing
and most importantly, through our
faith. Can you imagine how we as
Orthodox Christians can change the
people around us just by our smiles as
we |leave the Church? It would inspire

others to search out the reason and
bring them to Christ. He admonished
the faithful to prepare for next year's
10th Anniversary celebration in a
bigger worship space as we continue
to look for a permanent property for
worship.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy,
it was revealed that December 18th is
the birthday of Father Constantine’s
mother, Myrophora, who was present
atthe Divine Liturgy along with Father's
wife, Pani Matka Georgia. It was the
first time that she witnessed any of the
elevations in the priesthood of her son!

Itis amazing to watch the transfer
of the worship space from Church
to hall. Within fifteen minutes, the
faithful had taken down all of the
liturgical appurtenances and set up
the tables with their covers and chairs.
With a prayer of thanksgiving by His
Eminence, the fasting feast began.
Special thanks are expressed to all of
the ladies and men who worked so
hard to put the dinner together.

Almost at the end of the meal,
a special visitor entered the Mission.
It was none other than St. Nicholas
coming to bless all who were there.
Our youth must have been very good
this past year listening to their parents
and saying their prayers for they all
received a gift from their Patron.
His Eminence, our Deacon and the
Seminarians were also very good as
St. Nicholas had gifts for them as well.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE PATRON FEAST DAY

ST. SOPHIA UKRAINAN ORTHODOX
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

THREE HOLY HIERARCHS

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY - 10 A.M.
FEBRUARY 11, 2017

AACKABO 3AINPOLWUVEMO BAC HA
XPAMOBE CBATO CEMIHAPIMHOI KAINMAMWLI

TPbOX CBATHUTEAIB

APXHUEPEMCBKA BOXECTBEHHA AITVPrid
B 10 TOAHUHI PAHKY

11 AOKTOINO 2017

@) SANT SOPHIA

=i (e TR ARy 1950 EASTON AVE. SOMERSET, NJ 08873



Freedom or Death!

JOIN US FOR A COMMEMORATION OF THE “"HEAVENLY
HUNDRED" AND ALL UKRAINIAN HEROES WHO HAVE PER-
ISHED IN EASTERN UKRAINE. MEMORIAL SERVICE WILL
BE CELEBRATED BY ARCHBISHOF DANIEL AND LOCAL
CLERGY.

SCREENING OF FREEDOM OR DEATH!, A DOCUMENTARY
FILM PORTRAIT OF THE MAIDAN CIVIL UPRISING, WILL
FOLLOW WITH TALK BY FILMMAKER DAMIAN KOLODIY.

NPUEAHARTECE A0
MOJIMTOBHOM O
BWAHYBAHHA HEBECHOE
COTHI TA BCIX YKPA-
tHCbkwx repole skl
JACHHY I 3A BOJK
YKPATHK . NAHAXWAY
0YOIMTEL APXWMENWMCKON
IaHntn ¥ cniscay -
¥IHHI MICUEROIO
JYXOBEHCTBA.

NEPErAAA AOKYMEHTA-
NEHOMD eLakMY MPO
MAVLAH »B049 A0
CHMEPTH« Th MPE3EH-
TAUIA PEXWCEPA
AAMIAHA KOADAIA.

B CYBOTY,
4 J0TOro, 2017

6:00 PM

¥ NPUMIWEHT UEPKOB-

HOI 3AAI CB. AHAPIA
BABHA BPYK, HO AXEP31

SATURDAY
FEB. 4, 2017

6:00 PM

ST. ANDREW CHURCH
HALL, MAIN STREET
SO. BOUND BROOK, NJ

SPONSORED BY THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF USA AND THE UXKRAINIAN HISTORY AND EDUCATION

CENTER. REFRESHMENTS BY PORKROVA SISTERHDOD.,
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Self Reliance New York
Federal Credit Union

A full service financial institution serving the URrainian American community since 1951,

Where confidentiality,
professionalism,
ultimate value and service
are always a top priority.

MAIN OFFICE:
108 Second Avenue New York NY 10003-8392 Tel: 212.473.7310 Fax: 212.473.3251
E-mail: INFO@SELFRELIANCENY.ORG

Conveniently located branches:
KERHONKSON :
6329 Route 209 Kerhonkson, NY 12446 Tel: 845.626.2938 Fax: 845.626.8636

UNIONDALE:
226 Uniondale Avenue Uniondale, NY 11553 Tel: 516.565.2393 Fax: 516.565.2097

ASTORIA:
32-01 31st Ave Astoria, NY 11106 Tel: 718.626.0506 Fax: 718.626.0458

LINDENHURST:
225 N. 4th Street Lindenhurst, NY 11757 Tel: 631.867.5990 Fax: 631.867.5989

www.selfrelianceny.org

Outside NYC call toll free: 1-888-735-3735
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2017 UOL LENTEN RETREAT (WEST)
With The Right Rev. Daniel, Bishop (UOC of USA)
The Very Rev. Protopresbyter Dr. Kenneth Bachofsky (ACROD)

Lo, I am with you always.. .”

