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Ïðåïîäîáíèì îòöÿì, âñå÷åñíîìó ìîíàøåñòâó, Áîæîìó ëþäó

Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³ ³ ïîçà íåþ:

Ìèð Âàì â³ä íàðîäæåíîãî ç ëþáîâè äî âñ³õ íàñ
Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà!

² çíîâó ç ëàñêè Áîæî¿ äî íàñ ïðèõîäèòü â ñåðå-
äèí³ çèìè âåëèêå ñâÿòî Ð³çäâî Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî
²ñóñà Õðèñòà, íåñó÷è íàì âåñíÿíó ðàä³ñòü, ðàä³ñòü íàðî-
äæåííÿ Íåìîâëÿ, “ðàä³ñòü âåëèêó, ÿêà áóäå âñ³ì ëþäÿì.
Áî íèí³ ó ì³ñò³ Äàâèäîâîìó íàðîäèâñÿ Ñïàñèòåëü, ÿêèé
º Õðèñòîñ Áîã” (Ëê. 2, 10-11).

Ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ Òîé íà ïðèõ³ä ÿêîãî
íàä³ÿëèñÿ ñòàðîçàâ³òí³ ïðàâåäíèêè, Òîé ïðî ÿêîãî
ïðîâ³ùàëè ïðîðîêè íàðîäó ²çðà¿ëüñüêîãî, Òâîðåöü ñâ³òó,
Âñåñèëüíèé Áîã – Âñåäåðæèòåëü íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â³ä
Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿ ÿê íåì³÷íå ëþäñüêå Íåìîâëÿ. Äðóãà
îñîáà Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Òðîéö³, Ñèí Áîæèé ñòàº  Ñèíîì
Ëþäñüêèì, ùîá çðîáèòè íàñ ñèíàìè Áîæèìè ïî áëà-
ãîäàò³, ùîá ìè ìîãëè áåçáîÿçíî, íåîñóäíî ïðèçèâàòè
Íåáåñíîãî Áîãà ÿê Îòöÿ. Ñèí Áîæèé ñõîäèòü ç íåáåñ,
ùîá âñ³õ íàñ ï³äíÿòè äî íåáåñ, ùîá äàðóâàòè íàì
æèòòÿ â³÷íå, “áî áëàãîóãîäíî áóëî Îòöþ, ùîá ó Íüîìó
áóëà âñÿ ïîâíîòà ³ ùîá ÷åðåç Íüîãî ïðèìèðèòè ç Ñîáîþ
âñå, óìèðîòâîðèòè ÷åðåç Íüîãî, Êðîâ’þ õðåñòà Éîãî, ³
çåìíå, ³ íåáåñíå” (Êîë. 1, 19-20). Ñèí Áîæèé ïðèíè-
æóºòüñÿ Ñâî¿ì íàðîäæåííÿì, ÿê ïèøå àïîñòîë Ïàâëî:
“áóäó÷è îáðàçîì Áîæèì, ïðèíèçèâ Ñåáå Ñàìîãî, ïðè-
éíÿâøè âèãëÿä ðàáà, çðîáèâøèñü ïîä³áíèì äî ëþäåé,
³ ç âèãëÿäó ñòàâ ÿê ëþäèíà” (Ôëï 2, 6-7) ç áåçêîíå÷íî¿
ëþáîâ³ äî íàñ.

Ñüîãîäí³ ðàä³º íåáåñíå ³ çåìíå, ñüîãîäí³ “ïðèé-
øëà ïîâíîòà ÷àñó” (Ãàë. 4,4), ÿêó ÷åêàëè â³êàìè, ÿêà
îá³öÿíà  Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ çáóëîñÿ ñêàçàíå Ãîñïîäîì ÷åðåç
ïðîðîêà, ÿêèé ãîâîðèòü : “îñü Ä³âà â óòðîá³ ïðèéìå é
íàðîäèòü Ñèíà, ³ íàðå÷óòü ³ì’ÿ Éîìó Åììàíó¿ë, ùî îçíà-
÷àº – ç íàìè Áîã” (Ìò 1,22). Àíãåëè ³ ëþäè äóõîâíî
ðàä³þòü. ² ñüîãîäí³ ìè ðàçîì ç Ñâÿòîþ Öåðêâîþ
ñï³âàºìî: “Õðèñòîñ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ – ñëàâ³òå,
Õðèñòîñ ç íåáåñ – çóñòð³÷àéòå, Õðèñòîñ

íà çåìë³ – âåëè÷àéòå” (³ðìîñ 1 ï³ñí³ êàíîíà Ð³çäâÿíî¿
óòðåí³).

Ñâ³ò, ÿêèé ï³ñëÿ ãð³õîïàä³ííÿ Àäàìà ³ ªâè, áóâ
îïîâèòèé ñìóòêîì ³ òåìðÿâîþ, ÿêèé âòðàòèâ ÷åðåç ãð³õ
ñèí³âñüêèé çâ’ÿçîê ç Áîãîì, ñüîãîäí³ òîðæåñòâóº, áî
Ñèí Áîæèé Ñâî¿ì íàðîäæåííÿì çíîâó â³äíîâëþº
ëþäñüêîìó ðîäó øëÿõ äî ïðèìèðåííÿ ëþäèíè ç Áîãîì,
øëÿõ äî âñèíîâëåííÿ ³ îáîæåííÿ.

Â ñüîãîäí³øí³é âå÷³ð á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â òîìó
íàçàä íàä ñâ³òîì çàñ³ÿëà íîâà Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ, ùîá
ïîêàçàòè øëÿõ äî íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ
ó Âèôëåºìñüê³é ïå÷åð³ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì. ßê ïèøå
ªâàíãåëèñò Ìàòâ³é, îäí³ ç ïåðøèõ, ÿê³ ïðèéøëè
ïðèâ³òàòè íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Áîãî÷îëîâ³êà áóëè ìóäðåö³
ç³ Ñõîäó, ùî áà÷èëè çîðþ Éîãî ³ ï³øëè ïîêëîíèòèñü
Éîìó (Ìò. 2,2). Ñâÿòèé ²îàí Çîëîòîóñò çàçíà÷àº, ùî
Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ íå áóëà çâè÷àéíîþ ç³ðêîþ, òîìó ùî
ðóõàëàñü íå òàê ÿê çâè÷àéí³ çîð³ íà íåáîñõèë³ ò³ëüêè ç³
ñõîäó íà çàõ³ä, à íàâ³òü ç ï³âíî÷³ ç ªðóñàëèìó íà ï³âäåíü
äî Âèôëåºìó, ñõ³äí³ ìóäðåö³ ¿¿ áà÷èëè ³ âäåíü ³ âíî÷³,
÷àñàìè ç³ðêà ùåçàëà, à ÷àñàìè ïîÿâëÿëàñÿ, ùîá ïîêà-
çàòè äîðîãó, à êîëè òðåáà ³ çóïèíÿëàñÿ, ÿê íàä Âèôëå-
ºìñüêîþ ïå÷åðîþ äå áóëî Íåìîâëÿ (Ìò. 2,9). Ñâÿòèé
²îàí Çîëîòîóñò ðîáèòü âèñíîâîê, ùî öå áóëà íå ïðîñòà
çîðÿ, à íåâèäèìà ñèëà, ÿêà ïðèéíÿëà îáðàç ç³ðêè. ²íø³
Ñâÿò³ Îòö³ çàçíà÷àþòü, ùî öå áóâ Àðõàíãåë Ãàâðè¿ë,
ÿêèé ïðèéíÿâ îáðàç ç³ðêè, à ï³ñëÿ ¿õ ïîêëîí³ííÿ ³
ïðèíåñåííÿ äàð³â íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Õðèñòó Ñïàñèòåëþ

ó ñí³ âæå ç’ÿâèâñÿ ñõ³äíèì ìóäðåöÿì â ñâîºìó
ä³éñíîìó îáðàç³, íàêàçóþ÷è ¿ì íå ïîâåðòàòèñÿ

äî ²ðîäà.
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Christ is Born!
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Feast of the Nativity
of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 2009

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond

the Borders of Ukraine and to our Brothers and
Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine:

Peace be with you from the Christ-Child –
born of God’s Love for us!

Once again, we experience, by the grace of God,
the Great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior
Jesus Christ in the midst of Winter, bringing to us a Spring-
like joy, the joy of the birth of the Infant, “a great joy
which will be for all people…for there is born to you this day
in the city of David, a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2: 10-11).

Today is born the One whose advent the Righteous
men and women of the Old Testament hoped for, the One
proclaimed by the Prophets of the nation of Israel, the Cre-
ator of the World, the Almighty and Sustaining God is born of
the All-Holy Virgin Mary as a weak human child.  The Second
Person of the Holy Trinity becomes the Son of Man, to make
us children of God by Grace, so that we may, with boldness
and without condemnation call upon our Heavenly God, as
Father. The Son of God descends from the Heaven to raise all
to Heaven, to grant us life eternal, “For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the
blood of His Cross (Colossians 1: 19-20). By His birth the Son
of God humbles Himself as the Apostle Paul says: “…being in
the form of God…made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men”
(Philippians 2:6-7) with endless love for us.

Today heaven and earth rejoice, “the fullness of
time has arrived” (Galatians 4:4), anticipated for centuries,
promised by God - “So all this was done that it might
be fulfilled, which was spoken by the

Lord through the prophet, saying:  ‘Behold, the Virgin shall
be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel’, which is translated ‘God with us.’” (Matthew
1:22) Angels and humans spiritually rejoice. Today we sing
with the Holy Church: “Christ is born – glorify Him! Christ
has come from Heaven – welcome Him! Christ is on earth
– exult Him! (Irmos of the Nativity Matins Canon)

The world, which after the sinful fall of Adam and
Eve, was veiled in sadness and darkness and because of sin
lost its filial relationship with God, rejoices today for the
Son of God, by His nativity, again renews to humanity the
path of reconciliation with God, which leads to adoption by
God and  to Theosis (becoming one with God).

On the eve of this Holy Day, more that 2000
years ago, the new Bethlehem star shone above the world
to guide the Wise Men from the East to the new-born
Christ the Savior in a Bethlehem cave. As the Evangelist
Matthew records, among the first to arrive and welcome
the new-born God-man were the Wise Men from the East,
“who saw His star and came to worship Him” (Matthew
2:2). Saint John Chrysostom comments that the star of
Bethlehem was not an ordinary star, for it moved not as
do other stars in the firmament, from east to west, but
from the north of Jerusalem to the south to Bethlehem;
the wise men from the east saw it throughout the day and
the night, until it stood over the Bethlehem cave, “where
the young child was.” (Matthew 2:9)

Saint John Chrysostom states that this was not an
ordinary star, but an invisible power, which
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Á³ëüø ÿê 2000 ðîê³â Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ ïðèâåëà
ìóäðåö³â ç³ Ñõîäó ïîêëîíèòèñÿ íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Ñïà-
ñèòåëåâ³ ³ ñüîãîäí³ öÿ çîðÿ ïðèâåëà âñ³õ íàñ äîðîãîþ
äî õðàì³â Áîæèõ, ùîá ïîêëîíèòèñÿ Òîìó, ÿêèé Ñàì º
“äîðîãîþ, ïðàâäîþ ³ æèòòÿì” (²â.14,6) íàøèì. Âæå
á³ëüøå ÿê 1020 ðîê³â öÿ Âèôëåºìñüêà çîðÿ îñâ³òëþº
øëÿõ íàøîìó Áîãîëþáèâîìó óêðà¿íñüêîìó íàðîäîâ³ â
Óêðà¿í³ ³ çà ¿¿ ìåæàìè. Öåé øëÿõ áóòòÿ ó Õðèñò³ íàøîãî
íàðîäó áóâ ÷àñàìè ïîä³áíèé äî ÷àñ³â ìó÷åíèöüêèõ
ïåðøèõ â³ê³â õðèñòèÿíñòâà, ïîíàä 70 ðîê³â ñàòàíèíñüêà
êîìóí³ñòè÷íà ³ìïåð³ÿ õîò³ëà ï³äì³íèòè ñâ³òëî Âèôëå-
ºìñüêî¿ çîð³ ñâîºþ ÷åðâîíîþ ç³ðêîþ, àëå ñâ³òëî Âèôëå-
ºìñüêî¿ çîð³ í³êîëè íå çíèêàëî ³ íå çíèêíå ç³ øëÿõó
íàøîãî áîãîëþáèâîãî íàðîäó, áî ç íàìè Áîã, ÿêèé
ñüîãîäí³ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ ó Âèôëåºì³ Þäåéñüêîìó.

Ñåðäå÷íî â³òàºìî âñ³õ âàñ, íàøèõ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð
ïî â³ð³ ³ êðîâ³, â ä³àñïîð³ ³ â Óêðà¿í³ ç âåëèêèì ñâÿòîì
Ð³çäâà Ãîñïîäà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà ³ ìîëèìî,
ùîá áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ
ïåðåáóâàëî íàä âñ³ìà âàìè çàâæäè ³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ ³ íà
â³êè â³÷í³.

Â Õðèñòîâ³é ëþáîâ³ òà ðàä³ñíèìè â³òàííÿìè,

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 3)

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

 ³ â ä³àñïîð³;

+ ²âàí
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â

Êàíàä³;

+ Àíòîí³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ²îàí
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³;

+ Þð³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â

Êàíàä³;

+ ªðåì³ÿ
Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿

Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

+ ²ëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

â ÑØÀ

Christ is Born!
appeared in the form of a star. Other Holy Fathers note that it
was the Archangel Gabriel, who assumed that form of a star
and who, after the Wise Men worshipped and presented gifts
to the new-born Christ the Savior, appeared to them in a
dream in his true form, warning them not to return to Herod.

More than 2000 years ago the star of Bethlehem
guided the Wise Men to worship the newborn Savior and today
that star guides all of us to our parish churches to worship Him,
Who is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6)  For
more than 1020 years this star of Bethlehem has enlightened
the way traveled by our God-loving Ukrainian people in Ukraine
and beyond her borders. This path of life in Christ, followed by
our people was at times similar to the times of martyrdom
experienced in the early ages of Christianity.  For over 70 years
the satanic Communist empire sought to replace the star of
Bethlehem with its red star, but the light of the star of Bethlehem
never did and never will grow dim and will never cease to
enlighten the way traveled by our God-loving nation for “God
is with us”, Who is born today in Bethlehem of Judea.

We wholeheartedly greet all of you – our spiritual
children and our brothers and sisters in the Faith and by blood
lineage, who reside in Ukraine and in the Diaspora, with the
great feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and we pray that the blessings of the new-born Christ the
Savior will remain with you at all times unto the ages of ages.

In His abundant Love and with great Joy,

+ Constantine
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

and in Diaspora

+ John
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+Ioan
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ Yurij
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy

+ Ilarion
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andrij
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

(Conclusion from p. 4)
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Ùîá çðîçóì³òè óðî÷èñò³ñòü ³êîíîãðàô³÷íîãî
çîáðàæåííÿ Ð³çäâà, ïîäóìàºìî, ÿê ìîæíà áóëî á
“íàéïðèðîäí³øå”, “³ñòèííî” çîáðàçèòè éîãî. Ð³çäâÿí³
ëèñò³âêè ³ ïîñåðåäíÿ óÿâà ïðîïîíóþòü çîáðàæåííÿ õë³âà
ç îäí³ºþ-äâîìà îâå÷êàìè ³ Ìàò³ð, ùî ëàñêàâî ³ ïåñòëèâî
äèâèòüñÿ íà Íåìîâëÿ.

Òà ÿêùî ìè äåòàëüí³øå âíèêíåìî â êàíîí³÷íó
³êîíó Ð³çäâà - ÿê íå äèâíî, ñàìå òàêèõ äåòàëåé, ìè ³ íå
ïîáà÷èìî.

Íàéïîì³òí³øèì º òå, ùî íåìàº õë³âà. Íåìàº í³
äåðåâ’ÿíî¿, í³ ãëèíîáèòíî¿ áóä³âë³, íåìàº ñîëîìè, íåìàº
ÿñåë, íåìàº îâåöü. Íåìîâëÿ ëåæèòü íå â çðîáëåíèõ
ëþäñüêèìè ðóêàìè ÿñëàõ, à â ïå÷åð³.

×îìó ñàìå â ïå÷åð³? Òîìó, ùî ³êîíîïèñåöü
íàìàãàºòüñÿ ïåðåäàòè âàæëèâ³ñòü òîãî, ùî â³äáóâàºòüñÿ,
äàòè â³äïîâ³äü íà ïèòàííÿ - ùî íåñå íàì öåé ³ñòîðè÷íèé
ìîìåíò ³ ò³ îáñòàâèíè, ÿêèìè â³í ñåáå îòî÷èâ, ³ ùî öå
âñå çíà÷èòü äëÿ íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ? Ñïðàâà íå ò³ëüêè â
òîìó, ùî íàðîäèëîñÿ Íåìîâëÿ. Íåõàé íàâ³òü ÷óäåñíå
Íåìîâëÿ ³ íàðîäæåíå ÷óäåñíèì ÷èíîì. Çì³ñò òîãî, ùî
â³äáóëîñÿ ç Ìàð³ºþ, ïåðåäàþòü íå ñò³ëüêè “õðîí³êè”
Ìàòôåÿ àáî Ëóêè, ñê³ëüêè áîãîñëîâñüêå ñâ³ä÷åííÿ ²îàíà:
“Ñëîâî ñòàëî ïëîòòþ ³ æèëî ç íàìè, ïîâíå áëàãîäàò³
é ³ñòèíè.” (²í. 1, 14).

Ó ïðèâåäåí³é âèùå ôðàç³ ç ªâàíãåë³¿ â³ä ²îàíà
ðåçþìóºòüñÿ çì³ñò Ð³çäâà. Çíà÷èòü, ðîçóì³ííÿ ³êîíè Ð³çäâà
ñòàíå á³ëüø ãëèáøèì, ÿêùî ñï³âñòàâèòè ¿¿ íå ò³ëüêè ç
ðîçïîâ³äÿìè Ëóêè ³ Ìàòôåÿ, àëå ³ ç³ ñâ³ä÷åííÿì ²îàíà
Áîãîñëîâà. Çì³ñò Ð³çäâà - Áîãîâò³ëåííÿ: âò³ëåííÿ Áîãà,
÷èñòî äóõîâíî¿ Ñóòíîñò³. Îòæå, “Ñëîâî ñòàëî ïëîòòþ”.
Ãîðí³é ñâ³ò ïîºäíàâñÿ ç çåìíèì. “...ïðèéøëî äî âàñ
Öàðñòâî Áîæå” (Ëê. 11, 20). Ùî æ ªâàíãåë³ÿ ãîâîðèòü
ïðî öå Öàðñòâî ³ ç ÷èì ïîð³âíþº éîãî?

“...Áî öàðñòâî Áîæå âñåðåäèí³ âàñ º”, -
ïðîãîëîøóº Ñïàñèòåëü (Ëê. 17, 21). Öàðñòâî Íåáåñíå
“...ïîä³áíå äî ÷îëîâ³êà, ùî ïîñ³ÿâ äîáðå íàñ³ííÿ íà
ïîë³ ñâî¿ì; ...äî ã³ð÷è÷íîãî çåðíà; ...äî ñêàðáó,
çàêîïàíîãî â ïîë³; ...äî çàêâàñêè, ...íà òðè ì³ðêè
áîðîøíà; ...äî íåâîäà, çàêèíóòîãî â ìîðå” (Ìô.
13). Âñ³ ö³ ïîð³âíÿííÿ õàðàêòåðèçóº ñï³ëüíà ðèñà, à ñàìå:
Öàðñòâî Íåáåñíå ìàº âëàñòèâ³ñòü ðîçì³ùàòèñÿ
ïîñåðåä áóäü-ÿêî¿ ñòèõ³¿, ³ êîæíà ç íèõ ã³äíà
Éîãî. Â ïðèâåäåíèõ ïðèêëàäàõ ðîçêðè-

âàºòüñÿ ãîëîâíèé çì³ñò Íîâîãî Çàâ³òó: Áîã ïðèéøîâ ó
ñâ³ò ³ çðóéíóâàâ ñò³íó áîãîâ³ä÷óæåííÿ, ñïîðóäæåíó
ëþäüìè ì³æ íèìè ³ Áîãîì.

Òîä³ ñòàº çðîçóì³ëîþ ñèìâîë³êà ïå÷åðè íà ³êîí³
Ð³çäâà: ïå÷åðà - öå ïîäîáà ñâ³òó, ó ñàìó ãëèáèíó ÿêîãî
âõîäèòü Áîã, ïîä³áíî äî çåðíà àáî çàêâàñêè, ùî
âêèäàºòüñÿ â ïîëå àáî â ò³ñòî. Ïå÷åðà - öå ñåðöåâèíà
çåìë³, îñåðåäîê ìàòåð³àëüíîñò³. ² â öå ñåðåäîâèùå
äîáðîâ³ëüíî âõîäèòü Òîé, ïðî Êîãî ñêàçàíî: “Áîã º
äóõ” (²í. 4, 24).

Ïå÷åðà äàºòüñÿ òåìíèì ôîíîì: òåìíîòà áåç
íàéìåíøîãî ïðîñâ³òêó. ² íà ôîí³ ö³º¿ òåìðÿâè ñÿº
íàé÷èñò³øîþ á³ëèçíîþ îäÿã Íåìîâëÿòè. “² ñâ³òëî â òåìðÿâ³
ñâ³òèòü, ³ òåìðÿâà íå îãîðíóëà Éîãî” (²í. 1, 5).

Íàðîäæåííÿ Ñèíà Áîæîãî ñåðåä ëþäåé, âõî-
äæåííÿ Ïðåäâ³÷íîãî Áîãà â íàø ñâ³ò íå çðóéíóâàëè
çâè÷íèé ïîðÿäîê ðå÷åé. Òâîðåöü íåáà ³ çåìë³ ç³éøîâ
íà çåìëþ, ïðîòå ñîíöå ³ ç ³ðêè (êð³ì îäí³º¿)
ïðîäîâæóâàëè ñâ³é çâè÷àéíèé õ³ä. Íåáî íå ðîçêîëîëîñÿ,
ð³êè íå ïîòåêëè íàçàä, ëþäè íå îí³ì³ëè â³ä ñòðàõó ³
ì³ñòè÷íîãî çàõîïëåííÿ. “Îñü, Îòðîê Ì³é, Êîòðîãî ß
òðèìàþ çà ðóêó, îáðàíèé Ì³é, äî ÿêîãî áëàãîâîëèòü
äóøà Ìîÿ. Ïîêëàäó äóõ Ì³é íà Íüîãî, ³
ïðîãîëîñèòü íàðîäàì ñóä; íå âîçîï³º ³ íå ï³äí³ìå
ãîëîñó Ñâîãî, ³ íå äàñòü ïî÷óòè éîãî íà âóëèöÿõ;
òðîñòèíè íàäëàìàíî¿ íå ïåðåëîìèòü, ³ ëüîíó
êàäÿùîãî íå çàãàñèòü; áóäå ðîáèòè ñóä ïî ³ñòèí³” -
òàê çà ñ³ì ñòîð³÷ äî íî÷³ Ð³çäâà îïèñàâ ïðèõ³ä Ñèíà
Áîæîãî ïðîðîê ²ñàéÿ” (²ñ. 42, 1-3). Ñâ³ò çàëèøàºòüñÿ
ïðàêòè÷íî íåçì³íåíèì. Éîãî òåìðÿâà ìàéæå âñ³ì
çàêðèëà î÷³, ëèøå äåÿê³ çíàõîäÿòü äîðîãó äî

Âèôëåºìñüêèõ ÿñåë... À õòîñü øóêàòèìå öþ äîðîãó
ëèøå äëÿ òîãî, ùîá çàïîä³ÿòè ñìåðòü

íîâîíàðîäæåíîìó Öàðþ.

IÊÎÍÎÃÐÀÔ²ß
Ð²ÇÄÂÀ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÎÃÎ



Â i ð à
7 ÷. 4 (132), 2008

Â ³êîí³ ñèìâîë³êà ñâ³òëà íàäçâè÷àéíî âàæëèâà.
ªâàíãåë³º íàñè÷åíå ñâ³òëîì ³ ñâ³òëîâèìè îáðàçàìè - ³
ìîâà ³êîíè, çâè÷àéíî, òåæ íå ìîæå áóòè ³íøîþ. “Íàðîä,
ùî õîäèòü ó òüì³, ïîáà÷èòü ñâ³òëî âåëèêå; íà æèâèõ
ó êðà¿í³ ò³íåé ñìåðòíèõ ñâ³òëî çàñ³ÿº” (²ñ. 9, 2) “ß
ñâ³òëî ñâ³òîâ³; õòî ï³äå âñë³ä çà Ìíîþ, òîé íå õîäèòèìå
â òåìðÿâ³, à ìàòèìå ñâ³òëî æèòòÿ” (²í. 8, 12). “Ó Íüîìó
áóëî æèòòÿ, ³ æèòòÿ áóëî ñâ³òëîì ëþäÿì” (²í. 1,4).
“Äîêè ß â ñâ³ò³, ß ñâ³òëî ñâ³òîâ³” (²í. 9, 5).

Îòæå, Áîã ó ñâ³ò³ - öå ñâ³òëî ñâ³òîâ³. Äî Õðèñòà
òàêî¿ ïîâíîòè ñâ³òëîíîñíîñò³ ñâ³ò íå ìàâ.

Ëþäèíà ñòàëà ³íøîþ ç ²ñóñîì Õðèñòîì, í³æ áóëà
äî Íüîãî. ̄ ¿ ïðèðîäà çì³íèëàñÿ. Âñå, ùî ñïîòâîðþâàëî
ëþäñüêèé îáðàç ç ÷àñ³â Àäàìà, áóëî çíåøêîäæåíå
Áîãîâò³ëåííÿì, Õðåñòîì ³ Ï’ÿòèäåñÿòíèöåþ. Òåïåð Áîã
óæå íå çäàëåêà, ÷åðåç ãîðè ³ õìàðè çâåðòàºòüñÿ äî
ëþäèíè, à ïðîìîâëÿº â íàøîìó ñåðö³. Ñàìå òîìó, ùî
òåïåð óæå íå ò³ëüêè “...ß ñâ³òëî ñâ³òîâ³” (²í. 9, 5), àëå ³
“Âè - ñâ³òëî ñâ³òó” (Ìô. 5, 14). Òåïåð ó÷í³ Õðèñòà, â³ðí³
Éîìó, ò³, ó êîìó Â³í æèâå ³ ä³º, âîíè òåïåð - æèâèé ³
î÷åâèäíèé ïðîÿâ Áîãà, òîìó ùî “...â³äîáðàçèòüñÿ ó
âàñ Õðèñòîñ” (Ãàë. 4, 19). “Òàê íåõàé ñÿº ñâ³òëî âàøå
ïåðåä ëþäüìè, ùîá âîíè áà÷èëè âàø³ äîáð³ ä³ëà ³
ïðîñëàâëÿëè Îòöÿ âàøîãî Íåáåñíîãî” (Ìô. 5, 16).
Îñü òà âåðøèíà - ïðèçíà÷åíà õðèñòèÿíèíó. Íå ëåãêî
íåñòè õðåñò â³ðè â Õðèñòà. ² íå ëåãêî òâîðèòè äîáð³
ñïðàâè (íàâ³òü â ³ì’ÿ Éîãî).

Îäèí ïèñüìåííèê ñêàçàâ, ùî í³õòî í³êîëè íå
ñòàâ áè ïîäâèæíèêîì, ÿêáè íå ïîáà÷èâ îäíîãî ðàçó
íà îáëè÷÷³ ³íøî¿ ëþäèíè ñÿéâî Â³÷íîãî Æèòòÿ... Ñàìå
öå ñâ³òëî îñâ³òèëî êîëèñü àïîñòîë³â, ³ ñàìå öå ñâ³òëî
ï³äêîðèëî íàéìîãóòí³øó â ñâ³ò³ ³ìïåð³þ äâàíàäöÿòüîì
ðèáàëêàì.