FROM PASCHA TO PENTECOST

Sowing and Growing, Living and Giving,
Arriving and Thriving

What is YOUR PLAN for Yourselfe Your family2
Your Church Community?2

Saturday, March 18, 2017
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM

(Junior and Senior Retreat Tracks)

Adult Registration Fee $35.00— Adults
Registration Fee $20.00 (Ages 19 — 25)
Registration Fee Free (Ages 10-18)

Overnight accommodations available at Villa M aria

(Single Room w/Bath $48.00; Double Room

w/Communal Bathroom $20.00 per/person Double Occupancy
forlong-distance fravelers and others. Rates are subject to change.

Villa Maria Education and Spirituality Center
2067 Evergreen Road ¢ P.O. Box 424 ¢ Villa Maria, PA 16155 * Phone: 724-964-8886

If you have questions or need more information email
Stephanie Rimedio @ i

A.erelecre Feelreal

Sponsored by the Ukrairnian
Or-thodox Veagee

Appril 7, 2015

. BBazyl Zaewierwchea
and
X' e A228l002029y FPCrficeres

ewell expleriae the elereerels of the Piveree Vilergy
wsernng a veideo (o explairn the bewaely of oesr-
Diviree Viitewrgy.

Oprer 10 cAdells and .ddolescernts

S?. Frances Celer for Rencewal
393 IBridle Patl RRoad
PBetllelecrre, P4

Hetreal registralion rale SA4S (late fee SIO)
MRegistratliorn inncliedes all meals, brealkfast, leerecl and dererer.
F0r more éinformaliorn corlact: Olele or JValalie IBilyrslky at
nsufler@aocl.com call — GIO-8SD2-7315




‘ LUBA January Feature Natmnal >

L UBA F eaflll’e N at.l Onal M eﬂtOI‘Iﬂg M Oﬂth was devised to promote youth mentoring in the United States.

Mentoring is taking on the responsibility to advise or train someone on a topic with which we have greater knowledge. That someone is usually an individual younger and less
experienced than ourselves. Christ, showed us all by example how to be the greatest mentor, through His teaching of the disciples and then in turn their passing down of knowledge to
the next generation of faithful. This month strive to mentor a young person or peer.

= Learn more about mentoring from Mentor: The National Mentoring Partnership at www.mentoring.org

Volunteer at your local Boys and Girls Club

Volunteer as a tutor at your local high school or college

Work with your parish youth ministry team to create a special workshop on a specific topic that you can teach to the youth or young adults or your parish
(this can be anything from financial responsibility to paska baking!) e

Start planning now to serve as staff during our summer camping programs www.uocyouth.org

Additional commemorated days:

National Blood Donor Month January 19 - Feast of the Epiphany
January 7 - Nativity of our Lord January 22 - National Celebrate Life Day
January 16 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 26 - National Spouses Day

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

LUBA is a parish outreach initiative promoting monthly outreach,
education and love within our parishes and local communities.
For more information about the LUBA program or

to download the full LUBA calendar visit www.uocofusa.org.

Orb, At‘ N May God grant to them many,

Risniversaries happy and blessed years!
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony January 26, 2013
V. Rev. Myron Mykhaylyuk January 02, 1977
]a"uar" V. Rev. Pavlo Bodnarchuk January 03, 1993
Rev. Andriy Matlak January 09, 2013
V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii January 09, 2000
V. Rev. lon Proteasa January 19, 1992
V. Rev. Gerald Ozlanski January 25, 1987
V. Rev. Harry Linsinbigler January 25, 2003
V. Rev. Nicholas Klodnicki January 28, 1984
V. Rev. Myroslav Schirta January 30, 1998
( )
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Bergey, Autumn Juliet
baptized and chrismated
on November 6, 2016 in Holy
Protection Church, Milwaukee, WI.
Child of Lorenzo Catarino Carmona and
Samantha Bergey. Sponsors: Paul Logacho
and Danielle Logacho. Celebrated by Fr.
Walter Hvostik.