Çâåðí³òü óâàãó, ùî óñï³õè çîâí³øíüî¿ ïðîïîâ³ä³ ó
àïîñòîë³â ò³ñíî ïîâ’ÿçàí³ ç âíóòð³øí³ì íàñòðîºì äóõà:
“Â³í (Âàðíàâà - À.Ê.)...óìîâëÿâ óñ³õ òðèìàòèñÿ
Ãîñïîäà ùèðèì ñåðöåì; áî â³í áóâ ÷îëîâ³ê äîáðèé
³ ñïîâíåíèé Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî ³ â³ðè. ² ïðèºäíàëîñÿ
÷èìàëî íàðîäó äî Ãîñïîäà” (Ä³ÿí. 11, 23-24).

“ß ïðîñëàâèâ Òåáå íà çåìë³, çâåðøèâ ä³ëî,
ÿêå Òè äîðó÷èâ Ìåí³ âèêîíàòè.” (²í. 17, 4), - ìîëèâñÿ
Õðèñòîñ Îòöþ íàïåðåäîäí³ ñâî¿õ ñòðàæäàíü. “Ñëàâà
Õðèñòîâà” - öå ïîäâèã íåñåííÿ õðåñòà. Ñóì³ñíèöòâî öèõ
äâîõ ïîíÿòü: ñëàâè (ïåðåìîãè) ³ õðåñòà (ñòðàæäàííÿ) -
³ áóëî íàéíåçðîçóì³ë³øèì â Õðèñòîâ³é ïðîïîâ³ä³. “Òîä³
ï³ä³éøëà äî Íüîãî ìàòè ñèí³â Çåâåäåºâèõ (àïîñòîë³â
ßêîâà ³ ²îàíà - À.Ê.) ç ñèíàìè ñâî¿ìè, ³, âêëîíèâøèñü,
ïðîñèëà ÷îãîñü ó Íüîãî. Â³í ñêàçàâ ¿é: ÷îãî òè õî÷åø?
Âîíà ãîâîðèòü Éîìó: ñêàæè, ùîá ö³ äâà ñèíè ìî¿
ñ³ëè â Òåáå îäèí ç ïðàâîãî áîêó, à äðóãèé ç ë³âîãî
â Öàðñòâ³ Òâî¿ì. ²ñóñ ñêàçàâ ó â³äïîâ³äü: íå çíàºòå,
÷îãî ïðîñèòå. ×è ìîæåòå ïèòè ÷àøó, ÿêó ß ïèòèìó,
³ õðåñòèòèñü õðåùåííÿì, ÿêèì ß õðåùóñÿ?” (Ìô.
20, 20-22). Íàâ³òü ó ìîìåíò íàéá³ëüøîãî ïðîñëàâëåííÿ
Õðèñòà, ó ìîìåíò âèêîíàííÿ Íèì Éîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ, ïî
ïðàâó ³ ë³âó ñòîðîíó â³ä Íüîãî áóäóòü ðîçï’ÿò³
ïðîñò³ ðîçá³éíèêè... ² ×àøó Éîìó íàëå-

æèòü ïèòè â êðèâàâîìó ïîòó â Ãåôñèìàí³¿... Íàâ³òü
“...ñëàâó, ÿêó Òè äàâ Ìåí³, ß äàâ ¿ì...” (²í. 17, 22). ²
ÿêùî õòî õî÷å ðîçä³ëèòè ç Íèì ñëàâó Éîãî - òîìó âîíà
áóäå äàíà, àëå ðàçîì ³ç Éîãî ñòðàæäàííÿìè: - “÷àøó
Ìîþ áóäåòå ïèòè, ³ õðåùåííÿì, ÿêèì ß õðåùóñÿ,
áóäåòå õðåñòèòèñÿ” (Ìô. 20, 23).

Òåïåð ïðèãàäàºìî ùå îäèí ñòàðîçàâ³òíèé òåêñò:
“Íå îðè âîëîì ³ îñëîì ðàçîì” (Âòîð. 2, 10). Ìè
çíàºìî, ùî äëÿ ïåðøèõ êíèã Á³áë³¿ äóæå âàæëèâèé
ìîòèâ ðîçä³ëåííÿ - çàõèñò â³ä çì³øàííÿ. ²çðà¿ëü íå ìàº
ïðàâà âòðàòèòè ñâîº çíàííÿ ªäèíîãî Áîãà ÷åðåç
ïîºäíàííÿ ç ÿçè÷íèêàìè. Àëå äî Õðèñòà ìàþòü ïðàâî
äîñòóïó âñ³ ëþäè - çâ³äêè á âîíè íå ïîõîäèëè. Âàæëèâå
íå ¿õíº ïîõîäæåííÿ. Âàæëèâå - ¿õíº ïîêëèêàííÿ. ×è
ãîòîâ³ âè ñë³äóâàòè çà Õðèñòîì, ïðèéíÿòè Éîãî ÿê ñâîãî
ªäèíîãî Ãîñïîäà? ßêùî òàê - òî “Íåìà âæå ³óäåÿ, í³
ÿçè÷íèêà; íåìà ðàáà, í³ â³ëüíîãî; íåìà ÷îëîâ³÷î¿
ñòàò³, í³ æ³íî÷î¿; áî âñ³ âè - îäíå â Õðèñò³ ²ñóñ³”
(Ãàë. 3, 28). ² îñü, á³ëÿ ÿñåë Áîãîëþäèíè çóñòð³÷àþòüñÿ
â³ë ³ îñåë. Ó öåðêîâí³é ñèìâîë³ö³ öå çóñòð³÷ ³çðà¿ëüñüêîãî
íàðîäó ³ ïîãàíñüêîãî.

Ó çîáðàæåíí³ Ìàòåð³ ³ Íåìîâëÿòè îá’ºäíóþòüñÿ
äâà ðÿäè ñèìâîë³â Öàðñòâà Áîæîãî. Íåìîâëÿ â ïå÷åð³
íàãàäóº ìîëèòâåíèêó ïðî Íîâîçàâ³òí³ îáðàçè Öàðñòâà,
à Ìàð³ÿ íà ñõèë³ ãîðè ïîâåðòàº íàñ äî Ñòàðîçàâ³òíèõ
î÷³êóâàíü öüîãî Öàðñòâà.

Âàæëèâî çàóâàæèòè, ùî Ìàð³ÿ íà ³êîí³ íå
äèâèòüñÿ íà Íåìîâëÿ. Òå, ùî ò³ëüêè ùî â³äáóëîñÿ, ó
Ñèìâîë³ Â³ðè âèä³ëåíî ñëîâàìè - “íàñ çàðàäè ëþäåé
³ íàøîãî çàðàäè ñïàñ³ííÿ”. Ñèí Áîæèé ïðèéøîâ íà
çåìëþ, ùîá ïîëåãøèòè ãí³ò ëþäñüêèõ ìóê. Â ö³ õâèëèíè
ñóìí³âè òðèâîæàòü çåìíîãî âîñïðèºìíèêà Õðèñòà -
Éîñèôà - ôîðìàëüíîãî ÷îëîâ³êà Ìàð³¿.

Ìàð³ÿ íàðîäèëàñÿ ï³ñëÿ äîâãèõ ÷åêàíü ³ ìîëèòîâ
¿¿ áàòüê³â. Áàòüêè Ìàð³¿ (²îàêèì ³ Àííà) âèð³øèëè
ïîñâÿòèòè äèòÿ Áîãó. Ç äèòèíñòâà Ìàð³ÿ âèõîâóâàëàñü
ïðè ²ºðóñàëèìñüêîìó Õðàì³. Êîëè â³ê ¯¿ äîñÿã ïîðîãà
ä³âîöòâà, áàòüêè ïîìåðëè. Çàêîíè ðèòóàëüíî¿ ÷èñòîòè
íå äîçâîëÿëè æèòè â Õðàì³ ïîâíîë³òí³é ä³â÷èí³.
Ìîíàñòèð³â ñòàðîçàâ³òíèé ñâ³ò ùå íå çíàâ. Á³ëüø òîãî,
ñóñï³ëüíà äóìêà ³ ðåë³ã³ÿ ²çðà¿ëþ ñóâîðî â³äíîñèëàñü äî
áåçä³òíèõ ïàð, îñîáëèâî äî æ³íîê, ³ îñîáëèâî ç ðîäó
Äàâèäà, äî ÿêîãî íàëåæàëà Ìàð³ÿ (òîìó ùî í³õòî íå
çíàâ, â³ä êîãî ñàìå íàðîäèòüñÿ äîâãîæäàíèé Ìåñ³ÿ). ²
ÿê çíàòè, ìîæëèâî, ñàìå òà æ³íêà, ÿêà ùîéíî
â³äìîâèëàñÿ â³ä øëþáó ³ ä³òîðîä³ííÿ, ìîãëà á ñòàòè
ìàò³ð’þ Ñïàñèòåëÿ ³, òåïåð³øíÿ ¿¿ áåçïë³äí³ñòü ùå íà
áàãàòî ðîê³â çàòðèìàº ïðèøåñòÿ Ðàä³ñíîãî Äíÿ... Çàêîí
äèêòóâàâ êîæí³é ä³â÷èí³ ÿêîìîãà øâèäøå âèéòè çàì³æ.
Àëå â Ìàð³¿ áóëî â³ä÷óòòÿ, ùî ¯¿ æèòòºâå ïðèçíà÷åííÿ
ïîâ’ÿçàíå ç ÷èìîñü á³ëüøèì, í³æ çâè÷àéíèé øëþá.

Âîíà âïðîñèëà ñâÿùåíèê³â âèäàòè ̄ ¿ çàì³æ ëèøå
ôîðìàëüíî. Ç õðàìó ïåðåäàëè ¯¿ ñòàðîìó âä³âöþ, ùî
ìàâ ä³òåé â³ä ïåðøî¿ äðóæèíè ³ îá³öÿâ áåðåãòè ÷èñòîòó

Ä³âè (ä³òè Éîñèôà â Åâàíãåë³ÿõ íàçèâàþòüñÿ
“áðàòàìè ²ñóñà”).

 (Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 13)
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The Eve of the Nativity of our Lord, God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, is celebrated variously by different
religious and cultural traditions.

We are all heirs to some shared group tradition.
We also create and develop our own ways of highlighting
special events.

So when we say “Svyat Vechir,” we have in mind
a series of things, including culinary delights, that identify
a particular way of celebrating the Birth of Christ. The
same is true of “Reveillon” or “Vigilia” or “Hogmanay.”
At the same time, there is no monolithic concept of
“Ukrainian Christmas.” Regional traditions impact its
celebration, even across several generations of Ukrainians
born and living in North America.

It is inevitable that mainstream and other cultural
practices can and do blend in to create unique celebrations
that often vary not only from parish to parish, but also
from house to house!

The Ukrainian celebration of Christ’s Nativity is
really a spiritual attitude that the traditions should, ideally,
help develop within our hearts. This is why preparation in
advance is necessary to help put ourselves within the
true Christ-centered nature of this holy day.

The first way to prepare is, of course, the spiritual
way.

As we wait for the Birth of Christ, the Church
increases Her readings from
the Prophets of the Old
Testament who foretold His
Coming.

It is important for
us to find some time, in the
midst of busy year-end
work schedules and last
minute shopping, to enter
into the spir itual ity of
waiting that marks the
prophetic vision.

Doubling our rea-
ding of the Psalms is also a
good way of adorning the
living tree of our souls with
the beauty of the Christmas
Light . . .

Frequent and
thoughtful reflection on the

Jesus Prayer will truly activate our spiritual awareness as
we use the “Epiclesis of Jesus Christ” and call down His
saving Grace on our hearts.

Frequent attendance at the Divine Liturgy and
Communion is another excellent way to deepen our union
and relationship with Christ.

Reading of the Church Services helps to focus
our inner attention on what it is that we will be celebrating
on the Feast of the Nativity. Russell Sawchyn’s accessible
links in this regard on this website cannot be commended
too highly!

In fact, everything that
we do to prepare for the
Feast of the Nativity, and
everything that we see around
us, even the commercial
aspects of Christmas, can be
transformed into a meditation
on Christ and His Light which
He brings us as His great Gift
to us.

There are many ways in
which we may enhance
mainstream cultural traditions
with those reflecting our own.

What about decorating
the Christmas tree with small
Icons on ribbons? The Icons
could represent the Nativity,
the Baptism in the Jordan, St
Nicholas, the Mother of God,

Ukrainian Svyat-Vechir
Traditions and Spirit

Dr. Alexander Roman
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St Stephen, St John the Baptist and other
themes of the Nativity season.

Special Pysanky or decorate
eggs with Christmas themes (or even
snowflakes) could be created and
adapted for use at this time.

An Icon of the Nativity should
be placed next to the Christmas tree
as a “Vertep” or Nativity Scene. Use of
Ukrainian embroidery should punctuate
everything, of course!

Many of the traditions asso-
ciated with “Svyat-Vechir” are of pre-
Christian origin that were “baptized” and
reinterpreted following AD988, the year
of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus’-Ukraine.

The “kutya” was always
considered to be the “food of Heaven.”
It was kutya or “kollivo” or a mixture
of boiled wheat that was eaten by
Christians in honour of special holidays
like Namedays.

For funerals or periods of fa-
sting, no poppy-seed is added. The “mak”
or poppy-seed is blessed on the Feast
of the Makabees, owing to a play on the name, in August.

The “drink of Heaven” or a compote made of 12
fruits is also served. All the (ideally 12) dishes are in fact
meatless, something that was also done in pre-Christian
times as a kind of sacrifice.

The number “12” bears strong Christian significance
owing to the number of the Apostles. It actually reflects
the 12 months of the year spent in Christ, the “year of
the Lord” and the 12 tribes of the New Israel which is the
Body of Christ of which we are members.

The “didukh” or wheat-sheaf is a sacred object
during the Feast of the Nativity. Like the kernel that dies
in the ground before it sprouts, the wheat-sheaf represents
our Resurrection from the dead through Christ Who
became our life-giving Wheat in the Bread of Holy
Communion.

The double table cloth and the special place set
aside for our reposed relatives and friends is not meant
to be something that is sad.

These celebrate and proclaim our Eternal Life in
Christ and His Salvation so that even those who have
died in Him join us as one Family during the celebration
of the awesome Mystery of the Incarnation of Christ
our God.

The Kolach or triple-braided bread that is placed
on the table also heralds the arrival of the Bread of Life
Who revealed to us the Holy Trinity.

The sharing of the honeyed bread with everyone
before the meal celebrates the both the Bread of Life
and the sweetness of the Yoke of Christ. Indeed, we are
truly brought into the land of milk and honey through
Christ Who blesses us from the manger.

Svyat Vechir is truly mystical in
that time is held still. This is why the
Nativity greeting is always in the present,
ongoing tense: “Christ is (being) Born!”

The modern Ukrainian translation
of “Khrystos Rodyvsia” or “Christ was
Born” is theologically incorrect. It is
perhaps better to maintain the form
closer to the Church Slavonic “Khrystos
Rozhdayetsia!”

During the Svyat Vechir, it is
always good to keep secular conversation
to a minimum. How many times do we
hear people complain about their jobs
and the pressures of daily life.

And yet, when they come to the
Svyat Vechir celebration, that is all
anyone seems to want to talk about -
that and the stock market! Let us not
profane this holy eve with such nonsense.
Let’s keep our work behind the closed
door of our offices and learn to relax
and keep festival in the Lord.

The singing of kolyady or carols
is an important part of the spiritual

celebration of Christmas. One good way of getting
everyone to join in is to have a small hymn-book present
beside each placement setting at the table.

Beginning prayers should always include the
veneration of a small Icon of the Nativity which could be
passed around for everyone to reverence with a holy
kiss. This Icon could then be placed near the Kolach.

Placing hay on the table under the cloth and
underneath the table with carpenter’s tools also helps us
to take our thoughts to the manger in Bethlehem of
long ago and the carpenter’s shop.

Even the Christmas pine tree could serve as a
reminder of the Cross as, according to tradition, the Cross
was made up of three types of wood, the pine, the
cedar and the cypress (Isaiah 60:13).

The Svyat Vechir is not a “quaint” custom, but an
important celebration of our Home Church. We begin at
home and continue at the Cathedral with our Bishop or
Metropolitan as a Liturgical Assembly.

All is one in Christ Who, as the carol sings, “unites
Earth to Heaven.” All is bathed in light, love and hope.
Happiness and fulfillment are
liberated from the crassness of the
mundane as our spirits soar toward
Christ among us.

We wish all our readers and
visitors a Happy and Blessed Nativity
and New Year.

 Christ is Born!
Let us glorify Him!
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16 ëèñòîïàäà 2008 ðîêó Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿
êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè Êàòåäðàëüíîãî ñîáîðó ñâÿòîãî êíÿçÿ
Âîëîäèìèðà Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ó
Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè ñâÿòêóâàëî þâ³ëåé – 90-
ë³òòÿ ñâîº¿ ä³ÿëüíîñò³. ×àñ äóæå ñòð³ìêî ëåòèòü ³ ñüîãîäí³
íàâ³òü âàæêî ïîâ³ðèòè, ùî öÿ ïðèöåðêîâíà îðãàí³çàö³ÿ
âæå ìàéæå ñòîë³òòÿ ôóíêö³îíóº ïðè ïàðàô³¿ òà âïðîäîâæ
öüîãî ÷àñó ¿¿ òðóä³âíèö³ àêòèâíî ïðàöþþòü íà êîðèñòü
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè, ñâîº¿ ïàðàô³¿ òà
ëþäåé.

 Çàâäÿêè ¿õí³é ñàìîâ³ääàíí³é ³ íàïîëåãëèâ³é
ïðàö³ ïðîòÿãîì äåâ’ÿòè äåñÿòèë³òü Êàòåäðàëüíèé ñîáîð
çàâæäè îõàéíî ïðèáðàíèé, à ó ñâÿòêîâ³ òà íåä³ëüí³ äí³
ñåñòðèö³ ïðèãîùàþòü ñìà÷íèìè îá³äàìè òà ïåðåêóñêàìè
ïàðàô³ÿí òà ïðèõîæàí, ÿê³ îõî÷å â³äâ³äóþòü ïàðàô³ÿëüíó
çàëó äëÿ ïðèºìíî¿ ðîçìîâè ç³ ñâî¿ìè äðóçÿìè òà
áëèçüêèìè.

ëèñÿ íà î÷³ ó ëþäåé, êîëè âîíè ñëóõàëè Áîæåñòâåííó
Ë³òóðã³þ óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ.

Ïîòóæíèì åìîö³éíèì ïîøòîâõîì äëÿ ä³ÿëüíîñò³
ñåñòðèöòâà ó 1925 ðîö³ ñòàëî ïðèáóòòÿ äî ×³êà´î
ìèòðîïîëèòà ²âàíà Òåäîðîâè÷à. Éîãî ïðè¿çä îçíàìå-
íóâàâ íîâó ñòîð³íêó â æèòò³ æ³íî÷î¿ ïðèöåðêîâíî¿
îðãàí³çàö³¿. Â³äòîä³ ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ ñåñòðèö³ áåðóòü
ÿêíàéàêòèâí³øó ó÷àñòü ó ð³çíîìàí³òíèõ àêö³ÿõ, ÿê³ çàâæäè
áóëè íàïðàâëåí³ íà ï³äòðèìêó Óêðà¿íè òà ñåñòåð ³ áðàò³â
íà Áàòüê³âùèí³.

Ïàðàô³ÿëüíå ñåñòðèöòâî âèñòóïàëî ³í³ö³àòîðîì
áàãàòüîõ ö³êàâèõ ãóìàí³ñòè÷íèõ ïðîåêò³â, ñåðåä ÿêèõ
âèçíà÷íå ì³ñöå ïîñ³äàº ñòâîðåííÿ â ðîêè Äðóãî¿ Ñâ³òîâî¿
â³éíè ÷³êàçüêîãî â³ää³ëó ×åðâîíîãî Õðåñòà, ÿêèé
ïðî³ñíóâàâ ÷îòèðè ðîêè òà êóðñ³â ìåäè÷íî¿ äîïîìîãè.
Ó ò³ âàæê³ âîºíí³ ÷àñè çóñèëëÿìè ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ñåñòðèöü
íàäñèëàëèñÿ íà ôðîíò ë³êè òà íàéíåîáõ³äí³ø³ ðå÷³.

Êîëè ó ñîðîêîâèõ ðîêàõ ïàðàô³ÿ ïðèäáàëà íîâå
ïðèì³ùåííÿ õðàìó, òî çàâäÿêè ñåñòðèöÿì âäàëîñÿ
çðîáèòè äóæå áàãàòî êîðèñíèõ ñïðàâ, çîêðåìà çàêóïèòè
õîðóãâè, ñâ³÷íèêè, â³âòàðí³ ïðèêðàñè òà áàãàòî ³íøîãî.
Íå ìîæíà íå çãàäàòè, ùî ñàìå çà êîøòè ñåñòðèöü
áóëî ïðèäáàíî âñå íåîáõ³äíå äëÿ ïîâíîö³ííîãî
ôóíêö³îíóâàííÿ êóõí³ ïðè ïàðàô³ÿëüí³é çàë³, ÿê, çðåøòîþ,
³ îáëàäíàíî ñàìó çàëó ç³ ñöåíîþ.

Ó ïîâîºíí³ ðîêè ñåñòðèöÿìè áóâ îðãàí³çîâàíèé
Äîïîìîãîâèé êîì³òåò, ÿêèé çàéìàâñÿ ïèòàííÿìè

ðîçì³ùåííÿ íîâîïðèáóëèõ, ïîøóêîì ïðàö³ òà
ïîìåøêàííÿ äëÿ íèõ. Äáàëè ñåñòðèö³ é ïðî

ñêàë³÷åíèõ â³éíîþ ³íâàë³ä³â ó ªâðîï³,

Âîëîäèìèð Ïàâåë÷àê, ×³êà´î

Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:
“Äî çóñòð³÷³ ÷åðåç äåñÿòü ðîê³â!”

Ñåñòðèö³ ³ç Âëàäèêîþ ºïèñêîïîì Äàíè¿ëîì
ï³ñëÿ ñâÿòêîâîãî áåíêåòó.

Ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè êàòåäðè ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà
³íæ. Ñâÿòîñëàâ Ëè÷èê, ãîëîâà êàòåäðàëüíîãî ñåñòðèöòâà

ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Áðþøåíêî òà ä³òè êàòåäðàëüíî¿ ãðîìàäè â³òàþòü
Âëàäèêó Äàíè¿ëà ïðè âõîä³ äî êàòåäðàëüíîãî õðàìó.

À ïî÷èíàëîñÿ âñå ó äàëåêîìó 1918 ðîö³, êîëè
äðóæèíà òîãî÷àñíîãî íàñòîÿòåëÿ õðàìó îòöÿ Ñàâ÷óêà
î÷îëèëà ïàðàô³ÿëüíå Ñåñòðèöòâî. Ç ìîìåíòó ñâîãî
çàñíóâàííÿ ñåñòðèöòâî çàâæäè áðàëî àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü
íå ëèøå ó ïàðàô³ÿëüíî-öåðêîâíîìó, àëå é ó çàãàëüíî-
ãðîìàäñüêîìó æèòò³. Äî ïðèºìíèõ ñïîãàä³â ìèíóëîãî
íàëåæèòü ïðè¿çä Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ðåñïóáë³êàíñüêî¿ Êàïåëè
ï³ä êåð³âíèöòâîì ñëàâíîçâ³ñíîãî äèðèãåíòà
Îëåêñàíäðà Êîøèöÿ. Ñëüîçè íàâåðòà-
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íà ïîòðåáè ÿêèõ ùîðîêó ïðîâîäèëè ó õðàì³ ô³íàíñîâ³
çá³ðêè.

Ïðî ä³ÿëüí³ñòü Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè
ïðè ïàðàô³¿ ñâÿòîãî êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà ìîæíà îïîâ³äàòè
äóæå äîâãî. Ñåñòðèö³ çàâæäè áóëè æåðòîâí³ äëÿ Öåðêâè
òà ñâîº¿ ïàðàô³¿. Âîíè ñêëàäàëè ùåäð³ ïîæåðòâóâàííÿ
íà ðîçáóäîâó Ìåìîð³àëüíîãî êîìïëåêñó â Áàóíä Áðóêó,
íà ï³äòðèìêó ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâÿòî¿ Ñîô³¿, íà ë³òí³ òàáîðè
ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ìîëîä³ òà øêîëó óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà ïðè
ð³äí³é ïàðàô³¿.

×³êà´î òà ÷ëåíîì ìóçåþ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â Áàóíä Áðóêó.

Ï³ä ÷àñ ñâÿòêóâàííÿ 1000-ë³òòÿ Õðåùåííÿ Óêðà¿íè
ïàðàô³ÿëüíå Ñåñòðèöòâî áðàëî àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü ó
äåêàíàëüíèõ òà ãðîìàäñüêèõ ñâÿòêóâàííÿõ ó ì³ñò³ ×³êà´î,
à òàêîæ ó ñâÿòêóâàííÿõ, ÿê³ â³äáóâàëèñÿ ó Öåíòð³
Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ â Áàóíä Áðóêó.

Ç â³äðîäæåííÿì â Óêðà¿í³ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Àâòîêåôàëüíî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿
êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè íàëàãîäèëî ò³ñí³ êîíòàêòè ç Êîì³ñ³ºþ
Çâ’ÿçê³â ç Óêðà¿íîþ, ùî áóëà ñòâîðåíà ïðè ïàðàô³¿
ñâÿòîãî êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà òà àêòèâíî ñï³âïðàöþâàëî ç
íåþ, ùåäðî ñêëàäàþ÷è ïîæåðòâè íà â³äáóäîâó ÓÀÏÖ
â Óêðà¿í³. Äî ðå÷³, íà ³íòðîí³çàö³þ ïåðøîãî ïàòð³àðõà
Óêðà¿íè Ìñòèñëàâà ², ÿêà â³äáóëàñÿ ó Êèºâ³, Ñåñòðèöòâî
äåëåãóâàëî ñâîãî ïðåäñòàâíèêà.

Ïðîãîëîøåííÿ Íåçàëåæíîñò³ Óêðà¿íè ñòàëî
ðàä³ñíèì ñâÿòîì äëÿ âñ³õ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ñåñòðèöü, ÿê³ ç
åíòóç³àçìîì âêëþ÷èëèñÿ äî ñï³âïðàö³ ç áàòüê³âñüêèì
êðàºì íà ïðîñëàâó Ãîñïîäà òà Ìàòåð³-Óêðà¿íè.

Ïðîòÿãîì äîâãèõ äåâ’ÿòè äåñÿòèë³òü Ñåñòðèöòâî
ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè î÷îëþâàëè òàê³ îñîáè: Òåêëÿ Ñàâ÷óê,
Ìèõàéëèíà Ñàâ÷èøèí, Ìàð³ÿ Ñëåæóê, Ìàð³ÿ Òóðèê,
Ðîçàë³ÿ Áîðèñ, Ìàð³ÿ Äÿêóí, ïàí³-ìàòêà Í³íà Á³ëåöüêà,
Ìàð³ÿ Þçèôîâè÷, Àëåêñàíäðà Ãàáåð. Ïî÷èíàþ÷è ç
òðàâíÿ 1994 ðîêó âïðîäîâæ ï’ÿòíàäöÿòè ðîê³â
ïàðàô³ÿëüíå ñåñòðèöòâî î÷îëþº Íàä³ÿ Áðþøåíêî.
Òðèâàëèé ÷àñ ¿é äîïîìàãàëè ó ðîáîò³ ¿¿ çàñòóïíèêè
Àííà Ìåëüíèê òà Ìàð³ÿ Ñëîá³äñüêà òà ñêàðáíèêè Ë³ä³ÿ
Âäîâè÷åíêî ³ Øåð³ë Ïàëàãíþê, à òàê ÷ëåíè ñåñòðèöòâà
ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè.