Bobrovskyy, Alexander baptized and
chrismated on November 25, 2016 in St.
Volodymyr Cathedral Church, Chicago,
IL 60622. Child of Maksym Bobrovskyy
and Maria Lobkis. Sponsors: Volodymy
Demchenko and Maria Marmion.
Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Lymar.
Boychuk, Stephan baptized and
chrismated on December 3, 2016 in St.
Michael's UOC Church, San Francisco, CA
94103. Child of Vitaliy Boychuk and Ruslana
Sernestska. Sponsors: Pawlo Sernetskyi
and Olena Volynets. Celebrated by Fr.
Georgiy Tyapko.

Carmona-Bergey, Owen Leonardo
baptized and chrismated on November 6,
20716 in Holy Protection Church, Milwaukee,
WI. Child of Lorenzo Catarino Carmona and
Samantha Bergey. Sponsors: Paul Logacho
and Danielle Logacho. Celebrated by Fr.
Walter Hvostik.

Grygorashchuk, Maksym baptized
and chrismated on February 20, 2016
in St. Volodymyr Church, Chicago, IL.
Child of Vitalii Grygorashchuk and Olha
Kucherivska. Sponsors: Oleh Vivcharyk
and Marianna Sobko. Celebrated by Fr.
lvan Lymar.

Kushnir, Andrew Nicolas baptized and
chrismated on July 11, 2010 in St. Mary
Protrectress UOC Church, Spring valley,
CA 91977. Child of Matthew Yaroslav
Kushnir and Elizabeth Ann Kilmer.
Sponsors: Andrew Yaroslav Kushnir and
Loretta Kilmer. Celebrated by Fr. Myron
Mykhaylyuk.

McGrath, Mattias James baptized and
chrismated on October 15, 2016 in St.
Michael's UOC Church, San Francisco,
CA 94103. Child of Simon Paul McGrath
and Eugenia Sukhenko. Sponsors: Jeffrey
Laimbeer and Tatyana Spivak. Celebrated
by Fr. Georgiy Tyapko.

Mia, Anastasia baptized and chrismated
on December 17, 2016 in St. Mary
Protrectress UOC Church, New Haven, CT
06515. Child of Dmytro Velhan and Hanna
Gavryluk. Sponsors: Oleksandr Alushpey

and Zoriana Kondzelko. Celebrated by Fr.
Oleksandr Yatskiv.

Romanenko, Emilia Anastasia baptized
and chrismated on December 17, 2016 in
St. Michael's UOC Church, San Francisco,
CA94103. Child of Dmitriy Romanenko and
Yana Tychynska. Sponsors: Marta Kaplun
and Yulia Kovalenko. Celebrated by Fr.
Georgiy Tyapko.

Saliamon, Pavlo baptized and chrismated
on November 20, 2016 in Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Pavlo
Saliamon and Olha Hlushak. Sponsors:
Mykhaylo Babiy and Oksana Chukurii.
Celebrated by Fr. Vasyl Sendeha.

Santa Cruz, Saul baptized and chrismated
on December 03, 2016 in St. Andrew
Church, Los Angeles, CA 90026. Child of
Uver Santa Cruz and Maria Sosa. Sponsors:
Juan David de Jesus and . Celebrated by Fr.
Vasyl Shtelen.

Thomsen, Lula Elisa baptized and
chrismated on December 10, 2016 in St.
Mary's Protection Church, Bridgeport, CT
06606. Child of Gregory M. Thomsen and
Amy Marie Sabas. Sponsors: Anthony
Joseph Sabas and Molly Ann Sabas.
Celebrated by Fr Stephen Masliuk.

Fitat o
/I')I,-‘o%%Ma’rmmom{...

=7 asof 01 /10/2017

Maksym Bobrovskyy and Maria Lobkis
in St. Volodymyr Cathedral Parish, Chicago,
IL, on May 30, 2015, witnessed by Daniel
Rubin and Anastasia Lobkis. Celebrant:
Fr. lvan Lymar.

Asleep

in the Lgd
as of 01 /10yRJYA

L 4

Andreychuk, Mariya M. of , on
November 19,2016 at the age of 65 years,
officiating clergy Fr. John Nakonachny
and Fr. Michael Hontaruk of St. Vladimir
Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH.

Ashack, Rosemary of Whiting, IN on
November 2, 2016 at the age of 78 years,
officiating clergy Fr. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts.
Peter and Paul Parish, Palos Park. IL.

B. Tychinin, Boris of Lakeville, MN on
December 31, 2016 at the age of 30
years, officiating clergy Fr. Evhen Kumka
of St. Michael and St. George Parish,
Mineapolis, MN.