Ó ñâî¿é ðîáîò³ ñåñòðèö³ äîêëàäàþòü çíà÷íèõ
çóñèëü äëÿ ô³íàíñîâî¿ ï³äòðèìêè ð³äíî¿ ïàðàô³¿,
äîòðèìàííÿ íàö³îíàëüíî-  ðåë³ã³éíèõ îáðÿä³â òà
çáåðåæåííÿ ³ñòîðè÷íèõ òðàäèö³é íàøîãî íàðîäó. Âïðàâí³
é ðîáîòÿù³ ðóêè ñåñòðèöü øèþòü òà âèøèâàþòü,
îï³êóþòüñÿ âíóòð³øí³ì âèãëÿäîì õðàìó, ïðèêðàøàþòü
éîãî ï³ä ÷àñ ð³çíîìàí³òíèõ ñâÿò. Êîøòè, ÿê³ çàðîáëÿþòü
ñåñòðèö³ éäóòü íà ïîòðåáè ïàðàô³¿ òà ðîçáóäîâó
äóõîâíîãî æèòòÿ ÿê ó ×³êà´î, òàê ³ íà ðîçáóäîâó
äóõîâíîãî Öåíòðó Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ó
ÑØÀ â Áàóíä Áðóêó.

16 ëèñòîïàäà ó Êàòåäðàëüíîìó ñîáîð³ ñâÿòîãî
êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà áóëà â³äñëóæåíà Áîæåñòâåííà
Ë³òóðã³ÿ àðõèºðåéñüêèì ÷èíîì, ÿêó â³äñëóæèâ ºïèñêîï
ÓÏÖ ó ÑØÀ âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë, ó ñîñëóæ³íí³ ç íàñòîÿòåëåì
õðàìó î. àðõèìàíäðèòîì Ïàíêðàò³ºì òà ³íøèìè
äóõîâíèìè îñîáàìè. Ï³ñëÿ Áîãîñëóæ³ííÿ ÷èñëåíí³ ãîñò³
ïðèõîæàíè òà ïàðàô³ÿíè ç³áðàëèñÿ ó ïàðàô³ÿëüí³é çàë³
íà óðî÷èñòèé áåíêåò ç íàãîäè 90-ë³òòÿ Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿
êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè.

Ó÷àñíèêè êàòåäðàëüíîãî õîðó “ Áîÿí” çóñòð³ëè
âëàäèêó Äàíè¿ëà, äóõîâåíñòâî òà ó÷àñíèê³â ñâÿòà
çëàãîäæåíèì ñï³âîì äóõîâíîãî òâîðó “Òåáå, Ãîñïîäè,

äóøà âåëè÷àº” òà ìíîãîë³òòÿì äëÿ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ
ñåñòðèöü.

Ãîëîâà êàòåäðàëüíîãî ñåñòðèöòâà ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Áðþøåíêî
â³òàº Âëàäèêó Äàíè¿ëà òðàäèö³éíèì õë³áîì òà ñ³ëëþ

ïðè âõîä³ äî êàòåäðàëüíîãî õðàìó.

Ï³ä ÷àñ Áîæåñòâåííî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿.

Ñâîþ ëåïòó âíåñëè ñåñòðèö³ ï³ä ÷àñ áóä³âíèöòâà
ïàì’ÿòíèêà ìèòðîïîëèòó Âàñèë³þ Ëèïê³âñüêîìó, íà
ñòâîðåííÿ êàòåäðè óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà ïðè Ãàðâàðäñüêîìó
óí³âåðñèòåò³, íà ï³äòðèìêó á³áë³îòåêè Ñèìîíà Ïåòëþðè
â Ïàðèæ³ òà ðåë³ã³éíîãî æóðíàëó “Â³ðà”.

Äî äîáðèõ ñïðàâ Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³
Îëüãè íàëåæèòü éîãî ó÷àñòü ó çàñíóâàíí³ Îá’ºäíàííÿ
Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ó Ñïîëó÷åíèõ
Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè. Ñåñòðèöòâî º òàêîæ ÷ëåíîì
Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Íàö³îíàëüíîãî Ìóçåþ â (Ïðîäîâæåííÿ íà ñò. 24)
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Three Fathers ...Three Fathers ...Three Fathers ...Three Fathers ...Three Fathers ...
So, the Gospel tells us of three fathers of Jesus.
“The book of the generations of Jesus Christ, the

son of David, the son of Abraham.” David and Abraham are
reckoned as fathers of Jesus. The Gospels also call him the
son of Joseph – to whose house he belonged.

Each one of these men, named as fathers of Jesus
in the Gospel – was a man of God. Yet each one of them
faced moments of perplexity, as they were confronted with
things difficult, things improbable, things impossible.

Consider Abraham: God had promised him that his
descendants would be more numerous than the sands of the
sea and the stars of the sky; yet there he was, an elderly
man, married to an elderly woman, without any children.
Consider him setting out for the land that God had promised
him; starting a journey, as the book of Hebrews tells us, “not
knowing where he was going.”
Abraham was a man who must
have undergone great perplexity
at times.

Think of David asking
Jonathan why his father Saul had
turned to hating him and had made
two attempts on his life: Saul, the
anointed one of God. “What have
I done? What is my iniquity? And
what is my sin against your father,
that he seeks to take my life?”
David was a man perplexed, not
only about what Saul was doing,
but undoubtedly about what God’s
purposes in the situation were.

And then there’s Joseph.
If ever a man exper ienced
perplexity, he had to be the one.
He is engaged to a young girl and
it becomes obvious she is pregnant. About that there may
have been great disappointment, but perhaps not great
perplexity – he thought he knew what had happened. But
immense perplexity must have descended upon him when he
received the message from the angel that the child in her
womb was of the Holy Spirit. How could such a thing be?

Perplexity is a phenomenon that afflicts not only
great men of God, but something that grips every believer
from time to time. We are confronted by the words and
ways of God and we don’t understand. We survey the doctrines
of the Faith, and they seem obscure. We witness history
unfolding in the world, and we can’t discern where it is going.
If we question our own profession of Christianity, it can
seem like a giant exercise in contradictions that is painfully
perplexing. Let me demonstrate what I mean:

Why do we believe in what we cannot perceive? 
Why do we propound that which we really cannot

comprehend?  Why do we uphold moral standards that
we do not fulfill?  Why do we believe in prayer

when many seemingly go unanswered?  Why do we champion
meekness when we know that aggressiveness gets things
accomplished?  Why do we extol the blessings of poverty
while we seek wealth?  Why do we preach love while we
compete with others and even hurt them?  Why do we
believe in the Goodness of God when there is so much evil
everywhere?  Why do we go on with the contradiction that
is Christianity?
I submit to you that Christmas provides the answer.

It gives us the one reason to go on:  We see in Jesus
the perfect Ideal of human existence. 
As unattainable as it seems to be for us in practical reality, we
cannot but recognize the Ideal.  In Him, we see it perfectly
displayed.  This is what a human being is. We cannot help but
behold it with awe and wonder.  So we hold to it tenaciously, in
spite of the fact that most everything in our existence contradicts
it.  In spite of how profoundly we fail it, we feel compelled to
hold to the Ideal. 

   And there is more.  We see that
Ideal as the most profound
revelation of the way things Really
Are.  Believing in Jesus is not just a
hope for how things ought to be,
but ARE.  That is, Jesus as the Ideal
of human existence reveals the
essential nature of Being Itself -
God.  The ultimate reality, the source
and origin of everything around us,
stares us in the face in Jesus. This is
the meaning of the incarnation. What
we see in Him is the face of the
eternal God – the human face of
God.
That is the Supreme Reality; we fail
it.  The contrast between the Ideal
of human perfection and our actual
situation as human beings in the
world is obvious. This is the meaning

of the fall. There really is no escaping or denying it. It is the
source of the contradiction that is Christianity. It is not so
much that Christianity contradicts itself; it is rather that
Christ contradicts us. And in spite of the fact that we name
ourselves “Christians,” “little Christs,” how we live contradicts
the perfect Ideal - sometimes to a great degree, sometimes
to a lesser degree.

Who was the most famous Hindu of the past
century? Ghandi. Ghandi was not a Christian. But did you
know he almost became a Christian? At one point in his life,
when he was studying in England, he had made up his mind
to become a Christian. He clearly recognized the Ideal of
human perfection in Jesus. Why didn’t he become a Christian?
This is our failure.

But beyond our failure, that Ideal prompts us to
hope.  This is the meaning of the resurrection.  Although we
see our existence here doomed to failure and death, because

the Ideal is what Really is, it is greater than our failure
and more powerful than death.  Because it
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is greater than our failure, there is forgiveness.  Because
it is greater than death, there is resurrection: not only for
Jesus as the Ideal, but for all of us who embrace him.

How can we summarize that Ideal that we see
and hold to in Jesus?  There are many partial ways, for
instance, the priority of principle over power and prestige;
freedom from the need for self-aggrandizement; the
futility of unnecessary accumulation; the blessedness of
sharing one’s bounty; the imperative for unmitigated
compassion and kindness. 

But we can sum it up in one term: Absolute
Love.  That is what we see revealed in Jesus.  That is
what we believe is at the heart and core of Reality.  That
is what we wish our lives to be embraced by and taken
up into.  That is why we are Christians.

Yes, we believe that this Absolute Love has
extended itself to us in the abyss of failure and the
dominion of death. And thus we know a mercy that is
greater than all our sin, a life more powerful than all
corruption, a joy more profound than all sorrow.

Éîñèô ñòàâ “îáðó÷íèêîì” Ìàð³¿. ² ñàìå íà íüîãî
äèâèòüñÿ Ìàò³ð Áîæà íà ³êîí³ Ð³çäâà. Éîñèô îõîïëåíèé
ñóìí³âàìè. Â³í çíàº, ùî â ä³éñíîñò³ â³í íå ÷îëîâ³ê Ìàð³¿.
À çíà÷èòü - íå áàòüêî Äèòèíè. Ùî ðîáèòè? Çà çàêîíîì
äðóæèíó, ùî ïîðóøèëà â³ðí³ñòü ÷îëîâ³êó, ïîâèíí³ äî
ñìåðò³ çàêèäàòè êàì³ííÿì.

Âèäàòè Ìàð³þ íà ñóä ÷è ïðîñòî òàºìíî
â³äïóñòèòè ¯¿ ç³ ñâîãî áóäèíêó? ×è ìîæå çàâåðøèòè
ô³êòèâíèé øëþá ô³êòèâíèì ðîçëó÷åííÿì? Ï³çí³øå
õðèñòèÿíñüêà åòèêà äîïóñòèòü ò³ëüêè îäíó ïðè÷èíó äëÿ
ðîçëó÷åííÿ - íåâ³ðí³ñòü îäíîãî ç ïîäðóææÿ. Àëå
ñòàðîçàâ³òí³ çâè÷à¿ äîçâîëÿëè ðîçëó÷åííÿ çà âçàºìíîþ
çãîäîþ ì³æ ÷îëîâ³êîì ³ æ³íêîþ. “Éîñèô æå, ìóæ ¯¿,
áóäó÷è ïðàâåäíèì ³ íå áàæàþ÷è îñëàâèòè ̄ ¿, õîò³â
ïîòàé â³äïóñòèòè ¯¿” (Ìô. 1, 19). ªâàíãåë³ÿ íàì
ðîçïîâ³äàº, ùî ö³ ñóìí³âè òóðáóâàëè Éîñèôà, ùå êîëè
â³í ëèøå çàóâàæèâ “íåïðàçí³ñòü” ñâîº¿ íàðå÷åíî¿
äðóæèíè. ªâàíãåë³ÿ òàêîæ ðîçïîâ³äàº ÿê áóëè ðîçâ³ÿí³
ö³ ñóìí³âè: “Àëå êîëè â³í ïîìèñëèâ öå, - Àíãåë
Ãîñïîäí³é ç’ÿâèâñÿ éîìó óâ³ ñí³ ³ ñêàçàâ: Éîñèôå,
ñèíó Äàâèä³â! íå á³éñÿ ïðèéíÿòè Ìàð³þ, æîíó òâîþ,
áî çà÷àòå â Í³é, º â³ä Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî” (Ìô. 1, 20).

Äîêàç ùå îäíîãî ðîçâ³ÿíîãî ñóìí³âó, çîáðàæå-
íèé íà ³êîí³ - öå âïåâíåííÿ Ñàëîì³¿. Ô³ãóðà Éîñèôà
çíàõîäèòüñÿ â ë³âîìó íèæíüîìó êóò³ ³êîíè, à Ñàëîì³¿ -
íàâïðîòè, â ïðàâîìó íèæíüîìó êóò³. Àïîêðèô³÷íà
“Ïåðøîºâàíãåë³ÿ ßêîâà” ðîçïîâ³äàº, ùî Ñàëîì³ÿ íå
ïîâ³ðèëà ñâ³ä÷åííþ ïîâèòóõè ïðî öíîòó Ïîðîä³ëë³, ³,
îáìèâàþ÷è ̄ ¿, íàñì³ëèëàñü ñàìà ïåðåâ³ðèòè íåéìîâ³ðíó
çâ³ñòêó. Çà íåäîâ³ðó ðóêó ¿é ñïàðàë³çóâàëî. Ó â³äïîâ³äü
íà ñâî¿ ïîêàÿíí³ ñëüîçè Ñàëîì³ÿ ïî÷óëà:
“Ï³äíåñè ðóêó òâîþ äî Íåìîâëÿòè ³

There’s no question about it: when we stand and survey
our world, there is much to perplex us. When we look
into the mysteries of our faith, there is much that exceeds
us. So too, Abraham, David and Joseph were perplexed.
But Abraham went on in faith to beget Isaac and become
the father of many nations, and most importantly, the
forefather of Jesus. David went on to conquer all his
enemies, and most importantly, established the family
into which Christ was born. Joseph went on to overcome
his misgivings, took Mary to be his wife, and most
importantly, was a father to Jesus.

So too, your life is bound up with Christ’s in ways
that you do not fully understand. But God’s purposes are
being worked out nonetheless. Don’t be unsettled by the
perplexities, doubts, and struggles that come your way.
It’s natural that they do. But continue to go forward in
the knowledge that your life has been embraced by the
Absolute Love seen in the human face of God, that
perfect Ideal that is our forgiveness, resurrection, and
life: Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

ïîòðèìàé Éîãî, ³ áóäå òîá³ ïîðÿòóíîê ³ ðàä³ñòü” - ùî
Ñàëîì³ÿ ³ âèêîíàëà. Íà ³êîí³ çîáðàæåíî, ÿê îòðèìàâøè
â³ðó Ñàëîì³ÿ îáìèâàº Íåìîâëÿ.

Íà ³êîí³ Ð³çäâà º ùå ðÿä îáðàç³â, ùî äîïî-
ìàãàþòü çàñâî¿òè çì³ñò Ð³çäâà ÿê ìåæ³, ÿê çóñòð³÷³ Ñòàðîãî
³ Íîâîãî Çàâ³ò³â. Íàðîä Ñòàðîãî Çàâ³òó - “²çðà¿ëü ïî
ïëîò³” - ïðåäñòàâëåíèé ïàñòóõàìè, à ëþäñòâî, ùî
ïðèéøëî â³ä ïîãàíñòâà áåçïîñåðåäíüî äî Õðèñòà,
ìèíàþ÷è ñóâîð³ñòü Ñòàðîãî Çàâ³òó, ïðåäñòàâëåíî
âîëõâàìè-ïåðñàìè. Ó õðèñòèÿíñüê³é ë³òåðàòóð³ çäåá³ëü-
øîãî ï³ä âîëõâàìè ³ ïàñòóõàìè âáà÷àþòü àëåãîð³þ
ð³çíîìàí³òíèõ øëÿõ³â äî ºäèíî¿ ²ñòèíè - øëÿõó ðîçóìó ³
øëÿõó â³ðè.

Øëÿõ ïàñòóõ³â ð³âí³øèé ³ êîðîòøèé, í³æ øëÿõ
òèõ, õòî ïðàãíå “äîñë³äæåííÿìè çíàéòè Áîãà” (²îâ.
11, 7). Âîëõâè íà ³êîí³ ð³çíîãî â³êó. Ïîïåðåäó ñàìèé
þíèé. Â³í ïîêàçóº íà ç³ðêó. Â óñÿêîìó â³ö³ ìîæíà çíàéòè
Õðèñòà ³ ïîêëîíèòèñÿ Éîìó. Àëå êðàùå çä³éñíèòè öå íå
â “îäèíàäöÿò³é ãîäèí³” ñâîãî æèòòÿ, à “ðàíî âðàíö³...”
(Ìô. 20, 1 - 9).

Ùå íà ³êîí³ Ð³çäâà çîáðàæåí³ àíãåëè. Íà äðåâí³õ
³êîíàõ ïîãëÿä îäíîãî ç àíãåë³â íàïðàâëåíèé äî íåáà,
äðóãèé - äèâèòüñÿ íà ïàñòóõ³â. Öå çðèìå âèðàæåííÿ
ïîäâ³éíîãî àíãåëüñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ: ¿õíº ïðèçíà÷åííÿ -
ñëàâîñëàâèòè Áîãà ³ ñïîâ³ùàòè ëþäÿì Áîæó âîëþ.

Íà ³êîí³ çîáðàæåíèé Âñåñâ³ò -çîáðàæåíî ñâÿòî
éîãî â³äíîâëåííÿ. Ñâÿòèòåëü Ãðèãîð³é Áîãîñëîâ íàïèñàâ:
“Ð³çäâî - íå ñâÿòî íîâèçíè, à ñâÿòî â³äíîâëåííÿ”.
Ïðèøåñòÿì Áîãà ñòàðèé ñâ³ò íå çíèùóºòüñÿ ³ íå âòðà÷àº
çì³ñòó, ³ çàì³ñòü íüîãî íå òâîðèòüñÿ íîâèé. Ñâ³ò ñòàðèé -
îáíîâëþºòüñÿ. “Âò³ëåííÿ Áîãà íàïîâíþº âñå íîâèì
çì³ñòîì, âèçíà÷àº éîãî ö³ëü ³ ìàéáóòíº
Ïðåîáðàæåííÿ. Îñü ÷îìó âñå òâîð³ííÿ áåðå ó÷àñòü
ó òà¿íñòâ³ íàðîäæåííÿ Ñïàñèòåëÿ”.

    “Øê³ëüíå áîãîñëîâ’ÿ”

IÊÎÍÎÃÐÀÔ²ß
Ð²ÇÄÂÀ ÕÐÈÑÒÎÂÎÃÎ

 (Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 7)
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We are celebrating the Nativity of Christ; His
Circumcision and Theophany are just around the corner.
The New Year and its celebrations - (semi-pagan and
otherwise) is almost upon us.

Christmas, however, and the feasts that follow
it, are not about the achievements and activities of man.
They’re about the acts of God. God
sparked new life in the womb of the
Virgin. Jesus was not born as a result of
an act of man; His birth was the result
of a direct act of God. The only human
act involved was the “yes” of the Virgin
to the word of the angel.

Holy Apostle Paul says the same
in his preaching of the Gospel. “Brethren,
I would have you know that the Gospel
preached by me is not man’s gospel. For
I did not receive it from man, neither
was I taught it, but it came by a
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

This has two important
applications for us to consider, based
on the fact that the truths of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ are not ours, but God’s.
They did not originate with us, but with
God. They do not descr ibe our
accomplishments, but God’s. They are
not our possession; they belong to God.

What’s the point? So often we unconsciously begin
to treat our Christianity, our Orthodox Faith as our own
possession.

For example, we think we own it because of our
ethnic heritage: “I’m Ukrainian, Serbian, Greek, therefore
I’m Orthodox.” For the same reason, many people that
meet me and learn my last name can’t believe I’m not
Roman Catholic. Many of you know that if you say you
are an Arab, people automatically conclude you are a
Muslim.

But how did the Apostle Paul become a Christian
and an Apostle? Not just because he was a Jew. He says
it quite clearly in our epistle today: “It pleased God to
reveal his Son to me.” His faith was the result
of divine grace and nothing less. In our

epistle today, he tells us what he was doing before God
revealed himself to him: persecuting the church. In other
words, he had no “natural right” to his faith and the
knowledge of God.

You can see this by the fact that after his
conversion, he ended up spending much of his ministry

trying to separate faith in Jesus Christ from
its ethnic origins. What do you find him
arguing over and over again in his epistles?
You don’t have to become a Jew to be a
Christian. Faith makes you a Christian; and
faith only comes by the grace of God. No
one is born a Christian; Christians are made,
not born.

What this means for you and me is this:
We cannot hold our Orthodox Christian
faith as our own possession and birthright
against others who do not have it. There is
no room for “pride of ownership” here.
We know Jesus Christ as the Son of God;
we are not made better than anyone else
for by that fact. Orthodoxy may be the
true Church; that does not set us above
those who are not in it. We do not divide
humanity into two camps as did the ancient
Greeks (Greeks and barbarians) and as do
Jews (Jews and Gentiles) with the implicit
assumption that those who are not in our

camp are inferior to us. Because it is a gift from God, our
faith ought to fill us with grateful humility rather than
swelling us with pride. In other words: confession of the
true faith is no excuse for arrogance or intolerance. This
is God’s, not ours; give God the credit, not yourself.

The second application relies on the same basic
truth.

Do we really consider what we mean when we
celebrate Christmas? Have the words grown so familiar
to us that they lose their impact?

We are saying that God, by his own will and
initiative, took on our flesh and became man. This is what

Christmas is all about.
Again, this is something that God has
done. He did once, and once and for all,

The Gospel is God’s
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at a specific time in a specific place. The infinite and
eternal Creator of all the worlds literally became an
infant and was suckled at the breast of his mother.

This is what we believe and confess: Jesus Christ
is absolutely unique and decisive for every human being
that has ever lived. He is God in the flesh, God’s act for
the salvation of the world.

How then can some Christians, even our own
Orthodox people, say that it really doesn’t matter what
you believe, as long as you are a “good person”? In this
way of thinking, you might be a Jew or a Muslim, a
Buddhist or a Hindu, and deny everything I just said about
Jesus Christ, but as long as you are sincere and devoted
to your religion, that’s what counts. It doesn’t really matter
whom you pray to, as long as you pray. Or following the
same logic even further, you may be an atheist or agnostic,
but as long as you are nice to your neighbors, you will still
go to heaven.

Now I for one, will never accept the notion that
a Jew or a Muslim or a Buddhist or a Hindu has no
knowledge of God or experience of God. But there is
more to it than that.

What about “Jesus was conceived by an act of
God?”

What about “Jesus is God in the flesh?”
What about “Jesus died for the sins of the whole

world?”
What about “Jesus rose bodily from the dead?”
If these are God’s acts, then they are important.

And all the good acts and good intentions of others
notwithstanding, they are so important that they are
non-negotiable. In other words, confession of the true
faith has no room for RELATIVISM - the idea that there
really is no one truth. This faith is God’s, not ours - not
ours to compromise, water down, or explain away.

In the words of St. Paul: “Brethren, I would have
you know that the Gospel preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For I did not receive it from man, neither was I
taught it, but it came by a revelation of Jesus Christ.”

If this gospel, this faith, is God’s, then let us treat
it as such.

Let’s avoid the pitfall of arrogance and intolerance
- using our faith to belittle others - even as we avoid the
pitfall of relativism - compromising and corrupting the
faith God has given us.

Only by avoiding both of these will we be
found worthy of that most awesome name:
Christian.

Ëóãàíñüê â³äðîäæóºòüñÿ

Ëóãàíñüêå îáëàñíå îá’ºäíàííÿ ÂÓÒ “Ïðîñâ³òà”
â³òàº Âàñ ³ç íàéñõ³äí³øî¿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ çåìë³ – Ëóãàíùèíè.
Çàâæäè ç ïðèºìí³ñòþ òà ïîäÿêîþ îòðèìóºìî äðóêîâàí³
âèäàííÿ, ÿê³ äîïîìàãàþòü â³äðîäæåííþ äóõîâíîñò³ â
íàøîìó çðîñ³éùåíîìó êðà¿. Öüîìó æ ñëóãóâàòèìå ³
÷åðãîâå ÷èñëî æóðíàëó “ Â³ðà” çà ñ³÷åíü – áåðåçåíü
2008ð. ÿêå âè íàì ùîéíî íàä³ñëàëè.

Ó çì³ñò³ ÷àñîïèñó áà÷èìî áàãàòî çíàéîìèõ ³ìåí
àâòîð³â, ç ÿêèìè ìàºìî ò³ñí³ çâ’ÿçêè ñï³âïðàö³. Êð³ì òîãî,
á³ëüø³ñòü ìàòåð³àë³â æóðíàëó àäðåñîâàí³ ìîëîä³.

Íà ïî÷àòêó íîâîãî 2008 – 2009 íàâ÷àëüíîãî
ðîêó â á³áë³îòåö³ Ëóãàíñüêîãî óêðà¿íñüêî-êàíàäñüêîãî
öåíòðó “ Â³äðîäæåííÿ” òðàäèö³éíî âëàøòîâóâàòèìåòüñÿ
âèñòàâêà äðóêîâàíèõ âèäàíü-íîâèíîê, òîæ ³ æóðíàë
“Â³ðà” áóäå ïðåäñòàâëåíèé íà ö³é âèñòàâö³ òà çíàéäå
ñâî¿õ ÷èòà÷³â.

Ùå ðàç äÿêóºìî çà óâàãó äî ëóãàíñüêèõ
ïðîñâ³òÿí, çè÷èìî çäîðîâ’ÿ òà ñïîä³âàºìîñÿ íà ïîäàëüøó
ïë³äíó ñï³âïðàöþ ç Âàìè.

Ç³ ùèðîþ ïîâàãîþ,
Äîðà Òèìîøåíêî, â³äïîâ³äàëüíèé ñåêðåòàð
Ëóãàíñüêîãî îáëàñíîãî îá’ºäíàííÿ ÂÓÒ

“Ïðîñâ³òà” ³ìåí³ Òàðàñà Øåâ÷åíêà.
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Óêðà¢íñüêèé îñiííié ôåñòèâàëü
26 æîâòíÿ 2008 ðîêó  - Ñàâò Áàâíä Áðóê, Í. Äæ.

26 æîâòíÿ 2008 ð. Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é òà ªïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë â³äêðèëè
ìîëèòâîþ âæå ï’ÿòèé Óêðà¿íñüêèé Îñ³íí³é Ôåñòèâàëü, âëàøòîâàíèé Îá’ºäíàííÿì
Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ, â Äîì³ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ êóëüòóðè ïðè îñåðåäêó
ÓÏÖ â Áàâíä Áðóö³, Ñîìåðñåò³.

Óñï³õ ôåñòèâàëþ çàâäÿ÷óºìî ÷ëåíàì Ãîëîâíî¿ Óïðàâè ÎÓÏÑ, ÿê³
ðîçñèëàëè ïîâ³äîìëåííÿ, ïëàíóâàëè ìèñòå-
öüêó ïðîãðàìó, çàïðîøóâàëè Ñåñòðèöòâà, îêðå-
ìèõ ñåñòðèöü òà ïðèÿòåë³â Îá’ºäíàííÿ çàáåç-
ïå÷èòè ÷èñåëüíó ê³ëüê³ñòü â³äâ³äóâà÷³â ôåñòèâà-
ëþ ñìà÷íèìè ñòðàâàìè, ïå÷èâîì ³ òîðòàìè.

Îñîáëèâà ïîäÿêà íàëåæèòüñÿ: ñåñòðè-
öòâó Ñâ. Ïîêðîâè ïðè öåðêâ³-ïàì’ÿòíèêó Ñâ.
Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî â Áàâíä Áðóêó íà ÷îë³
ç ï. Ìàð³ºþ Êîíèê, ñåñòðèöòâó Ñâ. Îëüãè, ïðè
öåðêâ³ Ñâ. Þð³ÿ, ßðäâèë, Í.Äæ. òà Ñâ. Ñîô³¿,
ïðè öåðêâ³ Ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà, Áàëòèìîð, Ìåð³ëåíä,
ÿê³ íå çâàæàþ÷è íà â³ääàëü âçÿëè àêòèâíó
ó÷àñòü ó ôåñòèâàë³.

Â ìèñòåöüê³é ïðîãðàì³ áðàëè ó÷àñòü
òàíöþâàëüíèé àíñàìáëü “Áàðâ³íîê”, Í.Äæ.,
òàíöþâàëüíèé àíñàìáëü “ ²ñêðà” Í. Äæ.
Â³äâ³äóâà÷³ ôåñòèâàëþ ìèëóâàëèñü âïðàâí³ñòþ
òàíöþðèñò³â, ¿õ ÷óäîâèìè êîñòþìàìè, òà
íàñîëîäæóâàëèñü ãðîþ íà áàíäóðàõ äóºòó
“Êàëèíîíüêà” ç Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿ ç ¿¿ ìèëîçâó÷íèìè
ãîëîñàìè. Áóëè âèñòóïè øêîëÿð³â ³ç øêîëè
óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà òà ðåë³ã³¿ ïðè öåðêâ³-ïàì’ÿòíèêó
Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ â Áàâíä Áðóö³, à äèðåêòîð øêîëè
Ðîìàí Ã³ðíÿê îðãàí³çóâàâ ðîçâàãè äëÿ ä³òåé òà
âì³ëî ïðîâàäèâ ïðîãðàìîþ ôåñòèâàëþ,
çàîõî÷óâàâ ïðèñóòí³õ ïîêóøòóâàòè ñìà÷í³ ñòðàâè,
â³äâ³äàòè ñòîëè ³ç ìèñòåöüêèìè âèðîáàìè.

Çàö³êàâëåí³ñòü â³äâ³äóâà÷³â ôåñòèâàëþ
âèÿâëÿëàñü ó ¿õ áàæàíí³ äîïîìîãòè, ï³äøóêàòè
³íøèõ äëÿ äîïîìîãè òà â ¿õ ïîðàäàõ äëÿ
íàñòóïíîãî ôåñòèâàëþ. Îäíó ïèñüìîâó ïîðàäó ïîäàºìî â ëèñòàõ. Äîõ³ä ç
ôåñòèâàëþ ïðèçíà÷åíèé íà áóä³âíèöòâî ²ñòîðè÷íî-îñâ³òíüîãî êîìïëåêñó â
îñåðåäêó ÓÏÖ â Áàâíä Áðóö³, Ñîìåðñåò³, â ÿêèé áóäå âõîäèòè: Ìóçåé ³ì. áë. ï.
Ìñòèñëàâà, â ÿêîìó çíàõîäèòüñÿ ïîíàä 8000 ö³ííèõ åêñïîíàò³â, íàäáàííÿ
óêðà¿íñüêîãî íàðîäó; ïîñò³éíà âèñòàâêà-ïàì’ÿòíèê æåðòâ Ãîëîäîìîðó 1932-33ð.,
ùîá ñâ³ò çíàâ ïðî ì³ëüéîíè íåâèííèõ æåðòâ çàìó÷åíèõ ãîëîäîâîþ ñìåðòþ
ñòàë³íñüêèì êîìóí³ñòè÷íèì ðåæèìîì, ùîá öåé çëî÷èí íå áóâ çàáóòèé. Êð³ì
òîãî â ²ñòîðè÷íî- îñâ³òíüîìó êîìïëåêñ³ áóäå çáåð³ãàòèñÿ àðõ³â ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ, òà
³ìôîðìàö³¿ ïðî ä³àñïîðó, ïèñüìåííèê³â, ïîåò³â, ìèñòö³â, ä³ÿ÷³â, íàóêîâö³â.

Ôåñòèâàëü íå ò³ëüêè äàº íàì ìîæëèâ³ñòü ç³áðàòè ïîòð³áí³ ôîíäè, àëå é
äàº ìîæëèâ³ñòü ïîçíàéîìèòè â³äâ³äóâà÷³â ³ç íàøîþ ñïàäùèíîþ, ìèñòåöüêèìè
âèðîáàìè òà òðàäèö³éíèìè ñòðàâàìè… Îñîáëèâà ïîäÿêà ï. Òîìó Î’Ïðàíä³,
ÿêîìó çàâäÿ÷óºìî ó âåëèê³é ì³ð³ óñï³õ ôåñòèâàëþ.

Ñë³äóþ÷èé ôåñòèâàëü 1 ëèñòîïàäà 2009 ð. Ñåð-
äå÷íî çàïðîøóºìî äî ó÷àñò³. Ïðîñèìî çàçíà÷èòè

öþ äàòó äëÿ ðîçâàãè, òà çóñòð³÷³ ç ïðèÿòåëÿìè.

Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê
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Ukrainian Fall Festival - October 26, 2008
South Bound Brook, NJ

On November 26, 2008 Archbishop Antony and Bishop Daniel
opened with a prayer Ukrainian Fall Festival. It is already fifth festival,
sponsored by United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods, held in the Ukrainian
Cultural Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South Bound Brook,
Somerset, N.J. An account of the festival was published in local paper

Courier News. The festival was successful
by the efforts of the UUOS Executive
Board, whose members advertised, invited
vendors, planed entertainment, invited
sisterhoods and our friends to supply food.

Special thanks to the Sisterhoods of St.
Mary the Protectress, St. Andrew’s Church,
So. Bound Brook, N.J.; St. Olha’s Sisterhood,
St. George parish, Yardville, N.J. and
Sisterhood of St. Sophia, St. Michael parish,
Baltimore, MD. Also our thanks to our
friends and supporters, who supplied
additional food, drink and organized runners
with cars for fast pick up. Not only we did
have more visitors, but also our festivals
generate interest in them and we receive
suggestions how to make our festival even
more successful.

One of suggestions will be printed ³n
this issue in “Letters”.

We are sharing our cultural heritage with
our visitors: multitude of products displayed
on vendors tables, ethnic dishes, which they
can enjoy while l istening to music.
Performance of “Barvinok” and “Iskra” dance
ensembles showed their accomplishments in
Ukrainian dances, while bandura duet
“Kalynonka” offered some melodious songs
with bandura accompaniment. There were
things to enjoy for children and grownups.

The main purpose of the festival is to raise funds for Historical
and Educational Complex, construction of which has already begun. It is a
multimillion dollar project of the UOC of the USA. The Historical and
Educational Complex will include a Museum named in honor of its founder,
Ukraine’s first Patriarch of blessed memory, his Holiness Mstyslav I and
permanent memorial honoring the memory of millions that perished in
the Genocide in 1932-33 in Ukraine.

Our sincere gratitude to Tom O’Prandy. Ukrainian Cultural Center
manager, who contribute greatly to the festival’s success. We have to express
our gratitude to our MC, Roman Hirniak, director of St. Andrew’s school of
Religion and Ukrainian language, who organized games for children, had
shown us the benefits of enrolling children in school. Our festival would not
have been a success if it were not for the numerous visitors, who attended.
Our next Ukrainian Fall Festival is scheduled for November 1, 2009.

Please mark your calendar, so you will not miss
a fun day and a chance to meet your friends.

Nadiya Mirchuk
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Â Ñåñòðèöòâ³ Ñâ. Îëüãè ïðè ïàðàô³¿ Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî
â Ñ³ëâåð Ñïð³íã, ÌÄ àêòèâíî ïðàöþº ìîëîäà ñåñòðèöÿ Îëåíêà Ìàòóëà.

Ç ðàííüîãî äèòèíñòâà âîíà ìàëà áàãàòî ìåäè÷íèõ ïðîáëåì ³
÷åðåç öå äóæå òÿæêå äèòèíñòâî. Àëå, ïîïðè óñ³ òðóäíîù³ ëèøèëàñÿ
îïòèì³ñòêîþ ³ äîñÿãëà óñï³õó. Çàâäÿêè äáàéëèâ³é îï³ö³ áàòüê³â, Îëåíêà
çàê³í÷èëà ñåðåäíþ îñâ³òó â ñïåö³àë³çîâàí³é øêîë³ (Special Ed) â 1976
ðîö³, ï³ñëÿ ÷îãî îòðèìàëà óðÿäîâó “part time” ïðàöþ, ÿê “file clerk” â
Íàö³îíàëüíîìó ²íñòèòóò³ Çäîðîâ’ÿ (NIH), äå ïðàöþâàëà 30 ðîê³â. Îëåíêà
âîëîä³º ãàðíîþ óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ. Â³äïîâ³äàëüíà ³ äóæå ïðèâ³òíà,
âîíà ñóìë³ííî âèêîíóº ñâî¿ îáîâ’ÿçêè: ñîðòóº ïîøòó, ³ óïîðÿäêîâóº
ïàïêè-àïë³êàö³¿, ÿê³ íàäõîäÿòü â³ä ð³çíèõ óñòàíîâ ³ óí³âåðñèòåò³â. Ïðè
öüîìó âîíà óæèâàº êîìï’þòåð.

Íà ñâîºìó øëÿõó Îëåíêà çóñòð³ëà áàãàòî äîáðèõ ëþäåé, ÿê³ ¿¿
ï³äòðèìóþòü ³ äîïîìàãàþòü. Âîíà ëþáèòü ñï³ëêóâàòèñÿ ç ëþäüìè ³ çàâæäè
ãîòîâà äîïîìîãòè  ïîòðåáóþ÷èì, îñîáëèâî ñòàðåíüêèì. Âîíà äóæå
ëþáèòü ä³òåé ³ ïðèä³ëèëà ¿ì áàãàòî óâàãè, äîïîìàãàþ÷è â íåä³ëüí³é
øêîë³. Îëåíêà ìàº áàãàòî óëþáëåíèõ çàíÿòü – áåðå ëåêö³¿ íà ï³àí³íî,
ñï³âàº â õîð³ ³ ïî ñóáîòàõ áåðå ó÷àñòü â “Special Olympics”, ãðàþ÷è â

Â³òàííÿ ç Íàãîäè Îòðèìàííÿ Íàãîðîäè

êå´ë³ (bowling), âèãîòîâëÿº ÷óäîâ³ ïðèêðàñè íà ÿëèíêó,
ÿê³ ïðîäàº íà öåðêîâíèõ áàçàðàõ ³ ôåñòèâàëÿõ, à äîõ³ä
³äå íà äîïîìîãó ñèðîòàì â Óêðà¿í³. Êð³ì òîãî, âîíà
êîæíî¿ íåä³ë³ âèñèëàº öåðêîâí³ “Áþëåòí³” õâîðèì ³
ñòàðåíüêèì íàøèì ïàðàô³ÿíàì, ÿê³ íå ìîæóòü áóòè íà
Áîãîñëóæåííÿõ, ïèøå êàðòêè, à òàêîæ çáèðàº ÷ëåíñüê³
âíåñêè ñåñòðèöòâà ³ ïåðåäàº ¿õ ñêàðáíèêó.

Ó ìåíå ç Îëåíêîþ îñîáëèâ³ äðóæí³ â³äíîñèíè
âæå äîâã³ ðîêè. Âîíà ìåí³ îïîâ³äàº ïðî ñâî¿ äîñÿãíåííÿ
³ ïðîáëåìè ³ ãîòîâà ïðèéòè ç ðîçðàäîþ. Ïðè íàø³é
çóñòð³÷³, êîëè ìåí³ áóëî îñîáëèâî âàæêî íà äóø³, âîíà

Ãàëèíà Ïåòðåíêî

íàìàãàëàñÿ ìåíå ïîò³øèòè ³ ðîçðàäèòè, çíàþ÷è ùî ÿ
áóäó âäîâîëåíà ¿¿ óñï³õàìè. Îëåíêà ïîä³ëèëàñü ç³ ìíîþ,
ùî îäåðæàëà íàãîðîäó – Ãðàìîòó çà 30 ðîê³â ñâîº¿
íàïîëåãëèâî¿ ïðàö³ ³ ÷åðåç äâà ðîêè çìîæå ï³òè íà
ïåíñ³þ. Âñ³, õòî çíàº Îëåíêó â³äíîñÿòüñÿ äî íå¿ ç ëþáîâ’þ
³ ïîøàíîþ, à âîíà ïëàòèòü âñ³ì ñâîºþ äîáðîçè÷ëèâ³ñòþ
³ áàæàííÿì ÷èìîñü äîïîìîãòè. Æèòòÿ ¿¿ º ñêëàäíèì,
àëå ïåðåìàãàþ÷è âñ³ òðóäíîù³ âîíà çàëèøàºòüñÿ
îïòèì³ñòêîþ ³ ïðèêëàäîì âèòðèâàëîñò³.

Â³ä ³ìåí³ ïàðàô³¿ áàæàºìî Îëåíö³ äàëüøèõ
óñï³õ³â ó ïðàö³ ³ ùàñëèâèõ “Ìíîãèõ ë³ò”.

Dear United Sisterhoods,
For years I have wondered why there

was no borscht at the Ukrainian festivals. Sure
they have the usual traditional
Ukrainian favorites of varenyky

and holubsti, among others, but still no
borscht. Then I realized that there is no
one way to make borscht. It seems as
though everyone has a different way to
make their borscht; some make it with
tomato sauce, others with beets, some
include ingredients such as ravioli with
mushrooms. The bottom line is there is no
way to satisfy everyone’s taste in the perfect borscht. So
I am suggesting for the next festival that they have a
borscht cook-off (contest). Where whomever wants to
enter the contest may, with their original recipe for
borscht. For a small fee attendees will buy a
ticket where they will be able to sample

of all the contestants’ borscht. They will then vote for
the borscht that they like the best and the winner of the
borscht contest will be printed in the next issue of this

magazine. It seems like a borscht cook-
off (contest) is the best way to bring
back the traditional Ukrainian dish to the
festival and also making it a fun activity
for all to enjoy.

       Thank you, Alissa Mirchuk

If you would be interested in
being a contestant and making your own

original recipe please contact Nadiya Mirchuk at
110 E. Cedar St.

Livingston, NJ  07039
Also if you have a suggestion for the Ukrainian

festival, please contact Nadiya Mirchuk at the above
address.
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Â³òàííÿ ç Íàãîäè 90-ë³òòÿ

Ç íàãîäè þâ³ëåþ íàðîäæåííÿ òà çà äîâãîë³òíþ
ïðàöþ íà áëàãî íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ñêëàäàºìî Áîæå áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íà
ïîáîæíó òà óëþáëåíó ñåñòðó íàøó Âàëåíòèíó Êóçüìè÷.

Âîçíîñèìî ñâî¿ ùèð³ ìîëèòâè äî Ãîñïîäà çà
Âàøå çäîðîâ’ÿ òà äîáðîáóò âàøî¿ ðîäèíè. Áëàãàºìî
Áîæî¿ äîïîìîãè ó âàøèõ äîâãîëiòí³õ òðóäàõ íà áëàãî
Ñâÿòî¿ Ìàòåð³ Öåðêâè òà áîãîëþáèâîãî óêðà¿íñüêîãî
íàðîäó. Õàé òåïëî òà âäÿ÷í³ñòü ëþäñüêèõ ñåðäåöü
ç³ãð³âàþòü âàøó äóøó ³ áóäóòü íàéêðàùîþ ïîäÿêîþ çà
âñå, ùî çðîáëåíî â æèòò³.

Íåõàé Àíãåë Ãîñïîäí³é çàâæäè îï³êóºòüñÿ Âàìè,
à ìàòè Áîæà, Öàðèöÿ Ñâÿòà äàðóº âàì ìíîã³¿ ³ áëàã³¿
ë³òà.

Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é,
ªïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë,
Óêðà¿íñüêà Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â ÑØÀ

Ãîñïîäü Áîã ïîáëàãîñëîâèâ Âàñ äóæå
çì³ñòîâíèì æèòòÿì. Âè âèêîðèñòàëè æèòåéñüêèé äîñâ³ä
íà ñëóæáó íàø³é Óêðà¿íñüê³é Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Öåðêâ³. Ðàçîì
ç Âàøîþ ðîäèíîþ ³ äðóçÿìè ÿ Âàì áàæàþ âñ³õ ëàñê ³
áëàãîñëîâåíü íà ìíîã³¿ ë³òà.

Ç ëþáîâ’þ ó Õðèñò³ é àðõèºðåéñüêèì áëàãîñëîâåííÿì,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Þð³é, ÓÏÖ Êàíàäà

Äîðîãà ³ âåëüìèøàíîâíà ïàí³ Âàëþ,
Â³òàºìî âàñ ³ç 90 ë³òòÿì. Áàæàºìî ëàñêè òà îï³êè

Ãîñïîäíüî¿, çäîðîâ’ÿ òà ñèëè. Íà ïðîòÿç³ 18 ðîê³â ÿê
Ãîëîâà ÎÓÏÑ Âè âì³ëî ³ ã³äíî äî íàñë³äóâàííÿ êåðóâàëè
ä³ÿëüí³ñòþ Îá’ºäíàííÿ, à òåïåð ÿê ïî÷åñíà ãîëîâà
ïðîäîâæóºòå âæå 12 ðîê³â ïðàöþâàòè, âçÿâøè íà ñåáå
êëîï³òëèâèé ³ æåðòâåíèé îáîâ’ÿçîê ïðèä³ëåííÿ
ñòèïåíä³é â Óêðà¿í³.

Ç ùèðîñåðäå÷íîþ ïîäÿêîþ,
×ëåíè Ãîëîâíî¿ Óïðàâè,
Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê, ãîëîâà ÎÓÏÑ

Çà äîâãîë³òíþ æåðòâåíó ïðàöþ äëÿ ðîçâèòêó
æ³íî÷îãî ðóõó, çà çì³öíåííÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ãðîìàäè â
ä³àñïîð³ òà Óêðà¿í³, â ÷åñòü 90 ë³òòÿ â³ä äíÿ ñâîãî
íàðîäæåííÿ íàãîðîäæóºòüñÿ êîëèøíÿ Ãîëîâà
Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ó
ÑØÀ, çàñòóïíèöÿ ãîëîâè ÑÔÓÆÎ, çàñòóïíèöÿ ãîëîâè
ñòàòóòîâî¿ êîì³ñ³¿ ÑÔÓÆÎ – Âàëåíòèíà Êóçüìè÷.

Ìàð³ÿ Øêàìáàðà, ãîëîâà ÑÔÓÆÎ
Òîðîíòî, ëèñòîïàä 2008

Øàíîâíà ïàí³ Âàëåíòèíî,
Â³ä  ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ â³òàºìî Âàñ ç Þâ³ëåºì.

Çè÷èìî ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ, ãàðíîãî íàñòðîþ ³ çä³éñíåííÿ
âñ³õ Âàøèõ ñïîä³âàíü. Äÿêóºìî çà ìàòåð³àëè, ÿê³ Âè
ïåðåäàëè äî íàøîãî ìóçåþ.

Ç ïîâàãîþ êîëåêòèâ Ð³âíåíñüêîãî îáëàñíîãî
êðàºçíàâ÷îãî ìóçåþ.

Äèðåêòîð Îëåêñàíäð Áóëèãà.

Â³òàºìî ç 90 ë³òí³ì þâ³ëåºì, áàæàºìî â³ä ùèðîãî
ñåðöÿ çäîðîâ’ÿ ³ ñèëè òà äÿêóºìî çà ïë³äíó æåðòâåíó
ïðàöþ.

Ñîþç Óêðà¿íîê Óêðà¿íè,
ãîëîâà Ë. Ãðèãîðîâè÷, Êè¿â.

Âëàäèêà ºïèñêîï Äàíè¿ë âðó÷àº þâ³ëåéíîãî áóêåòà êâ³ò³â
ïàí³ Âàëåíòèí³ Êóçüìè÷ â³ä ³ìåí³ Ìèòðîïîëèòà Êîíñòàíòèíà
òà Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ â ïðèñóòíîñò³ ãîëîâè Îá’ºäíàííÿ

Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ
ïàí³ Íàä³¿ Ì³ð÷óê.
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Òàê âæå ñòàëîñÿ, ùî ìî¿
æèòòºâ³ ñòåæêè ïîâåðíóëè çîâñ³ì
â ³íøèé á³ê â³ä õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â.
Äå âîíè òåïåð, ÿê æèâóòü, òà é
÷è æèâ³ âçàãàë³, íå çíàþ. Íàâ³òü
³ìåí ¿õí³õ íå ïàì’ÿòàþ: äàâíî
õðåñòèëè ìåíå, ùå íåìîâëÿì.
Ïèòàëà ó áàòüê³â, àëå é âîíè íå
ïàì’ÿòàþòü, çíèçóþòü ïëå÷èìà,
êàæóòü: æèëè òîä³ ïî ñóñ³äñòâó
ëþäè, ¿õ ³ çàïðîñèëè â õðåùåí³.
À äå âîíè çàðàç, ÿê ¿õ çâàòè-
âåëè÷àòè - õ³áà çãàäàºø? Ùèðî
êàæó÷è, äëÿ ìåíå öÿ îáñòàâèíà
í³êîëè óùåðáíîþ íå áóëà: ðîñëà
òà é ðîñëà, áåç õðåùåíèõ.

Íèí³, çâè÷àéíî, òóæó çà âèïàäêîâèìè ìî¿ìè
“áàòüêîì ç ìàò³ð’þ”, êîòð³ é ãàäêè íå ìàþòü, ùî çãàäóþ
¿õ çàðàç íå ç äîêîðîì, à ç æàëåì.

Êîìó íå çíàéîìà òàêà êàðòèíà: ãàðíî âáðàí³
ëþäè ñòîÿòü ó õðàì³. Â öåíòð³ óâàãè - íåìîâëÿ â
ìåðåæèâàõ ³ ñòð³÷êàõ. Éîãî ïåðåäàþòü ç ðóê â ðóêè,
ïîãîéäóþòü, ðîçâàæàþòü, ùîá íå ïëàêàëî. ×åêàþòü
õðåùåííÿ. Ïîãëÿäàþòü íà ãîäèííèêè, íåðâóþòü.
Õðåùåíèõ ìîæíà âï³çíàòè â³äðàçó. Âîíè ÿê³ñü îñîáëèâî
çîñåðåäæåí³ é ïîâàæí³, â³ääàþòü ðîçïîðÿäæåííÿ,
øåëåñòÿòü ïàêåòàìè ç õðåñòèëüíèì îäÿãîì ³ íîâåíüêèìè
ïåëþøêàìè. Àæ îñü áàòþøêà çàïðîøóº - ïîðà.
Çàìåòóøèëèñÿ, çàõâèëþâàëèñÿ õðåùåí³: àäæå é äëÿ
íèõ, ÿê ³ äëÿ ¿õ õðåùåíèêà, ñüîãîäí³øí³é âõ³ä ó Áîæèé
õðàì - ïîä³ÿ çíà÷óùà, çíàìåííà. Çà ðîçãóáëåí³ñòþ é
íàïðóæåí³ñòþ ìîæíà ëåãêî âèçíà÷èòè, ùî õðåùåí³ -
ëþäè íå öåðêîâí³, ³ ëèøå ïîä³ÿ, â ÿê³é ¿õ
çàïðîñèëè ïðèéíÿòè ó÷àñòü, ïðèâåëà ï³ä
ñêëåï³ííÿ õðàìó.

Ñâÿùåíèê îáîâ’ÿçêîâî íàãàäàº
ïðî îáîâ’ÿçêè õðåùåíèõ áàòüêà ³ ìàòåð³,
âçàãàë³ ïðî õðèñòèÿíñüêèé îáîâ’ÿçîê. Àëå
â³ä õâèëþâàííÿ ÷è, ìîæëèâî, â³ä
í³ÿêîâîñò³, ÷è â³ä ñåðéîçíîñò³ ìîìåíòó ìàëî
õòî çàïàì’ÿòàº é â³çüìå äî ñåðöÿ ãîëîâíó
äóìêó áàòþøêè: âñ³ ìè â³äïîâ³äàºìî çà
ñâî¿õ õðåùåíèê³â ³ íèí³, ³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ. À õòî
é çàïàì’ÿòàº, òîé íàé³ìîâ³ðí³øå íåïðà-
âèëüíî çðîçóì³º. ² îò, ÷àñ â³ä ÷àñó, ïàì’ÿ-
òàþ÷è ïðî ñâ³é îáîâ’ÿçîê, ïî÷íå âêëàäàòè â áëàãî-
ïîëó÷÷ÿ õðåùåíèêà ïîñèëüíó äåùèöþ: íà äí³
íàðîäæåííÿ, ïî ì³ð³ ï³äðîñòàííÿ ÷àäà - øèêàðíèé
êîìïëåêò äèòÿ÷îãî ïîñàãó, äîðîãó ³ãðàøêó, ìîäíèé
ðàíåöü, âåëîñèïåä ³ òàê äàë³.

Ìè äóæå ìàëî çíàºìî. Àëå íå
öå - ëèõî, à òå, ùî íå äóæå é õî÷åìî

çíàòè. Àäæå ÿêáè õîò³ëè, òî
ïåðåä òèì, ÿê ³òè â õðàì
õðåùåíèìè, çàãëÿíóëè á òóäè
íàïåðåäîäí³ é ðîçïèòàëè á
ñâÿùåíèêà, äî ÷îãî çîáîâ’ÿçóº
íàñ öåé êðîê, ùîá ã³äíî äî íüîãî
ï³äãîòóâàòèñÿ.
   Õðåùåíèé - ïî-ñëîâ’ÿíñüêè

- “âîñïðèºìíèê” (íàñòàâíèê).
×îìó? Ï³ñëÿ çàíóðåííÿ

íåìîâëÿòè ó êóï³ëü ñâÿùåíèê
ïåðåäàº éîãî ç ñâî¿õ ðóê â ðóêè
õðåùåíîãî. Çì³ñò öüîãî ä³éñòâà
äóæå ãëèáîêèé. Ïðèéìàþ÷è
íåìîâëÿ, õðåùåíèé áàòüêî áåðå
íà ñåáå ïî÷åñíó, à ãîëîâíå -

â³äïîâ³äàëüíó ì³ñ³þ âåñòè õðåùåíèêà øëÿõîì â Öàðñòâî
Áîæå. Îñü êóäè! Àäæå õðåùåííÿ - öå äóõîâíå
íàðîäæåííÿ ëþäèíè. Ïàì’ÿòàºòå, â ªâàíãåë³¿ â³ä ²îàíà:
“õòî íå íàðîäèòüñÿ â³ä âîäè ³ Äóõà, íå ìîæå óâ³éòè â
Öàðñòâî Áîæå” (²í. Ç, 5).