Baker Larson, Theodor of New Lenox, IL
on October 30, 2016 at the age of 95 years,

officiating clergy Fr. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts.
Peter and Paul Parish, Palos Park. IL.
Borachuk, Antonina of Westmont,
IL on November 18, 2016 at the age
of 92 years, officiating clergy Fr. Vasyl
Sendeha of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
Palos Park. IL.

Choma, Halayna of East Haven, CT
on December 9, 2016 at the age of 91
years, officiating clergy Fr. Oleksandr
Yatskiv of St. Mary Protectress Parish,
New Haven, CT.

J. Rozilo, Paul of Parma, OH on
November 18, 2016 at the age of
19 years, officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny and Fr. Michael Hontaruk of
St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH.
Jemec, Susanna of Orland Park, IL on
November 1, 2016 at the age of 91 years,
officiating clergy Fr. Vasyl Sendeha of
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Palos Park. IL.
Kanazawich, Irene of johnson City, NY
on November 22, 2016 at the age of 93
years, officiating clergy Fr. lvan Synevskyy
of St. John The Baptist Parish, Johnson
City, NY.

Korowaiczuk, Klaudia of Cleveland,
OH on November 30, 2016 at the age
of 95 years, officiating clergy Fr. John
Nakonachny and Fr. Michael Hontaruk of
St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH.
Kostyniuk, Nadija of Chicago, IL on
November 27, 2016 at the age of 91
years, officiating clergy Fr. Ivan Lymar
of St. Volodymyr Cathedral Parish,
Chicago, IL.

Maliwacki, John of Endwell, NY on
November 25, 2016 at the age of 87
years, officiating clergy Fr. lvan Synevskyy
of St. John The Baptist Parish, Johnson
City, NY.

Miniajlo, Victor of Pittsburgh, PA
on September 6, 2016 at the age of
78 years, officiating clergy Fr. John
Haluszczak of St. Vladimir UOC Parish,
Pittsburgh, PA.

Niederberger, Peter John of
Pittsburgh, PA on August 12, 2016 at
the age of 57 years, officiating clergy
Fr. John Haluszczak of St. Vladimir UOC
Parish, Pittsburgh, PA.

Olenic, Paul of Butler, PA on November
29,2016 at the age of 93 years, officiating
clergy Fr. Paisius McGrath and Fr.
George Hnatko of Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, Lyndora, PA.

Wasyliw, Alex of Shaumburg, IL on
November 14, 2016 at the age of 78
years, officiating clergy Fr. Ivan Lymar
of St. Volodymyr Cathedral Parish,
Chicago, IL.

Woloschak, Michael of Liberty Twp.,
OH on December 15, 2016 at the age
of 94 years, officiating clergy Fr. John
W. Harvey of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
Youngstown, OH.
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January — CiyeHb

20th 1990 - ARCHBISHOP WOLODYMYR (DIDOWYCH)
28th 1942 - PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK
27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR

6th 1958 - PRIEST STEFAN VULCHYN

9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK

9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER LEV WESOLOWSKY
26th 1974 - PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL

9th 1984 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK @%
28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURIJ HULEY Q
17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST TYT MELNYCHUK @@@
13th 1996 - PRIEST GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY @ %

N
19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY %&@%@@@®

10th 2002 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ

Orthodox Christian Bible Studies provides free multimedia resources that are formed - and informed -
by the Holy Tradition of the Orthodox Church.

With our Bible studies you can plunge
into a book of the New Testament, looking at
the biblical text and its historical background,
| and learning how the biblical truths you learn
can transform your life.

www.uocofusa.org — www.orthodoxyouth.org
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Shpaincrie Rpatocpatne Crobo

(Wkrainian Orthodor OXord

P. 0. Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

QU

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!
The success of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

Caroling for Christ Pascha

Konspa ana Xpucra Macxa

21 January, 2017 1PM 16 KkBiTHs, 2017 p.
South Bound Brook, NJ 16 April, 2017

Lenten Retreat West

18 March, 2017
Villa Maria, PA
See p. 38

St. Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage

22-23 April, 2017
South Bound Brook, NJ

Nashi Predky - Our Ancestors
: Ukrainian Genealogy Workshop
1 April, 2017

Bethlehem, PA g May, '20;,75\
See p. 38 arnegie,

NashiPredky.org

Lenten Retreat

College Mission Trip to Ukraine

2-17 June, 2017
See www.UOCYouth.org