Ñåðéîçíèìè ñëîâàìè - “îõîðîíöÿìè â³ðè òà
áëàãî÷åñòÿ” - íàçèâàº Öåðêâà õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â. Àëå
ùîá îõîðîíÿòè, òðåáà ðîçóì³òè - êîãî ³ â³ä ÷îãî. Òîìó
ëèøå â³ðóþ÷à ïðàâîñëàâíà ëþäèíà ìîæå áóòè
õðåùåíèì, à íå òà, ÿêà ðàçîì ç îõðåùóâàíèì íåìîâëÿì
âïåðøå âèáðàëàñü äî õðàìó. Õðåùåí³ ìàþòü çíàòè õî÷à
á îñíîâí³ ìîëèòâè: “Îò÷å íàø”, “Áîãîðîäèöå Ä³âî”, “Äà
âîñêðåñíºò Áîã,..”; âîíè ïîâèíí³ çíàòè “Ñèìâîë Â³ðè”,
÷èòàòè ªâàíãåë³º, Ïñàëòèð. ², çâè÷àéíî æ, íîñèòè íàò³ëüíèé
õðåñò, óì³òè õðåñòèòèñÿ. Â³ðà òà ïîêàÿííÿ - äâ³ îñíîâí³
óìîâè ºäíàííÿ ç Áîãîì. Îäíàê â³ä íåìîâëÿòè íåìîæëèâî

âèìàãàòè â³ðè ³ ïîêàÿííÿ, òîìó õðåùåí³ é
ïîêëèêàí³, ìàþ÷è â³ðó òà ïîêàÿííÿ
ïåðåäàòè ¿õ, íàâ÷èòè ñâî¿õ õðåùåíèê³â.
Ñâÿùåíèê ìàº ñâ³òëó ñâÿòêîâó ðèçó ÿê

îçíàêó ïî÷àòêó íîâîãî æèòòÿ, äóõîâíî¿
÷èñòîòè. Â³í îáõîäèòü íàâêîëî êóïåë³,
êàäèòü ¿¿ é óñ³õ, õòî ñòî¿òü ïîðó÷ ç
çàïàëåíèìè ñâ³÷êàìè. Ãîðÿòü ñâ³÷êè ³ â
ðóêàõ õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â. Çîâñ³ì ñêîðî
ñâÿùåíèê òðè÷³ îïóñòèòü ìàëþêà â êóï³ëü
³ ìîêðîãî, çìîðùåíîãî ïåðåäàñòü â ðóêè
õðåùåíèõ. Íåìîâëÿ îäÿãíóòü â á³ëèé îäÿã.
Â öåé ÷àñ ñï³âàºòüñÿ äóæå êðàñèâèé
òðîïàð: “Ðèçó ìíº ïîäàæäü ñâºòëó,

îáëà÷èñÿ ñâºòîì, ÿêî ðèçîþ... “.
Â³ä íèí³ æèòòÿ õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â íàïîâíèòüñÿ

îñîáëèâèì çì³ñòîì, âîíè âçÿëè íà ñåáå ïîäâèã
äóõîâíîãî áàòüê³âñòâà ³ â³äïîâ³äàòè çà õðåùåíèêà

÷è õðåùåíèöþ áóäóòü òåïåð ïåðåä Áîãîì.

ßÊ ÄÎÃÎÄÈÒÈ ÕÐÅÙÅÍÈÊÎÂI?ßÊ ÄÎÃÎÄÈÒÈ ÕÐÅÙÅÍÈÊÎÂI?ßÊ ÄÎÃÎÄÈÒÈ ÕÐÅÙÅÍÈÊÎÂI?ßÊ ÄÎÃÎÄÈÒÈ ÕÐÅÙÅÍÈÊÎÂI?ßÊ ÄÎÃÎÄÈÒÈ ÕÐÅÙÅÍÈÊÎÂI?
Íàòàë³ÿ Ñóõèí³íà
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Íà Ïåðøîìó Âñåëåíñüêîìó Ñîáîð³ ïðèéíÿëè
ïðàâèëî, çã³äíî ç ÿêèì æ³íêè ñòàþòü õðåùåíèìè äëÿ
ä³â÷àòîê, à ÷îëîâ³êè - äëÿ õëîï÷èê³â. Ïðîñò³øå êàæó÷è,
äëÿ ä³â÷èíêè ïîòð³áíà ëèøå õðåùåíà ìàòè, äëÿ õëîï÷èêà
- ëèøå õðåùåíèé áàòüêî. Îäíàê çà ñòàðîäàâíüîþ
òðàäèö³ºþ çàïðîøóþòü îáîõ õðåùåíèõ (à ³íêîëè é
á³ëüøå), õî÷à öå é íåîáîâ’ÿçêîâî. Àëå ³ òóò íåîáõ³äíî
çíàòè ïåâí³ ïðàâèëà. Íàïðèêëàä, ÷îëîâ³ê òà éîãî äðóæèíà
íå ìîæóòü áóòè õðåùåíèìè îäíîìó ìàëþêó, òàê ñàìî,
ÿê áàòüêè äèòèíè íå ìîæóòü áóòè ¿é âîäíî÷àñ ³
õðåùåíèìè áàòüêàìè. Õðåùåí³ áàòüêè íå ìîæóòü áðàòè
øëþá ç³ ñâî¿ìè õðåùåíèêàìè àáî ç ¿õí³ìè áàòüêàìè.
Ïîçàäó õðåñòèíè ìàëþêà. Ïîïåðåäó â íüîãî âåëèêå æèòòÿ,
â ÿêîìó ³ íàì â³äâåäåíî ì³ñöå, ð³âíîçíà÷íå éîãî ð³äíèì
áàòüêîâ³ ç ìàò³ð’þ. Ïîïåðåäó íàøà ïðàöÿ, íàøå ïîñò³éíå
ïðàãíåííÿ ï³äãîòóâàòè õðåùåíèêà äî ñõîäæåííÿ íà
äóõîâí³ âèñîòè. Ç ÷îãî ïî÷àòè? Òà ç íàéìåíøîãî. Íà
ïåðøèõ ïîðàõ, îñîáëèâî êîëè äèòèíà ïåðøà, áàòüêè
çíåìàãàþòü â³ä êëîïîò³â, ùî íà íèõ çâàëèëèñÿ. Îñü òóò
ñàìå ÷àñ ïðîñòÿãíóòè ¿ì ðóêó äîïîìîãè. Íîñèòè ìàëþêà
äî Ïðè÷àñòÿ, ïîòóðáóâàòèñÿ, ùîá íàä éîãî êîëèñêîþ
âèñ³ëè ³êîíêè, ïîäàâàòè çà íüîãî çàïèñî÷êè â õðàì³,
çàìîâëÿòè ìîëåáí³, ïîñò³éíî, ÿê ³ ñâî¿õ êðîâíèõ ä³òåé,
ïîìèíàòè â äîìàøí³õ ìîëèòâàõ. Çâè÷àéíî, íå ñë³ä ðîáèòè
öå ïîâ÷àþ÷è, ìîâëÿâ, âè â ñóºò³ ïîòîíóëè, à ÿ îñü ÿêèé,
íàñêð³çü äóõîâíèé - ïðî âèñîêå äóìàþ, äî âèñîêîãî
ïðàãíó, âàøó äèòèíó îêîðìëþþ, ùî á âè áåç ìåíå
ðîáèëè. Âçàãàë³ äóõîâíå âèõîâàííÿ ìàëþêà ìîæëèâå
ëèøå òîä³, êîëè õðåùåíèé ó äîì³ - ñâîÿ ëþäèíà, áàæàíà,
òàêòîâíà. Íå ñë³ä, çâè÷àéíî, áðàòè íà ñåáå âñ³ òóðáîòè.
Îáîâ’ÿçêè äóõîâíîãî âèõîâàííÿ ç áàòüê³â íå çí³ìàþòüñÿ,
îäíàê äîïîìàãàòè, ï³äòðèìóâàòè, à ³íêîëè ³ ï³äì³íÿòè
¿õ - öå íåîáõ³äíî ³ îáîâ’ÿçêîâî.

Ïåðåä òèì, ÿê ïîãîäèòèñü ñòàòè õðåùåíèì
áàòüêîì ÷è ìàò³ð’þ, òðåáà ñîá³ ÷åñíî â³äïîâ³ñòè: ÷è
çìîæó, ÷è âèñòà÷èòü ó ìåíå çäîðîâ’ÿ, òåðï³ííÿ, äóõîâíîãî
äîñâ³äó, ùîá ñòàòè õðåùåíèì ëþäèí³, êîòðà âñòóïàº â
æèòòÿ? Òîæ, ïåâíî, ñë³ä äîáðå ïîäóìàòè, ïåðø í³æ
ïîêëàñòè íà ñåáå öåé íåïðîñòèé õðåñò. À áàòüêàì
íåîáõ³äíî ðåòåëüíî ïðèäèâèòèñÿ äî ðîäè÷³â òà äðóç³â:
õòî ç íèõ çìîæå ñòàòè ïî-ñïðàâæíüîìó äîáðèì
ïîì³÷íèêîì ó âèõîâàíí³, õòî çóì³º íàä³ëèòè âàøå ÷àäî
³ñòèííèìè õðèñòèÿíñüêèìè äàðàìè - ìîëèòâîþ, âì³ííÿì
ïðîùàòè, çäàòí³ñòþ ëþáèòè Áîãà.

Àëå ÿêùî â äîì³ ëèõî - òóò ³íø³ êðèòåð³¿. Ñê³ëüêè
íåùàñíèõ, íåïðèêàÿíèõ ä³òî÷îê ó íåáëàãîïîëó÷íèõ
ñ³ì’ÿõ. À ñê³ëüêè ïðîñòî íåäîáðîçè÷ëèâèõ, îçëîáëåíèõ
ëþäåé æèâóòü ï³ä îäíèì äàõîì ³ çìóøóþòü æîðñòîêî
ñòðàæäàòè ä³òåé. Òà êîëè ëþäèíà, êîòðà ñòîÿëà ç
çàïàëåíîþ ñâ³÷êîþ ïåðåä õðåùåíñüêîþ êóï³ëëþ,
êèíåòüñÿ, ÿê íà àìáðàçóðó, íàçóñòð³÷ õðåùåíèêó, âîíà
ìîæå é ãîðè ïåðåâåðíóòè. Ïîñèëüíå äîáðî - òåæ äîáðî.
Ìè íå â çìîç³ ïåðåòâîðèòè íåáëàãîïîëó÷íó ñ³ì’þ íà
áëàãîïîëó÷íó, îäíàê ó íàøèõ ñèëàõ óçÿòè äî ñåáå íà
äà÷ó íà äåíü-äðóãèé äèòèíó, êîòðà çàáóëà, êîëè ¿¿
ãîëóáèëè, çàïèñàòè ¿¿ äî íåä³ëüíî¿ øêîëè ³
âçÿòè íà ñåáå îáîâ’ÿçîê âîäèòè ¿¿ òóäè,

³ - ìîëèòèñÿ. Ìîëèòîâíèé ïîäâèã áåðóòü çà îñíîâó
õðåùåí³ âñ³õ ÷àñ³â ³ íàðîä³â.

Ñâÿùåíèêè äîáðå ðîçóì³þòü òÿãàð ïîäâèãó
õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â, òîæ íå áëàãîñëîâëÿþòü îäíîìó áóòè
õðåùåíèì áàãàòüîõ ìàëþê³â, õîðîøèõ ³ ð³çíèõ. Òà ÿ çíàþ
ëþäèíó, ó ÿêî¿ ïîíàä ï’ÿòäåñÿò õðåùåíèê³â. Ö³ õëîï÷èêè
é ä³â÷àòêà ñàìå çâ³äòè, ç äèòÿ÷î¿ ñàìîòèíè, äèòÿ÷î¿
æóðáè, ç âåëèêîäèòÿ÷î¿ á³äè. Çâàòè öþ ëþäèíó
Îëåêñàíäðîì Ãåííàä³éîâè÷åì Ïåòðèí³íèì; â³í äèðåêòîð
â îäíîìó ç öåíòð³â ðåàá³ë³òàö³¿ ä³òåé, à ïðîñò³øå - â
äèòÿ÷îìó ïðèòóëêó. ßê äèðåêòîð, â³í ðîáèòü äóæå áàãàòî:
çäîáóâàº êîøòè íà îáëàäíàííÿ êëàñ³â, äîáèðàº êàäðè
³ç ñîâ³ñíèõ, íåêîðèñëèâèõ ëþäåé, âèçâîëÿº ñâî¿õ
ï³äîï³÷íèõ ç ì³ë³ö³¿, çíàõîäèòü çíåäîëåíèõ ïî ï³äâàëàõ.
ßê õðåùåíèé áàòüêî - âîäèòü ¿õ äî õðàìó, ðîçïîâ³äàº
ïðî Áîãà, ãîòóº äî Ïðè÷àñòÿ ³ - ìîëèòüñÿ. Ó äåñÿòêàõ
õðàì³â ÷èòàþòüñÿ, íàïèñàí³ íèì, äîâã³ çàïèñêè “î çäðàâ³¿”
÷èñëåííèõ õðåùåíèê³â. Â³í äóæå ñòîìëþºòüñÿ, ³íêîëè
ìàéæå ïàäàº â³ä çíåìîãè. Îäíàê ó íüîãî íåìàº ³íøîãî
âèõîäó: Þ. Ïåòðèí³í - õðåùåíèé áàòüêî, à éîãî õðåùåíèêè
- îñîáëèâèé íàðîä. Éîãî ñåðöå - ð³äê³ñíå ñåðöå, òîæ
ñâÿùåíèê, ðîçóì³þ÷è öå, áëàãîñëîâëÿº éîãî íà òàêå
ïîäâèæíèöòâî. Ïåäàãîã â³ä Áîãà - ãîâîðÿòü ïðî íüîãî ò³,
õòî çíàº éîãî â ðîáîò³. Õðåùåíèé áàòüêî â³ä Áîãà - ÷è
ìîæíà òàê ñêàçàòè? Í³, ìàáóòü, áî âñ³ õðåùåí³ áàòüêè -
â³ä Áîãà, àëå æ â³í âì³º ñòðàæäàòè, ÿê õðåùåíèé, óì³º
ëþáèòè, ÿê õðåùåíèé, ³ âì³º ðÿòóâàòè, ÿê õðåùåíèé áàòüêî.

Äëÿ íàñ, ÷è¿ õðåùåí³ ä³òè ðîçïîðîøåí³ ïî ì³ñòàõ
³ ñåëàõ, éîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ ä³òÿì - âç³ðåöü ñïðàâæíüîãî
õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî ñëóæ³ííÿ. Ãàäàþ, áàãàòüîì ³ç íàñ äî éîãî
âèñîò íå äîòÿãíóòèñÿ, àëå êîëè âæå áðàòè ç êîãî ïðèêëàä,
òî ñàìå ç òèõ, õòî ðîçóì³º ñâîº çâàííÿ “âîñïðèºìíèêà”
ÿê ñåðéîçíó, à íå âèïàäêîâó ñïðàâó â æèòò³.

Ìîæíà, çâè÷àéíî, ñêàçàòè: â ìåíå ñëàáêå
çäîðîâ’ÿ, çàéíÿòèé, íå òàêèé óæå é öåðêîâíèé, ÿê
ãîäèëîñÿ á, ³ òîìó íàéêðàùå, ùî ìîæó çðîáèòè, ùîá íå
ãð³øèòè, - öå âçàãàë³ â³äìîâèòèñÿ â³ä ïðîïîçèö³¿ ñòàòè
õðåùåíèì áàòüêîì. Òàê ÷åñí³øå é ñïîê³éí³øå, ÷è íå òàê?
Ñïîê³éí³øå - òàê. Àëå ÷åñí³øå...

Ìàëî õòî ç íàñ, îñîáëèâî êîëè ï³ä³éøîâ ÷àñ
çóïèíèòèñÿ, îçèðíóòèñÿ íà ïðîæèòå, ìîæå ñêàçàòè ïðî
ñåáå: ÿ õîðîøèé áàòüêî, õîðîøà ìàòè, ÿ í³÷èì íå çàâèíèâ
ïåðåä âëàñíîþ äèòèíîþ. Ìè çàâèíèëè ïåðåä óñ³ìà, ³
áåçáîæíèé ÷àñ, â ÿêîìó âèðîñòàëè íàø³ çàïèòè, íàø³
“ïðîæåêòè”, ïðèñòðàñò³, ³ º ðåçóëüòàòîì íàøèõ áîðã³â
îäèí ïåðåä îäíèì. Ìè âæå íå â³äøêîäóºìî ¿õ. Ä³òè
âèðîñëè é îáõîäÿòüñÿ áåç íàøèõ ³ñòèí òà íàøèõ
“â³äêðèòò³â Àìåðèêè”. Áàòüêè ïîñòàð³ëè. Îäíàê ñîâ³ñòü -
ãîëîñ Áîæèé âèìàãàº â³ääà÷³, ³ íå íà ñëîâàõ, à íà ä³ë³.
Õ³áà íå ìîæå áóòè òàêèì ä³ëîì âèêîíàííÿ îáîâ’ÿçê³â
õðåùåíèõ áàòüê³â?
Ó íàñ ùå º íà öå ÷àñ. ² ñê³ëüêè éîãî â³äïóùåíî - îäíîìó

Ãîñïîäó â³äîìî. Òîìó òðåáà ïîñï³øàòè.
Ïðàâîñëàâíà ãàçåòà”, ¹10, 2000
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Ä³ëèìîñü ñóìíîþ â³ñòêîþ, ùî 22-
ãî ëþòîãî 2008 ð. â³ä³éøëà íà â³÷íèé
ñïîê³é ñë. ï. Êëàâä³ÿ ªôðåì³â, íà 95-ìó
ðîö³ æèòòÿ. Ïîõîðîíí³ â³äïðàâè â³äáóëèñÿ
7-ãî áåðåçíÿ 2008 ðîêó. Ïîõîðîíåíà íà
öâèíòàð³ ñâ. Ãåëåíà, Êàë³ôîðí³ÿ.

Êëàâä³ÿ íàðîäèëàñÿ ó Ïîëüù³ 1-
ãî ãðóäíÿ 1913 ð. Ï³ñëÿ Í³ìåöüêî-
Ïîëüñüêî¿ â³éíè âè¿õàëà äî Í³ìå÷÷èíè,
òàì ïðîæèëà äî ïî÷àòêó Äðóãî¿ Ñâ³òîâî¿
â³éíè.

Ïî â³éí³, Êëàâä³ÿ ç ÷îëîâ³êîì ³
ñèíîì ïåðå¿õàëè äî ÑØÀ ³ íå çàäîâãî
ïîñåëèëèñÿ ó ì³ñò³ Ì³ííåàïîë³ñ³ ³ òóò âîíè
õîäèëè äî Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà.

Êëàâä³ÿ ìàëà íàäçâè÷àéí³ çä³áíîñò³ ó âèøèâàíí³
³ âîíà âêëþ÷èâøèñÿ äî ñåñòðèöòâà ñâ. Îëüãè öåðêâè
ñâ. Ìèõà¿ëà ïîäàðóâàëà ãàðí³ âèøèâêè äî õðàìó ³
öåðêîâíîãî ìóçåþ, ÿê³ äî ñüîãîäí³ ïðèêðàøàþòü íàø
õðàì.

Ðîäèíà ªôðåì³â ÷åðåç ðîêè ³ õîëîäíèé êë³ìàò
ó Ì³ííåñîò³, ìóñ³ëè âè¿õàòè äî Êàë³ôîðí³¿ äî ì. Íîâàòî.

Âèñëîâëþºìî ùèð³ ñï³â÷óòòÿ ñèíîâ³ Âÿ÷åñëàâó ³
äðóçÿì. Ìîëèìî Âñåâèøíüîãî, ùîá îñåëèâ äóøó ¿¿ òàì,
äå ïðàâåäí³ ñïî÷èâàþòü. Â³÷íà ³é ïàì’ÿòü!

It is with deep sadness that we herby
inform you of the repose, on February 22,
2008 of Claudia Yefremiv in the 95th year of
her earthly pilgrimage. Funeral services took
place on March 7th, 2008. She was laid to rest
in St. Helena’s Cemetery, St. Helena, California.

Claudia was born in Poland on
December 1st, 1913. After the German-Polish
war she moved with her family to Germany,
where she resided until the beginning of World
War II.

After the war, Claudia along with her
husband and son emigrated to the U.S. settling
in Minneapolis, MN. There the family became
members of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox
Church and Claudia joined and worked actively
in St. Olga’s Sisterhood.

Claudia was very talented individual.
She was especially gifted in the art of

embroidery. Claudia donated her exquisitely handmade
embroideries to the Church and the church museum and to this
day they continue to beautify our sanctuary.

After living through many years of fiercely cold
Minnesota winters the Yefremiv family sought out the milder
climate of Novato, California.

We extend our deepest sympathy to son, Wesley and
friends. We pray that the Almighty God grant her a final resting
place amongst the righteous. May her memory be eternal!

Ð²ÇÄÂßÍÀ Ç²ÐÊÀ

Ð³çäâÿíà ç³ðêà íà íåáî âèéäå,
Ìàëèé ²ñóñèê äî ä³òåé ïðèéäå.
Ìàëèé ²ñóñèê, Áîæà Äèòèíêà,
Áóäå Ñâÿòâå÷³ð, áóäå ÿëèíêà.
Áóäå êîëÿäêà â êîæí³é õàòèí³,

Íàñòàíå âò³õà íà Óêðà¿í³.

Ó ÂÈÔËÅªÌ² ÒÀÉÍÀ

Â Âèôëåºìó òàéíà ÿâèëàñü âåëèêà,
Òàì áî íàðîäèâñÿ ïðåäâ³÷íèé Âëàäèêà;
Áîãó ÷åñòü â³ääàéìî, âåñåëî ñï³âàéìî:

 ”Ñëàâà âî âèøí³õ Áîãó!”

Ìàð³ÿ Ïðå÷èñòà Ãîñïîäà ñïîâèëà,
Â âåðòåï³ íà ñ³í³ â ÿñëàõ ïîëîæèëà,

Òàì ïàñòèð³ ãðàþòü, àíãåëè ñï³âàþòü:
 ”Ñëàâà âî âèøí³õ Áîãó”

Ìàð³ÿ ÊÎËÅÑÍÈÊ,
ñòóäåíòêà Êè¿âñüêîãî ïîë³òåõí³÷íîãî ³íñòèòóòó

Âñ³ íåáåñí³ ñèëè ²ñóñà õâàëèëè,
À ïàñòèðÿì â ïîë³ ðàä³ñòü ö³ çâ³ñòèëè,
Âñ³ ç äóø³ ñï³âàþòü, Ñïàñà âåëè÷àþòü:

 ”Ñëàâà âî âèøí³õ Áîãó!”

Ãîñïîäíº äèòÿòêî òðè öàð³ âãîùàëè,
Â ²ñóñîâ³ ÿñëà äàðóíêè ïîêëàëè.
Âåñåëî â³òàþòü ³ ãóðòîì ñï³âàþòü:

 ”Ñëàâà âî âèøí³õ Áîãó!”

² ìè Õðèñòà ðàçîì ùèðî ïðèâ³òàéìî;
Ãîñïîäà Âñåëåííè ïîê³ðíî áëàãàéìî:

Â ìèð³ ïðîæèâàòè, Áîãà âåëè÷àòè!
 ”Ñëàâà âî âèøí³õ Áîãó!”
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Òèï ïðîïîâ³ä³ ºâàíãåëüñüêî¿ â³äïîâ³äàâ çàïèòàì
ñëóõà÷³â. ²óäå¿ îõî÷å ñëóõàëè ïðîðîöòâà ³ äîêàçè, âçÿò³
ç³ Ñâ. Ïèñüìà ³ Éîãî Ïåðåäàííÿ. ßçè÷íèê³â ïåðåêîíóâàëè
çà äîïîìîãîþ á³ëüø-ìåíø ïðîñòèõ îáðàç³â, âðàõîâóþ÷è
ñòóï³íü ¿õ ñâ³òîãëÿäó, âèêîðèñòîâóþ÷è, çàïîçè÷åí³ ó
ô³ëîñîô³â ³ ïîåò³â, âëó÷í³ âèðàçè. ×óäåñà çàãîñòðþâàëè
óâàãó òèõ ³ ³íøèõ. Ó Ä³ÿííÿõ Àïîñòîë³â ìè çíàõîäèìî
ð³çíîìàí³òí³ ïðèêëàäè ïîâ÷àíü (2, 14; 3, 12-13, 16; 14,
14; 17, 22). Ñëîâî Áîæå ïðîïîíóâàëîñÿ ò³ëüêè òèì, õòî
ñïðèéìàâ Éîãî îõî÷å ³ ñïîê³éíî. ßê ò³ëüêè ãëóõ³ äî ³ñòèíè
ïî÷èíàëè çàïåðå÷óâàòè àáî íàñì³õà-
ëèñÿ, ùî òðàïëÿëîñÿ íåð³äêî, õðèñòè-
ÿíèí çàìîâêàâ, ïîáîþþ÷èñü, ï³ääàòè
ñâÿòó ³ñòèíó íàñì³øö³ ³ äàòè ïðèâ³ä äî
áîãîõóëüñòâà. Çãîäîì ñòàëè âèõîäèòè
ó ñâ³ò äåÿê³ òâîðè, ìåòîþ ÿêèõ áóëî
ïîêàçàòè ÿçè÷íèêàì íåñåðéîçí³ñòü ¿õ
ðåë³ã³¿ ³ äîïîìîãòè ç’ÿñóâàòè ïîìèëêó.
Äî òàêèõ òâîð³â íàëåæàòü: “Ïîðàäè
ÿçè÷íèêàì” Êëèìåíòà Îëåêñàíäð³é-
ñüêîãî, òðè êíèãè Ôåîô³ëà Àâòîëèêó,
ðîçäóìè Òàò³àíà ïðîòè ãðåê³â. Àëå ÿêùî
áóëî ùîñü, ùî îñîáëèâî çàëó÷àëî äî
Õðèñòèÿíñòâà, òî öå - ÷óäåñà, ÿê³ â öåé
÷àñ íåð³äêî â³äáóâàëèñÿ, à òàêîæ
ñâÿò³ñòü æèòòÿ ³ ïîäâèã õðèñòèÿí ³ ¿õ
íåïîõèòíà ìóæí³ñòü, ç ÿêîþ âîíè
ïåðåíîñèëè ìóêè êàòóâàíü.

ßêùî õòî ïîâ³äîìëÿâ, ùî áàæàº ñòàòè
õðèñòèÿíèíîì, òî éîãî ðåêîìåíäóâàëè ºïèñêîïó àáî
ïðåñâ³òåðó, ÿêèé â³äðàçó âèïðîáîâóâàâ éîãî íàì³ð, ÷è
ä³éñíî â³í º îñòàòî÷íèì ³ ùèðèì; òîìó ùî îñòåð³ãàëèñÿ,
íå îïîãàíèòè ñâÿòèíþ, äîðó÷àþ÷è ¿¿ íåã³äíèêàì, ³ ùîá
íå îáòÿæèòè Öåðêâó ëþäüìè ìàëîäóøíèìè ³
ëåãêîâàæíèìè, ñïðîìîæíèìè îñëàâèòè ¿¿: çðàäèòè,
íàâ³òü, ïðè íàòÿêó íà ãîí³ííÿ. Òîìó ç’ÿñîâóâàëè ïðè÷èíó
íàì³ðó, ñîö³àëüíèé ñòàòóñ: â³ëüíèé â³í ÷è ðàá, ÷è
â³äïóùåíèé; éîãî âäà÷ó ³ äîòåïåð³øí³é ñïîñ³á æèòòÿ. Ò³,
ùî çàéìàëèñÿ ÿêèìîñü ãàíåáíèì ðåìåñëîì àáî ìàëè
íàáóò³ ïîðî÷í³ çâè÷êè, íå ïðèéìàëèñÿ, õ³áà ò³ëüêè ï³ñëÿ
òîãî, ÿê âèêîð³íþâàëè ¿õ ³ çð³êàëèñÿ íàçàâæäè (Áëæ.
Àâãóñòèí “Ïðî Íàã³ðíó ïðîïîâ³äü Ãîñïîäíþ”). Òîìó
â³äõèëÿëèñÿ ïðîõàííÿ ðîçïóñíèõ æ³íîê, ëèõâàð³â, àêòîð³â,
ãëàä³àòîð³â, íàðîäíèõ òàíöþðèñò³â ³ ñï³âàê³â, ñëîâîì,
óñ³õ òèõ, õòî âëàøòîâóâàâ âèäîâèùà, ³ òèõ, õòî
çàõîïëþâàâñÿ íèìè. Îáìàíùèêè, âîðîæêè, ãàäàëêè,
âñ³, õòî ë³êóâàâ çàãîâîðàìè, ÷àðàìè, í³áèòî, â³äâîäÿ÷è
çëî, ³ õòî æèâ, ïîñëóãîâóþ÷èñü çàáîáîíàìè íå
ïðèéìàëèñÿ â ÷èñëî â³ðóþ÷èõ. Íàâ³òü, ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê
êèäàëè ñâîº ðåìåñëî, ¿õ äîâãî âèïðîáîâóâàëè.

Áàãàòî ïðàö³ ³ çóñèëü ïðèêëàäàëè ïåðø³
õðèñòèÿíè äëÿ íàâåðíåííÿ äóø â ³ñòèí-

íó â³ðó, àëå ïðè öüîìó áóëè äóæå ñóâîðèìè äî òèõ,
õòî áàæàâ äî íèõ ïðèºäíàòèñÿ.

Òîé, êîãî âèçíàâàëè ã³äíèì Õðèñòèÿíñòâà,
âñòóïàâ ó ÷èñëî îãëàøåíèõ ÷åðåç ïîêëàäàííÿ íà íüîãî
ðóê ºïèñêîïà àáî ïî ðåêîìåíäàö³¿ éîãî ïðåñâ³òåðà, ÿêèé
ïîêëàäàþ÷è íà éîãî ÷îëî õðåñíèé çíàê, ïðîñèâ Áîãà
óñï³õ³â äëÿ íüîãî â ñïðèéíÿòò³ ìàéáóòí³õ íàñòàíîâ ³ ñèëè
ñïîäîáèòèñÿ ñâÿòîãî õðåùåííÿ. Â³ä ö³º¿ ìèò³ â³í ñëóõàâ
ïîâ÷àííÿ ïåðåä íàðîäîì, êóäè äîïóñêàëèñÿ ³ íàéá³ëüø³
çðàäíèêè. Íàñòàâíèêè ñïîñòåð³ãàëè çà ïîâåä³íêîþ

îãëàøåííèõ ³ êîæíîãî îêðåìî íàâ÷èëè
îñíîâàì â³ðè, íå ïîÿñíþþ÷è Òà¿íñòâ,
çðîçóì³òè ÿê³, âîíè áóëè ùå íå ãîòîâ³.
Ïåðåâàæíî íàìàãàëèñÿ ïðèùåïèòè ¿ì
íîðìè ìîðàë³, ùîá âîíè çíàëè, ÿê
ïîâîäèòèñÿ ï³ñëÿ õðåùåííÿ. Ç óðîê³â
ìîðàë³ ñêëàäàþòüñÿ íàñòàíîâè Êëèìåíòà,
ÿêèé áóâ â Îëåêñàíäð³éñüêîìó ó÷èëèù³
ñïàäêîºìöåì Ïàíòåíà. Ï³ñëÿ Êëèìåíòà
öþ ïîñàäó äîðó÷èëè Îðèãåíó (ªâñåâ³é,
“Öåðêîâíà ³ñòîð³ÿ”). Ïåð³îä îãëàøåííÿ
òðèâàâ äâà ðîêè. Àëå éîãî ìîãëè ³
ñêîðîòèòè, âñå çàëåæàëî â³ä óñï³õ³â
îãëàøåííîãî. Âðàõîâóâàëîñÿ íå ò³ëüêè òå,
÷è ðîçóì³â â³í â÷åííÿ, àëå îñîáëèâî -
òå, ÷è âèïðàâëÿâ â³í ñâîº æèòòÿ. ²
òðèìàëè éîãî â öüîìó ñòàí³ äîòè, ïîêè
â³í ö³ëêîì íå çì³íþâàâ ñâî¿õ çâè÷îê

(Îðèãåí, “Áåñ³äà íà ªâàíãåë³º â³ä Ëóêè”). Òîìó áàãàòî
õòî â³äêëàäàëè ñâîº õðåùåííÿ àæ äî ñìåðò³. Áàæàþ÷³
ïðèéíÿòè Õðåùåííÿ, ÿêùî âèçíàâàëèñü ã³äíèìè öüîãî,
ïîâ³äîìëÿëè ñâî¿ ³ìåíà íà ïî÷àòêó Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó äëÿ
çàíåñåííÿ â ñïèñîê âèïðîáóâàíèõ äëÿ õðåùåííÿ àáî
îñâ³÷åíèõ (Îðèãåí “Ïðîòè Öåëüñà”). Òàêèì ÷èíîì, áóëî
äâà ðîäè îãëàøåííèõ: ñëóõà÷³ ³ âèïðîáóâàí³ äëÿ
õðåùåííÿ. Ö³ îñòàíí³ ãîâ³ëè íà Âåëèêèé Ï³ñò, ÿê â³ðí³,
ïîºäíóþ÷è ç öèì ÷àñòó ìîëèòâó, çåìí³ ïîêëîíè, àíàë³ç
ñâî¿õ ãð³õ³â ³ ñïîâ³äü (Òåðòóë³àí, “Ïðî õðåùåííÿ”). Òàê,
êðîê çà êðîêîì, íàâ÷àëè ¿õ îñíîâíèì ³ñòèíàì â³ðè,
ïîÿñíþþ÷è ñèìâîëè ³ îñîáëèâî òà¿íñòâî Òð³éö³ ³
Âò³ëåííÿ; äåê³ëüêà ðàç³â ââîäèëè ¿õ ó öåðêâó äëÿ ³ñïèòó
³ äëÿ ïðîãîëîøåííÿ íàä íèìè çàêëèíàíü ³ ìîëèòîâ ïðè
â³ðíèõ. Öå íàçèâàëîñÿ îáðàííÿì ³ öüîãî äîòðèìóâàëèñÿ
âïðîäîâæ áàãàòüîõ ñòîð³÷ íàâ³òü íàä íåìîâëÿòàìè.

Íàïðèê³íö³ Âåëèêîãî Ïîñòó â÷èëè ¿õ ìîëèòâ³
Ãîñïîäí³é ³ äàâàëè ñòèñëå ïîíÿòòÿ ïðî Òà¿íñòâà, äî
ÿêèõ âîíè ïðèñòóïàëè, çàëèøàþ÷è ïîâíå ¿õ ïîÿñíåííÿ
íà ìàéáóòíº. Öåé ïîðÿäîê â³äîìèé ç îãëàøåíü ñâ.
Êèðèëà ²ºðóñàëèìñüêîãî ³ ç ëèñòà äèÿêîíà Ôåððàíäà

ñâÿòîìó Ôóëãåíö³þ, â ÿêîìó îáãîâîðþºòüñÿ õðåùåííÿ
åô³îïà. Òèõ, ùî ï³ñëÿ âñ³õ ³ñïèò³â âèçíàâàëè

ÇÂÈ×À¯ ÏÅÐØÈÕ ÕÐÈÑÒÈßÍ
Õðåùåííÿ ³ ï³äãîòîâêà äî íüîãî

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 25)
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Â³äêðèâàþ÷è ñâÿòî ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî
Ñåñòðèöòâà ³ìåí³ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Áðþøåíêî
ïîäÿêóâàëà âñ³ì ïðèñóòí³ì çà ó÷àñòü ó ñâÿò³ òà
ïðåäñòàâèëà ïðèñóòí³ì äîñòîéíèõ ãîñòåé çà ïî÷åñíèì
ñòîëîì. Äî ðå÷³, ñâîºþ ó÷àñòþ âøàíóâàëà þâ³ëåé
÷³êàçüêèõ ñåñòðèöü ãîëîâà Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ
Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê.

Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë ïîáëàãîñëîâèâ òðàïåçó, à
ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî ñåñòðèöòâà çàïðîñèëà ãîñòåé
ïðèãîùàòèñÿ îá³äîì.

Ãîëîâà ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ óïðàâè Ñâÿòîñëàâ Ëè÷èê
â³ä ³ìåí³ óïðàâè òà ïàðàô³ÿí ïîäÿêóâàâ ñåñòðèöÿì çà
áàãàòîë³òíþ ñàìîâ³ääàíó ïðàöþ äëÿ äîáðà ïàðàô³¿ òà
Öåðêâè Õðèñòîâî¿ òà ïîáàæàâ ¿ì çäîðîâ’ÿ, ùàñòÿ òà
ðàäîù³â â³ä æèòòÿ.

Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:
“Äî çóñòð³÷³ ÷åðåç äåñÿòü ðîê³â!”

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ ³ç ñò. 11)

Ï³ä ÷àñ þâ³ëåéíîãî áåíêåòó.

Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë âðó÷àº þâ³ëåéíó Áëàãîñëîâåííó ãðàìîòó
Ñåñòðèöòâó ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè.

Ï³ä ÷àñ îá³äó âåäó÷à ñâÿòêîâî¿ ïðîãðàìè Îêñàíà
×àéêîâñüêà âèãîëîñèëà òîñò íà àäðåñó ñåñòðèöü ç
ïîáàæàííÿì çóñòð³òèñÿ íà óðî÷èñòîìó áåíêåò³ ç íàãîäè
100-ë³òíüîãî þâ³ëåþ Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè.

Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë âðó÷àº Áëàãîñëîâåííó ãðàìîòó
ãîëîâ³ Ñåñòðèöòâà ïàí³ Íàä³¿ Áðþøåíêî.

Ãîëîâà Îáºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê â³òàº êàòåäðàëüíå ñåñòðèöòâî ³ç þâ³ëåºì.

Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë ó ñâîºìó ñëîâ³ â³ä ³ìåí³ ïðîâîäó
ÓÏÖ ó ÑØÀ âèñëîâèâ ùèðó ïîäÿêó Ñåñòðèöòâó ñâÿòî¿
êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè çà äîâãîë³òíþ ïðàöþ, ïîáàæàâ ¿ì ì³öíîãî
çäîðîâ’ÿ òà Áîæèõ ëàñê íà ìíîã³¿ ë³òà. Äóõîâíèé ïðîâ³ä
ÓÏÖ ó ÑØÀ íàãîðîäèâ ïàðàô³ÿëüíå ñåñòðèöòâî
Ïî÷åñíîþ ãðàìîòîþ çà äîâãîë³òíþ òà æåðòîâíó ïðàöþ.
Òàêîæ Âëàäèêà Äàíè¿ë â³ä ³ìåí³ ³ºðàðõ³¿ Öåðêâè âðó÷èâ
Ïî÷åñíó ãðàìîòó ³ òåïåð³øí³é ãîëîâ³ Ñåñòðèöòâà ïàí³ Íàä³¿

Áðþøåíêî, çà ¿¿ äîâãîë³òíþ ñàìîâ³ääàíó ïðàöþ äëÿ
äîáðà ïàðàô³¿ òà Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿

Öåðêâè. (Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 25)
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ã³äíèìè õðåùåííÿ, íàçè-
âàëè îáðàíèìè. ̄ õ óðî÷è-
ñòî õðåñòèëè àáî â í³÷ íà
Ñâ³òëå Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, ùîá
âîíè âîñêðåñëè ç ²ñóñîì
Õðèñòîì, àáî â í³÷ íà
Ï’ÿòèäåñÿòíèöþ, ùîá âî-
íè îäåðæàëè Ñâ. Äóõà ç
àïîñòîëàìè (Òåðòóë³àí
“Ïðî õðåùåííÿ”), òîä³ ¿õ ³
ìèðîïîìàçóâàëè. Çàçâè-
÷àé, ò³ëüêè â ö³ äâà ñâÿòà
çä³éñíþâàëè õðåùåííÿ,
öå ïðàâèëî ³ñíóâàëî ùå
â Õ ñòîð³÷÷³. Âò³ì ëþäåé,
íàä ÿêèìè íàâèñëà íå-

áåçïåêà, à öå áóâàëî â ÷àñè ãîí³íü, õðåñòèëè â áóäü-
ÿêèé ÷àñ.

Â äåíü õðåùåííÿ, îãëàøåííîãî ïðèâîäèëè äî
ñâÿùåíèêà, çàñòàâëÿëè éîãî â³äðåêòèñÿ â³ä ñàòàíè ³ ñïðàâ
éîãî, ïèòàëè ïðî â³ðó, ³ â³í â³äïîâ³äàâ ÷èòàííÿì
Àïîñòîëüñüêîãî Ñèìâîëó (Òåðòóë³àí “Ïðî õðåùåííÿ”, “Ïðî
â³íåöü”; ñâ. Ê³ïð³ÿí “Ëèñò ²àíóàð³þ”). Õðåùåííÿ çàâæäè
â³äáóâàëîñÿ ÷åðåç çàíóðåííÿ: õðåùàºìîãî çàíóðþâàëè
òðè÷³, âèìîâëÿþ÷è ùîðàçó ³ì’ÿ îäí³º¿ ç Îñ³á Ñâ. Òð³éö³
(Òåðòóë³àí “Ïðîòè Ïðàêñåÿ”). Õðåùåííÿ ÷åðåç êðîïëåííÿ
ââàæàëîñÿ äîñòàòí³ì ó êðàéíüîìó âèïàäêó, íàïðèêëàä,
íàä õâîðèìè (ñâ. Ê³ïð³ÿí “Ëèñò Ìàãíóñó”, “Ëèñò Ô³äó”).
Íåìîâëÿò õðåñòèëè â³äðàçó, ÿê ò³ëüêè ¿õ ïðèíîñèëè, ³íîä³,
íàâ³òü, ðàí³øå âîñüìè äí³â (Òåðòóë³àí, “Ïðî õðåùåííÿ”),
³ çà íèõ â³äïîâ³äàëè áàòüêè. Àëå íåìîâëÿòàìè íàçèâàëèñÿ
³ âñ³ íîâîîõðåùåí³, ÿêîãî á â³êó âîíè íå áóëè. Õðåùåííÿ
ïîºäíóâàëè ç ïîìàçàííÿì ìèðîì, îñâÿ÷åíèì íà ïðåñòîë³
(Ñâ. Ê³ïð³ÿí, “Ëèñò ²àíóàð³þ”) Îõðåùåíèõ ïðåäñòàâëÿëè
ºïèñêîïó ³ çà äîïîìîãîþ éîãî ìîëèòâè ³ ðóêîïîêëàäåííÿ
îòðèìóâàëè Ñâ. Äóõà (Òåðòóë³àí “Ïðî âîñêðåñ³ííÿ ò³ëà”).
¯ì äàâàëè ìîëîêî ³ ìåä â çíàê òîãî, ùî âîíè âñòóïàëè
â ³ñòèííó îá³òîâàííó çåìëþ ³ äóõîâíå äèòèíñòâî (Òåðòóë³àí
“Ïðî â³íåöü”). Ïåðøîãî òèæíÿ äóõîâíî íîâîíàðîäæåí³
íîñèëè á³ëèé îäÿã, ÿêèé âîíè îòðèìàëè ïî âèõîä³ ç
âîäè, â çíàê öíîòëèâîñò³, ÿêó çîáîâ’ÿçóâàëèñÿ áåðåãòè
äî ñìåðò³, ³ âïðîäîâæ âñüîãî òèæíÿ íå â³äâ³äóâàëè ëàçíþ,
ùî â òåïëèõ êðà¿íàõ ïðèéíÿòî ðîáèòè ùîäíÿ. Íå
âèÿâëåíî, ùîá ïîâíîë³òí³ ì³íÿëè ³ìåíà, òîìó ùî ìè
çíàºìî áàãàòüîõ ñâÿòèõ, ³ìåíà ÿêèõ ïîõîäÿòü â³ä
ïîãàíñüêèõ áîã³â, ÿê Ä³îí³ñ³é, Ìàðòèí³àí, Äèìèòð³é (ªâñåâ³é
“Öåðêîâíà ³ñòîð³ÿ”). Ùî ñòîñóºòüñÿ íåìîâëÿò, òî ¿ì
ñàìîâ³ëüíî äàâàëè ³ìåíà àïîñòîë³â àáî ³ìåíóâàëè
íàçâàìè õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ÷åñíîò ³ ïðåäìåò³â â³ðè (Ñâ.
Çëàòîóñò “Áåñ³äà íà êíèãó Áóòòÿ”, ñòîð. 21), íàïðèêëàä, ó
ãðåê³â: ªâñåâ³é, ªâñòàô³é, Ãðèãîð³é, Àôàíàñ³é ïîâñþäíî
âæèâàþòüñÿ ó õðèñòèÿí. Íîâîîõðåùåí³ ï³ñëÿ õðåùåííÿ
çíàõîäèëèñÿ ï³ä îï³êîþ ñâî¿õ íàñòàâíèê³â ³ ïðåñâ³òåð³â
äîòè, ïîêè íå çì³öí³þòü â õðèñòèÿíñüêîìó îáðàç³ æèòòÿ.
Çà òåêñòîì æóðíàëó “Õðèñòèÿíñüêå ÷èòàííÿ”, 1825 ð.

Â³öå-ïðåçèäåíò äèðåêö³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî-
Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ Ôåäåðàëüíî¿ Êðåäèòîâî¿ Ñï³ëêè
“Ñàìîïîì³÷” Îëåã Êàðàâàí ðàçîì ³ç ïðèâ³òàííÿì ç
íàãîäè þâ³ëåþ âðó÷èâ ãîëîâ³ Ñåñòðèöòâà ÷åê â³ä ³ìåí³
äèðåêö³¿ òà ïðàö³âíèê³â ô³íàíñîâî¿ óñòàíîâè.

Ï³ä ÷àñ óðî÷èñòîãî áåíêåòó éîãî ó÷àñíèêè ìàëè
çìîãó ïî÷óòè âèñòóï âîêàëüíîãî äóåòó ó ñêëàä³ Àíäð³ÿíè
Ïîïîâè÷ òà Â³òàë³ÿ Äîñêî÷èíñüêîãî, ÿê³ âèêîíàëè ê³ëüêà
ïîïóëÿðíèõ ï³ñåíü. ̄ õ âèñòóï áóâ íàãîðîäæåíèé ãó÷íèìè
îïëåñêàìè ïðèñóòí³õ òà ïîêàçàâ, ùî ñåðåä ìîëîäøî¿
ãåíåðàö³¿ º ùå ÷èìàëî òàëàíò³â, ÿê³ ìîæóòü ïðèñëóæèòèñÿ
ð³äí³é ïàðàô³¿ òà Öåðêâ³.

Â³ä ³ìåí³ ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî Áðàòñòâà ñåñòðèöü
ïðèâ³òàâ éîãî ãîëîâà Çåíîâ³é Òàðàõ. Â³í ïîáàæàâ
ñåñòðèöÿì äîáðîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ, äîâãèõ ðîê³â òà ïë³äíî¿
ñï³âïðàö³ äëÿ äîáðà ïàðàô³¿ ñâÿòîãî êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà.
Çåíîâ³é Òàðàõ çàïåâíèâ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ñåñòðèöü, ùî âîíè
çàâæäè ìîæóòü ðîçðàõîâóâàòè íà äîïîìîãó áðàò÷èê³â.

Ïðèâ³òàëè ãîñòèííèõ ñåñòðèöü ¿õ ïîñåñòðè ç³
ñóñ³äí³õ ïàðàô³é, çîêðåìà Ñîáîðó ñâÿòèõ Âîëîäèìèðà ³
Îëüãè, ïàðàô³¿ ñâÿòîãî Àíäð³ÿ òà ³íøèõ. Ó ñâîºìó âèñòóï³
ãîëîâà Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
Ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ ïàí³ Íàä³ÿ Ì³ð÷óê ñêàçàëà, ùî õî÷
÷ëåíè Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè é íå
ìîëîäøàþòü, îäíàê ñâî¿ì ìîëîäå÷èì äóõîì òà
íàñòðîºì âîíè ìîæóòü áóòè ïðèêëàäîì äëÿ
íàñë³äóâàííÿ äëÿ ïðåäñòàâíèê³â ìîëîäøîãî ïîêîë³ííÿ.
Âîíà ïåðåäàëà â³òàííÿ þâ³ëÿðàì â³ä ¿õí³õ ñåñòåð ç ³íøèõ
ðåã³îí³â Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â Àìåðèêè òà âèñëîâèëà
ñïîä³âàííÿ, ùî ó ëàâè ñåñòðèöü ÷àñò³øå âëèâàòèìóòüñÿ
ïðåäñòàâíèêè ìîëîäøî¿ ãåíåðàö³¿.

Äî þâ³ëåþ ñèëàìè ïàðàô³ÿëüíîãî ñåñòðèöòâà
áóëî âèäàíî ïàì’ÿòíó êíèãó ç íàãîäè 90-ë³òòÿ, ó
ï³äãîòîâö³ ÿêî¿ âçÿëè ó÷àñòü íàñòîÿòåëü Êàòåäðàëüíîãî
Ñîáîðó ñâÿòîãî êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà î. àðõèìàíäðèò
Ïàíêðàò³é, ãîëîâà Ñåñòðèöòâà Íàä³ÿ Áðþøåíêî, äîêòîð
Íåîí³ëà Ëè÷èê òà Àííà Êóçèê.

Äëÿ ó÷àñíèê³â óðî÷èñòîãî áåíêåòó áóëî
ïðîâåäåíî ñâÿòêîâó ëîòåðåþ, ïåðåìîæöåì ÿêî¿ ñòàâ
Ïåòðî Ãë³áêà. Éîìó âèïàâ ùàñëèâèé êâèòîê-çàïðîøåííÿ
íà äâ³ îñîáè äî îäíîãî ç ÷³êàçüêèõ ðåñòîðàí³â. Â³äðàçó
ê³ëüêà îñ³á âèÿâèëè æàðò³âëèâå áàæàííÿ ñóïðîâîäæóâàòè
ùàñëèâîãî ïåðåìîæöÿ äî öüîãî çàêëàäó. Îäíàê â³í
äåë³êàòíî âñ³ì â³äìîâèâ, îñê³ëüêè çà íèì ñïîñòåð³ãàëî
ïèëüíå îêî äðóæèíè.

Ñâÿòî âäàëîñÿ. Ïðèñóòí³ ùå äîâãî íå ðîçõî-
äèëèñÿ, îáì³íþþ÷èñü äóìêàìè, çãàäóþ÷è ñëàâí³ ñòîð³íêè
ìèíóëîãî òà âèñëîâëþþ÷è ñïîä³âàííÿ íà òàêó æ çóñòð³÷,
àëå ç íàãîäè 100-ë³òíüîãî þâ³ëåþ Ñåñòðèöòâà ñâÿòî¿

êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè. Ùî æ, äàé Áîæå, äîæèòè äî
öüîãî ñâÿòà!

Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:Ñåñòðèöòâî ñâÿòî¿ êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè:
“Äî çóñòð³÷³ ÷åðåç äåñÿòü ðîê³â!”

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 24)
(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 23)
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Äëÿ òîãî, ùîá çðîçóì³òè
ïåðåä³ñòîð³þ ïðàâîñëàâíîãî
êàëåíäàðÿ, ìè ïîâèíí³ ïåðåíå-
ñòèñÿ â äîëèíó Í³ëó, äå â íåçà-
ïàì’ÿòí³ ÷àñè áóâ ñòâîðåíèé êàëå-
íäàð, ùî ïðî³ñíóâàâ ðàçîì ç ªãèïåò-
ñüêîþ êóëüòóðîþ áëèçüêî 4-õ ñòîë³òü. Ïîõîä-
æåííÿ öüîãî êàëåíäàðÿ ïîâ’ÿçàíå ³ç Ñèð³óñîì - íàé-
ÿñêðàâ³øîþ ç³ðêîþ íåáîñõèëó, îñï³âàíîþ áàãàòüìà
ïîåòàìè. Îòæå, Ñèð³óñ äàâ ªãèïòó ïåðøèé ó ñâ³ò³
ñîíÿ÷íèé êàëåíäàð, ùî ëåæèòü â îñíîâ³ ë³òî÷èñëåííÿ
âñüîãî Ñòàðîãî Ñâ³òó, àæ äî íàøèõ ÷àñ³â.

Ñïðàâà â òîìó, ùî ïðîì³æîê ÷àñó ì³æ äâîìà
ïåðøèìè ðàíêîâèìè ñõîäàìè Ñèð³óñà, ùî îäíàêîâî
çá³ãàëèñÿ â ªãèïò³ ç ë³òí³ì ñîíöåñòîÿííÿì ³ ðîçëèâîì
Í³ëó, ñàìå ³ ñêëàäàº äîáðå â³äîì³ íàì 365 ³ 1/4 äîáè.
Ïðîòå ä³éñíîþ äîâæèíîþ ðîêó ºãèïòÿíàìè áóëî îáðàíå
ö³ëå ÷èñëî äí³â, à ñàìå - 365. Òàêèì ÷èíîì, çà êîæí³ 4
ðîêè ñåçîíí³ ÿâèùà âèïåðåäæàëè ªãèïåòñüê³ êàëåíäàð³
íà 1 äîáó. Î÷åâèäíî, äëÿ òîãî, ùîá Ñèð³óñó ïðîéòè ïî
âñ³õ äàòàõ ñêîðî÷åíîãî ðîêó (³ç 365 äí³â), áóëî ïîòð³áíî
âæå 365õ4=1460 ä³á. Àëå çíîâó òàêè, ïàì’ÿòàþ÷è ïðî
òå, ùî ªãèïåòñüêèé ð³ê êîðîòøèé â³ä Ñîíÿ÷íîãî íà 1/4
äîáè (6 ãîäèí), òî äëÿ òîãî, ùîá ïîâåðíóòèñÿ òî÷íî äî
ò³º¿ æ äàò³ ªãèïåòñüêîãî êàëåíäàðÿ Ñèð³óñó áóâ ïîòð³áíèé
ùå îäèí ð³ê (1460+1=1461). Öåé öèêë³÷íèé ïåð³îä ó
1461 ªãèïåòñüêèõ ðîêè ³ º çíàìåíèòèé “Ñîòè÷íèé ïåð³îä”
(Âåëèêèé ð³ê Ñîòèñà), ð³âíèé 1460-òè Þë³àíñüêèì ðîêàì.

×îìó æ ñòàðèé ñòèëü íàçèâàºòüñÿ Þë³àí-
ñüêèì? Ïåðøà ñïðîáà ðåôîðìóâàòè äðåâí³é ªãèïå-
òñüêèé êàëåíäàð áóëà ðîçïî÷àòà ùå çàäîâãî äî Þë³ÿ
Öåçàðÿ Ïòîëåìåºì III Åâåðãåòîì, ùî ó ñâîºìó â³äîìîìó
“Êàíîïñüêîìó Äåêðåò³” (238 ð. äî Ð.Õ.) óïåðøå ââ³â
ïîíÿòòÿ âèñîêîñíîãî ðîêó, âèð³âíþþ÷è òèì ñàìèì
ïîìèëêó â 1 äîáó, ùî íàá³ãàº çà 4 ðîêè. Òàêèì ÷èíîì,
îäèí ð³ê ³ç ÷îòèðüîõ ñòàâàâ ð³âíèì 366 ä³á. Íà æàëü,
ðåôîðìà öÿ òîä³ íå ïðèæèëàñÿ: ïî-ïåðøå, ïîíÿòòÿ
âèñîêîñíîãî ðîêó áóëî ö³ëêîì ÷óæå ñàìîìó äóõó
áàãàòîâ³êîâîãî ªãèïåòñüêîãî ë³òî÷èñëåííÿ, ïî-äðóãå,
çàíàäòî ñèëüí³ áóëè ùå äðåâí³ òðàäèö³¿. Ò³ëüêè â åïîõó
Ðèìñüêîãî ïàíóâàííÿ óæå â³äîìèé íàì Âåëèêèé ð³ê
Ñîòèñà ïåðåñòàâ ³ñíóâàòè ÿê ðåàëüíà êàëåíäàðíî-
àñòðîíîì³÷íà ì³ðà. Ãàé Þë³é Öåçàð çà äîïîìîãîþ
â³äîìîãî Îëåêñàíäð³éñüêîãî àñòðîíîìà Ñîç³ãåíà çàì³íèâ
Ðèìñüêèé êàëåíäàð ðåôîðìîâàíèì ªãèïåòñüêèì
êàëåíäàðåì “Êàíîïñüêîãî Äåêðåòó”. Ó 46 ð. äî Ð.Õ. Ðèì
ç óñ³ìà ñâî¿ìè âîëîä³ííÿìè ïåðåéøîâ íà íîâèé
êàëåíäàðíèé â³äë³ê, ùî îäåðæàâ ³ç òèõ ï³ð íàçâó
Þë³àíñüêîãî. Ñàìå öåé êàëåíäàð ââ³éøîâ â îñíîâó
³ñòîð³¿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ êóëüòóðè.

Þë³àíñüêèé êàëåíäàð
ÿê òàêèé íå ïðî³ñíóâàâ ³ 400

ðîê³â. Íà I Í³êåéñüêîìó Ñîáîð³,
ñêëèêàíîìó ð³âíîàïîñòîëüíèì

öàðåì Êîñòÿíòèíîì Âåëèêèì ó 325
ðîö³, ñåðåä ³íøèõ íàéâàæëèâ³øèõ

äîãìàòè÷íèõ ïîñòàíîâ áóëè âèðîáëåí³
ºäèí³ ïðàâèëà âè÷èñëåííÿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ Ïàñõàë³¿ ³

âñòàíîâëåíà ºäèíà åðà â³ä Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî (Ð.Õ.)
äëÿ âñ³õ õðèñòèÿí. Òàêèì ÷èíîì, êàëåíäàð Þë³ÿ Öåçàðÿ
ïåðåòâîðèâñÿ â Öåðêîâíèé Þë³àíñüêèé êàëåíäàð, ùî
á³ëüøå 1000 ðîê³â ñëóæèâ óí³âåðñàëüíèì êàëåíäàðåì
äëÿ âñüîãî Ïðàâîñëàâíîãî ñâ³òó.

Ñóòü Í³êåéñüêî¿ ðåôîðìè ïîëÿãàëà â òîìó, ùî
â Þë³àíñüêèé êàëåíäàð, ñòðîãî îð³ºíòîâàíèé ïî Ñîíöþ,
áóëî ââåäåíî ðóõ Ì³ñÿöÿ ç³ çì³íîþ éîãî ôàç. ²íøèìè
ñëîâàìè, ñîíÿ÷íèé êàëåíäàð áóâ îðãàí³÷íî îá’ºäíàíèé
ç êàëåíäàðåì Ì³ñÿöÿ. Öþ íåîáõ³äí³ñòü çóìîâèëà ñïðîáà
òî÷í³øå âèçíà÷èòè ãîëîâíå õðèñòèÿíñüêå ñâÿòî - Ïàñõó
³ ïîâ’ÿçàí³ ç íåþ ³íø³ ñâÿòà. Ïðîòå, âñòàíîâëåííÿ äàòè
Ïàñõè Íîâîãî Çàâ³òó çàëåæàëî â³ä äàòè ñòàðîçàâ³òíüî¿
³óäåéñüêî¿ Ïàñõè, ùî ç ÷àñ³â Ìîéñåÿ ñâÿòêóâàëàñÿ
ºâðåÿìè ò³ëüêè â ïåð³îä ïîâíî¿ ôàçè Ì³ñÿöÿ. Îñü â
÷îìó ïîëÿãàº ïîòðåáà ç’ºäíàòè â Öåðêîâíîìó êàëåíäàð³
Ñîíÿ÷íèé ³ Ì³ñÿ÷íèé öèêëè. Öåðêîâíèé Þë³àíñüêèé
êàëåíäàð ó ñâîºìó ðåôîðìîâàíîìó âèãëÿä³ íå ò³ëüêè
âèêîíàâ öå çàâäàííÿ, ùî â³äïîâ³äàº óñ³ì âèìîãàì
Öåðêîâíîãî Áîãîñëóæ³ííÿ, àëå ³ ïîêëàâ ê³íåöü ñóïåðå÷êàì
ì³æ Ðèìñüêîþ, Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîþ òà ³íøèìè
Öåðêâàìè ç ïðèâîäó òîãî, êîëè ñàìå ïîòð³áíî ñâÿòêóâàòè
Íîâîçàâ³òíþ Ïàñõó ³ ÿêèìè ïðàâèëàìè äëÿ âèçíà÷åííÿ
äàòè íåîáõ³äíî êåðóâàòèñÿ.

Îòæå, ïî Ì³ñÿ÷íîìó êàëåíäàðþ Ïàñõà ìàº
ïîñò³éíó äàòó, à ïî Ñîíÿ÷íîìó - äàòà ïåðåì³ùàºòüñÿ ó
ìåæàõ 35 äí³â: â³ä 22 áåðåçíÿ äî 25 êâ³òíÿ Þë³àíñüêîãî
ë³òî÷èñëåííÿ.

Àëå ñåðåäíÿ äîâæèíà Ñîíÿ÷íîãî ðîêó - 365,25
äîáè, à ñåðåäíÿ äîâæèíà Ì³ñÿ÷íîãî ì³ñÿöÿ - 29,53 äîáè.
Ïîâ’ÿçàòè ìàòåìàòè÷íî Ì³ñÿ÷íèé ðèòì ³ç ðèòìîì
Ñîíÿ÷íèì ïðàêòè÷íî íåìîæëèâî. ̄ õ íàéìåíøå ñï³ëüíå
êðàòíå äàº öèêë ç òàêîþ ê³ëüê³ñòþ ðîê³â, ùî êîðèñòóâàòèñÿ
òàêèì ïåð³îäîì áóëî á áåçãëóçäî. Âñ³, õòî á íå áðàâñÿ
ðîç’ÿçóâàòè öþ çàäà÷ó, çìóøåíèé áóâ äîïóñêàòè ó ñâî¿
îá÷èñëåííÿ òó ÷è ³íøó ïîõèáêó, ÿêà ç ÷àñîì âñå îäíî
íàðîñòàëà á. Òà ñï³ââ³äíîøåííÿ öèêë³â, ðîçðîáëåíå
ãðåöüêèì àñòðîíîìîì Ìåòîíîì (432 ð. äî Ð.Õ.) ìîæíà
ââàæàòè îäíèì ³ç øåäåâð³â ñâ³òîâî¿ àñòðîíîì³¿.

Ì³ñÿ÷íî-Ñîíÿ÷íå ð³âíÿííÿ Ìåòîíà ñòâåðäæóº:
19 Ì³ñÿ÷íèõ ðîê³â =235 Ì³ñÿ÷íèì ì³ñÿöÿì = 6940

äîáàì =19 Þë³àíñüêèì Ñîíÿ÷íèì ðîêàì.

Ñâ³òëàíà Áåçïàëü÷åíêî

ÏÐÎ ÍÎÂÈÉ ² ÑÒÀÐÈÉ ÑÒÈËÜ
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  Íåçâàæàþ÷è íà äîïóùåíó
òóò ïîõèáêó, òîìó ùî ðåàëüíî
19 Þë³àíñêèõ ðîê³â äîð³âíþº
íå 6940, à 6939,75 äîáàì,
ñàìå öåé öèêë Ìåòîíà çàêëà-
äåíèé â îñíîâó âñ³õ ðîçðà-
õóíê³â Ì³ñÿ÷íî-Ñîíÿ÷íèõ êà-
ëåíäàð³â, ÿê äðåâí³õ, òàê ³
ñó÷àñíèõ.

Í³êåéñê³ Ïàñõàë³ñòè,
äîòðèìóþ÷èñü ªâàíãåëüñüêèõ
òðàäèö³é ó ïîñë³äîâíîñò³ ïîä³é,
ïîâ’ÿçàíèõ ç îñòàíí³ì òèæíåì çåìíîãî æèòòÿ ²ñóñà
Õðèñòà, ö³ëêîì ñâ³äîìî õîò³ëè, ùîá äàòà Ïàñõè Íîâîãî
Çàâ³òó çáåðåãëà ñâ³é ³ñòîðè÷íèé çâ’ÿçîê ç ñòàðîçàâ³òíüîþ
Ïàñõîþ, (êîòðà çîâñ³ì íå ïîâ’ÿçàíà ç Âîñêðåñ³ííÿì ÿê
äíåì òèæíÿ, à ïðèâ’ÿçàíà äî êîíêðåòíîãî ÷èñëà - 14
êâ³òíÿ), áóëà á ö³ëêîì íåçàëåæíà â³ä íå¿, àëå çàâæäè
íàñòóïàëà ï³çí³øå. Äàíà îáñòàâèíà áóëà äëÿ Í³êåéñüêèõ
Îòö³â íàñò³ëüêè âàæëèâîþ, ùî äàòà Íîâîçàâ³òíüî¿ Ïàñõè
ñòàëà “ïëàâàþ÷îþ”. Ìåòîíî-Ñîçèãåíîâèé öèêë âèÿâèâñÿ
äëÿ íèõ ³äåàëüíîþ ì³ðîþ äëÿ âèçíà÷åííÿ äàòè Ïàñõè.
Çàñíîâàíèé íà öüîìó öèêë³ êàëåíäàðíî-àñòðîíîì³÷íèé
ìåõàí³çì õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ Ïàñõàë³¿ ñòàâ ö³ëêîì íåçàëåæíèì
â³ä ìåõàí³çìó Ïàñõàë³¿ ³óäåéñüêî¿. Õðèñòèÿíñüê³
Ïàñõàë³ñòè ïåðåêîíàëèñÿ, ùî äîòðèìóâàòèñÿ âèñîêî¿
ìàòåìàòèêî-àñòðîíîì³÷íî¿ òî÷íîñò³ â êàëåíäàðí³é ñïðàâ³
- ð³÷ ö³ëêîì íåçä³éñíåííà ³ íåïîòð³áíà îäíî÷àñíî.
Ïëàâàþ÷à äàòà Íîâîçàâ³òíüî¿ Ïàñõè âèïåðåäæàº äàòó
ð³âíîäåííÿ íà 1 äîáó çà 128 ðîê³â, à ìàòåìàòèêî-
àñòðîíîì³÷íî âèðàõóâàíà äàòà - 14-ãî êâ³òíÿ - ³óäåéñüêî¿
Ïàñõè âèïåðåäæàº äàòó ð³âíîäåííÿ íà 1 äîáó çà 210
ðîê³â. Âñå öå â³äáóâàºòüñÿ òîìó, ùî â êàëåíäàðíî-
àñòðîíîì³÷íîìó ïëàí³ ðóõ Ì³ñÿöÿ íåìîæëèâî îá’ºäíàòè
ç ðóõîì Ñîíöÿ. Îòæå, âçàãàë³ áóäü-ÿêèé êàëåíäàð íå º
àáñîëþòíî òî÷íèì, ³ ïîíÿòòÿ òî÷íîñò³ òóò â³äíîñíå. Òîìó
áóäü-ÿêà ñïðîáà çàêð³ïèòè â êàëåíäàð³ áóäü-ÿêó äàòó
“íàâ³÷íî” çàâæäè áóëà ïðèðå÷åíà íà íåâäà÷ó.

Ñàìå öþ ãðóáó ïîìèëêó äîïóñòèëà â XVI ñòîð³÷÷³
Çàõ³äíà Êàòîëèöüêà Öåðêâà, ïðîâ³âøè òàê çâàíó
Ãðèãîð³àíñêóþ ðåôîðìó, íàçâàíó çãîäîì “íîâèì ñòèëåì”.

Ó òåêñò³ çíàìåíèòî¿ áóëè ïàïè Ãðèãîð³ÿ XIII
ãîâîðèòüñÿ ïðî òå, ùî äàòà âåñíÿíîãî ð³âíîäåííÿ, ÿêà â
åïîõó Í³êåéñêîãî Ñîáîðó ïðèïàäàëà íà 21 áåðåçíÿ ³ çà
1000 ðîê³â çì³ñòèëàñÿ íà äåñÿòü äí³â âïåðåä, “íàâ³÷íî”
ïîâåðòàºòüñÿ íà ñòàðå ì³ñöå:

“...áóëî òóðáîòîþ íàøîþ íå ò³ëüêè çàêð³ïèòè
âñòàíîâëåíó äàòó ð³âíîäåííÿ íà ñïîêîíâ³êó ïðèçíà÷åíîìó
éîìó ì³ñö³... àëå çàïðîâàäèòè òàê³ ïðàâèëà, çà ÿêèìè ó
ìàéáóòíüîìó äàòà ð³âíîäåííÿ ³ 14-òèé Ì³ñÿöü ç³ ñâîãî
ì³ñöÿ í³êîëè íå çì³ùóâàëàñÿ... “ (Áóëà ïàïè Ãðèãîð³ÿ XIII,
24 ëþòîãî 1582 ðîêó).

Ãðèãîð³àíñüêèé êàëåíäàð ³ éîãî ìîäèô³êàö³¿
ïîðóøóþòü îäèí ç îñíîâíèõ êàíîí³â - ïðàâèëî ïðî
ñâÿòêóâàííÿ Ñâÿòî¿ Ïàñõè Õðèñòîâî¿. Ïðèõèëüíèêè
“íîâîãî ñòèëþ”, âñòàíîâëþþ÷è äàòó Ïàñêè
ðàí³øå ³óäåéñüêî¿ àáî ðàçîì ç íåþ,

çì³íþþòü ïîñë³äîâí³ñòü ñâÿùåííèõ
ªâàíãåëüñüêèõ ïîä³é ³ òîìó ¿õ
ñïîòâîðþþòü. Ðåôîðìà áóëà
ìàéæå â³äðàçó ïðèéíÿòà âñ³ìà
êàòîëèöüêèìè êðà¿íàìè. Ùî
ñòîñóºòüñÿ ïðîòåñòàíòñüêèõ
äåðæàâ, òî âîíè äîâãèé ÷àñ
äîòðèìóâàëèñÿ ïðàâèëà, ùî
“êðàùå ðîç³éòèñÿ ³ç Ñîíöåì, í³æ
ç³éòèñÿ ç Ðèìîì”. Ïðîòå, äî
ñåðåäèíè XVIII ñòîë³òòÿ Ãðèãîð³àí-
ñüêèé êàëåíäàð çàâîþâàâ

ïðàêòè÷íî âñþ ªâðîïó. Þë³àíñüêèé êàëåíäàð çáåð³ãñÿ
ëèøå â Ðîñ³¿, Ãðåö³¿ é ó ïàòð³àðõàòàõ Ñõ³äíî-õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî
ñâ³òó, ÿê³ ñâÿòî ³ íåïîõèòíî âèêîíóâàëè ïîñòàíîâè Ñâÿòèõ
îòö³â Öåðêâè.

Ïðàâîñëàâíèé öåðêîâíèé êàëåíäàð, ñóâîðî
äîòðèìóþ÷èñü Þë³àíñüêîãî ë³òî÷èñëåííÿ, âïîðÿäêîâóº
äàòè. Áàãàòî ÷óäåñ òâîðèòü Ãîñïîäü Âñåäåðæèòåëü äëÿ
ï³äòâåðäæåííÿ ³ñòèííîñò³ ñòàðîãî ñòèëþ. Ïî ñòàðîìó ñòèëþ
ó Âåëèêó Ñóáîòó íà Ãð³á Ãîñïîäí³é ñõîäèòü Áëàãîäàòíèé
Âîãîíü, ïî ñòàðîìó ñòèëþ â Äåíü Âîäîõðåùåííÿ
Ãîñïîäíüîãî îñâÿ÷óºòüñÿ âîäà, ùî çáåð³ãàºòüñÿ ïðîòÿãîì
äåñÿòê³â ðîê³â ³ áàãàòî ÷îãî ³íøîãî.

Ùå ïðèêëàä: Ãðåö³ÿ, â ÿê³é Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ º
äåðæàâíîþ ðåë³ã³ºþ â öüîìó ñòîë³òò³ ïåðåéøëà îô³ö³éíî
íà íîâèé (ãðèãîð³àíñüêèé) ñòèëü. ×àñòèíà â³ðóþ÷èõ,
ñâÿùåíèê³â, ìîíàõ³â â³äìîâèëèñÿ âèçíàòè íîâèé ñòèëü.
¯õ íàçâàëè “ñòàðîñòèëüíèêàìè” ³ ïî÷àëè ïåðåñë³äóâàòè.
14 âåðåñíÿ (ïî ñòàðîìó ñòèëþ) 1925 ðîêó â äåíü
Âîçäâèæåííÿ Æèâîòâîðÿùîãî Õðåñòà Ãîñïîäíüîãî â íåá³
íàä Àô³íàìè áóâ çíàê Õðåñòà. Ó öåé äåíü áëèçüêî
÷îòèðüîõ òèñÿ÷ ñòàðîñòèëüíèê³â ç³áðàëèñÿ íà ãîðàõ
Àô³íñüêèõ á³ëÿ öåðêâè ²îàííà Áîãîñëîâà. Âèñîêî íà ñõîä³
çàáëèùàâ âåëè÷åçíèé á³ëèé âîñüìèêîíå÷íûé õðåñò. Éîãî
ðîçìàõ áóâ ê³ëüêà ñîò ìåòð³â. Ñþäè ïðèáóëà ³ ïîë³ö³ÿ,
ùîá çààðåøòóâàòè ñâÿùåíèê³â, ùî ³ç ñâîºþ ïàñòâîþ íå
ïåðåéøëè íà íîâèé ñòèëü. Ïî÷àëàñÿ áîðîòüáà ç íàðîäîì,
ùî íå ïðîïóñêàâ ïîë³ö³þ â õðàì. Ïîë³öåéñüê³, ïîáà÷èâøè
Çíàê Õðåñòà íà íåá³ ðàçîì ³ç íàðîäîì âïàëè íà êîë³íà.
Ïðîëóíàëè êðèêè ³ ïëà÷: “Ãîñïîäè, ïîìèëóé!”. Òðîº
ïîë³öåéñüêèõ íåçàáàðîì çíÿëè ñâîþ óí³ôîðìó ³ ñòàëè
÷åíöÿìè, ³íø³ - ñòàðîñòèëüíèêàìè. Îäèí ³ç íèõ ùå æèâèé
³ ñâ³ä÷èòü ïðî öå ÷óäî â Àô³íàõ.

                        “Çàïîð³ææÿ Ïðàâîñëàâíå”, ¹11, 99

Äîðîã³ ñåñòðèö³,
ôîíä Îá’ºäíàííÿ íà âèñèëêó Â²ÐÈ

â Óêðà¿íó âè÷åðïóºòüñÿ.
Öüîãî ðîêó áóäåìî âèñèëàòè ò³ëüêè äî
á³áë³îòåê. Ìàºìî â Óêðà¿í³ áàæàþ÷èõ

îòðèìóâàòè Â²ÐÓ, àëå íà æàëü öèõ áàæàíü
ìè íå ìîæåìî çàäîâ³ëüíèòè.

Ïåðåäïëàòà â Óêðà¿íó êîøòóº $25.
Ïåðåäïëà÷óéòå Â²ÐÓ, ÿê äàðóíîê äëÿ

÷èòà÷³â â Óêðà¿í³ ÷è ÑØÀ!
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- Ïîäàéòå, ðàäè Õðè-
ñòà, ìèëîñòèíüêó! Ìèëîñòèíüêó,
Õðèñòà ðàäè!..

Í³õòî íå ÷óâ öèõ æàë³-
áíèõ ñë³â, í³õòî íå çâåðòàâ
óâàãè íà ñëüîçè, ùî òðåìò³ëè
â ñëîâàõ á³äíî-îäÿãíóòî¿ æ³íêè,
ÿêà ñàìîòíüî ñòîÿëà íà ðîç³
âåëèêî¿ ³ ïîæâàâëåíî¿ ì³ñüêî¿
âóëèö³.

- Ïîäàéòå ìèëîñòèíüêó!
Ïåðåõîæ³ êâàïëèâî

êðîêóâàëè ïîâç íå¿, ³ç øóìîì
ïðî¿æäæàëè åê³ïàæ³ ïî ñí³æí³é äîðîç³. Íàâêðóãè ÷óâñÿ
ñì³õ, æâàâà ðîçìîâà...

Íà çåìëþ ñïóñêàëàñÿ ñâÿòà, âåëèêà í³÷ ï³ä
Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå. Âîíà ñ³ÿëà ç³ðêàìè, îãîðòàëà ì³ñòî
òàºìíè÷îþ ³ìëîþ.

- Ìèëîñòèíüêó... íå ñîá³, ä³òêàì ìî¿ì ïðîøó...
Ãîëîñ æ³íêè ðàïòîì îá³ðâàâñÿ, ³ âîíà òèõî

çàïëàêàëà. Òðåìòÿ÷è ï³ä ñâî¿ì ëàõì³òòÿì, âîíà âòèðàëà
ñëüîçè çàêëÿêëèìè ïàëüöÿìè, àëå âîíè çíîâó ëèëèñÿ
ïî ¿¿ õóäèõ ùîêàõ. Âñ³ì áóëî íå äî íå¿...

Âîíà ³ ñàìà íå äóìàëà ïðî ñåáå, ïðî òå, ùî
çîâñ³ì çàìåðçëà, ùî â³ä ðàíêó í³÷îãî íå ¿ëà... Âñ³ ¿¿
äóìêè áóëè á³ëÿ ä³òåé, ñåðöå áîë³ëî çà íèõ... Ñèäÿòü
âîíè, á³äí³, òàì, ó õîëîäí³é òåìí³é êîíóð³, ãîëîäí³,
çìåðçë³... ³ ÷åêàþòü ¿¿... Ùî âîíà ïðèíåñå àáî ùî ñêàæå?
Çàâòðà âåëèêå ñâÿòî, óñ³ì ä³òÿì âåñåëî, ò³ëüêè ¿¿ á³äí³
ä³òêè ãîëîäí³ ³ íåùàñí³.

Ùî ðîáèòè ¿é? Ùî ðîáèòè? Îñòàíí³ì ÷àñîì âîíà
ïðàöþâàëà, ÿê ìîãëà, íàäðèâàëà îñòàíí³ ñèëè... Ïîò³ì çëÿãëà
³ âòðàòèëà ðîáîòó... Ï³ä³éøëî ñâÿòî, ¿é í³äå âçÿòè øìàòêà
õë³áà...

Î, ä³òêè, á³äí³ ä³òêè! Çàðàäè íèõ, âîíà çâàæèëàñÿ,
âïåðøå ó æèòò³ ïðîñèòè ìèëîñòèíþ... Ðóêà íå ï³äí³ìàëàñÿ,
ÿçèê íå ïîâåðòàâñÿ .. Àëå äóìêà, ùî ä³òè ¿¿ õî÷óòü ¿ñòè, ùî
âîíè çóñòð³íóòü ñâÿòî ãîëîäí³, íåùàñí³, ìó÷èëà ¿¿. Âîíà ãîòîâà
áóëà íà óñå. ² çà äåê³ëüêà ãîäèí ¿é óäàëîñÿ ç³áðàòè äåê³ëüêà
êîï³éîê... Íåùàñí³ ä³òè! Ó ³íøèõ ä³òåé - ÿëèíêà, âîíè -
âåñåë³, çàäîâîëåí³ â öå âåëèêå ñâÿòî, ò³ëüêè ¿¿ ä³òè...

- Ìèëîñòèíüêó, äîáð³ ëþäè, ïîäàéòå! Ïîäàéòå,
Õðèñòà ðàäè!.

² íåìîâ ó â³äïîâ³äü íà ¿¿ ðîçïà÷, íåïîäàë³ê
ïðîëóíàâ áëàãîâ³ñò... äî Âñåíîùíî¿. Òàê, òðåáà ï³òè
ïîìîëèòèñü... Ìîæëèâî, ìîëèòâà ïîëåãøèòü ¿¿ äóøó...
Âîíà ïîìîëèòüñÿ ñåðäå÷íî çà ñåáå, çà ä³òåé...

Íåâïåâíåíèìè êðîêàìè äîïëåëàñü âîíà äî
öåðêâè...

Õðàì îñâ³òëåíèé, çàëèòèé âîãíÿìè... Óñþäè ìàñà
ëþäåé... âåñåëèõ, çàäîâîëåíèõ. Ïðèòà¿âøèñü ó êóòêó,
âîíà âïàëà íà êîë³íà ³ çàâìåðëà... Âñÿ áåçìåæíà,
ìàòåðèíñüêà ëþáîâ, óñÿ ¿¿
ñêîðáîòà çà ä³òåé âèëèëàñÿ
â ãàðÿ÷³é ìîëèòâ³, ó ãëóõèõ
ñêîðáîòíèõ ðèäàííÿõ. “Ãîñ-
ïîäè, äîïîìîæè! Äîïîìî-
æè!” - ïëà÷å âîíà. ² êîìó,
ÿê íå Ãîñïîäó Ïîêðîâèòåëþ
³ Çàõèñíèêó ñëàáêèõ ³
íåùàñëèâèõ, âèëèòè ¿é óñå
ñâîº ãîðå, óâåñü ùèðîñåð-
äå÷íèé ñâ³é á³ëü? Òèõî ìî-
ëèëàñÿ âîíà â êóòêó, ³ ñëüîçè
ãðàäîì ëèëèñÿ ïî îáëè÷÷³.

Âîíà íå çàóâàæèëà,
ÿê çàê³í÷èëàñÿ Âñåíîøíà, íå
áà÷èëà, ÿê äî íå¿ ï³ä³éøîâ õòîñü...

- ×îìó Âè ïëà÷åòå? - ïðîëóíàâ í³æíèé ãîëîñ,
ùî çäàâñÿ ¿é íåáåñíîþ ìóçèêîþ. Âîíà ï³äíÿëà î÷³ é
ïîáà÷èëà ïåðåä ñîáîþ ìàëåíüêó, áàãàòî îäÿãíåíó
ä³â÷èíêó. Íà íå¿ äèâèëèñÿ ç ìèëèì ñï³â÷óòòÿì ÿñí³
äèòÿ÷³ î÷åíÿòà. Ïîçàäó ä³â÷èíêè ñòîÿëà áàáóñÿ-íÿíüêà.

- Ó âàñ ãîðå? Òàê? Á³äíà Âè, á³äíà! - Ö³ ñëîâà,
ñêàçàí³ í³æíèì, äèòÿ÷èì ãîëîñîì, ãëèáîêî çà÷åïèëè ¿¿.

- Ãîðå! Ä³òêè â ìåíå ãîëîäí³, â³ä ðàíêó íå ¿ëè...
Çàâòðà ñâÿòî òàêå.. âåëèêå...

- Íå ¿ëè? Ãîëîäí³? - Íà îáëè÷÷³ ä³â÷èíêè
âèðàçèâñÿ ñòðàõ.

- Íÿíþ, ùî æ öå! Ä³òè íå ¿ëè í³÷îãî! ² çàâòðà
áóäóòü ãîëîäí³! Íÿíå÷êî! ßê æå öå? - Ìàëåíüêà äèòÿ÷à
ðó÷êà ñêîâçíóëà â ìóôòó.

- Îò, â³çüì³òü, îòóò º ãðîø³... ñê³ëüêè, ÿ íå çíàþ...
ïîãîäóºòå ä³òåé... çàðàäè Áîãà... Àõ, íÿíþ, öå æàõëèâî!
Âîíè í³÷îãî íå ¿ëè! Õ³áà öå ìîæíà, íÿíþ! Íà î÷àõ
ä³â÷èíêè íàâåðíóëèñÿ âåëèê³ ñëüîçè.

- Ùî æ, Ìàíþ, ðîáèòè! Á³äí³ñòü ó íèõ! ² ñèäÿòü,
á³äí³, ó ãîëîä³ é ó õîëîä³. ×åêàþòü, ÷è íå ïîìîæå ¿ì
Ãîñïîäü!

- Àõ, íÿíþ, ìåí³ øêîäà ¿õ! Äå âè æèâåòå, ñê³ëüêè
ó âàñ ä³òåé?

- ×îëîâ³ê ïîìåð - ³ç ï³âðîêó áóäå... Òðîº ä³òî÷îê
çàëèøèëîñÿ. Ïðàöþâàòè íå ìîãëà, õâîð³ëà óâåñü ÷àñ...

Îñü ³ äîâåëîñÿ ç ðóêîþ ïî ñâ³ò³ éòè...

Ð²ÇÄÂßÍÈÉ
ÀÍÃÅË
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Æèâåìî ìè, íåäàëåêî... îò òóò... ó ï³äâàë³, íà ðîç³, ó
âåëèêîìó êàì’ÿíîìó áóäèíêó êóïöÿ Îñèïîâà...

- Íÿíå÷êî, ìàéæå ïîðó÷ ³ç íàìè, à ÿ é íå çíàëà...
Ï³äåìî ñêîð³øå, òåïåð ÿ çíàþ, ùî òðåáà ðîáèòè!

Ä³â÷èíêà øâèäêî âèéøëà ç öåðêâè,
ñóïðîâîäæóâàíà áàáóñåþ.

Á³äíà æ³íêà ìàøèíàëüíî ï³øëà çà íèìè. Ó
ãàìàíö³, ùî áóâ ó íå¿ â ðóêàõ, ëåæàâ ïÿòèðóáëåâèé
ïàï³ðåöü. Çàáóâøè óñå, êð³ì òîãî, ùî âîíà ìîæå òåïåð
ç³ãð³òè ³ íàãîäóâàòè äîðîãèõ ä³òî÷îê, âîíà çàéøëà â
ìàãàçèí, êóïèëà ïðîäóêò³â, õë³áà, ÷àþ, öóêðó ³ ïîá³ãëà
äîäîìó. Òð³ñîê çàëèøèëîñÿ ùå äîñèòü, ãðóáó ïðîòîïèòè
¿õ âèñòà÷èòü.

Âîíà á³ãëà äîäîìó ç óñ³õ ñèë.
Îò ³ òåìíà êîíóðêà. Òðè äèòÿ÷èõ ô³ãóðêè

êèíóëèñÿ íàçóñòð³÷.
- Ìàìî÷êî! ¯ñòè õî÷åòüñÿ! ×è ïðèíåñëà òè!

Ð³äíà!
Âîíà îá³éíÿëà ¿õ óñ³õ òðüîõ ³ îáëèëà ñëüîçàìè.
- Ïîñëàâ Ãîñïîäü! Íàäþ, çàòîïè ãðóáó, Ïåòðèêó,

ñòàâ ñàìîâàð! Ïîãð³ºìîñÿ, ïî¿ìî, íà ÷åñòü âåëèêîãî
ñâÿòà!

Ó êîíóðö³, ñèð³é ³ âîãêóâàò³é, íàñòàëî ñâÿòî. Ä³òè
áóëè âåñåë³, ç³ãð³ëèñÿ ³ áàç³êàëè. Ìàòè ðàä³ëà ¿õíüîìó
ïîæâàâëåííþ, ¿õí³é ðîçìîâ³. Ò³ëüêè çð³äêà ïðèõîäèëà â
ãîëîâó ñóìíà äóìêà... ùî æ äàë³? Ùî äàë³ áóäå?

- Íó, Ãîñïîäü íå çàëèøèòü! - ãîâîðèëà âîíà
ñîá³, ïîêëàäàþ÷è âñþ íàä³þ íà Áîãà.

Ìàëåíüêà Íàäÿ òèõî ï³ä³éøëà äî ìàòåð³,
ïðèòèñíóëàñÿ äî íå¿ ³ çàãîâîðèëà:

- Ñêàæè, ìàìî, à ïðàâäà, ùî â ð³çäâÿíó í³÷ ç
íåáà çë³òàº ð³çäâÿíèé àíãåë ³ ïðèíîñèòü ïîäàðóíêè
á³äíèì ä³òÿì?! Ñêàæè, ìàìî!

Õëîï÷èêè òåæ ï³ä³éøëè äî ìàòåð³. ² áàæàþ÷è
ðîçðàäèòè ä³òåé, âîíà ñïî÷àòêó ¿ì ðîçïîâ³ëà, ùî Ãîñïîäü
ï³êëóºòüñÿ ïðî á³äíèõ ä³òåé ³ ïîñèëàº ¿ì Ñâîãî àíãåëà ó
âåëèêó, ð³çäâÿíó í³÷, ³ öåé àíãåë ïðèíîñèòü ¿ì ïîäàðóíêè
³ ãîñòèíö³!

- ² ÿëèíêó, ìàìî?
- ² ÿëèíêó, ä³òêè, ãàðíó, áëèñêó÷ó ÿëèíêó!

Ó äâåð³ ï³äâà-
ëó õòîñü ñòóêíóâ. Ä³òè
êèíóëèñÿ â³ä÷èíèòè. Çà
äâåðèìà áóâ ÷îëîâ³ê
³ç ìàëåíüêîþ çåëåíîþ
ÿëèíêîþ â ðóêàõ. Çà
íèì ãàðíåíüêà, á³ëÿâà
ä³â÷èíêà ç êîøèêîì, ó
ñóïðîâîä³ íÿíüêè, ùî
íåñëà çà íåþ ð³çí³
ïàêóíêè ³ ïàêåòè.

Ä³òè áîÿçêî
ïðèòèñíóëèñÿ äî ìà-
òåð³.

- Öå àíãåë,
ìàìî, öå àíãåë? - òèõî
øåïîò³ëè âîíè, áëàãî-
ãîâ³éíî äèâëÿ÷èñü íà
ãàðíåíüêó îøàòíó ä³â÷èíêó.

ßëèíêà äàâíî ñòîÿëà âæå íà ñòîë³. Ñòàðà íÿíÿ
ðîçâ’ÿçàëà ïàêåòè, âèòÿãëà ç íèõ ñìà÷í³ áóëî÷êè,
êðåíäåë³, ñèð, îë³þ, ÿéöÿ, ïðèáèðàëà ÿëèíêó ñâ³÷àìè ³
ãîñòèíöÿìè. Ä³òè âñå ùå íå ìîãëè îòÿìèòèñÿ. Âîíè
ëþáóâàëèñÿ íà “àíãåëà”. ² ìîâ÷àëè, íå ðóõàþ÷èñü ³ç
ì³ñöÿ.

- Îò âàì, çóñòð³÷àéòå âåñåëî Ð³çäâî! - ïðîëóíàâ
äèòÿ÷èé ãîëîñîê. - Ç ñâÿòîì! Ä³â÷èíêà ïîñòàâèëà íà
ñò³ë êîøèê ³ çíèêëà, ïåðåä òèì, ÿê ä³òè ³ ìàòè îòÿìèëèñÿ.
“Ð³çäâÿíèé àíãåë” ïðèëåò³â, ïðèí³ñ ä³òÿì ÿëèíêó, ãîñòèíö³,
ðàä³ñòü ³ çíèê, ÿê ïðîìåíèñòå âèä³ííÿ...

Âäîìà Ìàíþ ÷åêàëà ìàìà, ì³öíî îá³éíÿëà ¿¿ ³
ïðèòèñíóëà äî ñåáå.
   - Äîáðà ìîÿ ä³â÷èíêî! - ãîâîðèëà âîíà, ö³ëóþ÷è
ùàñëèâå ëè÷êî äîíüêà. Òè â³äìîâèëàñÿ ñàìà â³ä ÿëèíêè,
â³ä ãîñòèíö³â ³ óñå â³ääàëà á³äíèì ä³òÿì! Çîëîòå â òåáå
ñåðäå÷êî! Áîã íàãîðîäèòü òåáå...

Ìàíÿ çàëèøèëàñÿ áåç ÿëèíêè ³ ïîäàðóíê³â, àëå
âñÿ ñÿÿëà â³ä ùàñòÿ. Ñâî¿ì ìèëèì ëè÷êîì, çîëîòàâèì
âîëîññÿì âîíà ñïðàâä³ áóëà ïîä³áíà äî “ð³çäâÿíîãî
àíãåëà”.

Õðèñòîñ ðîäèâñÿ - äèâíà íîâèíà -
Ëóíàº ðàä³ñòü ïî ñâ³ò³;
Çà ñò³ë ñ³äàº íàøà ðîäèíà,
Ðàä³éòå, ò³øòåñÿ, ä³òè!

Àíãåëè ãðàþòü â çîëîò³ ñóðìè,
Íà íåá³ ç³ðêà â ïðîì³íí³,
Çãàíÿº ïàñòèð ó ïîë³ òóðìè -
Â³òàº Áîãà íà ñ³í³.

Âàñèëü ÕÌÀÐÀ

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÄÈÂÑß!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÄÈÂÑß!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÄÈÂÑß!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÄÈÂÑß!ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÄÈÂÑß!

Ïàëàº íåáî ñ³ìñîò âîãíÿìè,
Øóìëÿòü ä³áðîâè ³ áîðè:

Âñÿ Óêðà¿íà ãðèìèòü ï³ñíÿìè -
Íàðîä øóìóº ÿê ìîðå.

Õðèñòîñ ðîäèâñÿ!  Äèâíà íîâèíà!
Òð³ñíóòü çíåâ³ðè îêîâè -

Æäàëà æ Ìåñ³¿ âñÿ Óêðà¿íà,
Ð³çäâà ñâÿòîãî é îáíîâè...
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Ìîëèòâà º íàéìîãóòí³øèì çàñîáîì,
ùî îñ³íÿº ³ çì³öíþº äóõîâíó ñôåðó ëþäèíè ³
òèì ñïðèÿº ñïàñ³ííþ. Õòî ìîëèòüñÿ, òîé çíàº,
íàñê³ëüêè âàæêî áóâàº ìîëèòèñÿ, ³ òðóäíîù³ ö³
íå ô³çè÷í³, à äóõîâí³. Âñÿêèé, õòî íàìàãàâñÿ
àíàë³çóâàòè ñàìîãî ñåáå, ñâîþ äóøó, íå ì³ã
íå çàóâàæèòè, ùî ëþäèí³ âëàñòèâà äâî¿ñò³ñòü,
â ¿¿ îñíîâ³ º äâ³ ïåðøîïðè÷èíè, ùî çíàõîäÿòüñÿ
â ïîñò³éíîìó àíòàãîí³çì³ îäíà ç îäíîþ. Àïîñòîë
Ïàâëî â Ïîñëàíí³ äî Ðèìëÿí ïèøå: “...êîëè
æèâåòå çà ïëîòòþ, òî ïîìðåòå, à êîëè äóõîì
óìåðòâëÿºòå ä³ëà ïëîòñüê³, òî æèâ³ áóäåòå” (Ðèì.
8, 13).

ªñòâî ñâîº, - äóõîâíå ³ ãð³õîâíå, äîáðå
³ ñõèëüíå äî çëà, - ëþäèíà íå â³ä÷óâàº, íå
óñâ³äîìëþº òàê ÿñêðàâî, ÿê ï³ä ÷àñ ìîëèòâè.

Ñïðîáóéòå ùîäåííî ìîëèòèñÿ õî÷à á äâà ðàçè â
äåíü, õî÷à á ïî ï³âãîäèíè, ³ âè ñï³éìàºòå ñåáå íà âïåðòîìó
íåáàæàíí³ âèêîíàòè ñâ³é íàì³ð. Àëå îò âè ïåðåìîãëè öå
íåáàæàííÿ, ñòàºòå íà ìîëèòâó ³ ïî÷èíàºòå ìîëèòèñÿ. Ðàïòîì
âè çàóâàæóºòå, ùî ö³ëà ôðàçà, ³íîä³ ïîëîâèíà ìîëèòâè
ïðîñêîâçíóëà ïîâç ñâ³äîì³ñòü, ÿêà â öåé ÷àñ áóëà çàéíÿòà
³íøèìè äóìêàìè, ùî í³÷îãî ñï³ëüíîãî ç ìîëèòâîþ íå ìàëè;
âè çîñåðåäæóºòå óâàãó - ³ ÷åðåç ê³ëüêà õâèëèí çíîâó òå æ
ñàìå, ³ ò³ëüêè ï³ä ê³íåöü, ï³ñëÿ áàãàòüîõ çóñèëü âäàñòüñÿ (à
³íîä³ òàê ³ íå âäàñòüñÿ) ïðîäîâæèòè ìîëèòâó ç óâàãîþ ³
çîñåðåäæåíî. Öÿ áîðîòüáà âíóòð³øíÿ ³ óòðóäíþº ñàìîâ³ääà÷ó
ìîëèòâ³, àëå öÿ áîðîòüáà º ºäèíèì äæåðåëîì, ùî çì³öíþº
äóõîâíèé ñòàí ëþäèíè ³ ñòàº çàïîðóêîþ ïåðåìîãè íàä ñîáîþ.

Çâ³äñè âèñíîâîê, ùî ÿêùî õòî õî÷å äîïîìîãòè
ñîá³ ìîëèòâîþ, òî â³í ïîâèíåí ìîëèòèñÿ ùîäåííî, à
íå òîä³ ò³ëüêè, ÿê äåÿê³ ñó÷àñí³ ³íòåë³ãåíòè ââàæàþòü, êîëè º
ìîëèòîâíèé íàñòð³é.

Ãîëîâíå çíà÷åííÿ ìîëèòâè - äóõîâíå, ïðî ùî ùå
ñêàæó, àëå ÿ ò³ëüêè õî÷ó çàóâàæèòè, ùî âñ³ çàñîáè, çàçíà÷åí³
Ñâÿòîþ Öåðêâîþ äëÿ ñïàñ³ííÿ ëþäèíè, êð³ì äóõîâíîãî
çíà÷åííÿ, ìàþòü ùå áàãàòî ³íøèõ, àëå äóæå âàæëèâèõ äëÿ
ëþäèíè áëàãèõ âïëèâ³â íà ò³ëî ³ äóõ. Êð³ì ñòèìóëþâàííÿ
âîë³, ìîëèòâà ìàº âåëè÷åçíèé âïëèâ íà ñâ³äîì³ñòü, íà
äóìêó, íà ñàì ïðîöåñ ìèñëåííÿ. Êîæíà ìîëèòâà
íàïîâíåíà çì³ñòîì, äóæå ñåðéîçíèì ³ ãëèáîêèì. Îñîáëèâî
æ ìè çáàãàòèìî ñåáå äóõîâíî, ÿêùî äî ìîëèòâè äîäàìî
ùîäåííå ÷èòàííÿ ãëàâ ªâàíãåë³¿, Àïîñòîëà, Æèò³ÿ ñâÿòèõ ³
Ïñàëòèð.

¯õ çì³ñò, îõîïëþþ÷è ñîáîþ íàéãëèáø³ ô³ëîñîôñüê³
ïèòàííÿ: ïðî ëþäèíó, ïðî ¿¿ ºñòâî, ïðî ìîðàëüí³ñòü ¿¿
ïîâåä³íêè, ïèòàííÿ ÿê áóòè, à ÿê íå áóòè, - öå ïåðåäîâ³
äóìêè ïëàíåòè, ñë³äóþ÷è ÿêèì, ñòàº ìîæëèâèì âèêîíàííÿ
Çàêîíó Áîæîãî. ×èòàþ÷è ìîëèòâè ùîäåííî, ìè, êð³ì
ï³êëóâàííÿ ïðî çåìíå, â÷èìîñÿ çàäóìóâàòèñÿ ïðî íàøó
ïðè÷åòí³ñòü äî âèùèõ êàòåãîð³é Áóòòÿ, äî Áîãà, ïðî
ñèëó ëþäñüêî¿ íåìî÷³, ïðî ïåðåâàãó âèùèõ

äóõîâíèõ ö³ííîñòåé ³ ïî÷èíàºìî îñÿãàòè ²ñòèíó
Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ â³ðè.
Âåëèêèé âïëèâ ìàº ìîëèòâà íà ïî÷óòòÿ
ëþäèíè. Â ñòàí³ ìîëèòâè ëþäèíà ïåðåéìàºòüñÿ
ïî÷óòòÿìè âäÿ÷íîñò³, äîâ³ðè, áëàãîãîâ³ííÿ ïåðåä
âñåìîãóòí³ñòþ, âåëè÷÷þ, äîáðîòîþ ³ ìèëîñåðäÿì
Áîæèì, óñâ³äîìëåííÿì áåçñèëëÿ âëàñíîãî ÿ áåç
äîïîìîãè Áîæî¿ ³ ãð³õîâíîñò³ ëþäèíè. Ëþäèíà
ïî÷èíàº ðîçóì³òè ñâî¿ ãð³õè ³ êàºòüñÿ. Êàÿòòÿ -
öå òàêîæ ïî÷óòòÿ. Âñ³ ö³ ïî÷óòòÿ â ñèëó
ïñèõîëîã³÷íèõ çàêîí³â ìèìîâîë³ ïåðåäàþòüñÿ
òèì, õòî ìîëèòüñÿ, âèêëèêàþ÷è â íèõ ó á³ëüø³é
÷è ìåíø³é ì³ð³ ò³ æ ïî÷óòòÿ, ÿê³ ïåðåáóâàëè â
äóø³ ñâÿòîãî, ùî ñêëàâ ìîëèòâó.

À õòî çàïåðå÷óâàòèìå âåëè÷åçíå çíà÷åííÿ
ïî÷óòòÿ äëÿ ëþäèíè? Â³ä÷óòè âåëè÷

Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ â³ðè, â³ä÷óòè ñèëó, ìîãóòí³ñòü ³ äîáðîòó Áîæó,
â³ä÷óòè ñâîþ ëþäñüêó íåì³÷, äóõîâíå íåóöòâî - öå ìàº
íàáàãàòî á³ëüøå çíà÷åííÿ äëÿ äóõîâíîãî ïåðåðîäæåííÿ
ëþäèíè, í³æ òðèâàëå ³ íàïðóæåíå ì³ðêóâàííÿ ïðî öå. Îäíà
õâèëèíà ùèðîãî êàÿòòÿ âàðòà äåñÿòèë³òü õîëîäíîêðîâíèõ
ì³ðêóâàíü. Â³ä÷óòòÿ áóäÿòü ñâ³äîì³ñòü ³ çì³öíþþòü â³ðó (àäæå
³ íåâ³ðà íàøà çàñíîâàíà ãîëîâíèì ÷èíîì íà íåóöòâ³).

Â³ðóþ÷à ëþäèíà ïîâèííà ðîçï³çíàâàòè, çíàòè ñâî¿
ïî÷óòòÿ ³ âîäíî÷àñ â³ä÷óâàòè, ÿê³ ïî÷óòòÿ íåñóòü ¿é ¿¿ æ çíàííÿ.
Ïî÷óòòÿ ³ äóìêà, îá’ºäíóþ÷èñü, ñòâîðþþòü ðåçîíàíñ, ÿêèé º
ñóòí³ñòþ ìóäðîñò³. Îäíàêîâî âàæëèâ³ â â³ð³: ³ ïî÷óòòÿ, ³ äóìêà.

Ó öüîìó ïëàí³ îñîáëèâî ïîâ÷àëüí³ äåÿê³ êàíîíè, ùî
ÿâëÿþòü ñîáîþ âèñîêîõóäîæí³, äóõîâíî-ïîåòè÷í³ òâîðè,
ïåðåéíÿò³ ñèëüíèì ïî÷óòòÿì. Äëÿ ðîçóì³ííÿ ¿õ íåîáõ³äíî
çàñâî¿òè öåðêîâíî-ñëîâ’ÿíñüêó ìîâó, ÿêîþ âîíè íàïèñàí³.
²íàêøå âñÿ êðàñà ¿õ çíèêàº. Ïåðåêëàä - âæå ïðîçà, ÷àñîì
íåçãðàáíà, ùî íå íàäàº ìîæëèâîñò³ â³ä÷óòè êðàñó îðèã³íàëó.
Ùå á³ëüøå çíà÷åííÿ ìàº ñï³ëüíà ìîëèòâà â õðàì³. Òóò Ñâÿòà
Öåðêâà íà äîïîìîãó íåì³÷í³é ëþäèí³ çàêëèêàëà âñ³ ï’ÿòü
ïî÷óòò³â. Ñêëåï³ííÿ õðàìó, ëèêè ñâÿòèõ, ñò³íîþ ñâîº¿ ñâÿòîñò³,
â³äãîðîäæóþòü âàñ â³ä óñüîãî çåìíîãî. Ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåë³
ðàçîì ç ïàðàô³ÿíàìè ³ õîðîì ï³äíîñÿòü ñâî¿ ìîëèòâè äî
Áîãà. Ó òàê³é îáñòàíîâö³ ïîìèìî âîë³ çàáóäåø òèì÷àñîâî
âñå çåìíå ³ â³ääàñèñÿ âèùèì äóìêàì ³ ïî÷óòòÿì - äóõîâí³é
ðàäîñò³, ðîç÷óëåííþ, ñìóòêó ñåðöÿ ç ïðèâîäó ñâî¿õ ãð³õ³â. ßê
â³äîìî ç ³ñòîð³¿ Ðóñ³, íàâ³òü ïîñëè êíÿçÿ Âîëîäèìèðà, ãðóá³
ÿçè÷íèêè, ï³ä ÷àñ áîãîñëóæ³ííÿ â êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîìó
Ñîô³¿âñüêîìó ñîáîð³ íàïîâíèëèñÿ òàêèì ïî÷óòòÿì, ùî íå
çíàëè, äå çíàõîäÿòüñÿ - íà íåá³ ÷è çåìë³.

Àëå ãîëîâíå çíà÷åííÿ ìîëèòâè - äóõîâíå. Ï³ä ÷àñ
ìîëèòâè é îñîáëèâî â Òà¿íñòâàõ Öåðêâè íà ëþäèíó ñõîäèòü
áëàãîäàòü Áîæà - îñîáëèâà ñèëà, áåç ÿêî¿ íåìîæëèâî
ñïàñòèñÿ, ïåðåìîãòè â ñîá³ ïðèñòðàñò³ ³ ïîõîò³ ëþäñüê³. Öå òà
ñèëà, ùî ³ ñëàáêèì ïî íàòóð³ äàâàëà ìîæëèâ³ñòü ïðèéíÿòè
â³íö³ ìó÷åíèê³â, â³äìîâèòèñÿ â³ä çåìíîãî ³ ñòàòè

ïîäâèæíèêàìè. Ñâÿòèòåëü ²îàí Çëàòîóñò ñâ³ä÷èâ, ùî
ìîëèòâà º öàðèöåþ ÷åñíîò.

ÌÎËÈÒÂÀ ² ÕÂÎÐÎÁÀÌÎËÈÒÂÀ ² ÕÂÎÐÎÁÀÌÎËÈÒÂÀ ² ÕÂÎÐÎÁÀÌÎËÈÒÂÀ ² ÕÂÎÐÎÁÀÌÎËÈÒÂÀ ² ÕÂÎÐÎÁÀ
...² âñå, ÷îãî íå ïîïðîñèòå â ìîëèòâ³ ç â³ðîþ, îäåðæèòå  (Ìô. 21, 22)



Donations - ÏîDonations - ÏîDonations - ÏîDonations - ÏîDonations - Ïîæææææåðòâèåðòâèåðòâèåðòâèåðòâè
Donations 09/26/2008 - 11/30/2008

Donations to UUOS Fund

Donations to the Scholarship Fund

Donations to the “Vira” Press Fund

Donations
to the Museum in So. Bound Brook, NJ

$258.00 Sisterhood of St. Olha, Chicago, IL.
$200.00 A. L. Mirchuk

Halyna Wyhinny
$168.00 N. M. Mirchuk
$125.00 I. Chelsky.
$100.00 Sisterhood of St. Sophia, Bloomington, IL.
$50.00 M.O. Zeleznock, L. Shevchenko in

memory of Danylo Dorozynsky,
M. Kyrysiuk in memory of Anna
Zavirucha.

$25.00 N. Kalman in memory of Oleksij Shevchenko.

$250.00 H. Ganzer.
$100.00 M. Hanson, K. Korol and N. Howe in

memory of mother and daughter
Orysia Korol Howe.

$30.00 Halyna Wyhinny

$8.00 Halyna Wyhinny
$50.00 T. Sydoriak.
$20.00 M. Grietzky.

Donations
     to “All Saints” Camp

$100.00 M. Mnischenko in memory
       of Ivan Mnischenko.

2 hrivnij O. Sajenko in memory of Mykolaj
       Sajenko, Poltava, Ukraine.

$150.00 L. Shevchenko.

Donations to the Family Kuzmycz and
Jaroslava Sydorak Scholarship Fund

$1,000.00 W.S. Slyvotzky.
$500.00 G. L. Zinycz.
$250.00 Y.C. Kuzmycz.
$200.00 D.U. Kuzmycz.
$100.00 G.O. Krywolap.
$50.00 L. Shevchenko.

Subscriptions for  “Vira” to Ukraine

$275.00 Halyna Wyhinny
$25.00 I. Cehelsky,

T. Sydoriak.

Subscriptions for  “Vira” to Ukraine

$80.00 Halyna Wyhinny

Donations to  Charity Fund

$80.00 Halyna Wyhinny

Donations to UUOS Fund

$80.00 Halyna Wyhinny



×èòàéòå íàø æóðíàë “Â²ÐÀ-FAITH” íà ³íòåðíåòí³é ñòîð³íö³ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ
çà àäðåñîþ www.uocofusa.org

Read our magazine “Â²ÐÀ-FAITH” on the web page of the UOC of the USA
at www.uocofusa.org

Ç íàãîäè öüîãîð³÷íèõ ñâÿò Íàðîäæåííÿ òà Áîãîÿâëåííÿ Ãîñïîäíüîãî,
à òàêîæ ³ Íîâîãî 2009 ðîêó Áîæîãî, ðåäêîëåã³ÿ Â²ÐÈ ñåðäå÷íî â³òàº
³ºðàðõ³þ íàøî¿ Öåðêâè: Áëàæåíí³øîãî Ìèòðîïîëèòà Êîíñòàíòèíà,

Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííîãî Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ
òà Ïðåîñâÿùåííîãî ªïèñêîïà Äàíè¿ëà, âñå÷åñíèõ îòö³â òà äèÿêîí³â,

÷ëåí³â Ðàäè Ìèòðîïîë³¿, ïðàö³âíèê³â Êîíñèñòîð³¿, ÷ëåí³â ïðèöåðêîâíèõ
îðãàí³çàö³é: Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ,

Óêðà¿íñüêó Ïðàâîñëàâíó Ë³´ó òà Òîâàðèñòâî Ñâÿòîãî Àíäð³ÿ Ïåðâîçâàííîãî,
àäì³í³ñòðàö³þ ïðèöåðêîâíîãî òàáîðó ÂÑ²Õ ÑÂßÒÈÕ,

âèêëàäà÷³â òà ñåì³íàðèñò³â ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâ. Ñîô³¿, ÷ëåí³â ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ óïðàâ
îï³êè öåðêîâíèìè ãðîìàäàìè, ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ñåñòðèöòâ òà áðàòñòâ,
ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ õîðè, øêîëè ðåë³ã³¿ òà óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà òà óñ³õ â³ðíèõ

Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ.

On the occasion of this year’s celebration of the Nativity and Theophany
of our Lord, and also the New Year, the Editorial Staff of VIRA extends its most

sincere greetings to His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine,
His Eminence Archbishop Antony and His Grace Bishop Daniel, Reverend Fathers,
the Reverend Deacons, the members of the Metropolitan Council, the members
and employees of the Consistory, the United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods,

the Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA, the Saint Andrew’s Society,
 All Saints Camp Administration, the administration, faculty and students

of St. Sophia Seminary, members of the Executive Parish Boards,
parish sisterhoods and brotherhoods, parish choirs, parish schools of religion and

Ukrainian studies, their teachers and students, and all devout members
of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

  


